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Preface
July 8, 2012

This book brings together years of research conducted on behalf of Dr. V. Watson Pugh by 
many of the best living genealogists. Lewis Pugh immigrated to Colonial Virginia. His 

descendants spread throughout the South and into other regions of the country. Southern 
research is among the most difficult areas of family history because of many factors, includ-
ing the too-frequent destruction of records due to court house fires and war. It is frequently 
necessary to develop and build arguments based on the evidence that does survive. It is a slow 
step-by-step process. Often all extant evidence has to be gathered and analyzed, after which 
the best possible conclusions are formed, tested and set out. 

This was the case with the Pugh surname itself. Every branch descending from Lewis 
Pugh, the founder of the family in Virginia, had to be studied in depth to be certain the family 
could not be put together in any other way. Unusual given names like Willoughby were help-
ful. However, some branches of the Pugh family lived in counties that suffered a heavy loss of 
records. A new tool, DNA, helped fill gaps where the paper trail died off. By adding DNA to 
the mix, absolute proof of relationships solidified Dr. V. Watson Pugh’s descent from Lewis 
Pugh. 

This compilation brings together individual reports, rather than being a historical nar-
rative. Reports are designed to provide evidence for genealogical connections. Time is rarely 
available to relate the narrative story that is found in the documents gathered during research, 
but the stories come out through the details included with the text. 

Lewis Pugh’s personal story is the “stuff ” novels are made of. Lewis was born with 
great prospects, the eldest son of a gentleman. His father inherited farms and woods worth a 
great deal of money in Wales, in the mountainous area known as Snowdonia. Lewis’s father, 
David Pugh, gentleman, mortgaged this inheritance to a cousin, a lawyer named Thomas 
Price. He had no way of knowing that Thomas had already defrauded his eldest brother 
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Rowland Price, and had also defrauded the Bishop of Bangor. Price took the lands from David 
Pugh, leaving the family destitute. David Pugh’s wife Elizabeth died not long after, leaving 
three young boys and a daughter motherless, without the comfort of the warm hearth or 
home they had grown up with. Their father probably also died as the boys were put out to 
learn trades. Lewis came to Virginia, embarking into a new land. It took years to establish 
himself, but after doing so, he returned to claim his patrimony. In the course of affairs, he 
discovered that his brother Edward Pugh, a ship’s carpenter living on the Thames just east 
of London, had also defrauded him. Edward had accepted a settlement on his inheritance, 
stating that Lewis Pugh had died in Virginia without surviving issue. The case dragged on, 
and Lewis died without ever returning to Virginia. That is the story of but one of Dr. Pugh’s 
ancestors. 

This book combines reports for many lines, including the Pugh, Wallace, Rutledge, 
Herron, Murphrey, Gerth, Wheatly, Manchot and Weidner families. This has been an extraor-
dinary journey. We hope this compilation will be useful for years to come, allowing others to 
follow along the paths we have tread and journey onwards beyond what we have done. We 
discover something of ourselves in the history of our ancestors. 

Paul C. Reed,
Fellow of the American Society of Genealogists
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Research Report
Final Pugh Research Report

July 2012

The origin of the Pugh family of Virginia traces back to the parish of Llangelynin (also 
sometimes spelled Llangelynnin), a parish in the hundred of Talybont, Merionethshire, 

Wales. The parish is situated on Cardigan Bay, the village of Llwyngwril serving as the main 
center of commerce (the river Gwril flows down from the mountains through the village, 
hence the name). Anciently Eduowain ab Bradwen, chief of one of the fifteen Welsh tribes, 
had a seat in Langelynin. This tribal lord may well be the client’s ancestor. 

The key to finding new evidence was the fact that Llangelynin had been an important 
local center for the Society of Friends. A number of the local gentlemen became Quakers and 
left for Pennsylvania about 1690-8. One of these immigrants recorded their pedigree, and it 
is that source that appears to provide the possible origins of the client’s Pugh ancestry. The 
pedigree was found while researching another family that came from this parish and settled 
in Pennsylvania. The name David ap Hugh connected to this parish leapt out as something 
extraordinarily important that needed to be taken into account. 

The Chancery Proceedings instigated by the Virginia immigrant Lewis Pugh are 
crucial in identifying  the client’s ancient ancestry. In his complaint filed in November 1735, 
Lewis Pugh described himself as a resident of the County of Richmond on the Rappahannock 
River in Virginia, but at that time was staying in Dolgelley, Merioneth. He was son of David 
Pugh, of Sheffrey in the parish of Llangelynin, Merionethshire, gentleman, who mortgaged 
his lands and inheritance about 1678 to Thomas Price. The lands were described as “Deildre, 
Tyddyn Sheffrey and Cloddie Byrrion Situate Lyeing and being in the said parish of Llan-
glynin of the Yearly value of fforty pounds [£40]….”1 That was a substantial annual income 

1  The transcriptions of the Chancery Proceedings were done during previous research, but will be included 
at the end of this report as an appendix because they are so important to proving the origin of your family. 
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for any gentleman. The following year, the defendant to the suit replied, calling Lewis Pugh’s 
father “David Pugh late of Tiddyn Sheffry in the parish of Langlynin in the county of Merio-
neth gentleman….” Tyddin Sheffry and its appurtenances were “all…in the township of Tre Yr 
Morfa in the said county of Merioneth and all those messuages or tenements called Y Deildre” 
were in a township beginning with Arg… in Merioneth, with a third messuage in the town-
ship of Cregannan called Creigie Morwyn. The defendant claimed their yearly value was only 
£25 (so the true annual value was probably something between £25 and £40). 

David Pugh was still alive on 23 June 1690, when he entered into the mortgage with 
Thomas Price for £480, and still living on 12 October 1691, when he apparently extended his 
agreement. No lawyer would have lent him that sum without substantial security worth every 
penny and more. The replication to the complaint in Chancery again calls Lewis Pugh’s father 
“David Pugh formerly of Treyr Mo[rfa] in the County of Merioneth gentleman…” and again 
when Lewis’s brother Edward was replying to his part of the charge of defrauding his brother, 
Edward relates that his father was called “David Pugh late of Treyr Morfa in the County of 
Merioneth gentleman” in a legal document dated 28 January 1728/9.

The crucial point here is that David Pugh (also called David ap Pugh in both the 
Chancery Proceeding and will of Edward Price where Edward refers to him as his cousin) had 
his principal residence in Tre’r Morfa, in the parish of Llangelynin, Merionethshire, and that he 
was a gentleman with an income of more than £25 in 1678, by which year he was also an adult 
and had come into his inheritance. 

The most thorough list of inhabitants we have for the township of Tre’r Morfa is the 
1666 Hearth Tax of inhabitants with houses. The complete list included: John Lewis ap Re-
ece, Reece Owen, Richard David, Reece Lewis, Lewis ap Powell, David Pugh, Mr. John Lloyd, 
Griffith ap Humphrey, Lewis Owen, David Thomas, Elizabeth Richard, Humphrey Edward, 
and Tiddor [Tudor] David.2 

There were only thirteen households in “Tremorva” township, Llangelynin in 1666, 
and the two with the most hearths were David Pugh and Mr. John Lloyd. Given that Lewis 
Pugh’s father David Pugh had his principal residence in Tre’r Morfa township by 1678 worth 
in excess of £25 per annum, and there was no other Hugh or Pugh in the township, the as-
sociation is inescapable. There was a David John Pugh with a house taxed at one hearth in the 
neighboring township of Cregannon, and Lewis David Pugh in Cregannon township with two 
hearths in 1666, but that actually adds weight to the identification of the client’s ancestry. As 

2  Lay Subsidy Rolls for Merionethshire, 16th-17th Century, Lay Subsidy Rolls for Merionethshire, 
16th-17th Century (Aberystwyth: Reproduction Systems, 1970), FHL Microfilm 827865 Item 3. Document 4. 

reported before, Lewis David ap Hugh of the township of Cregennon, Llangelynnin, left a will 
dated 14 March 1677/8. He is therefore accounted for. The David John Pugh of Cregannon 
was too humble to be any candidate. 

Again, to emphasize the point, Lewis Pugh’s father was called “David Pugh late of 
Treyr Morfa in the County of Merioneth gentleman” in several different legal documents, 
including the Chancery Proceeding in the king’s court. The David Pugh in that township in 
1666 could only be the elderly man (born before 1600) named David ap Hugh of Tre’r Morfa, 
Llangelynin, who made his will on 16 February 1672/3 (reported on or before). Again, this 
David ap Pugh was styled gentleman, and signed his will with an educated signature, although 
he was clearly quite old at that time: 

Importantly, he mentioned his grandson David ap Hugh (who was indebted to him for 
£4.19.0), and gave his grandchild David ap Hugh‘s eldest daughter Elyn 20 shillings.3 There 
is every reason to believe this grandson was the man of that name who signed the will with a 
highly educated signature:

These points were passed over too lightly in previous research. The gentleman named 
David ap Hugh of Trer Morva could only be the David Pugh with the second largest principal 
residence in that township in 1666. Lewis Pugh’s father, David Pugh, had inherited an estate 
in that township worth more than £25 per year by 1678, an estate that he was able to mort-
gage for hundreds of pounds at a time when that was an extraordinary amount (certainly well 

3  “David ap Hugh : will, 1672,” Llyfrgell Genedlaethol Cymru – The National Library of Wales 
– Aberystwyth (Online: Llyfrgell Genedlaethol Cymru, 2010), David ap Hugh of Tre’r Morfa, Llangelynnin, 
Merioneth, Gentleman, Will, 1672. In Bangor Probate Records, 1576-1858, <http://dams.llgc.org.uk/object/llgc-
id:589460>, accessed June 2012.
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beyond the means of any average landholder of that period). Further, David Pugh/David ap 
Pugh [sic] was stated in two legal documents to be Edward Price’s cousin. This was not a loose 
term, but close kinship. It was necessary to recite and properly emphasize this in order to put 
the evidence for earlier ancestry into context. 

The Quaker faith (Society of Friends) gained many adherents in the parish of Llange-
lynnin and the surrounding region. In fact, their principal burial ground was within the 
parish, donated by a gentleman named Owen Humphrey. “Owen Humphreys of Llwyngwril” 
served as Justice of the Peace for Merionethshire for the North Wales Circuit on 25 June 
1656.4 He was son of Humphrey ap Hugh of the township of Llangwril in Llangelynnin, son of 
Hugh ap David (or Hugh goch). Humphrey ap Hugh is alleged to have had a brother named 
David ap Hugh of Llangelynnin. 

This appears to be the David ap Hugh of Trer Morva in Llangelynnin who was taxed in 
1666, died testate and was buried at Llangelynnin on 20 February 1672/3:5

Humphrey ap Hugh Goch ap David is a reasonable identification made decades ago 
by an expert with no interest or knowledge of the client’s Pugh ancestry. The 1636 subsidy of 
the wealthiest inhabitants of Llangelynin in the Hundred of Talybont included David ap Hugh 
goch. The identification of the 1666 David Pugh with the 1672/3 testator David ap Hugh (who 
had great-grandchildren by 1672) converges to form a likely pedigree (the 1636 subsidy of 
Llanglynnyn [Llangelynin], included eight landholders in the parish (all townships) whose 
yearly income met the threshold of taxation for that subsidy: Humffrey William, Owen Evan, 
Hugh ap John ap Hugh, William ap Rhs [Rhys], Gruffith ap Meyricke, Evan Griffith, Griffith 
Evan, Alban Thomas and David ap Hugh goch).6 

4  J. R. S. Phillips, The Justices of the Peace in Wales and Monmouthshire 1541 to 1689 (Cardiff, 
Wales: University of Wales Press, 1975), page 50.

5  Church in Wales Parish Church of Llangelynnin (Merionethshire), Parish Registers of 
Llangelynnin, 1618-1920, Vol. 1, Baptisms, Burials, 1618-1642, 1651-1689; Marriages, 1618, 1629-1635, 1655-
1659, 1668-1673, 1686 (Salt Lake City, Utah: Filmed by the Genealogical Society of Utah, 2007), FHL Microfilm 
2421877 Item 7.

6  Howard Williams Lloyd, Lloyd Manuscripts: Genealogies of the Families of Awbrey-Vaughan, 
Blunston, Burbeck, Garrett, Gibbons, Heacock, Hodge, Houlston, Howard, Hunt, Jarman, Jenkins-Griffith, Jones, 

David Pugh (father of the Virginia immigrant) was an adult by 1678. The David Pugh 
who was grandson of David ap Hugh of Trer Morva had at least two daughters in 1672, so was 
married about 1668 (born perhaps about 1640-5). David Pugh’s father (apparently deceased 
when David ap Pugh made his will) was born by 1615-25, (this corresponds to the baptism of 
Hugh, son of David ap Hugh at Llangelynnin on 10 April 1625), so David ap Pugh was born 
by about 1590-1600. That would put David ap Hugh in his seventies or eighties at the time 
of his death. As he did not bequeath land in his will, any land not already settled by other 
means would go to his next male heir. This would match with the estate worth £25-£40 in Trer 
Morfa that David Pugh mortgaged for several hundred pounds in 1678. there was no other 
David Pugh in that township with a residence of that value. The testator David ap Pugh was 
born about 1590-1600 according to the internal evidence in his own will. He would therefore 
unquestionably be the “David ap Hugh goch” in the 1636 subsidy of Langelynin and the David 
Pugh of the 1666 Hearth Tax of Trer Morva/Morfa. 

Humphrey ap Hugh of Llangwril in Llangelynin, gentleman (son of Hugh goch ap 
David) would therefore be brother of David ap Hugh goch of Llangelynin (in the 1636 subsi-
dy). Humphrey ap Hugh was a Justice of the Peace for Merionethshire according to published 
accounts. Welsh pedigrees indicate that he married Elizabeth Powell, daughter of John Powell 
(John ap Howel goch) of Llanwddyn, Montgomeryshire, by his wife Sybil, daughter of Huw 
Gwyn (Hugh Wynne) of Penarth, High Sheriff of Caernarvon, by his wife Jane, granddaughter 
of Sir William Griffith of Garn, Chamberlain of North Wales. Like the Price family who were 
the client’s ancestor’s (David Pugh’s) cousins, Humphrey ap Hugh married a bride with close 
connections to the leading families in North Wales. The social status, chronology and resi-
dences all therefore converge in accordance to what would be expected. 

Humphrey ap Hugh’s daughter Anne married Ellis ap Rees of Bryn Mawr, Dolgelly, 
Merionethshire, gentleman, according to an indenture for the marriage agreement between 
the families dated 1 January 1649/50. This couple were parents of Rowland Ellis, a local 
gentleman who joined the Society of Friends and eventually ventured to Pennsylvania. It is 
this man who has provided the evidence that appears to extend the client’s origins. He made a 
large chart of his ancestry in the traditional Welsh way than includes circles with the names of 
each of his ancestors, with extended ancestry written above the first circles on his chart. Row-
land Ellis went to Pennsylvania in 1696, so probably drew up the chart to preserve his family’s 
knowledge of their relations in Wales. 

Knight, Knowles, Lloyd, Newman, Paschall, Paul, Pearson, Pennell, Pott, Pyle, Reed, Sellers, Smith, Thomas, 
Till, Williams, Wood, Another Filming, 1955. (Salt Lake City, Utah: Filmed by the Genealogical Society of Utah, 
1988), pages 326-7, FHL Microfilm 828.
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Rowland Ellis was son of Ann, daughter of Humphrey ap Hugh (brother of David ap 
Hugh goch, who was apparently grandfather of David Pugh, father of Lewis Pugh of Virginia). 
If this relationship is correct, Rowland Ellis was 2nd cousin of David Pugh. 

Section of Rowland Ellis’s pedigree outlining the ancestry of Hugh ap David

Rowland Ellis charted out that his grandfather Humphrey ap Hugh was son of Hugh 
and his wife Catherine. Behind Hugh’s circle he wrote in the margin “David ap Howell ap 
Gronw” and “Mary vch Hugh Sion Bedo.” Behind Catherine’s circle he has written “v[er]ch 
Sion ap Rhydderch Abergynolwyn.” The above information translates to Hugh being son of 
David, son of Howell, son of Gronwy, by David’s wife Mary, daughter of Hugh John Bedo. 
Catherine was the daughter of John son of Rhydderch of Abergynolwyn. As the marriage in-
denture of Humphrey ap Hugh on 1 January 1649/50 places that gentleman’s residence in the 
township of Llangwril in Llangelynin, it is believable that their cousin was also a gentleman in 
that same parish (David ap Hugh).7 

Because there is no surname during this time period for these families, there was no 

7  Thomas Allen Glenn, Merion in the Welsh Tract: with Sketches of the Townships on Haverford 
and Radnor. Historical and Genealogical Collections Concerning the Welsh Barony in the Province of 
Pennsylvania, Settled by the Cymric Quakers in 1682 (Baltimore, Maryland: Genealogical Pub. Co., 1970), pages 
207-8, FHL Book 974.81 D2g 1970. Document 1. 

way to check for pedigrees without such a relationship between cousins being charted out.8 
The overwritten section of the chart below is where Rowland Ellis accidentally began writing 
John ap Rydderch [sic] near Hugh’s circle instead of Catherine’s circle. 

A 1649/50 indenture was witnessed by David John Hugh, Edward Vaughan, and John 
ap Hugh. Thomas Allen Glenn did an extraordinary amount of research in Wales on the 
origins of those Pennsylvania families. As the chief Welsh gentry came from this immediate 
vicinity in Merionethshire (hence their settlement was called Merion), he had made a con-
certed effort to trace those families from original documents. Glenn has made some errors or 
erroneous assumptions with other families, so caution is warranted here as well. Evidence can 
only be accepted from information that is derived from original documentation. The chart is 
one such critical piece of evidence. 

Rowland Ellis was born near Dolgelly. His origins are certain because a deed in Penn-
sylvania styles him “of Brin Mwar, in the County of Merioneth, gentleman, and recites trans-
actions he had with Humphrey Owen of Llwyndu (in Llwyngrill, Llangelynin) and others. 
Other Welsh immigrants who joined with them such as Edward Foulke actually kept a journal 
substantiating the origins. Foulke also recorded his extensive pedigrees. 

Mary, daughter of Hugh, son of Sion (John) is a key to original Welsh pedigrees. The 
Welsh herald Lewys Dwnn recorded pedigrees throughout the country in the 1590s and into 
the first decade of the 1600s. That is too early to pick up David ap Hugh goch, but does cover 
Hugh’s parents. Mary, daughter of Huw ab Sion [sic] of Tal Y Llyn, Merionethshire (in the 
mountains of Snowdonia east of Llangelynin), was the wife of “D[avi]d ab Howel ab Gronwy 
ab Ein[io]n.”9 This adds an additional generation to the pedigree. There was a Gronwy ap Ein-
ion ap Howell ap Edyved ab Aaron in Talybont that fits those generations and occurs in the 
immediate vicinity.10 The lagging question is whether those lines join and trace back further 
into the ancient pedigrees from “Aron ab Edyv d ab Llew[elly]n ab Tudyr” to the founder of 
the tribe Eduowain ab Bradwen who had a residence in Llangelynin.11 There is no definitive 
proof at this time.

8  Thomas Allen Glenn, Merion in the Welsh Tract: with Sketches of the Townships on Haverford 
and Radnor. Historical and Genealogical Collections Concerning the Welsh Barony in the Province of 
Pennsylvania, Settled by the Cymric Quakers in 1682 (Baltimore, Maryland: Genealogical Pub. Co., 1970), pages 
220-221, FHL Book 974.81 D2g 1970, Document 1. 

9  Meyrick,Samuel Rush, and Sir, Heraldic Visitations of Wales and Part of the Marches between the 
Years 1586 and 1613 by Lewys Dwnn (Llandovery: William Rees, 1846), page 278, FHL Book 942.9 D23d v. 1. 
Document 5.

10  Meyrick,Samuel Rush, and Sir, Heraldic Visitations of Wales and Part of the Marches between the 
Years 1586 and 1613 by Lewys Dwnn (Llandovery: William Rees, 1846), page 252-253, FHL Book 942.9 D23d v. 
1. Document 5.  

11  Meyrick,Samuel Rush, and Sir, Heraldic Visitations of Wales and Part of the Marches between the 
Years 1586 and 1613 by Lewys Dwnn (Llandovery: William Rees, 1846), page 238, FHL Book 942.9 D23d v. 1. 
Document 5.
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The surviving subsidies and taxes of the wealthiest inhabitants of the hundred of Tal-
y-bont (Talybont), which includes the township of Trer Morfa and the parish of Llangelynnin, 
substantiate the descent recorded in the pedigrees. The threshold for inclusion was, frequently 
owning lands worth at least £5, which certainly should have included David Pugh’s ancestors. 
We can chart out the following entries taken from the subsidies of Talybont:12

“hoell ap grono”   36 Henry VIII [1544-1545] E 179/222/314
“holl ap grono”  37 Henry VIII [1545-1546] E 179/22/316
“John ap Howell ap Grono”  6 Elizabeth I [1563-1564] E 179/222/322
“John ap Howell”  40 Elizabeth I [1597-1598] E 179/222/327
“hugh ap dd ap holl ap grono” 42 Elizabeth I [1599-1600] E 179/222/326
“hugh ap David”  42 Elizabeth I [1599-1600] E 179/222/325
“Hugo Davies gen[tleman] 5 Charles I [1629-1630] E 179/222/330
“Davidus ap Pugh”  15 Charles II [1663]  E 179/222/331
“humffridus ap Pugh”  15 Charles II [1663]  E 179/222/331

This list seems to indicate that Howel ap Gronwy was succeeded by a son named John 
who died about 1598-1600. Tragically, probate records of the Diocese of Bangor do not sur-
vive that early. The subsidies indicate that he was succeeded by “hugh ap dd ap holl ap grono” 
(Hugh ap David ap Howel ap Gronwy). That entry is extraordinary because it helps confirm 
the pedigree drawn up by Rowland Ellis. “Hugo Davies” (Hugh ap David), gentleman, was 
alive in 1629-30. He was dead by 1638, according to another record mentioned previously 
that documented “David ap Hugh goch” had succeeded him. The 1663 list was the first record 
Humphrey ap Hugh occurs in, as does David ap Pugh (David ap Hugh). 

The subsidy lists by themselves suggest the ancestry of David Pugh, grandson of David 
ap Pugh. They extend the ancestry back through Hugh, his father David, his father Howel, 
and his father Gronwy. “David ap Hugh” was also taxed for £5 in lands in the township of 
Morva in 1671-2, just before his death.13 

The parish register of Llangelynnin is not entirely complete for this period. It looks 
as though many pages of a damaged register were pulled together and bound. Baptisms, 

12  “Lay Subsidy Rolls for Merionethshire, 16th-17th Century (typescripts, National Library of Wales 
MS 1816D), FHL film #827865, item 3. 

13  Subsidy of Llangelynnin Parish, The National Archives (Kew, England), E 179/306/30, m. 21, 
checked by Simon Neil on our behalf. Lewis David ap Hugh and David John ap Hugh were both taxed for £5 in 
lands in the township of Cregenan, in Llangelynnin. 

marriages and burials were recorded in an irregular order, which would indicate missing 
records. The edges of many pages are lost, and the writing completely faded in other parts. 
There are still a number of entries that help anchor the chronology or the relatives discussed 
here. Most entries are recorded in Latin.

	lowria [Lowri] filia [daughter of] Davidi ap hugh, baptized 10 April 1623
	Hugo [Hugh] filius [son of] Davidi ap hugh, baptized 10 April 1625
	hugo filius humffridi ap pugh dd (Hugh son of Humphrey ap Hugh David), 

baptized 6 April 1628
	Agneta filia davidi ap hugh (Agnes, daughter of David ap Hugh), baptized 18 

[January] 1628/9
	Owinus filius Humffridi ap hugh dd, baptized 13 April 1629
	Catherina filia humffridi ap hugh dd, baptized 15 November 1631, buried 29 

November 1631
	Johanes [John] filius humffridi ap hugh dd, baptized 16 November 1632
	Maria [Mary] filia Davidi ap hugh, baptized 4 August 1633
	Samelus [Samuel] filius hunffridi ap hugh dd, baptized 22 January 1635/6
	Hugo filius Humffridi ap hugh, baptized 26 November 1637
	Hugo David [Hugh ap David], buried 17 August 1658 [possibly father of 

David ap Hugh]

Baptism of Hugh son of David ap Hugh at Llangelynnin 25 April 1625

This appears to be the baptisms of four of David ap Hugh’s children, a daughter named 
Lowri, baptized 10 April 1623, a son named Hugh, baptized 10 April 1625, a daughter named 
Agnes, baptized 18 January 1628/9, and a daughter named Mary baptized 4 August 1633. This 
matches the chronology that is expected for David ap Hugh goch, and places him in the same 
generation as Humphrey ap Hugh ap David. From other records it is known that David ap 
Hugh was a gentleman and had a landed estate in Trer Morfa. 

The client’s ancestor David Pugh was called David ap Hugh in his grandfather’s will. 
The baptism of Hugh, son of David ap Hugh, suggests that David Pugh’s father was indeed 
named Hugh. This would make Lewis Pugh son of David Pugh (ap Hugh), son of Hugh, son 
of the testator David ap Pugh. 
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Thomas Allen Glenn traced a possible ancestry of the mother of Rowland Ellis back 
through her father Humphrey ap Hugh back to Llewelyn ap Tudor, but it is problematic 
before generation number 7, Gronwy ab Einion, who was alive in 1514.14 John Humphrey, 
son of Humphrey ap Hugh of Llwyngrwill in Llangelynnin, used a seal attached to a docu-
ment dealing with the Welsh settlers in Pennsylvania. This seal quartered the arms of Collwyn 
(Gollwyn) ap Tangno, lord of Dyfed, founder of one of the Welsh tribes, in the first and fourth 
quarters ([sable] a chevron between three fleurs-de-lis [argent]), and the arms of Ednowain ap 
Bradwen in the second and third quarters ([gules] three snakes nowed [in a triangle argent]).15 

 a chevron between    gules three snakes nowed 

 three fleurs-de-lis    in TRIANGLE argent

If this seal represents the true ancestry it indicates that Hugh ap David (father of 
Humphrey ap Hugh, and presumably father of the client’s ancestor David ap Hugh) descends 
in the male line from Gollwyn ap Tangno, and somewhere along the line one of his male 
descendants married an heiress descended from Ednowain ap Bradwen. If John, son of Hum-
phrey ap Hugh (the bearer of the seal) was indeed nephew of David ap Hugh it would mean 
this is the client’s coat-of-arms.

14  Thomas Allen Glenn, “Reifsnyder-Gillam Ancestry,” Google Books (Online: Google, 2012) 
[scanned images of the book originally published in Philadelphia: privately printed, 1902], <http://books.google.
com>, accessed June 2012. Document 2. 

15  Thomas Allen Glenn, Merion in the Welsh Tract…Historical and Genealogical Collections 
Concerning the Welsh Barony in the Province of Pennsylvania, Settled by the Cymbric Quakers in 1682 
(Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Company, 1970), FHL Book 974.81 D2g 1970, page 245. 

The descent would run (according to Thomas Allen Glenn, if the partial pedigrees in 
Dwnn’s Visitations of Wales are merged):

1. Llewelyn ap Tudor (Llywelyn ap Tudur), lord of the Comot (Hundred) of 
Talybont, Merionethshire, who did homage to King Edward I in 1283 with 
the other lords of Wales. 

2. Ednyfed ap Llewelyn (Llywelyn), stated to be of Llangelynin, Merioneth-
shire, living in 1343. He married Gwenllian, daughter and coheiress of 
Griffith ap Adda (whose tomb survives at Towyn).

3. Aron ab Ednyfed, living during the reign of King Edward III. He married 
Gwellnian, daughter and co-heiress of Gwffydd Ddu ap Ievan ap Einion, of 
Llanvendigaid in Llangelynin. 

4. Ednyfed ab Aron, a baliff of Talybont in 1397. He married Lowry, daughter 
of Ievan Lloyd Fychan of Pwll Dyfach. 

5. Howell ap Ednyfed (Hywel ab Ednyfed), living about 1452-3. 
6. Einion ap Howell (Einion ap Hywel), said to be of Llangelynin (by Glenn), 

married Sissly (Cicely) the illegitimate daughter of Sir John Burgh, lord of 
Mawddwy, Merionethshire. It was common practice for English lords in 
Wales to marry their illegitimate daughters to local Welsh lords. In English 
law it meant that daughter was incapable of inheritance (so would not take 
the family lands away in case of death of a brother), but in the eyes of the 
Welsh, illegitimacy was no shame (most prominent lords had a number of 
spouses). If this connection is correct, it would provide royal ancestry back 
to King Edward I through the Burgh and Corbet families. [The connection 
between generations 6 and 7 is very questionable. More documentation is 
needed before it could be accepted. Sir John Burgh, lord of Mawddwy, Merio-
nethshire, was very wealthy, so some records might exist that would mention 
the family of an illegitimate daughter.]

7. Goronwy ap Einion (Gronwy ab Einion), living in 1514,16 is given as mar-
rying Arddyn, daughter of Ednyfed ap Ierworth, though the pedigrees 
recorded by Lewys Dwnn conflict in which generation to place her. 

8. Howell ap Goronwy (Hywel ap Gronwy), apparently of Llangelynin 

16  [author unknown], Notes from the Records of Inquisitions, Held for the County of Merioneth, 
Archaeologia Cambrensis, 1st series, 3 (1848), FHL Book 942.9 B2c, ser. 1, v. 3. Document 14.
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(according to Glenn), taxed in the hundred of Tal-y-bont 36 and 37 Henry 
VIIII [1544-6], dead by 1564, when his son John was taxed.

9. David ap Howell (Dafydd ap Hywel), guessed to be born circa 1540-50. He 
married Mary, daughter of Hugh ap John of Tal y Llyn, eight miles south-
west of Dolgelly.

10. Hugh ap David (Huw ap Dafydd), dead before 1649/50 (when Humphrey 
ap Hugh was in possession of the inheritance), married Catherine, daugh-
ter of Rhydderch ap John of Abergydolwyn, stated by Glenn to be son of 
John ap Gruffyf of Abergydolwyn (living 1553 and 1583), son of Gruffyd 
ap Iervan of Abergydolwyn (living 1516 and 1550), son of Ievan ap Owen 
of Abergydolwyn.17 Hugh ap David ap Howel ap Gronwy was taxed in 
Tal-y-bont in the 42nd year of the reign of Queen Elizabeth I [1599-1600]. 
That entry giving four generations solidifies the pedigree back to the reign 
of Henry VIII. Hugh was still living in the 5th year of the reign of Charles I 
[1629-1630], when he was again taxed in Tal-y-bont and styled gentleman. 
He was dead by 1638, when David ap Hugh goch was listed among the 
chief residents of Llangelynnin.

11. David ap Hugh (Dafydd ap Huw), brother of Humphrey ap Hugh of Llwyn 
du, Llwyngrill, Llangelynin, Merionethshire.18 Glenn identifies him as the 
David ap Hugh goch of Llangelynin who was taxed in 1636. By our analy-
sis, he would then be David ap Hugh of [Trer] Morva township in 1666 
who was the second wealthiest listed in that township in the Hearth Tax, 
and the gentleman who died testate in February 1672/3 and was buried in 
Llangelynin, Merionethshire. If this is correct, then next generation would 
follow.

12. Hugh ap David, who apparently predeceased his elderly father.
13. David ap Pugh [sic], or David Pugh, gentleman, of Trer Morfa in 1678, 

cousin of Edward Price, gentleman.
14. Lewis Pugh, of Virginia, client’s immigrant ancestor. A son of David ap 

17  This is apparently according to an article on the Pughe [sic] family of Cwmllowe published in 
Montgomery Collections, 24(1890). 

18  Though in one place Glenn speculates that David might have died without issue, there is no real 
evidence of that. Glenn equates him with the David ap Hugh goch who was taxed in 1636 in Llangelynin. If that 
identification is correct, it would follow that David did not die, but was still alive as the David ap Hugh in 1666, 
and therefore the testator of 1672/3, who it is concluded is the client’s ancestor.

Hugh and his wife Elizabeth was baptized at Llangelynnin on 1 Novem-
ber 1672, but the entry was very faded. The original register might need 
to be examined using ultraviolet light to pick up faded ink residue in the 
parchment. 

If Glenn was correct in making David ap Hugh of Llangelynin brother of Humphrey 
ap Hugh, and the analysis of the evidence is correct as compiled to date (which clearly indi-
cates that David ap Hugh was the gentleman who would fit as grandfather of David Pugh, 
who is undoubtedly the client’s ancestor), then the client’s ancestry would definitely extend 
back through Hugh ap David to his father David, to his father Howell to his father Goronwy 
(according to the pedigree made by Rowland Ellis), and then to his father Einion (according 
to the pedigree recorded by Dwnn about 1600, give or take a few years). 

The pedigree of Captain John Morgan of Talybont who was of the same generation as 
David states that he was son of Gruffydd, son of Gronwy, son of Einion, son of Howell, son of 
Ednyved, son of Aaron.19 It is possible these lineages do indeed link. No one questions that 
from that point the pedigree does trace back to Eduowain ab Bradwen, the Welsh tribal lord. 

Edward Foulke, the Welsh gentleman mentioned before who recorded his pedigrees 
(born 13 July 1651, so about the same general time as David Pugh was born) included a num-
ber of lines that were not recorded by Dwnn until the line gets back five or more generations 
(a family of Llanuwchllyn). Just as his pedigree was known to himself and eventually linked 
up, the purported pedigree of the client’s direct ancestry has even more evidence in what does 
survive. 

Even if the distant ancestry should remain tenuous, if David ap Hugh goch is indeed 
son of Hugh ap David (Huw ap Dafydd) of Llangelynin, an incredible amount of ancestry 
could be genuinely traced through his mother Mary, daughter of Huw ap Sion of Tal y Lyn 
(Tal-y-llyn), Merionethshire.20 

Paul C. Reed,
Fellow of the American Society of Genealogists 

19  Meyrick,Samuel Rush, and Sir, Heraldic Visitations of Wales and Part of the Marches between the 
Years 1586 and 1613 by Lewys Dwnn (Llandovery: William Rees, 1846), pages 253 and 278, FHL Book 942.9 
D23d v. 1.document 5.

20  “Welsh Medieval Database Primarily of Nobility and Gentry, Historic Families” (Online: 
Intellectual Reserve, Inc., 2012), <http://histfam.familysearch.org>, accessed June 2012. Document 7. For her 
ancestry in electronic format, see http://histfam.familysearch.org/pedigree.php?personID=I105604&tree=Welsh.  
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Descent from the King’s of Gwynedd and the Viking Kings of Dublin

Sitriuc (Sygtrygg) “Silkenbeard”, King of Dublin = Slani, daughter of Brian Bóruma, High 

King of Ireland

Olaf (Amlaíb mac Sitruic), d. 1034 = Máelcorcre inghean Dúnlainge

Ragnaillt of Dublin (Ragnhildr, daughter of Olaf) = Cynan ab Iago, died circa 1063 (Dublin, 

Ireland)

Gruffudd ap Cynan, King of Gwynedd = Angharad, daughter of Owain ab Edwin, Prince of 

Tegeingle

Cadwaladr ap Gruffudd, Prince of North Wales, died March 1172 = Adles, daughter of Rich-

ard de Clare

Richert (Richard) ap Cadwaladr = Annes ferch Gwyn “Ddistain”

Gwenllian ferch Richard = Einion ap Gwalchmai (an eminent poet)

Marged (Margret) ferch Einion = Gruffudd ap Ednyfed “Fychan” 

Gwennlian ferch Gruffudd = Hywel ap Maredudd of, Bron-y-foel, Llanenddwyn, Merioneth-

shire, Wales

Ieuan ap Hywel (descended in the male line from Gollwyn ap Tangngo)

Gwenllian ferch Ieuan = Ieuan ap Gruffudd, of Llanuwchllyn, Merionethshire

(daughter) ferch Ieuan = Hywel “Pickill” ap Meurig

Mallt ferch Hywell = Meurig “Llwyd” ap Meurig “Fuchan,” lord of Nannau, Llanfachreth, 

Merionethshire

Gruffudd “Derwas,” Esquire to the Body of King Henry VI, of Gwanas, Dollgellau, 

Merionethshire

Maredudd (Meredith) ap Gruffudd = Tangwystll ferch Llywelyn, of Bodgadfan, Llangelynnin

Mawd ferch Maredudd = Maredudd “y Bedo” ap Deio, of Tal-y-llyn, Merionethshire

John “ ap Maredudd y Bedo,” of Ty’nghwm Rhwyddfer, Tal-y-llyn = Gwenllian ferch Ednyfed

Huw (Hugh) ap John = Catrin ferch Rhys

Mary ferch Huw = Dafydd (David) ap Hywel (Howell), of Llangwlynnin, Tal-y-bont, 

Merionethshire

Huw (Hugh goch) ap David, of Talybont = Catrin ferch of Abergynolwen

David ap Hugh, gentleman, of Tre’r Morfa, Llangelynnin, died 1672

Hugh ap David, baptized 10 April 1625, Llangelynnin

David ap Hugh/Pugh, gentleman, born about 1650, Tre-r Morfa, Llangelynnin = Elizabeth

Lewis Pugh, perhaps baptized 1 November 1672, Llangelynnin

Appendix — Chancery Proceedings, Bill and Answer

[Crease] Novr 1735  To The Right Honourable Charles Lord Talbot Baron of Hensol 
Lord High Chancellor of Great Brittain./

[1] Humbly Complaining Sheweth [showeth] unto your Lordship Your Orator Lewis 
Pugh late of the parish of Lewims[?] Burgh in the County of Richmond upon Rappahannuck 
River in Virginia Planter and now of Dolgelley […] in the County of Merioneth That David 
Pugh late [of]

[2] Sheffrey in the parish of Llanglynin in the said County of Merioneth Gentleman 
(Your orators late ffather) deceased was in his Lifetime and att the time of his Decease seized 
[seised] in his Demesne as of fee simple of and in severall Messuages Lands Tenements and 
hereditaments Comonly [known as/called]

[3] by the Severall names of Deildre, Tyddyn Sheffrey and Cloddie Byrrion Situate 
Lyeing and being in the said parish of Llanglynin of the Yearly value of fforty pounds and 
upwards and being so seised He the said David Pugh in his Life time to witt about forty eight 
years agoe either Mortgaged [faded]

[4] premisses to Thomas Price late of Ruthin in the County of Denbigh Esquire (Since 
Deceased) for securing the payment of the sume of four Hundred pounds or thereabouts or 
otherwise the said David Pugh gave some other security to the said Thomas Price for the said 
money which [affected?] […faded…]

[5] the said premisses and which was to be void of the said premisses were to be re-
deemable on payment of the principall and Interest due on the said Security And Your Ora-
tor further sheweth unto your Lordship that soon after the said Thomas Price had gott such 
Mortgage or either security as afore [faded] 

[6] the said David Pugh He the said Thomas Price brought an Ejectment for the said 
premisses upon the said Mortgage or other Security and obtained Judgment therein and sued 
out Execution thereupon by virtue whereof possession of the said premisses was delivered to 
the said Thomas [faded (Price)] 

[7] Continued in possession thereof and received the Rents issues and profitts thereof 
from the time till his Death which happened about Twenty […] years agoe And your orator 
further sheweth unto your Lordship that after the said Thomas Price had so gott into posses-
sion [faded] 

[8] premisses your orators said late ffather not haveing any other Estate and not being 
then able to give your orator any subsistence your orator went to Virginia where he Constant-
ly resided and did not return to England till lately And Your orator further sheweth that his 
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said late ffather [departed]
[9] this Life about fforty […] years ago Leaving your orator Son and Heir upon whose 

decease your Orator became intitled to the said premisses subject to the said Mortgage or 
other security as aforesaid and to the Equity of Redempc[i]on thereof And your orator further 
sheweth the [faded] 

[10] Decease of the said Thomas Price Owen Price his Son and Heir and one John 
Whittstone [superscript:] otherwise Whetstone [regular text:] and Jane his wife (which said 
Jane was Daughter of the said Thomas Price) or some or one of them being the proper and 
Legall Representatives or Representative of the said Thomas Price [Conveyed or] [faded] 

[11] Assigned over all their Right Title and Interest in and to the said premisses to Ed-
ward Price late of Dolgelley in the said County of Merioneth Esquire since deceased and who 
was Brother of the said Thomas Price by Virtue whereof the said Edward Price about Twenty 
[…] [Years] [faded] [ago entered]

[12] into and upon the said premisses and Continued in possession and received the 
Rents Issues and profits thereof till the time of his Death which happened in or about the year 
of our Lord one Thousand Seaven Hundred and Twenty five and the said Edward Price about 
five or six years [faded] [before his]

[13] Decease fell a Considerable quantity of Timber and other Trees then growing on 
the said premisses which was of the vallue of Six hundred pounds or thereabouts and either 
sold the same or Converted the same to his own use whereby and by recei[p]t of the Rents is-
sues and profits of [faded]

[14] premisses all the principall money and Interest due on the said Mortgage or other 
Security was paid and satisfyed with a very great overplus And your orator further sheweth 
unto your Lordship that the said Edward Price in his Lifetime being satisfyed that he had no 
[Right] [faded] 

[15] said premisses but under the said Mortgage or other Security and that the Heir at 
Law of the said David Pugh was Entitled to the Equity of Redemption thereof but not know-
ing whether your orator was then Living your orator having for severall years before that time 
resided in [Virginia] [faded] 

[16] and not having been in England from the time he went to Virginia as aforesaid 
He the said Edward Price duly made and published his Last Will and Testament in writing 
bearing date on or about the Twenty third day of October one Thousand seaven hundred and 
Twenty five and there [faded] 

[17] other things) gave devised and bequeathed until William Price of Geeler in the 
said County of Denbigh Gentleman (whom he appointed to be Executor of his said Will and 

Residuall […] Legatee therein) the sume of three hundred pounds part of the money due to 
him upon the said [faded] 

[18] other Security or upon any other account whatsoever from the said premisses and 
as to the rest of the vallue of the said premisses He Left and recommended to his said Execu-
tor to give and Dispose of the same to the Children and Legall Representative of the said 
David Pugh (who he [the said] [faded]

[19] in the said Will Called his Cosen David ap Pugh) as his said Executor Should 
think fitt and reasonable with regard to the great Burthen [burden] debts and Legacies the 
said Testator laid upon his said Executor and the good opinion the said Testator had of his 
said Executors honestly as in and by [the said] [faded]

[20] and Testament now in the Custody or power of the said William Price had your 
orator the same to produce would more fully appear And Your Orator further sheweth that 
imediately [sic] after the Decease of the said Edward Price the said William Price duly proved 
the said Will and [faded]

[21] himself of Assetts of the said Testator over and besides the said three hundred 
pounds herein before and in the Will menc[i]oned much more then sufficient to pay all the 
said Testator’s debts Legacies and ffunerall Expenses and the said William Price likewise 
im’ediately after the Death of the said [Testator] [faded] 

[22] and hath ever Since held and Enjoyed the said premisses and received the Rents 
Issues and profits thereof and thereby received much more then the said sume of three hun-
dred pounds Left to him in and by the said Will as aforesaid And your orator further sheweth 
that he was an [intire?] [faded]

[23] and every the said Transactions during his said residence in Virginia butt appre-
hending that all the money due on any account from the said premisses was paid and dis-
charged He about six months […] agoe Came to England to inquire after the same and being 
informed [su…?] [faded]

[24] England as aforesaid that the said Edward Price had in his Lifetime Cutt down 
and fallen such quantity of Timber and other Trees as aforesaid and that he had made such 
Will as herein before is menconed your orator applied to the said William Price and desired 
him to come to an account [faded]

[25] in the premisses and Your orator offered that if anything remained fairly and 
Justly due to the said William Price as Executor as aforesaid upon any security that affected 
the said premisses to pay and discharge the same and the said William Price agreed thereto 
and primised to Come to fair and Just [account?] [faded]

[26] orator in the premises But now so it is may it please Your Lordship that the said 
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William Price who is one of the Defendants hereunto being Combined and Confederated to 
and with Edward […] Pugh (your orator’s Brother second son of the said David Pugh) who is 
an other Defendant [faded]

[27] and to and with divers other persons att present unknown to Your orator whom 
when discovered your orator prays Liberty to add and make parties Defendants hereunto with 
proper Charges against them and intending to defraud your orator in the premises and to 
defeat and deprive [faded]

[28] premisses and the Equity of Redemption thereof the said Defendant William doth 
now deny and refuse to Come to any account with your orator in the premisses sometimes 
pretending that the said premisses were absolutely Conveyed by the said David Pugh to the 
said Thomas Price without any Condition or p[faded]

[29] Redemption whatsoever and that the Same were regularly Conveyed by the prop-
er Representative or Representatives of the said Thomas Price to the said Edward Price and att 
other times the said Defendant William Price doth admitt the said premisses were Conveyed 
to the said Thomas [Price] [faded]

[30] of Mortgage butt insists that the said premisses have been held for so Long a time 
under the said Mortgage that your orator is not now Entitled to a Redemption thereof and the 
said Defendant William Price also sometimes pretends that the Equity of Redemption of the 
said premisses hath [faded]

[31] foreclosed and both the Defendants do Sometimes pretend that by the Will of the 
said Edward Price it was Left discretionary in the said Defendant William Price to give the 
overplus of the vallue of the said premisses after a deduction of the said three hundred pounds 
to such of the Children of the [said] [faded]

[32] Pugh as he the said William Prince Should think proper and that he hath given 
the Sume of Two hundred pounds or some other sume of money to the said Defendant Ed-
ward […] Pugh as he is one of the Children of the said David Pugh Whereas your orator doth 
expressly Charge [as the?] [faded]

[33] that the only reason of Your orators not Applying Sooner for a Redemption of the 
said premisses was his ling residence in Virginia aforesaid and that the Equity of Redemption 
of the said premisses was never foreclosed And your orator further Chargeth that the said 
Defendant [Edward] [faded]

[34] Pugh (who is a Seafairing Man and hath been frequently employed as a Ship 
Carpenter) Came severall times to Virginia during your orators residence there in order to 
prevent and keep your orator from making any inquiry after the said premisses He informed 
your orator that there was [faded]

[35] therefrom upon the Security herein before menc[i]oned then the Same were 
worth and the said Defendant after his return to England the better to Carry on his fraud and 
designs reported and told your orators ffriends and Relations that your orator was dead And 
your orator doth further [faded]

[36] Humbly insist upon it that in Case he were not otherwise Entitled to the Redemp-
tion of the said premises yett that by vurtue of the said Will of the said Edward Price He is 
entitled thereto subject to the Said three hundred pounds Left to the said Defendant William 
Price as [faded]

[37] orator is Son and Heir and only Legal Representative of the said David Pugh and 
that the Defendant William Price ought to account with your orator for the Rents issues and 
profits of the said Premisses Since the death of the said Edward Price And And the said De-
fendant [faded] 

[38] Price doth sometimes pretend he hath some other right or Title to the said prem-
ises or some other Charges or Incumbrances thereon butt refuses to deliver the Same or by 
what Conveyances or for what term or Estate the said premises were Conveyed to the said 
Thomas [Price]

[39] wether any and what sume or sums of money now remain due thereon All which 
actings and pretences of the said Defendants and their Confederates are Contrary to all right 
Equity and good Cons[c]ience and tend to your orators apparent wrong and prejudice in ten-
der Considera[tion] [faded] 

[40] and forasmuch as Your orator under the Circumstances of his Case is remediless 
att Law and only Capable of having a discovery of the truth of and suitable reliefe in all and 
Singular the said premisses by the aid of a Court of Equity where matters of this nature are 
most properly Cog[faded] 

[41] End therefore that the said Defendants and their Confederates as discovered may 
according to the best of their respective knowledges remembrances and beliefs true direct and 
perfect [au?]livers make to all and Singular the said premisses as fully as if the same were here 
[faded] 

[42] and particularly interrogated unto and more especially may Sett forth whether 
your orators said late ffather was not in his Life time and att the time of his Death Seised in 
his Demesne as of fee or of [ink bltch]ther and what Estate of and in the said premisses herein 
before menc[i]oned [faded] 

[43] what part thereof or of the Equity of Redemption thereof or any and what part 
thereof and what is the full and true yearly value of the said premisses and whether the said 
David Pugh did not abo[ut th]e time herein before for that purpose menc[i]oned or att any 
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other time and [faded] 
[44] and what Conveyance or Conveyances Deed or Deeds Mortgage or Convey 

the said premises or any and what part thereof to the said Thomas Price for Securing the 
paym[en]t of any and what Sume or Sums of money and that the said Defendant William 
Price may Sett forth the date or dates partie[faded] 

[45] Considerac[i]on or Considerac[i]ons Havendum or Havendums full Effect and 
Contents and of such Deed or Deeds Conveyance or Conveyances and whether there is 
therein or in any other and what Deed relating thereto any and what power of Redemeption 
of the said ^[superscript:] premisses [regular script:] reserved or Expressed [And?] [faded] 

[46] he the said Defendant William Price now hath or att any time and when Last had 
in his hands Custody or power all or any and which of the said Deed or Deeds Conveyance or 
Conveyances or where the Same or any and which of them now is or are or Last and when was 
or were [And?] [faded] 

[47] Thomas Price did not and when and by what means get into possession of the 
said premisses or any and what part thereof and whether he did not Continue in possession 
thereof and receive all or any and what part of the Rends issues and profitts of the said prem-
isses till his [faded] 

[48] for any and what part of that time and when he Dyed, And that both the said De-
fendants may sett forth whether your orator did not and when go to Virginia and how Long 
he resided there and when he returned from thence and whether the said David Pugh did not 
Dye about the time her[faded] 

[49] for that purpose menc[i]ned or when he Dyed And whether Your orator is not his 
Son and Heir And that the said Defendant William Price may Sett forth and discover whether 
the said Owen Price John Whittstone [superscript:] otherwise Whetstone [regular script:] and 
Jane his wife or any and which or any and what other Representative or Repre[sentatives] 

[50] of the said Thomas Price did not att ant time and when and how Long after the 
decease of the said Thomas Price by any and what Deed or Deeds or how otherwise Convey or 
Assigne over all or any and what part of their or any and which of their Right Title or Interest 
or to the said [faded] 

[51] or any and what part thereof to the said Edward Price or to any other person 
or persons and whom in Trust for him And may sett forth the date or dates parties names 
Considerac[i]on or Considerac[i]ons and by whom and to whom and when paid Habendum 
or Habendums full effect [and C…] [faded] 

[52] of the said Deed or Deeds and whether there is any thing menc[i]oned or Ex-
pressed therein relating to any and what Equity of Redemption of the said premisses And 

whether ^[superscript:] he [regular script:] the said Defendant William Price now hath or att 
any time and when Last had the said Last menc[i]oned Deed or [Deeds] [faded]

[53] any and which of them in his hands Custody or power or where the same or any 
and which of them now is or are or Last and when was or were And how much was due upon 
the said Security for principall and Interest Respectively att the time the said premisses were 
so Conveyed [or?] [faded] 

[54] to the said Edward Price as aforesaid as the said Defendant William Price knows 
or in his Conciense believes And whether the said Edward Price did not about the time herein 
before for that purpose menc[i]oned or att any other time and when first Enter upon the said 
[premisses] [faded]

[55] any and what part thereof and how long he was in possession thereof before his 
Decease and when He Dyed And whether the said Edward Parice did not about five or six 
years before his Death or at any other time or times and when fall or Cutt down or Cause to 
be [faded] 

[56] Cutt down any and what Number or quantity or quantities of Timber or other 
and what Trees then growing on the said premises or any and what part or parts thereof 
and what was the full and true vallue or vallues thereof in the whole as the said Defendant 
[William] 

[57] Price knows or hath heard or for and what reason believes and how were the same 
applied or disposed of and who received or had all or any and what part of the profitt thereof 
or benefit thereby and how much ^[superscript:] yearly rents [regular script:] the said Edward 
Price received or might without his [own] [faded] 

[58] have received for or on account of the Rents issues and profitts of the said prem-
isses during the time he was so in possession thereof as aforesaid according to the best of the 
said Defendant William Prices knowledge or beliefe And whether any and what [sume or] 

[59] Sums of money was or were really and truly due and owing to the the said Ed-
ward Price att the time of is Decease upon or by virtue of the said security or any other and 
what security that affected or Charged the said premisses And whether the said Edward Price 
[did] [faded] 

[60] before his Decease make and duly Execute such Last Will and Testament as afore-
said or at any other and what Last Will and how were the said premisses therein and thereby 
disposed of and whether the said Edward Price did not Leave Assets over and besides the said 
[three] 

[61] hundred pounds Suffucuent to pay app his Debts and the particular Legacies 
by his said Will given And whether the said Defendant William Price did not upon or soon 
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and in how long time after the Death of the said Edward Price Enter upon the said premisses 
[faded]

[62] what part thereof and whether he hath not ever Since held and Enjoyed the same 
or received the Rents issues and profitts thereof or any and what part thereof or how long he 
hath held and Enjoyed the same or received all or any and what part of the [Rents issues] 

[63] or profitts thereof and what the Rents issues and profitts of the said premisses 
have accounted to in each year respectively since the Decease of the said Edward Price And 
whether your orator ^[superscript:] hath not [regular script:] and when ^[superscript:] by 
himself or some other person [regular script:] applied to the said Defendant William Price to 
Co[me] [faded]

[64] account with your orator in the premises And whether the Equity of Redemption 
of the said premisses was att any time and when and by Decree or what Court foreclosed and 
who were parties to that suit And that the said Defendant Edward […] Pugh [faded] 

[65] and discover whether he was not Severall or any and how many times and when 
att Virginia during your orator’s residence there and whether he did not then or att any other 
time or times and when and for what reason or reasons inform your orator that there was as 
[much] [faded] 

[66] money due from the said premisses then the same were worth or to that or the 
like effect or what else did he say or inform your orator relating thereto And whether the 
said Defendant Edward […] Pugh did not after his return to England or att any other time or 
[times] [faded] 

[67] when and for what reason or reasons report or say to any person or persons and 
when that your Orator was dead And that both the said Defendants may sett forth whether 
the said Defendant William Price did att time or times and when pay or give or [Convey] 
[faded]

[68] given any and what sume or sums of money to the said Defendant Edward […] 
Pugh on any and whatt account relating to the said premisses and what were the reasons mo-
tives or Considerac[i]ons thereof or how was the said Defendant William [Price] 

[69] induced or perswaded so to do and that the Defendant William Price may sett 
forth what Right or Title he hath or Claims or pretends to have in or to the said premisses or 
any and what part thereof and whether he hath any other and what Incumbrances that affect 
[the said premisses?] 

[70] any and what part thereof and when and to whom and by whom the same were 
made and for what Considerac[i]on or Considerac[i]ons and by whom and to whom and 
when paid And how much money is now really and truly due thereon respectively And 

whether any and [what?] [faded] 
[71] money now remains fairly and Justly due on the said Security herein before 

menc[i]oned to be given to the said Thomas Price And that the said Defendant William Price 
may Come to a fair and Just account with your orator for the Rents issues and profits of the 
said [premisses] 

[72] received by the said Edward Price in his Life time or by the said Defendant Wil-
liam Price since his Decease Respectively or in Case this Honourable Court Shall not think fitt 
to oblige him to account for the Rents issues and profits of the said premisses received by the 
[said] [Edward] 

[73] Price then that he may account with your orator for the Rents issues and profitts 
of the said premisses received by him since the Decease of the said Edward Price and in that 
Case if any thing shall appear to be still due to him the said Defendant William Price [Ac-
count or?] [faded] 

[74] said three hundred pounds so Left to him as aforesaid that your orator upon pay-
ment thereof may be Lett in to redeem the said premisses and that the said Defendant Wil-
liam Price may be decreed to Surrender or Assigne or Transferr the said Security so made to 
the said Thomas Price [faded] 

[75] aforesaid to or to the use of or in Trust for your orator in Such manner as this 
Honourable Shall direct and that the said Defendant William Price may be Likewise decreed 
to deliver quiet and pe[a]ceable possession of the said premisses to your orator and that your 
orator [faded] 

[76] further and fully releived in all and singular the said premisses according to 
Equity and good conscience […] May it please your Lordship to grant unto your Orator his 
Magestyes most gratious writt or writs of subp[o]ena issueing out of and under seale of this 
hono[ra]ble Court [to be] 

[77] directed to the said William Price and Edward Pugh and the rest of the Confe-
dater [sic] when discovered thereby com[m]anding ^[superscript:] them [regular script:] 
and each […] and every of them at a certain day & under a certain pain therein to be limitted 
personally to be & appear before your Lordship in this [Court] [faded]

[78] Court [insertion:] then & there to answer all singulat the prmisses [regular text:] 
& to stand to & abide such further order and decree herein as to your Lordship shall seem 
meet And you rOrator shall ever pray and soeforth W[illia]m Falconer 

[Preamble:] Sworn at the public office the 7th of June 1736 before S Burroughs[;]
10 June 1736 Drury
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[1] The answer of William Price gentleman one of the defendants to the Bill of Com-
plaint of Lewis Pugh complainant

[2] this defendant saving and reserving to himself all benefit and advantage of excep-
tion to the errors insufficiencies and imperfections of the complainant’s said Bill of Complaint 
for answer thereunto he this defendant doth answer and say that he believes it to be true that 
David Pugh late of Tiddyn Sheffry in the parish of Langlynin in the county of Merioneth 
gentleman [faded: was in his] lifetime 

[3] seised in fee simple or of some other estate of inheritance which he had power to 
dispose of, of and in all those several messuages or tenements called Tyddin Sheffry & Tal-
garth Ucha and all those several closes closures and parcels of land called Cae Gwnet Gweir-
glued[?] Eingen Yr Ystum[?] Y Wenglued ddu y Uern[?] Ucha y Evem[?] Bel[botch]cuedau[?] 
y ffannon Cae Yr Kyllyncae[?] Canol[?] y Cad Pella y Gribbai[?] y [faded] ffored Koft y Coed

[4] and Garth Maur [Mawr] all which said premises are lying and being in the town-
ship of Tre Yr Morfa in the said county of Merioneth and all those messuages or tenements 
called Y Deildre and all those several closes closures and parcels of land called ffrith Y Deildre 
ffrith y Worne Gessell Cad Yr Hared[?] Tu’ ffrith Yr Acls[?] Cas Canol & Cae Yr Tu’ Rhwugy 
ddu [crease] Graig situate and lying in the township of Arg[? Faded] county of Merioneth and 
all

[5] that messuage or tenement in Cregannan aforesaid called Creigie Morwyn and all 
those several parcels of land in Cregennan ffrith y Coed ffrith y ffynnon Wen[?]Cad y Tu’ Yny 
Cad Ca Twutu Ir Stubor Rhes y ffownog Y Gwbonyed[?] Cre[?] Garw ffrith Y Sarne & ffrith 
Pant ddu all which premises might be then of the yearly value of 25 pounds and no more as 
[faded] and this defendant believes 

[6] and admits it to be true that by indenture quadriptite (with livery of seisin en-
dorsed) bearing date on or about the 23rd day of June in the 2nd year of the reign of their late 
majesties King William and Queen Mary made or mentioned to be made between him the 
said David Pugh of the first part Thomas Price of the Inner Temple London esquire of the 
second part and Henry Mostyn of county of Denbigh 

[7] and Lewis Owen of the parish of Dolgelly in the county of Merioneth gentleman of 
the fourth part he the said David Pugh for and in consideration of the sum of 480 pounds of 
lawful English money unto him the said David Pugh & by his order by the said Thomas Price 
paid satisfied and secured to be paid as in the said indenture is set forth [faded] and con-
firmed [faded]

[8] said Thomas Price all those the said several messuages or tenements lands and 
premises together with all the houses buildings barns stables orchards gardens lands woods 

underwoods feedings ways waste[?] waters watercourses piscarys commons turbaries prof-
its and hereditaments whatsoever to the said premises or any of them or any part or parcel 
thereof belonging [faded] and containing or to or with the [faded]

[9] or at any time theretofore demised use occupied or enjoyed or accepted refused[?] 
or taken as part parcel or member thereof or of any of them and all other the messuages lands 
tenements and hereditaments whatsoever of the said David Pugh or whereof he or any per-
son or persons in trust for him or to his use was or were seised of any estate of inheritance in 
[faded (fee simple?)] in the parish of [Langlynnin]

[10] or elsewhere in the said county of Merioneth and the reversion and reversions 
rent and rents thereof to hold all and singular the said messuages tenements lands heredita-
ments and premises therein before mentioned to be situate and lying in the township of Tre Yr 
Morfa aforesaid unto the said Thomas Price his heirs and assignees forever to the use of him 
the said Thomas Price his heirs and assignees [faded] aforementioned [faded] lands 

[11] and to and for no other use intent or purpose whatsoever and to hold all and 
singular other the messuages lands tenements hereditaments and premises therein before 
mentioned and described whereof no use or estate was thereby before limited or appointed of 
or concerning the same unto the said Thomas Price his heirs and assignees to the use of the 
said Thomas Price his heirs and assignees forever [faded] the said messuages lands tenements 
hereditaments 

[12] and premises might be effectually conveyed and assured according to the true 
intent and meaning of the said indenture it is therein mentioned to be covenanted concluded 
and agreed by and between all the said parties to the said indenture for themselves and their 
heirs and to the true intent and meaning of the same indenture and the parties thereto that 
the said Henry Mostyn should before the next Great Session to be [held?] for the county of 
Merioneth in due form of law [faded]

[13] their Majesties’ writ of Quod or deforce at against the said Thomas Price and 
should thereby demand against him all singular the messuages lands and hereditaments 
therein before mentioned and comprised (other than and except the said messuages lands 
hereditaments and premises in the said township of Treer Mufra aforesaid by the name and 
descriptions therein mentioned or any other names and descriptions [faded] that such other 
proceedings should be faded]

[14] as that a good and perfect common recovery might be had executed and suffered 
of the said premises which said recovery it was thereby declared should inure to the use and 
behoofe of the said Thomas Price his heirs and assignees and for over and to and for no other 
use intent or purpose whatsoever in which said indenture there is contained a covenant for 
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redemption of the premises thereby granted on [faded] the said David Pugh his heirs execu-
tors or administrators unto the said [faded]

[15] his executors or administrators of the sum of 508 pounds 16 shillings on the 24th 
day of June which should be in the year of our Lord 1694 and the sum of 8 pounds 16 shillings 
upon every […] inure until and except the said 24th day of June on […] 508 pounds were pay-
able upon which said indenture there is a receipt endorsed which appears to be signed by the 
said David Pugh for the [faded] pounds […] of the consideration money therein mentioned 
[faded]

[16] the same indenture there is an endorsement in the words or to the effect following 
to wit Memorandum that this 12th day of October in the year of our Lord God 1691 and in the 
3rd year of the reign of our sovereign Lord and Lady King William and Queen Mary over Eng-
land etc. I the within named David Pugh have made and […] and [faded] within also named 
Thomas Price esquire and upon the foot of the agreement [faded]

[17] plainly and fully appear I also acknowledge to have and received of the said 
Thomas Price and that he hath paid by my order to my creditors and to clear the within 
mortgaged lands and premises from other prior mortgages and other encumbrances the said 
further sum of 430 pounds over and above the other 50 pounds hereupon indorsed all [faded] 
whole unto the sum of four hundred [faded]

[18] pounds which said several sums I hereby acknowledge to have had and received 
of the said Thomas Price as well for and in full of the sum of 480 pounds being the consider-
ation money within mentioned as of 10 pounds more principal money which I hereby also 
agree shall be secured upon the mortgaged security within written and that the [faded] writ-
ten and that the mortgaged premises shall not be redeemed [faded] 

[19] be satisfied witness my hand and seal the day and year above written David Pugh 
[.] sealed and delivered in the sight and presence of Lewis Jones of Aberlyfeny Thomas Wood-
ward of Peniarth and also another endorsement in the words or to the effect following to wit 
Memorandum that whereas the above named Mr. Thomas Price hath at my request promised 
and undertaken to […] forty shillings yearly for seven years for and towards the […]

[20] David now apprentice to be at London I do here agree that the said several sums 
of forty shillings or so much thereof as he shall be also secured unto the said Mr. Thomas 
Price by the mortgage within written in the manner as the consideration money within men-
tioned witness my hand and seal this 12th day of October 1691 David Pugh [.] signed by the 
above named David Pugh in the sight and presence of Lewis Jones 

[21] Thomas Woodward but this defendant for his greater certainty craves leave to 
refer to the said indenture and endorsement now in this defendant’s custody or power ready 

to be provided to this honorable court and this defendant believes a recovery was accord-
ingly had and suffered on the same premises [?] and that the said David Pugh making default 
in payment of the said several sums of money […] [faded] believes was […] security for the 
money […]

[22] thereon) the said Thomas Price in the year 1695 preferred a bill in the court of 
Great Sessions for the counties of Caernarvon Merioneth and Anglesey to be paid the money 
due to him upon the said mortgage or that the said David Pugh might be foreclosed of the 
equity of redemption thereof and that the said David Pugh neglecting to appear to the said bill 
process of contempt issue[d] against him and [faded] court the said court of Great Sessions 
and the said Thomas Price 

[23] legally obtained the possession of the said mortgaged premises but this defendant 
for his greater certainty craves leave to refer to the said bill and proceedings now remaining as 
this defendant believes as upon or as of record in the said court of Great Sessions and this de-
fendant believes the said Thomas Price did continue in the possession of the said mortgaged 
premises from the time he received the same as aforesaid till [faded] which this defendant 
[faded] was of twenty years and this defendant believes the

[24] said Thomas Price may have been dead about twenty or twenty-one years and this 
defendant has heard and believes the said David Pugh the father had been dead about forty 
years but whether the complainant went to Virginia and whether he constantly resided there 
and did not return to England till lately this defendant knows not neither doth this defendant 
know or can set forth whether [faded] death of the said David Pugh [faded]

[25] the complainant became entitled to the said premises subject to the said mort-
gage or to the equity of redemption thereof but this defendant believes that the money due to 
the said Thomas Price upon the said mortgage was near the full value of the said mortgaged 
premises and that if the complainant upon the death of the said David Pugh the father did re-
ally become entitled to the equity of redemption thereof this defendant doth believe[?] [faded] 
wholly worth [faded]

[26] and this defendant believes the said Thomas Price had two children to wit Owen 
Price his son and Jane Price his daughter (who married John Whetstone) and no other child 
and this defendant also believes that the said Thomas Price duly made and published his last 
will and testament in writing bearing date on or about the twenty-first of July[?] 1714 and 
thinks he did thereby 

[27] give and devise all his messuages lands tenements and hereditaments in the 
parishes of Trawsfynyed Langylynin & Dolegelly and all other his messuages and lands and 
tenements in the said county of Merioneth except the messuages tenements hereditaments 
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and premises thereby before devised to Elizabeth Phillips therein named for her life and these 
messuages lands and hereditaments immediately from and after the death of the said Eliza-
beth Phillips unto David Hughes 

[28] of Guertells[?] in the said county of Merioneth esquire Robert ffoukes clerk Rec-
tor of Lanbeder in county of Denbigh Charles Roberts of Denbigh gentleman and John Phil-
lips of Damoel[?] in the county of Shropshire gentleman and their heirs and also to several 
uses therein mentioned that is to say as to part of the said premises to the use of his son Owen 
Price for his life and as to the reversion inheritance of all his messuages lands tenements her-
editaments and premises there as

[29] before devised to the said Elizabeth Phillips for her life and to his said son for his 
life immediately expectant upon their respective deceases and all other his messuages lands 
and hereditaments in the parish of Dolgelly not thereby devised the said Elizabeth Phillips 
and his son Owen Price and all other his messuages lands hereditaments and premises in the 
said parish of Llangylynin to the intent and purpose of the said trustees and the [faded] 

[30] survivor of them and his heirs as well by sale or mortgage of any part of the said 
messuage as by the rents and profits thereof in the mean time should pay all such debts as 
he […] at his desire and to such sale or mortgages and estates for life as aforesaid to the use 
and behoofe of his daughter Jane Price for her life with provision for supporting contingent 
remembrance and after her decease to the use of the first toward and 

[31] other son of his said daughter successively and the heirs of their representatives 
body the remainder to the [daughters?] of the Jane successively and the heirs of their respec-
tive bodies with like remainders to the sons and daughters of his said Owen Price and for 
want of such issue to the use and behoofe [behoove] of his brother Edward Price (this defen-
dant’s testator) and the heirs of his body and in default of such issue to the use and behoofe of 
the testator’s cousin Peter Price of Hernnoge in the county 

[32] of Denbigh gentleman (this defendant’s late father) and his heirs and assignees 
forever and in case his daughter Jane should marry without the consent of his friend and 
relations Richard Vaughan of Corfyyed[?] of and John Lloyd of Aberth?eny in the county of 
Merioneth esquire and the said Hugh Hughes and Robert Ffolkes and the survivor and survi-
vors of them in writing under his and their names and […] first […] such case all the estates 
and limitations to her and to the issue and [?]

[33] thereby before raised made created limited and appointed to her and them and 
every of them should cease determine and be null and void to all intents and purposes what-
soever and of his said will constituted and appointed his said daughter Jane and the said 
Elizabeth Phillips joint executrixes but this defendant for his great certainty craves [..] to refer 

to the said will which this defendant believes was duly proved by the said Jane Price and Eliza-
beth Phillips in the Prerogative Court of Canterbury 

[34] and this defendant believes the said Jane Price not withstanding the restriction 
aforesaid in violation to her marriage did afterwards intermarry with one John Whetstone 
without the consent of the said Richard Vaughan John Lloyd Hugh Hughes and Robert Ffol-
kes or such of them as were then living and thereupon sole differenced did arise between the 
said Owen Price and John Whetstone and his wife and the said Price and the said Whetstone 
to […]

[35] agreement to accommodate and reconcile the said differences and thereupon by 
articles of agreement between date on or about the 23rd day of July 1720 made or [petitioned] 
to be read between the said John Whetstone and Jane his wife the daughter of the said Thomas 
Price and the said Owen Price the brother of the said Jane of the first part and the said Ed-
ward Price of [crease] and the said honorable Robert Pr[ice] esquire [Baron]

[36] of Exchequer at Westminster and the said Richard Vaughan and Hugh Hughes 
of the third part reciting the several suites in law and equity and in Doctor’s Commons had 
arisen touching the disposition of the real estate of the said Thomas Price by his said will 
touching encumbrances thereon and that as far as concerned the interest of the said parties 
thereunto by their reference for […] to the said Baron Price his […] and award therein

[37] same differences were agreed ended and concluded in manner and on the terms 
following that is to say Imprimis the said John Whetstone for himself and the said Jane his 
wife and the said Owen Price for himself did severally agree with the said Edward Price before 
or at the then next Great Session to be holden in and for the said county of Merioneth or 
some other Great Sessions to be held or and for the same coming[?] [faded] by [faded] the 
said Edward

[38] Price was or should be advised by fine and recovery or otherwise to grant and 
convey absolutely to the said Edward Price his heir and assignees amongst other things all the 
estate right title claim and interest of the said John Whetstone and Jane his wife and the said 
Owen Price and either of them of and to any of the lands tenements and hereditaments late of 
the said Thomas Price in the county of Merioneth subject to the [faded] of the payment of the 
debts of the said Thomas Price and his said 

[39] will is mentioned and the estate and interest in part of the premises by the said 
will devised for life to the said Owen Price and the estate and in[terest] in other part devised 
by the said Elizabeth Phillips for her life to hold to the said Edward Price his heirs and as-
signees for ever and in consideration thereof the said Edward Price did covenant to pay 
unto the said John Whetstone the sum of 200 pounds and also to pay yearly to the said Jane 
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[Whetstone?] during her 
[40] coverture with the said John Whetstone and afterwards to the issue of her body 

by him and in case of her widowhood to the said Jane during her widowhood and after her 
death to her issue by any other husband a clear sum of 15 pounds above all manner of taxes or 
otherwise, or otherwise lay out 300 pounds upon lend and pay the interest thereof annually to 
the said issue of the said Jane and the issue remaining 

[41] in manner before mentioned the said lands of the said principal sum of 300 
pounds upon the said death of the said Jane without issue or having issue upon the death of 
any such issue to belong unto and be to the said Edward Price his heirs and assignees forever 
but this defendant for his greater certainty […………..]

[42] craves leave to refer to the said articles now in this defendant’s custody or power 
ready to be produced to this honorable court upon which there is a cert[ificate] endorsed 
dated 2 August 1720 in the words following to wit We the within named John Whetstone and 
Jane his wife do hereby acknowledge to have received of the within named Edward Price the 
within mentioned sum of 

[43] payment of 200 pounds as witness our hands and memorandum that all receipts 
and discharges for any of the money mentioned and these presented to be for the separate 
maintenance of the said Jane shall be sufficient to the said Edward Price notwithstanding 
her coverture John Whetstone Jane Whetstone[.] Witnesses to this payment and receipt and 
agreement Robert [---] John

[44] Richards who likewise appear to be witnesses to the sealing and delivery of the 
said articles by the said John Whetstone Jane Whetstone and Owen Price and this defendant 
saith that the indenture tripartite bearing date on or about the 2 August 1720 made or men-
tioned to be made between the said John Whetstone and Jane his wife Owen Price of the first 
part Edward Owen 

[45] Richards who likewise appear to be witnesses of Garthynghared in the county of 
Merioneth gentleman and Robert Nanny of Dolgelly gentleman of the second part and the 
said Master Baron Price and Richard Vaughan and Thomas Wynn of Glynlliron/won in the 
county of Caernarvon esquire and Roderick Lloyd of Lincoln’s Inn in the county of Middlesex 
of the third part it is witnessed that for docking barring extinguishing all estates tail reversions 
remainders and right of remainders of and in the premises

[46] thereafter mentioned and for settling and assuring the same to the uses thereafter 
declared and in pursuance and performance of certain articles of agreement made or men-
tioned to be made between the said John Whetstone and Jane his wife and Owen Price of the 
first part and the said Edward Price of the second part and the said Mr Baron Price Richard 

Vaughan and Hugh Hughes bearing date the 23rd
[47] day of July then last past it was covenanted concluded and agreed upon by and 

between the said parties and the said John Whetstone for himself and the said Jane his wife 
and the said Edward Price and Owen Price did thereby covenant promise and agree to and 
with the said Edward Owen and Robert Nanny their heirs and assignees that they the said 
John Whetstone and Jane his wife Edward Price and Owen Price should and would within the 
space of two 

[48] years next ensuing the date of the said indenture at the Great Sessions to be held 
in and for the said county of Merioneth in due form of law acknowledge and levy one fine sur 
counzanze de droit ad rev etc. with proclamations thereupon to be had and made according to 
the usual course of fines with proclamations for assurance of land in such cases used and the 
form of the statement that case made and provided [that?] the

[49] said Edward Owen and the said Robert Nanny and the heirs of the said Edward 
Owen amongst other things of and upon all those messuages and tenements called Tythyn 
Sheffery Daidre and Cloddie Burrion and the said land therewith severally occupied with or 
with the appurtenances situate and being in the parish of Llangylynin in the said county of 
Merioneth then late in the several tenures of Griffith Thomas and John Morris Evan the either 
of their undertenants or assignees 

[50] and of and upon all other messuages tenements lands and hereditaments to late 
of the said Thomas Price then of the said John Whetstone and Jane his wife Edward Price and 
Owen Price some or one of them situate and being in the county of Merioneth by the names 
and descriptions therein mentioned which fine should enure to the use of the said Edward 
Owen Robert Nanny and their heirs to the interests the agreed and perfect common rever-
sionary right be hand and which indenture 

[51] thereby covenanted and agreed should be had of the premises the uses of which 
recovery and declared to be in trust for such person or persons and his and their heirs execu-
tors and assignees and the said Edward Price by his deed or deeds or last will and testament 
to be sealed executed or published in the presence of three or more credible witnesses should 
him direct or appoint and for want of such […] direction or appoint to the use of the said 
Edward 

[52] Price and his heirs and assignees forever and to and for no other use intent or 
purpose whatsoever but this defendant for his greater certainty craves leave to refer to the last 
mentioned indenture now in the defendant’s custody or power ready to be produced to this 
honorable court and which appear to have been sealed and delivered by the said John Wheth-
stone and Jane his wife Owen Price and Edward Price in the presence Robert Buckeley 
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[53] Howell Wynne and John Richards saith that the said mortgaged premises were 
conveyed by the said fine recovery and deed leading the uses thereof but this defendant saith 
there is not anything mentioned or expressed in the said indenture or in the said articles relat-
ing to any Equity of Redemption of the said premises but the same conveyed as an estate in fee 
simple as this defendant is advised and believes and this defendant believes the said Edward 
Price soon after entered 

[54] upon the said premises and received the rents and profits thereof from that time 
till the time of his death with which as this defendant is advised and humbly insists he had 
good right to do and that he died about the year 1725 but this defendant doth not know or 
ever heard save by the complainant’s bill nor believes that the said Edward Price about five or 
six years before his death or at any time [---] he was in possession of the said premises 

[55] fell a considerable quantity of timber and other trees growing on the premises 
to the value of 600 pounds or thereabouts but this defendant hath heard that he cut and sold 
some such amount of timber of the premises to the amount of 14 pounds or thereabouts but 
knows nothing thereof to his own knowledge but when cut down such timber or what quan-
tity or number of trees he so cut down the defendant cannot set forth any timber

[56] growing on the said premises this defendant humbly intuits whether he had not 
a right so to do in regard he the said Thomas Price under whom he claimed had been about 
twenty years in the possession of the premises and therefore was not accountable for the rents 
and profits of the premises received by him to any person claiming under the said David Pugh 
the father as this defendant is advised not doth he best know how [?] yearly rents or profits of 
the said 

[57] estate the said Edward Price rec[eived] for or on account of the rents issues and 
profits of the said premises claiming the trees that he was so in possession of the said prem-
ises but this defendant doth not know or believe that the sale of the timber and by receipt of 
the rents issues and profits of the said premises all the principal money and interest due upon 
the said mortgage was paid and satisfied with a very great overplus but on the contrary this 
defendant 

[58] believes that the clear rents and profits of the said premises during the time that 
the said Edward Price was in possession thereof were not more than sufficient to keep down 
the interest of the money really due upon the said mortgage and therefore believes that the 
whole principal money due upon the said mortgage was due to the said Edward Price at the 
time of his death and this defendant admits it to be true that the said Edward Price did depart 
this life sometime

[59] about the year 1726 and that he did before his death duly make and publish his 

last will and testament in writing bearing date on or about the 23rd day of October 1725 and 
thereof constituted and appointed this defendant sole executor and residuary legatee of his 
personal estate and that he did thereby give and bequeath unto this defendant the better to 
enable him to pay

[60] his debts and legacies the sum of 300 pounds part of the money due unto his 
brother Thomas whose representative he was by sale from and agreement with the said John 
Whetstone and Jane his wife as also Owen Price then deceased and by virtue of an elegit or 
extent in the name of Lloyd Bodwell esquire upon Deildre Tyddin Sheffrey and Cloddie Byr-
rion situate lying and being in the parish of Langylynin in the said County of Merioneth and 
that as to the rest of the 

[61] value of the said premises in Langlynin he left and recommended it to this defen-
dant to give and dispose of the same to the children and legal representatives of his cousin 
David Pugh formerly owner of the same premises as this defendant should think fitting and 
reasonable in regard to the great burthen [burden] debts and legacies he had laid upon this 
defendant and the good opinion he had of this defendant’s honesty but the defendant decries 
the said Edward Price made his [de--]

[62] to such or the like effect as in the aid bill in charged or to any other effect save as 
set forth to this defendant’s knowledge or belief and says that then the said testator afterwards 
made a codicil to his will dated on or about the 20th of January 1725 whereby he gave his said 
will and gave some other legacies and annuities but this defendant for his greater certainty 
prays leave to refer to the said will and codicil and this

[63] defendant admits he hath proved the said will and codicil and taken upon him 
the execution thereof, but this defendant denies that the said testator left personal assets near 
sufficient to satisfy his debts legacies and funeral expenses over and besides or with the said 
300 pounds and this defendant also admits that he did upon the testator’s death enter upon 
the said possession of the premises and hath ever since held and enjoyed the same

[64] as this defendant humbly insists it was lawful for him to do and this defendant 
cannot set forth what sum or sums of money have been received to the defendants use from 
said premises since the decease since the decease of the said Edward Price one Lewis Hughes 
deceased who received the same for several years for this defendant having never accounted 
with this defendant for the same but this defendant believes that one year with another the 
said premises have [faded] of rent 

[65] received the profits thereof have amounted to 30 pounds or 30 pounds 10 shil-
lings a year and not more as this defendant believes and this defendant saith for any thing he 
knows to the contrary the complainant might come to England about six months ago but for 
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what purpose this defendant know not and this defendant doth admit that the complainant 
hath lately of [?] some title to the said premises or to the equity of redemption thereof 

[66] pretending to be the eldest son of the said David Pugh the father and hath by his 
solicitor agent but not by himself made some application to this defendant to come to an ac-
count with him for the rents and profits of the said premises received by the said Edward Price 
this defendant’s testator and this defendant but this defendant denies he ever promised to 
come to any account with the complainant touching the same and admits that he did tell the 
complainant[‘s]

[67] solicitor or agent that he was willing to refer the matter to some eminent coun-
sel and would do as he should direct or think reasonable or to that effect and this defendant 
believes he may have said that if the complainant is really the eldest son and heir of the said 
David Pugh the father (which this defendant doth not admit) yet he hath not any right to the 
rents and profits of the said premises received by the said Edward Pugh after so long and [?]

[68] possession of the said Edward Price and those under whom he claimed which of 
the complainants or on showing in and by his said bill appears to be about 30 years after the 
complainant’s right (if ever he had any right) to redeem the same accrued and this defendant 
denied that he ever pretended that the said premises were absolutely conveyed by the said Da-
vid Pugh the father to the said Thomas Price without any consideration or power of redemp-
tion upon 

[69] whatsoever, but this defendant believes he may have said that the same were regu-
larly conveyed or assigned by the proper representative or representatives of the said Thomas 
Price to the said Edward Price and this defendant believes he may have insisted as he is ad-
vised that the said premises had been held for so long a time by the said Thomas Price and no 
person claiming [crease] David Pugh the father 

[70] could be entitled to redeem the same and this defendant denies he ever pretended 
that the equity of redemption of the said mortgaged premises hath been long since foreclosed 
or ever set up any other title thereof save as aforesaid and save as hereafter is mentioned but 
this defendant believes he may have said he apprehended he had a discretionary power under 
the will of the said Edward Price to give the overplus [?] of the value[?]

[71] of the said premises after a deduction of the said 300 pounds to such of the 
children of the said David Pugh the father as this defendant should think fit but whether this 
defendant had such power or not this defendant submits to the judgment of this honorable 
court and this defendant saith that same short time after the death of the said Edward Price 
the defendant Edward Pugh having [crease] he granted [?]

[72] of the will of the said Edward Price applied to this defendant and assured him 

that he was the eldest surviving son and heir of the said David Pugh the father and offered 
to release his title to the said premises if any such he had to this defendant and his heirs for 
the sum of 200 pounds and upon this defendant telling him he had heard that the said David 
Pugh the father had [faded] 

[73] Lewis his eldest son and David and Edward the said defendant Edward Pugh as-
sured this defendant that the said Lewis and David his said elder brothers were both dead and 
that no issue of either of them was living but that he the said defendant Edward was the heir 
and only legal representative of the said David Pugh the father and offered to make [faded] 
affidavit thereof and of this 

[74] defendant sayeth that neither the said Lewis or David the son having been heard 
of in the country for many years and it being as this defendant believes generally thought by 
their relations and friends, that they were both dead, this defendant was thereby induced to 
give credit to what was alleged by the said defendant Edward Pugh and thereupon this defen-
dant and the said Edward Pugh entered into an 

[75] agreement in writing in the words and figures or to the effect following to wit 
Memorandum It is agreed between Edward Pugh of Stepney Parish near Radcliffe Cross in the 
County of Middlesex ship carpenter and William Price of Geelar in the County of Denbigh 
gentleman that the said Edward Pugh shall by good and sufficient conveyance such as counsel 
learned shall direct convey and assign unto the said William 

[76] Price and his heirs forever the equity of redemption of all the messuages land and 
premises which were formerly the inheritance of David Pugh late of Tyddyn Sheffrey in the 
parish of Langylynin in the County of Merioneth gentleman in consideration thereof the said 
William Price is to pay at the execution of such conveyance unto the said Edward Pugh the 
sum of 200 pounds he the said Edward Pugh making affidavit 

[77] in writing that he is the eldest son now living of the said David Pugh, and that 
there is no issue living by any elder brother of his in such manner as counsel shall direct as 
witness our hand the 9th day of November 1728[,] Edward Pugh[,] Edward Price subscribed in 
the presence of Robert Nanney of Harleigh Castle Holborn[,] Thomas [?] of Wiler? Salisbury 
Court and this defendant saith that [faded]

[78] afterwards the said Edward Pugh voluntarily went before Mr. Allen one of the 
masters of this honourable court and subscribed to the following affidavit to wit Edward Pugh 
of the parish of St. Dunstan Stepney alias Stebunheath in the County of Middlesex ship car-
penter make the oath that David Pugh formerly of Treyr Mo[rfa] In the County of Merioneth 
gentleman this deponent’s father deceased 

[79] had issue three sons vizt Lewis Pugh late of the island of Virginia planter David 
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Pugh late of the same island shipwright and this deponent and no other sons and that this 
deponent’s said father died [above?/over?] twenty years ago as this deponent both heard and 
believes he this deponent then residing in Virginia aforesaid and that the said Lewis Pugh his 
eldest son died in Virginia aforesaid about four or five

[80] years ago leaving issue one daughter only and no other child which daughter died 
in a very short time after her father being then an infant of about four or five years and was 
buried with her father as this deponent hath been informed at the place where they lived And 
this deponent said that the said David Pugh second son to the said David Pugh the father died 
in the said island of Virginia 

[81] a bachelor and without issue this deponent then living with him the said David 
Pugh the son in Virginia aforesaid and this deponent saith that he is the eldest son now living 
of the said David Pugh the father and his heir at law as he is advised there being no surviv-
ing issue now living of the said Lewis Pugh and David Pugh this deponent’s elder brothers or 
either of them[.] Edward Pugh Jur’ [sworn] xxvto[?] [25]

[82] die [day] Januar’ 1728 Coram [before] me Anto Allen as by the said affidavit now 
in this defendant’s custody or power ready to be produced to this honorable court may appear 
And this defendant saith that the said Edward Pugh having made such affidavit as aforesaid. 
And this defendant having no reason to suspect the truth of what he had sworn but readily 
believing him to be the heir at law of the said 

[83] David Pugh the father this defendant did consent that the said agreement here-
inbefore set forth should be carried into execution and thereupon by indenture of lease and 
release bearing date respectively the twenty seventh and twenty eight days of January 1728 
made or mentioned to be made between the said Edward Pugh by the name of Edward Pugh 
of the parish of St. 

[84] Dunstan Stepney alias Stebenheath in the County of Middlesex, ship carpenter, 
son and heir of David Pugh late of Treyr Morfa in the County of Merioneth gentleman de-
ceased of the one part and this defendant of the other part the release reciting the said inden-
ture of mortgage of the 23 of June of the second year of the reign of King William and Mary 
by the said David Pugh the father to Thomas Price and the 

[85] endorsements therein herein before set forth and that the said David Pugh the 
father was dead and the said Edward Pugh was his eldest son and heir in whom the Equity of 
Redemption of the said mortgaged premises was then vested and that the right and interest in 
and to the said mortgaged premises and money thereby secured was then come to and legally 
entered? [by?] this defendant as is witnessed by the said indenture of release 

[86] that for and in consideration of the sum of 200 pounds of lawful money of Great 

Britain to the said Edward Pugh in hand well and truly paid (and which was really and truly 
paid to him) by this defendant at and before the sealing and delivery of the same indenture 
he the said Edward Pugh did grant bargain sale remise release and forever quit claim [faded] 
defendant and his heirs all and singular the messuages

[87] lands, tenements and hereditaments in and by the said indenture of feoffment 
therein recited conveyed or mentioned to be conveyed to or to the use of the said Thomas 
Price and his heirs with their and every of their appurtenances and all the estate right title 
interest equity of redemption property claim and demand by whatsoever which he the said 
Edward Pugh or any other person or persons interest for him had of [faded] 

[88] same [CHECK] or to any part or parcel thereof and of in to all deeds evidences 
said writings belonging to the said premises, or only to any part or parcel thereof to hold the 
several messuages lands tenements and hereditaments and all or singular other the said prem-
ises therein before released or intended to be released with their and [faded] ?appurtenances 
[faded] and for his and their own proper use and [faded]

[89] for ever as by the said indentures of lease and release duly executed by the said 
Edward Price now in this defendants custody or power ready to be produced to this honor-
able court may appear and this defendant saith that as no person claiming under the said Da-
vid Pugh the father could as this defendant is advised be entitled to the redemption of [equity] 
[faded] person of the said Thomas Price and those claiming

[90] under him but under the will of the said Edward Price And this defendant had 
all the reason in the world to believe that the said Edward Pugh was the eldest surviving son 
and heir and legal representative of the said David Pugh the father and as such was entitled to 
the surplus of the value of the said premises as above the said three hundred [pounds] [faded] 
defendant submits it to the judge of the honorable

[91] court whether if the complainant should be able to prove himself to be the eldest 
son and heir of the said David Pugh the father (which this defendant doth not admit he is) 
this defendant ought not to be considered as a fair and honest purchaser of the said equity of 
redemption without notice of the complainant’s title and to have the same benefit of the said 
[faded] lease and release as if he had pleaded the same in court

[92] to the complainant’s said bill and the relief sought thereby as against this defen-
dant especially as it appears of the complainant’s own showing in and by his said bill that it 
was believed by the friends and relations of the said Lewis Pugh the eldest son of the said Da-
vid Pugh the father that the said Lewis Pugh was dead without issue and that the complainant 
[faded] and occured above forty years ago and that the 

[93] complainant knew thereof and yet it doth not appear that in all that time the 
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complainant either by himself or agents ever applied to redeem the said premises And this 
defendant saith he hath heard and believes that Lewis Pugh the eldest son of the said David 
Pugh the father did go to Virginia above forty years ago, but whether the complainant is the 
[faded] he hath constantly resided in Virginia ever 

[94] since by going thither this defendant doth not know nor can set forth and this 
defendant saith that the said premises mortgaged by the said David Pugh the father to the said 
Thomas Price as aforesaid are of the yearly value of thirty pounds or thereabouts and no more 
as this defendant believes and the defendant denies that he ever pretended that [faded] of the 
said premises was long since foreclosed or 

[95] that he had any other right or title thereto save as aforesaid or ever refused to dis-
cover [disclose?] his title thereto the complainant and this defendant also denies that he has 
entered into any combination or confederacy to defeat or deprive the complainant of any just 
right or title he may have to the said premises or to the equity of redemption thereof And the 
defendant [faded] submits? His right title to the said premises [faded]

[96] judgment of this honorable court and prays to believe dismissed with his costs 
charges in this behalf sustained without that any other matter or thing in the complainants 
said bill of complaint contained material or effectual in the law for this defendant to make 
answer unto and not herein as hereby well and sufficiently [faded] denied is true all which 

[97] and things this defendant is ready and willing to aver maintain and prove as this 
honorable court shall award and humbly prays to believe? Dismissed with his reasonable costs 
and charges in this behalf most wrongfully sustained. 

R. William[?] 
Kingston 
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Pugh Family Chronology
April 2010

1660 Nov 16 Lancaster County, Virginia. John Walker of Old Rappahannock County, 
tailor, makes Thomas Chetwode my true and lawful attorney in my name 
together with William Pue to sell unto Robert Pritchard a tract of land 
containing 860 acres in Lancaster County. Signed John Walker. Witness: 
John Curtis, Edward Dale. Recorded 20 Nov 1660. Ruth and Sam Sparacio, 
Deed & Will of Lancaster County, Virginia, 1661-1702 (McLean, Virginia: 
The Antient Press, 1991), FHL Book 975.522 R2s, v. 3.

1664 Oct 2 Lancaster County, Virginia. Thomas Williams and Martha, his wife, sold 
to Will:Pue [William Pugh] and Thomas Widdows of Lancaster County 
Virginia 100 acres of land for 2500 pounds tobacco. Land is on the south 
side of the Rappahannock River up Sunderland Creek [ed. now LaGrange 
Creek] on the south side of the creek about 1.5 miles from the Main river 
being part of land belonging to Evan Davys and Henry Nichols on the 
bounds of Richard White and John Welsh and Thomas Willys on the 
other side. Signed: Thomas Williams. Witness: David Fox, George Veasey, 
John Dawe, Thomas Powell. Recorded 20 November 1664. Ruth and Sam 
Sparacio, Deed & Will of Lancaster County, Virginia, 1661-1702 (McLean, 
Virginia: The Antient Press, 1991), FHL Book 975.522 R2s, v. 3.
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occurred in Latin), daughter of David Pugh and Elizabeth, his wife, 
was baptized 11 January [1682/3]. Parish Church of Llangelynin, 
Merionethshire, Wales, Parish Registers of Llangelynin 1618-1920, Vol. 
1 Baptisms, Burials, 1618-1642, 1651-1689; Marriages, 1618, 1629-
1635, 1655-1659, 1668-1673, 1686 (Salt Lake City, UT: Filmed by the 
Genealogical Society of Utah, 2007), FHL Microfilm 2421877 Item 7.

1683/4 Mar 6 Old Rappahannock County, Virginia. Judgment is granted to Isaac Webb as 
assignee of Daniell [David?] Peugh against the estate of Mr. Thomas Georg 
decd. for 942 pounds of tobacco and caske with costs of suite als exec. Due 
by bill bearing date the 14th of April 1682 to be paid according to priority, 
but no execution to issue until the 10th Nov 1684. Ruth and Sam Sparacio, 
Order Book Abstracts of (Old) Rappahannock County, Virginia, 1683-1685 
(McLean, Virginia: by the authors, 1990), pages 9, 107, FHL Book 975.534 
P28sb, v. 1.

1685 Nov 17  Llangelynin, Merionethshire, Wales. Baptism. Edward Pugh, son of David 
Pugh (the original in Latin reads “Edward filius David ap Pugh”) was 
baptized 17 November 1685. Parish Church of Llangelynin, Merionethshire, 
Wales, Parish Registers of Llangelynin 1618-1920, Vol. 1 Baptisms, Burials, 
1618-1642, 1651-1689; Marriages, 1618, 1629-1635, 1655-1659, 1668-1673, 
1686 (Salt Lake City, UT: Filmed by the Genealogical Society of Utah, 
2007), FHL Microfilm 2421877 Item 7.

1686 Apr 14  Llangelynin, Merionethshire, Wales. Burial. There was a burial for an 
Elizabeth Pugh 14 April 1686, which would explain why no more children 
were baptized to the couple before 1692, and why Edward-the third son-had 
no younger brothers. Parish Church of Llangelynin, Merionethshire, Wales, 
Parish Registers of Llangelynin 1618-1920, Vol. 1 Baptisms, Burials, 1618-
1642, 1651-1689; Marriages, 1618, 1629-1635, 1655-1659, 1668-1673, 1686 
(Salt Lake City, UT: Filmed by the Genealogical Society of Utah, 2007), FHL 
Microfilm 2421877 Item 7.

1695   Llangelynin, Merionethshire, Wales. Death of David ap Pugh. 

Morattico, St. Mary’s White Chapel (middle arrow) and Sunderland Creek (now LaGrange)

1664 Dec 2 Lancaster County, Virginia. Richard Lewis of Lancaster County, planter sold 
200 acres of land to William Pue for 10 pounds sterling. Land at the head of 
Sunderland Creek [ed. now LaGrange Creek] on the NW side of the branch 
abutting land of Robert Kemp, John Blueford, Robert Chewning. Signed: 
Richard Lewis. Witness: John Vause, Anne Vause. Recorded 1 Jan 1664. 
Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Deed & Will of Lancaster County, Virginia, 1661-
1702 (McLean, Virginia: The Antient Press, 1991), FHL Book 975.522 R2s, 
v. 3.

1681 May 20 Llangelynin, Merionethshire, Wales. Baptism. Mary, daughter of David Pugh 
and Elizabeth, his wife, was baptized 20 May 1681. Parish Church of 
Llangelynin, Merionethshire, Wales, Parish Registers of Llangelynin 1618-
1920, Vol. 1 Baptisms, Burials, 1618-1642, 1651-1689; Marriages, 1618, 
1629-1635, 1655-1659, 1668-1673, 1686 (Salt Lake City, UT: Filmed by the 
Genealogical Society of Utah, 2007), FHL Microfilm 2421877 Item 7.

1682/3 Jan 11 Llangelynin, Merionethshire, Wales. Baptism. Gezia (the name as it 
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year after her time by indenture custom or otherwise be fully expired being 
in satisfaction for her loss of time and trouble in childbirth of a bastard 
child. Ruth & Sam Sparacio, Order Book Abstracts of Richmond County, 
Virginia, 1699-1701 (McLean, Virginia, 1991), 22, 38, 109, 110, FHL Book 
975.523 P2sa, v. 4.  

1701  Aug 29 Lancaster County, Virginia. Will of Alice Stretchley of St. Mary’s White 
Chapel Parish, Lancaster County, Virginia on 29 August 1701. Alice was 
sick and weak in body at the time she made her will. She gave her daughter, 
Anne Fox, three silver spoons, the great tankard, one silver tumbler and all 
the wearing clothes she had that had come out of England that year from 
Mr. Ellis, London merchant, along with her plush saddle. [ed. With these 
items, it is clear that Alice was a member of the upper class of Virginia 
gentry.] She also named the following individuals: her husband, Mr. John 
Stretchley; her first husband, Mr. John Chinn; her sister, Dorothy Durham; 
sister, Thomazin Marshall; cousin [niece], Mary Dodson; Alice’s daughter, 
Catherine Heale; son-in-law, Capt. William Fox; and Alice made her son, 
Rawleigh Chinn, the residuary legatee and executor. Joseph Tayloe, Lewis 
Pugh and David Smith served as witnesses and proved the will in court on 
8 October 1701. Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Will Abstracts of Lancaster County, 
Virginia, 1690-1709 (McLean, Virginia: The Antient Press, 1992), FHL Book 
975.522 P2s, v. 2.

Llangelynin, Merionethshire, Wales

1692/3 Feb 10 Essex County, Virginia. Certificate according to act of assembly is granted 
to Cornelius Noell for 250 acres of land due for the importation into this 
colony of David Temerton, Thomas Clarke, Eliza: Waterman, Henry Pyell, 
Mary Pue. Ruth & Sam Sparacio, Record Abstracts of Essex County, Virginia, 
1692-1693 (McLean, Virginia: The Antient Press, 1991), p. 29, FHL Book 
975.534 P28sp, v. 1.

1700 Apr 5 Richmond County, Virginia. This day Mary Pew [Pugh] declared that Titus 
Green was father of the bastard child borne of her body. This day Mary 
Pew, servant to Rowland Lawson did agree to serve her said master of his 
assigns one whole year after her time by indenture custom or otherwise be 
fully expired, he paying her fine due for committing the sin of fornication. 
This day Mr. Rowland Lawson confessed judgment to the Church Wardens 
of Farnham Parish for the use of the Parish for 500 pounds of good 
tobacco in caske to be paid als. Exo. Being the fine paid for Mary Pew for 
committing the sin of fornication. Ordered that Mary Pew, servant to 
Rowland Lawson do serve her said master or his assigns the full term of one 
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returned security for the deft. For the aforesaid sum and costs unless the 
deft. Appears at the next court and answers the said action. Ruth & Sam 
Sparacio, Order Book Abstracts of Richmond County, Virginia, 1714-1715 
(McLean, Virginia, 1998), pages 15, 50, 122, FHL Book 975.523 P2sa, v. 14.  

1715/16 Mar 9 Richmond County, Virginia. Alloway vs. Pugh. Lewis Pugh came into 
court and confest judgment unto Gabriell Alloway for 632 pounds of sweet 
scented tobacco which is ordered to be paid with costs als exo. Ruth & Sam 
Sparacio, Order Book Abstracts of Richmond County, Virginia, 1715-1716 
(McLean, Virginia, 1998), pages 10, 11, 91, 106, 108, 109, 124, FHL Book 
975.523 P2sa, v. 15.  

1715/16 Mar 9 Richmond County, Virginia. Davis vs. Pugh. Joseph Davis his action of 
debt against Lewis Pugh is dismist, the plt. Not prosecuting. Ruth & Sam 
Sparacio, Order Book Abstracts of Richmond County, Virginia, 1715-1716 
(McLean, Virginia, 1998), pages 10, 11, 91, 106, 108, 109, 124, FHL Book 
975.523 P2sa, v. 15.  

1716 Aug 2 Richmond County, Virginia. Morgan vs. Pugh. In an action of debt between 
William Morgan, plt. and Lewis Pugh, deft. The deft. Having this day put in 
his plea, the suit is continued till next court for trial. Ruth & Sam Sparacio, 
Order Book Abstracts of Richmond County, Virginia, 1715-1716 (McLean, 
Virginia, 1998), pages 10, 11, 91, 106, 108, 109, 124, FHL Book 975.523 
P2sa, v. 15.

1716 Aug 2 Richmond County, Virginia. Pugh vs. Lambert & co. Judgment is granted 
Lewis Pugh against Hugh Lambert, executor of the last will and testament 
of William Lambert, decd. for 500 pounds of tobacco which is ordered to 
be paid with costs als exo. Ruth & Sam Sparacio, Order Book Abstracts of 
Richmond County, Virginia, 1715-1716 (McLean, Virginia, 1998), pages 10, 
11, 91, 106, 108, 109, 124, FHL Book 975.523 P2sa, v. 15.

1716 Oct 3 Richmond County, Virginia. Morgan vs. Pugh. William Morgan his action 
of debt against Lewis Pugh is continued till next Court. Ruth & Sam 
Sparacio, Order Book Abstracts of Richmond County, Virginia, 1716-1717 

1706 Aug 27 Lancaster County, Virginia. Exchange for L10.5.0. At 20 days sight of this 
my 3rd of exchange my 1st or 2nd not paid, pay or cause to be paid to Richard 
Chichester, Esqr., or order: the sum of 10 pounds, 5 shillings, sterling 
money it being for value here received. At time make good payment and 
place it to the account of “Seaflower Cargoe” from your humble servant to 
Mr. Peter Semhouse. Signed: Lewis Powe [ed. Pugh?] merchant in White 
Haven. Endorsed Richard Chichester. Recorded 2 Sep 1706 by Robert Hall. 
Joseph Tayloe, Clerk.

1715 Apr 7 Richmond County, Virginia. Newton vs. Pugh. Lewis Pugh came into 
Court and confest judgment unto Thomas Newton for five hundred pounds 
of tobacco, which is ordered to be paid with costs als exo. Ruth & Sam 
Sparacio, Order Book Abstracts of Richmond County, Virginia, 1714-1715 
(McLean, Virginia, 1998), pages 15, 50, 122, FHL Book 975.523 P2sa, v. 14.  

1715 Jul 7 Richmond County, Virginia. Barber vs. Webster. In an action of debt 
between William Barber, plt. And Aaron Webster, deft. For 300 pounds 
of good tobacco due by bill, the Deft. Being called and not appearing, 
On the motion of the plt. Judgment is granted him against Lewis Pue 
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bequeath to my wife the other 2 beds and furniture belonging to them the 
great jest and 2 dishes and half a dozen plates and a couple of barrels and all 
the rest there is to my wife and lastly I nominate and appoint my wife to be 
my heiress executors of this my last will and testament as witness my hand 
and seal this 28th day of December 1718. I give to Lewis Pugh the value of 
ten shillings. Signed: Teliff A. Alverson {Seal}. Witness: William Hammack, 
John N. Alderson, Benedie BDH Hammack, Will proved in open court 4 
day of March 1718.

1718/19 Mar  4 Richmond County, Virginia. Clarke’s will proved. The last will and 
testament of Thomas Clarke, decd., was presented in court by Elizabeth 
Clarke, his executrix, who made oath thereto, and being proved by the oaths 
of Andrew Morgan, Lewis Pugh, and Catherine Clarke, witnesses thereto, is 
admitted to record. And on the motion of the Executrix and her performing 
what is usual in such cases certificate is granted her for obtaining a probate 
thereof in due form. Ruth & Sam Sparacio, Order Book Abstracts of 
Richmond County, Virginia, 1718-1719 (McLean, Virginia, 1998), pages 36, 
37, 120, FHL Book 975.523 P2sa, v. 18.  

1720 Nov 1 Richmond County, Virginia. Deed 11 Nov 1720 between John Branham 
of Farnham Parish, Richmond County, to Lewis Pugh of same place. For 
5 shillings paid by Pugh, Branham sold to Lewis Pugh 50 acres of land 
beginning at a small red oak at the head of a branch and running down said 
branch S 5 degrees E 80 perches to a stake in the angle of one white oak, 
one black gum and one Spanish oak, thence S 85 degrees W 80 perches to 
a stake in the angle of one white oak one scrubbed oak and one chestnut, 
thence N 63 degrees W 63 perches to a Spanish oak in ye said Branham’s 
line, thence along his line N 72 degrees E to a scrubbed oak being his 
corner, thence along his other line to the beginning. Land in Farnham 
Parish, Richmond County on the branches of Totuskey Creek and now in 
the occupation of Lewis Pugh. Signed John Bramham. Witnesses: Thomas 
Lewis, Benjamin Rust. Deed Abstracts of Richmond County, Virginia, 1719-
1721 (McLean, Virginia: The Antient Press, 1993), pages 56, 57, 124, FHL 
Book 975.523 R2s, v. 9.

(McLean, Virginia, 1997), pages 9, 31, 32, 115, FHL Book 975.523 P2sa, v. 
16.  

1716/17 Feb 7 Richmond County, Virginia. Morgan vs. Pugh. William Morgan his action 
of debt against Lewis Pugh is dismist, the plt. Not prosecuting. Ruth & Sam 
Sparacio, Order Book Abstracts of Richmond County, Virginia, 1716-1717 
(McLean, Virginia, 1997), pages 9, 31, 32, 115, FHL Book 975.523 P2sa, v. 
16.  

1717 Jul 5 Richmond County, Virginia. Pugh vs. Lambert & c. In an action of case 
between Lewis Pugh, plt. snd Hugh Lambert, Executor of the last will 
and testament of William Lambert, dec., deft. At the deft.’s motion, an 
Imparlance is granted him till next court. Ruth & Sam Sparacio, Order 
Book Abstracts of Richmond County, Virginia, 1715-1716 (McLean, Virginia, 
1998), pages 10, 11, 91, 106, 108, 109, 124, FHL Book 975.523 P2sa, v. 15.  

1718 Dec 17 Richmond County, Virginia. Will. Thomas Clarke of Farnham Parish in 
Richmond County being sick and weak in body – to wife, Elizabeth Clark 
2 horses; to my mother Katherine Clark 2 cows and calf; to my wife the 
rest of my … also, 100 acres and if she dies without heirs then it is to be 
divided between my brother Robert Clark’s children. Executor, my wife. To 
Lewis Pugh my large coat. Signed 17 December 1718 Thomas (TC) Clarke. 
Witnesses: Andrew (A) Morgans, Lewis Pugh, Kathrine Clarke. Richmond 
County, Virginia, Will Book No. 4, 1717-1725 (Miami Beach, Florida: TLC 
Genealogy, 1999), pages 25, 91, FHL Book 975.523 P28t.

1718  Dec 28 Richmond County, Virginia. Will of Teliff Alverson, Junior, of the parish of 
Farnham in the county of Richmond. Teliff Alverson being sick and weak 
in body but of sound and perfect mind and memory ... to my dear wife 
Rebecca Alverson all the tobacco, that is out due to me in Henry Brindles 
hand eight hundred and thirty p’d of tobacco, and five hundred in Richard 
Jones hand and five hundred more in Francis Jones hand who lived upon 
my plantation last year and besides John Dunlap owes me three hundred 
pounds of tobacco upon the account of one year rent. I give and bequeath to 
my daughter Alderson 2 beds and furniture belonging to them a cupboard 
and a small jest 2 dishes 2 basins and a new pot and pot hook. I give and 
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County, Virginia, 1721-1725 (McLean, Virginia: The Antient Press, 1993), 
89, 90, 124, FHL Book 975.523 R2s, v. 10.

1725 Jun 2 Richmond County, Virginia. Lewis & Davis discharged from securityship 
of Webster’s estate. Elizabeth Webster, administratrix of Henry Webster, 
decd. this day in open court moved that Thomas Lewis and Robert Davis, 
her securities for her faithful administration of the decedent’s estate might 
be discharged from their securityship which is granted provided she gives 
fresh security; whereupon Lewis Pugh and Thomas Webster came into 
court and acknowledge themselves indebted to the worshipful his Majesty’s 
justices of this county in the just sum of f50 pounds sterling to be paid to 
the justices their executors or administrators in case Elizabeth Webster does 
not duly administer on all and singular the estate of Henry Webster, decd. 
and render a true account thereof when thereunto lawfully required. Ruth 
& Sam Sparacio, Order Book Abstracts of Richmond County, Virginia, 1724-
1725 (McLean, Virginia, 1998), pages 46, 79, 118, FHL Book 975.523 P2sa, 
v. 22.  

1725  Dec 1 Richmond County, Virginia. Benjar’s will proved. The last will and 
testament of John Benjar, dec. was presented in court by John Crucher, one 
of the executors who made oath thereto, and being proved by the oaths of 
Lewis Pugh and Edward Gill … Ruth & Sam Sparacio, Order Book Abstracts 
of Richmond County, Virginia, 1724-1725 (McLean, Virginia, 1998), pages 
46, 79, 118, FHL Book 975.523 P2sa, v. 22.   

1726 May 4  Canterbury Prerogative Court. Will of Edward Price Proved. Among others, 
he mentioned his nephew Rowland Parry of Hendresechan, gentleman, 
Thomas Price, only son of David Price of Pennant, gentleman, Robert Price, 
son of his cousin John Price, late of Y Bedw, the heirs of John Vaughan 
of Cargai, esquire, his niece Jane, wife of John Whetstone, Ann the wife 
of Edward Owen of Ty y fach, Dorothy Price, sister of William Price of 
Geeler, his nephew John Jones of Neuaddwen[?], Edward Jones, brother 
of Ellis Jones, Edward Vaughan and Rowland Vaughan, sons of his cousin 
Rowland Vaughan, deceased, late of Malwyd, Edward Pugh of Llanfyllen, 
Montgomery, tanner, and the testator stated that Owen Price was already 

1720 Nov 2 Richmond County, Virginia. Deed 2 Nov 1720 between John Bramham of 
Farnham Parish, Richmond County to Lewis Pugh of same place. Branham 
in consideration of 2400 pounds tobacco paid by Lewis Pugh sold to Pugh 
50 acres (same description as in above lease). Signed John Bramham. 
Witnesses: Thomas Lewis, Benjamin Rust. Deed Abstracts of Richmond 
County, Virginia, 1719-1721 (McLean, Virginia: The Antient Press, 1993), 
pages 56, 57, 124, FHL Book 975.523 R2s, v. 9.

1720 Dec 7 Richmond County, Virginia. Branham’s acknowledgement to Pugh. 
John Branham came into court and acknowledged his deeds of lease and 
release for land unto Lewis Pugh which was admitted to record. And Ann 
Branham, the wife of John Branham, appeared in court and relinquished 
her right of dower in the land conveyed in the deeds to Lewis Pugh which 
was admitted to record. Ruth & Sam Sparacio, Order Book Abstracts of 
Richmond County, Virginia, 1718-1721 (McLean, Virginia, 1998), pages 87, 
88, 120, FHL Book 975.523 P2sa, v. 19.  

1720 Dec 7 Richmond County, Virginia. Branham’s acknowledgement to Pugh. John 
Branham came into court and acknowledged his bond for performance of 
covenants unto Lewis Pugh, which was admitted to record. Ruth & Sam 
Sparacio, Order Book Abstracts of Richmond County, Virginia, 1718-1721 
(McLean, Virginia, 1998), pages 87, 88, 120, FHL Book 975.523 P2sa, v. 19.  

1724 Feb 3 Richmond County, Virginia. Deed 3 Feb 1724 between Moses Webster 
of Farnham Parish, Richmond County to William Lewis of same place. 
Webster in consideration of 5 shillings paid by Lewis sold to Lewis 50 
acres beginning in the angle of two red oaks and one white oak by the 
roadside and a corner to a parcel of land belonging to Charles Russell, 
thence extending S 13 degrees 30 E 82 perches to a stake in the angle of two 
chestnuts and one red oak thence S 45 degrees W 108 perches to a ring oak 
thence N 51 degrees 30 W 32 perches to a scrubby oak in Charles Russell’s 
line, thence along said line to the place where it first began. Land now 
in occupation of said William Lewis lying near the branches of Totuskey 
Creek and on the NW side thereof. Signed Moses (M) Webster. Witnessed: 
Thomas Nash, Jr., Thomas Nash, Lewis Pugh. Deed Abstracts of Richmond 
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Spendergrass which was admitted to record; Ann Pugh, the wife of Lewis 
Pugh, appeared in court and relinquished her right of dower in the land 
conveyed in the deeds unto John Spendergrass which is also admitted to 
record. Ruth & Sam Sparacio, Order Book Abstracts of Richmond County, 
Virginia, 1727-1729 (McLean, Virginia, 1999), pages 24, 114, FHL Book 
975.523 P2sa, v. 24.  

1729/30 Mar 5 Richmond County, Virginia. Seamans v. Pugh. John Seamans his action 
of Debt against David Pugh for six hundred fifty pounds of tobacco due 
by Bill is dismist, the Plt. not prosecuting. [Ruth & Sam Sparacio, eds., 
Virginia County Court Records Richmond County Virginia Orders 1729-1731 
(McLean, Virginia: The Antient Press, 1999), copied from report by Jeanne 
Douglass Mead dated 7 August 2000 to V. Watson Pugh, M.D.]

1730 Nov 5 Richmond County, Virginia. Hamilton vs. Pugh. Gilbert Hamilton, 
merchant his action of case damage 8 pounds, six shillings against John 
Pugh is dismist, the plt. Not prosecuting. Ruth & Sam Sparacio, Order Book 
Abstracts of Richmond County, Virginia, 1729-1731 (McLean, Virginia, 
1999), pages 31, 67, 68, 103, 104, 113, FHL Book 975.523 P2sa, v. 25.  

1731 Apr 7 Richmond County, Virginia. Branham vs. Pugh. Richard Branham his 
action of debt against Lewis Pugh is dismist the plt. Not prosecuting. Ruth 
& Sam Sparacio, Order Book Abstracts of Richmond County, Virginia, 1729-
1731 (McLean, Virginia, 1999), pages 31, 67, 68, 103, 104, 113, FHL Book 
975.523 P2sa, v. 25.  

1731 May 12 Lancaster County, Virginia. Pew order for certificate. David Pew [Pugh] 
making oath he had not received any satisfaction for taking up a runaway 
Negro woman belonging to Mr. Thomas lee of this county, ordered the clerk 
of this court certify the same to the next general assembly. Ruth and Sam 
Sparacio, Order Book Abstracts of Lancaster County, Virginia, 1729-1732 
(McLean, Virginia: by the authors, 1998), pages 49, 118, FHL Book 975.522 
P2sp, v. 14.

1732 Dec 7 Richmond County, Virginia. Jones vs. Pugh. Edward Jones his action of 

dead. Edward Price also recited that Deildre, Tyddyn Sheffrey and Cloddie 
Byrrion in Llangelynin, Merioneth, were to be valued and that his executor 
and principal devisee (William Price) was “to give and dispose of the same 
to the Children and legall representative of my Cozen David Pugh formerly 
Owner of the same premises as my said Executor and principall devisee 
shall think fitting….”  A marginal note dated 16 January 1745/6 states that 
the legacies left not administered by William Price, deceased, should be 
administered by Thomas Price, esquire, his brother. Church of England 
Province of Canterbury Prerogative Court, Probate Records 1383-1857, 
Reg Will Copies of Aston v. 542. 1714 Folios, 170-209 (Salt Lake City, UT: 
Filmed by the Genealogical Society of Utah, 1952-1955), Will of Edward 
Price, 1726, Plymouth, FHL Microfilm 92508. 

1726 Sep 7 Richmond County, Virginia. Short’s will proved. The last will and testament 
of Patrick Short, decd. was presented in court by Ann Short, his executrix, 
who made oath thereto and being proved by the oaths of Lewis Pugh and 
Elizabeth Webster, witnesses thereto, is admitted to record and on motion 
of the executrix and her performing what is usual in such cases, certificate 
is granted her for obtaining a probate thereof in due form. Ruth & Sam 
Sparacio, Order Book Abstracts of Richmond County, Virginia, 17126-1727 
(McLean, Virginia, 1998), pages 33, 118, FHL Book 975.523 P2sa, v. 23.  

1727 Sep 6 Richmond County, Virginia. Webster’s will proved. The last will and 
testament of Elizabeth Webster, decd., was presented in court by Henry 
Webster, her executor, who made oath thereto and being proved by the 
oaths of Lewis Pugh and Henry Kilborn, witnesses thereto, is admitted to 
record and on the motion of the executor and his performing what is usual 
in such cases, certificate is granted him for obtaining a probate thereof in 
due form. Ruth & Sam Sparacio, Order Book Abstracts of Richmond County, 
Virginia, 1727-1729 (McLean, Virginia, 1999), pages 24, 114, FHL Book 
975.523 P2sa, v. 24.  

1727/28 Mar  6 Richmond County, Virginia. Pugh’s acknowledgement to Spendergrass. 
Lewis Pugh came into court and acknowledged his deeds of lease and 
release for land and bond for performance of covenants unto John 
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and being proved by the oath of David Pugh, one of the witnesses thereto, 
admitted to record; and on motion of the executor an his performing what 
is usual in such cases, certificate is granted him fro obtaining a probate 
thereof in due form. Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Order Book Abstracts of 
Lancaster County, Virginia, 1732-1736 (McLean, Virginia: by the authors, 
1998), pages 99, 118, FHL Book 975.522 P2sp, v. 15.

1735 Nov  1735 Nov - Bill. Chancery Proceedings, England. Set forth by Lewis Pugh. 
   [Crease] Novr 1735  To The Right Honourable Charles Lord Talbot 

Baron of Hensol Lord High Chancellor of Great Brittain./
   [1] Humbly Complaining Sheweth [showeth] unto your Lordship Your 

Orator Lewis Pugh late of the parish of Lewims[?] Burgh in the County 
of Richmond upon Rappahannuck River in Virginia Planter and now of 
Dolgelley […] in the County of Merioneth That David Pugh late [of]

   [2] Sheffrey in the parish of Llanglynin in the said County of Merioneth 
Gentleman (Your orators late ffather) deceased was in his Lifetime and att 
the time of his Decease seized [seised] in his Demesne as of fee simple of 
and in severall Messuages Lands Tenements and hereditaments Comonly 
[known as/called]

   [3] by the Severall names of Deildre, Tyddyn Sheffrey and Cloddie Byrrion 
Situate Lyeing and being in the said parish of Llanglynin of the Yearly value 
of fforty pounds and upwards and being so seised He the said David Pugh 
in his Life time to witt about forty eight years agoe either Mortgaged [faded]

   [4] premisses to Thomas Price late of Ruthin in the County of Denbigh 
Esquire (Since Deceased) for securing the payment of the sume of four 
Hundred pounds or thereabouts or otherwise the said David Pugh gave 
some other security to the said Thomas Price for the said money which 
[affected?] […faded…]

   [5] the said premisses and which was to be void of the said premisses were 
to be redeemable on payment of the principall and Interest due on the said 
Security And Your Orator further sheweth unto your Lordship that soon 
after the said Thomas Price had gott such Mortgage or either security as 
afore [faded] 

   [6] the said David Pugh He the said Thomas Price brought an Ejectment 
for the said premisses upon the said Mortgage or other Security and 

debt against Lewis Pugh for 467 pounds of tobacco due by bill is dismist, 
the plt. Not prosecuting. Ruth & Sam Sparacio, Order Book Abstracts of 
Richmond County, Virginia, 1731-1732 (McLean, Virginia, 1999), pp, 102, 
103, 116, FHL Book 975.523 P2sa, v. 26.  

1732 Dec 7 Richmond County, Virginia. Jones vs. Pugh. Edward Jones his action of 
debt against Lewis Pugh for 718 pounds of tobacco due by bill is dismist, 
the plt. Not prosecuting. Ruth & Sam Sparacio, Order Book Abstracts of 
Richmond County, Virginia, 1731-1732 (McLean, Virginia, 1999), pp, 102, 
103, 116, FHL Book 975.523 P2sa, v. 26.  

1733/34 Mar  5 Richmond County, Virginia. Abshone vs. Pugh. William Absone his 
petition against Lewis Pugh for 1 pound 6 shillings 8 pence due by bill is 
dismist, the petitioner not prosecuting. Ruth & Sam Sparacio, Order Book 
Abstracts of Richmond County, Virginia, 1732-1734 (McLean, Virginia, 
1999), pages 96, 97, 118, FHL Book 975.523 P2sa, v. 27.  

1734 Aug 6 Richmond County, Virginia. Gwyn vs. Landman & c. Samuell Gwyn his 
petition against William Landman and Willoughby Pugh for 408 pounds of 
tobacco due by bill is continued till next court. Ruth & Sam Sparacio, Order 
Book Abstracts of Richmond County, Virginia, 1734-1735 (McLean, Virginia, 
2000), pages 19, 40, 116, FHL Book 975.523 P2sa, v. 28.  

1734/35 Jan 7 Richmond County, Virginia. Gwyn vs. Landman &c. Samuel Gwyn 
preferred a petition last March court against William Landman and 
Willoughby Pugh for 408 pounds of tobacco due by bill and the defts. 
Being now called to come forth and answer the same but no appearing nor 
any person for them, judgment is thereupon granted the petitioner for his 
debt aforesaid which is ordered to be paid with cost als exon. Ruth & Sam 
Sparacio, Order Book Abstracts of Richmond County, Virginia, 1734-1735 
(McLean, Virginia, 2000), pages 19, 40, 116, FHL Book 975.523 P2sa, v. 28.  

1735/36 Feb 11 Lancaster County, Virginia. Hinton’s certificate probate Fleet’s will. The last 
will and testament of Henry Fleet, gent., decd. was presented in court by 
Samuel Hinton one of the executors therein named who made oath thereto 
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   [14] premisses all the principall money and Interest due on the said 
Mortgage or other Security was paid and satisfyed with a very great 
overplus And your orator further sheweth unto your Lordship that the said 
Edward Price in his Lifetime being satisfyed that he had no [Right] [faded]  

   [15] said premisses but under the said Mortgage or other Security and 
that the Heir at Law of the said David Pugh was Entitled to the Equity of 
Redemption thereof but not knowing whether your orator was then Living 
your orator having for severall years before that time resided in [Virginia] 
[faded] 

   [16] and not having been in England from the time he went to Virginia as 
aforesaid He the said Edward Price duly made and published his Last Will 
and Testament in writing bearing date on or about the Twenty third day of 
October one Thousand seaven hundred and Twenty five and there [faded] 

   [17] other things) gave devised and bequeathed until William Price of 
Geeler in the said County of Denbigh Gentleman (whom he appointed to 
be Executor of his said Will and Residuall […] Legatee therein) the sume of 
three hundred pounds part of the money due to him upon the said [faded] 

   [18] other Security or upon any other account whatsoever from the said 
premisses and as to the rest of the vallue of the said premisses He Left and 
recommended to his said Executor to give and Dispose of the same to the 
Children and Legall Representative of the said David Pugh (who he [the 
said] [faded]

   [19] in the said Will Called his Cosen David ap Pugh) as his said Executor 
Should think fitt and reasonable with regard to the great Burthen [burden] 
debts and Legacies the said Testator laid upon his said Executor and the 
good opinion the said Testator had of his said Executors honestly as in and 
by [the said] [faded]

   [20] and Testament now in the Custody or power of the said William Price 
had your orator the same to produce would more fully appear And Your 
Orator further sheweth that imediately [sic] after the Decease of the said 
Edward Price the said William Price duly proved the said Will and [faded]

   [21] himself of Assetts of the said Testator over and besides the said three 
hundred pounds herein before and in the Will menc[i]oned much more 
then sufficient to pay all the said Testator’s debts Legacies and ffunerall 
Expenses and the said William Price likewise im’ediately after the Death of 

obtained Judgment therein and sued out Execution thereupon by virtue 
whereof possession of the said premisses was delivered to the said Thomas 
[faded (Price)]  

   [7] Continued in possession thereof and received the Rents issues and 
profitts thereof from the time till his Death which happened about Twenty 
[…] years agoe And your orator further sheweth unto your Lordship that 
after the said Thomas Price had so gott into possession [faded] 

   [8] premisses your orators said late ffather not haveing any other Estate and 
not being then able to give your orator any subsistence your orator went 
to Virginia where he Constantly resided and did not return to England till 
lately And Your orator further sheweth that his said late ffather [departed]

   [9] this Life about fforty [] years ago Leaving your orator Son and Heir 
upon whose decease your Orator became intitled to the said premisses 
subject to the said Mortgage or other security as aforesaid and to the Equity 
of Redempc[i]on thereof And your orator further sheweth the [faded] 

   [10] Decease of the said Thomas Price Owen Price his Son and Heir and 
one John Whittstone [superscript:] otherwise Whetstone [regular text:] 
and Jane his wife (which said Jane was Daughter of the said Thomas Price) 
or some or one of them being the proper and Legall Representatives or 
Representative of the said Thomas Price [Conveyed or] [faded] 

   [11] Assigned over all their Right Title and Interest in and to the said 
premisses to Edward Price late of Dolgelley in the said County of Merioneth 
Esquire since deceased and who was Brother of the said Thomas Price by 
Virtue whereof the said Edward Price about Twenty […] [Years] [faded] 
[ago entered]

   [12] into and upon the said premisses and Continued in possession and 
received the Rents Issues and profits thereof till the time of his Death which 
happened in or about the year of our Lord one Thousand Seaven Hundred 
and Twenty five and the said Edward Price about five or six years [faded] 
[before his]

   [13] Decease fell a Considerable quantity of Timber and other Trees then 
growing on the said premisses which was of the vallue of Six hundred 
pounds or thereabouts and either sold the same or Converted the same 
to his own use whereby and by recei[p]t of the Rents issues and profits of 
[faded]
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   [29] Redemption whatsoever and that the Same were regularly Conveyed 
by the proper Representative or Representatives of the said Thomas Price to 
the said Edward Price and att other times the said Defendant William Price 
doth admitt the said premisses were Conveyed to the said Thomas [Price] 
[faded]

   [30] of Mortgage butt insists that the said premisses have been held for so 
Long a time under the said Mortgage that your orator is not now Entitled to 
a Redemption thereof and the said Defendant William Price also sometimes 
pretends that the Equity of Redemption of the said premisses hath [faded]

   [31] foreclosed and both the Defendants do Sometimes pretend that by the 
Will of the said Edward Price it was Left discretionary in the said Defendant 
William Price to give the overplus of the vallue of the said premisses after 
adeduction of the said three hundred pounds to such of the Children of the 
[said] [faded]

   [32] Pugh as he the said William Prince Should think proper and that he 
hath given the Sume of Two hundred pounds or some other sume of money 
to the said Defendant Edward […] Pugh as he is one of the Children of 
the said David Pugh Whereas your orator doth expressly Charge [as the?] 
[faded]

   [33] that the only reason of Your orators not Applying Sooner for a 
Redemption of the said premisses was his ling residence in Virginia 
aforesaid and that the Equity of Redemption of the said premisses was 
never foreclosed And your orator further Chargeth that the said Defendant 
[Edward] [faded]

   [34] Pugh (who is a Seafairing Man and hath been frequently employed 
as a Ship Carpenter) Came severall times to Virginia during your orators 
residence there in order to prevent and keep your orator from making any 
inquiry after the said premisses He informed your orator that there was 
[faded]

   [35] therefrom upon the Security herein before menc[i]oned then the Same 
were worth and the said Defendant after his return to England the better to 
Carry on his fraud and designs reported and told your orators ffriends and 
Relations that your orator was dead And your orator doth further [faded]

   [36] Humbly insist upon it that in Case he were not otherwise Entitled to 
the Redemption of the said premises yett that by vurtue of the said Will 

the said [Testator] [faded]  
   [22] and hath ever Since held and Enjoyed the said premisses and received 

the Rents Issues and profits thereof and thereby received much more then 
the said sume of three hundred pounds Left to him in and by the said 
Will as aforesaid And your orator further sheweth that he was an [intire?] 
[faded]

   [23] and every the said Tranactions during his said residence in Virginia 
butt apprehending that all the money due on any account from the said 
premisses  was paid and discharged He about six months […] agoe Came to 
England to inquire after the same and being informed [su…?] [faded]

   [24] England as aforesaid that the said Edward Price had in his Lifetime 
Cutt down and fallen such quantity of Timber and other Trees as aforesaid 
and that he had made such Will as herein before is menconed your orator 
applied to the said William Price and desired him to come to an account 
[faded]

   [25] in the premisses and Your orator offered that if anything remained 
fairly and Justly due to the said William Price as Executor as aforesaid upon 
any security that affected the said premisses to pay and discharge the same 
and the said William Price agreed thereto and primised to Come to fair and 
Just [account?] [faded]

   [26] orator in the premises But now so it is may it please Your Lordship 
that the said William Price who is one of the Defendants hereunto being 
Combined and Confederated to and with Edward […] Pugh (your orator’s 
Brother second son of the said David Pugh) who is another Defendant 
[faded]

   [27] and to and with divers other persons att present unknown to Your 
orator whom when discovered your orator prays Liberty to add and 
make parties Defendants hereunto with proper Charges against them and 
intending to defraud your orator in the premises and to defeat and deprive 
[faded]

   [28] premisses and the Equity of Redemption thereof the said Defendant 
William doth now deny and refuse to Come to any account with your 
orator in the premisses sometimes pretending that the said premisses were 
absolutely Conveyed by the said David Pugh to the said Thomas Price 
without any Condition or p[faded]
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partie[faded] 
   [45] Considerac[i]on or Considerac[i]ons Havendum or Havendums 

full Effect and Contents and of such Deed or Deeds Conveyance or 
Conveyances and whether there is therein or in any other and what 
Deed relating thereto any and what power of Redemeption of the said 
^[superscript:] premisses [regular script:] reserved or Expressed [And?] 
[faded] 

   [46] he the said Defendant William Price now hath or att any time and 
when Last had in his hands Custody or power all or any and which of the 
said Deed or Deeds Conveyance or Conveyances or where the Same or 
any and which of them now is or are or Last and when was or were [And?] 
[faded] 

   [47] Thomas Price did not and when and by what means get into possession 
of the said premisses or any and what part thereof and whether he did not 
Continue in possession thereof and receive all or any and what part of the 
Rends issues and profitts of the said premisses till his [faded] 

   [48] for any and what part of that time and when he Dyed, And that both 
the said Defendants may sett forth whether your orator did not and when 
go to Virginia and how Long he resided there and when he returned from 
thence and whether the said David Pugh did not Dye about the time 
her[faded] 

   [49] for that purpose menc[i]ned or when he Dyed And whether Your 
orator is not his Son and Heir And that the said Defendant William Price 
may Sett forth and discover whether the said Owen Price John Whittstone 
[superscript:] otherwise Whetstone [regular script:] and Jane his wife or any 
and which or any and what other Representative or Repre[sentatives] 

   [50] of the said Thomas Price did not att ant time and when and how Long 
after the decease of the said Thomas Price by any and what Deed or Deeds 
or how otherwise Convey or Assigne over all or any and what part of their 
or any and which of their Right Title or Interest or to the said [faded] 

   [51] or any and what part thereof to the said Edward Price or to any other 
person or persons and whom in Trust for him And may sett forth the date 
or dates parties names Considerac[i]on or Considerac[i]ons and by whom 
and to whom and when paid Habendum or Habendums full effect [and 
C…] [faded] 

of the said Edward Price He is entitled thereto subject to the Said three 
hundred pounds Left to the said Defendant William Price as [faded]

   [37] orator is Son and Heir and only Legal Representative of the said David 
Pugh and that the Defendant William Price ought to account with your 
orator for the Rents issues and profits of the said Premisses Since the death 
of the said Edward Price And And the said Defendant [faded]  

   [38] Price doth sometimes pretend he hath some other right or Title to the 
said premises or some other Charges or Incumbrances thereon butt refuses 
to deliver the Same or by what Conveyances or for what term or Estate the 
said premises were Conveyed to the said Thomas [Price]

   [39] wether any and what sume or sums of money now remain due 
thereon All which actings and pretences of the said Defendants and 
their Confederates are Contrary to all right Equity and good Cons[c]
ience and tend to your orators apparent wrong and prejudice in tender 
Considera[tion] [faded] 

   [40] and forasmuch as Your orator under the Circumstances of his Case 
is remediless att Law and only Capable of having a discovery of the truth 
of and suitable reliefe in all and Singular the said premisses by the aid of a 
Court of Equity where matters of this nature are most properly Cog[faded] 

   [41] End therefore that the said Defendants and their Confederates as 
discovered may according to the best of their respective knowledges 
remembrances and beliefs true direct and perfect [au?]livers make to all and 
Singular the said premisses as fully as if the same were here [faded] 

   [42] and particularly interrogated unto and more especially may Sett forth 
whether your orators said late ffather was not in his Life time and att the 
time of his Death Seised in his Demesne as of fee or of [ink bltch]ther and 
what Estate of and in the said premisses herein before menc[i]oned [faded] 

   [43] what part thereof or of the Equity of Redemption thereof or any and 
what part thereof and what is the full and true yearly value of the said 
premisses and whether the said David Pugh did not abo[ut th]e time herein 
before for that purpose menc[i]oned or att any other time and [faded] 

   [44] and what Conveyance or Conveyances Deed or Deeds Mortgage or 
Convey the said premises or any and what part thereof to the said Thomas 
Price for Securing the paym[en]t of any and what Sume or Sums of money 
and that the said Defendant William Price may Sett forth the date or dates 
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Testament as aforesaid or at any other and what Last Will and how were 
the said premisses therein and thereby disposed of and whether the said 
Edward Price did not Leave Assets over and besides the said [three] 

   [61] hundred pounds Suffucuent to pay app his Debts and the particular 
Legacies by his said Will given And whether the said Defendant William 
Price did not upon or soon and in how long time after the Death of the said 
Edward Price Enter upon the said premisses [faded]

   [62] what part thereof and whether he hath not ever Since held and Enjoyed 
the same or received the Rents issues and profitts thereof or any and what 
part thereof or how long he hath held and Enjoyed the same or received all 
or any and what part of the [Rents issues] 

   [63] or profitts thereof and what the Rents issues and profitts of the said 
premisses have accounted to in each year respectively since the Decease of 
the said Edward Price And whether your orator ^[superscript:] hath not 
[regular script:] and when ^[superscript:] by himself or some other person 
[regular script:] applied to the said Defendant William Price to Co[me] 
[faded]

   [64] account with your orator in the premises And whether the Equity of 
Redemption of the said premisses was att any time and when and by Decree 
or what Court foreclosed and who were parties to that suit And that the 
said Defendant Edward […] Pugh [faded] 

   [65] and discover whether he was not Severall or any and how many times 
and when att Virginia during your orator’s residence there and whether he 
did not then or att any other time or times and when and for what reason or 
reasons inform your orator that there was as [much] [faded] 

   [66] money due from the said premisses then the same were worth or to 
that or the like effect or what else did he say or inform your orator relating 
thereto And whether the said Defendant Edward […] Pugh did not after 
his return to England or att any other time or [times] [faded] 

   [67] when and for what reason or reasons report or say to any person 
or persons and when that your Orator was dead And that both the said 
Defendants may sett forth whether the said Defendant William Price did att 
time or times and when pay or give or [Convey] [faded]

   [68] given any and what sume or sums of money to the said Defendant 
Edward […] Pugh on any and whatt account relating to the said premisses 

   [52] of the said Deed or Deeds and whether there is any thing menc[i]oned 
or Expressed therein relating to any and what Equity of Redemption of the 
said premisses And whether ^[superscript:] he [regular script:] the said 
Defendant William Price now hath or att any time and when Last had the 
said Last menc[i]oned Deed or [Deeds] [faded]

   [53] any and which of them in his hands Custody or power or where the 
same or any and which of them now is or are or Last and when was or were 
And how much was due upon the said Security for principall and Interest 
Respectively att the time the said premisses were so Conveyed [or?] [faded] 

   [54] to the said Edward Price as aforesaid as the said Defendant William 
Price knows or in his Conciense believes And whether the said Edward 
Price did not about the time herein before for that purpose menc[i]oned or 
att any other time and when first Enter upon the said [premisses] [faded]

   [55] any and what part thereof and how long he was in possession thereof 
before his Decease and when He Dyed And whether the said Edward Parice 
did not about five or six years before his Death or at any other time or times 
and when fall or Cutt down or Cause to be [faded] 

   [56] Cutt down any and what Number or quantity or quantities of Timber 
or other and what Trees then growing on the said premises or any and what 
part or parts thereof and what was the full and true vallue or vallues thereof 
in the whole as the said Defendant [William] 

   [57] Price knows or hath heard or for and what reason believes and how 
were the same applied or disposed of and who received or had all or any 
and what part of the profitt thereof or benefit thereby and how much 
^[superscript:] yearly rents [regular script:] the said Edward Price received 
or might without his [own] [faded] 

   [58] have received for or on account of the Rents issues and profitts of the 
said premisses during the time he was so in possession thereof as aforesaid 
according to the best of the said Defendant William Prices knowledge or 
beliefe And whether any and what [sume or] 

   [59] Sums of money was or were really and truly due and owing to the the 
said Edward Price att the time of is Decease upon or by virtue of the said 
security or any other and what security that affected or Charged the said 
premisses And whether the said Edward Price [did] [faded] 

   [60] before his Decease make and duly Execute such Last Will and 
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Confedater [sic] when discovered thereby com[m]anding ^[superscript:] 
them [regular script:] and each […] and every of them at a certain day & 
under a certain pain therein to be limitted personally to be & appear before 
your Lordship in this [Court] [faded]

   [78] Court [insertion:] then & there to answer all singulat the prmisses 
[regular text:] & to stand to & abide such further order and decree herein 
as to your Lordship shall seem meet And you rOrator shall ever pray and 
soeforth          W[illia]m Falconer 

   C11/291/6 (Chancery Proceeding), Lewis Pugh v. William Price and 
Edward Pugh [Color copy image of original on CD, obtained via 
correspondence from The National Archives (Richmond, England)].

1736   Caroline County, Virginia. William Pugh vs. John Baites. T. E. Campbell, 
Colonial Caroline, A History of Caroline County, Virginia (Richmond, 
Virginia:  The Dietz Press, 1954), FHL Book 975.5362 H2c.

1736 Jun 10 Chancery Proceedings, England. 1736 Jun 10 - Bill. [Preamble:] Sworn at 
the public office the 7th of June 1736 before S Burroughs[;]

   10 June 1736 Drury
   [1] The answer of William Price gentleman one of the defendants to the Bill 

of Complaint of Lewis Pugh complainant
   [2] this defendant saving and reserving to himself all benefit and advantage 

of exception to the errors insufficiencies and imperfections of the 
complainant’s said Bill of Complaint for answer thereunto he this defendant 
doth answer and say that he believes it to be true that David Pugh late 
of Tiddyn Sheffry in the parish of Langlynin in the county of Merioneth 
gentleman [faded: was in his] lifetime 

   [3] seised in fee simple or of some other estate of inheritance which he had 
power to dispose of, of and in all those several messuages or tenements 
called Tyddin Sheffry & Talgarth Ucha and all those several closes closures 
and parcels of land called Cae Gwnet Gweirglued[?] Eingen Yr Ystum[?] Y 
Wenglued ddu y Uern[?] Ucha y Evem[?] Bel[botch]cuedau[?] y ffannon 
Cae Yr Kyllyncae[?] Canol[?] y Cad Pella y Gribbai[?] y [faded] ffored Koft 
y Coed

   [4] and Garth Maur [Mawr] all which said premises are lying and being 

and what were the reasons motives or Considerac[i]ons thereof or how was 
the said Defendant William [Price] 

   [69] induced or perswaded so to do and that the Defendant William Price 
may sett forth what Right or Title he hath or Claims or pretends to have in 
or to the said premisses or any and what part thereof and whether he hath 
any other and what Incumbrances that affect [the said premisses?] 

   [70] any and what part thereof and when and to whom and by whom the 
same were made and for what Considerac[i]on or Considerac[i]ons and by 
whom and to whom and when paid And how much money is now really 
and truly due thereon respectively And whether any and [what?] [faded] 

   [71] money now remains fairly and Justly due on the said Security herein 
before menc[i]oned to be given to the said Thomas Price And that the said 
Defendant William Price may Come to a fair and Just account with your 
orator for the Rents issues and profits of the said [premisses] 

   [72] received by the said Edward Price in his Life time or by the said 
Defendant William Price since his Decease Respectively or in Case this 
Honourable Court Shall not think fitt to oblige him to account for the Rents 
issues and profits of the said premisses received by the [said] [Edward] 

   [73] Price then that he may account with your orator for the Rents issues 
and profitts of the said premisses received by him since the Decease of the 
said Edward Price and in that Case if any thing shall appear to be still due to 
him the said Defendant William Price [Account or?] [faded] 

   [74] said three hundred pounds so Left to him as aforesaid that your orator 
upon payment thereof may be Lett in to redeem the said premisses and that 
the said Defendant William Price may be decreed to Surrender or Assigne 
or Transferr the said Security so made to the said Thomas Price [faded] 

   [75] aforesaid to or to the use of or in Trust for your orator in Such manner 
as this Honourable Shall direct and that the said Defendant William Price 
may be Likewise decreed to deliver quiet and pe[a]ceable possession of the 
said premisses to your orator and that your orator [faded] 

   [76] further and fully releived in all and singular the said premisses 
according to Equity and good conscience […] May it please your Lordship 
to grant unto your Orator his Magestyes most gratious writt or writs of 
subp[o]ena issueing out of and under seale of this hono[ra]ble Court [to be] 

   [77] directed to the said William Price and Edward Pugh and the rest of the 
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(fee simple?)] in the parish of [Langlynnin]
   [10] or elsewhere in the said county of Merioneth and the reversion and 

reversions rent and rents thereof to hold all and singular the said messuages 
tenements lands hereditaments and premises therein before mentioned 
to be situate and lying in the township of Tre Yr Morfa aforesaid unto the 
said Thomas Price his heirs and assignees forever to the use of him the said 
Thomas Price his heirs and assignees [faded] aforementioned [faded] lands 

   [11] and to and for no other use intent or purpose whatsoever and to hold 
all and singular other the messuages lands tenements hereditaments and 
premises therein before mentioned and described whereof no use or estate 
was thereby before limited or appointed of or concerning the same unto 
the said Thomas Price his heirs and assignees to the use of the said Thomas 
Price his heirs and assignees forever [faded] the said messuages lands 
tenements hereditaments 

   [12] and premises might be effectually conveyed and assured according to 
the true intent and meaning of the said indenture it is therein mentioned to 
be covenanted concluded and agreed by and between all the said parties to 
the said indenture for themselves and their heirs and to the true intent and 
meaning of the same indenture and the parties thereto that the said Henry 
Mostyn should before the next Great Session to be [held?] for the county of 
Merioneth in due form of law [faded]

   [13] their Majesties’ writ of Quod or deforce at against the said Thomas 
Price and should thereby demand against him all singular the messuages 
lands and hereditaments therein before mentioned and comprised (other 
than and except the said messuages lands hereditaments and premises in 
the said township of Treer Mufra aforesaid by the name and descriptions 
therein mentioned or any other names and descriptions [faded] that such 
other proceedings should be faded]

   [14] as that a good and perfect common recovery might be had executed 
and suffered of the said premises which said recovery it was thereby 
declared should inure to the use and behoofe of the said Thomas Price 
his heirs and assignees and for over and to and for no other use intent or 
purpose whatsoever in which said indenture there is contained a covenant 
for redemption of the premises thereby granted on [faded] the said David 
Pugh his heirs executors or administrators unto the said [faded]

in the township of Tre Yr Morfa in the said county of Merioneth and all 
those messuages or tenements called Y Deildre and all those several closes 
closures and parcels of land called ffrith Y Deildre ffrith y Worne Gessell 
Cad Yr Hared[?] Tu’ ffrith Yr Acls[?] Cas Canol & Cae Yr Tu’ Rhwugy ddu 
[crease] Graig situate and lying in the township of Arg[? Faded] county of 
Merioneth and all

   [5] that messuage or tenement in Cregannan aforesaid called Creigie 
Morwyn and all those several parcels of land in Cregennan ffrith y Coed 
ffrith y ffynnon Wen[?]Cad y Tu’ Yny Cad Ca Twutu Ir Stubor Rhes y 
ffownog Y Gwbonyed[?] Cre[?] Garw ffrith Y Sarne & ffrith Pant ddu all 
which premises might be then of the yearly value of 25 pounds and no more 
as [faded] and this defendant believes 

   [6] and admits it to be true that by indenture quadriptite (with livery of 
seisin endorsed) bearing date on or about the 23rd day of June in the 2nd 
year of the reign of their late majesties King William and Queen Mary made 
or mentioned to be made between him the said David Pugh of the first part 
Thomas Price of the Inner Temple London esquire of the second part and 
Henry Mostyn of county of Denbigh 

   [7] and Lewis Owen of the parish of Dolgelly in the county of Merioneth 
gentleman of the fourth part he the said David Pugh for and in 
consideration of the sum of 480 pounds of lawful English money unto him 
the said David Pugh & by his order by the said Thomas Price paid satisfied 
and secured to be paid as in the said indenture is set forth [faded] and 
confirmed [faded]

   [8] said Thomas Price all those the said several messuages or tenements 
lands and premises together with all the houses buildings barns stables 
orchards gardens lands woods underwoods feedings ways waste[?] waters 
watercourses piscarys commons turbaries profits and hereditaments 
whatsoever to the said premises or any of them or any part or parcel thereof 
belonging [faded] and containing or to or with the [faded]

   [9] or at any time theretofore demised use occupied or enjoyed or accepted 
refused[?] or taken as part parcel or member thereof or of any of them and 
all other the messuages lands tenements and hereditaments whatsoever of 
the said David Pugh or whereof he or any person or persons in trust for 
him or to his use was or were seised of any estate of inheritance in [faded 
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manner as the consideration money within mentioned witness my hand 
and seal this 12th day of October 1691 David Pugh [.] signed by the above 
named David Pugh in the sight and presence of Lewis Jones 

   [21] Thomas Woodward but this defendant for his greater certainty craves 
leave to refer to the said indenture and endorsement now in this defendant’s 
custody or power ready to be provided to this honorable court and this 
defendant believes a recovery was accordingly had and suffered on the same 
premises [?] and that the said David Pugh making default in payment of 
the said several sums of money […] [faded] believes was […] security for 
the money […]

   [22] thereon) the said Thomas Price in the year 1695 preferred a bill in 
the court of Great Sessions for the counties of Caernarvon Merioneth and 
Anglesey to be paid the money due to him upon the said mortgage or 
that the said David Pugh might be foreclosed of the equity of redemption 
thereof and that the said David Pugh neglecting to appear to the said bill 
process of contempt issue[d] against him and [faded] court the said court of 
Great Sessions and the said Thomas Price 

   [23] legally obtained the possession of the said mortgaged premises but 
this defendant for his greater certainty craves leave to refer to the said bill 
and proceedings now remaining as this defendant believes as upon or as of 
record in the said court of Great Sessions and this defendant believes the 
said Thomas Price did continue in the possession of the said mortgaged 
premises from the time he received the same as aforesaid till [faded] which 
this defendant [faded] was of twenty years and this defendant believes the

   [24] said Thomas Price may have been dead about twenty or twenty-one 
years and this defendant has heard and believes the said David Pugh the 
father had been dead about forty years but whether the complainant went 
to Virginia and whether he constantly resided there and did not return to 
England till lately this defendant knows not neither doth this defendant 
know or can set forth whether [faded] death of the said David Pugh [faded]

   [25] the complainant became entitled to the said premises subject to the 
said mortgage or to the equity of redemption thereof but this defendant 
believes that the money due to the said Thomas Price upon the said 
mortgage was near the full value of the said mortgaged premises and that 
if the complainant upon the death of the said David Pugh the father did 

   [15] his executors or administrators of the sum of 508 pounds 16 shillings 
on the 24th day of June which should be in the year of our Lord 1694 and 
the sum of 8 pounds 16 shillings upon every […] inure until and except the 
said 24th day of June on […] 508 pounds were payable upon which said 
indenture there is a receipt endorsed which appears to be signed by the 
said David Pugh for the [faded] pounds […] of the consideration money 
therein mentioned [faded]

   [16] the same indenture there is an endorsement in the words or to the 
effect following to wit Memorandum that this 12th day of October in the 
year of our Lord God 1691 and in the 3rd year of the reign of our sovereign 
Lord and Lady King William and Queen Mary over England etc.  I the 
within named David Pugh have made and […] and [faded] within also 
named Thomas Price esquire and upon the foot of the agreement [faded]

   [17] plainly and fully appear I also acknowledge to have and received of the 
said Thomas Price and that he hath paid by my order to my creditors and to 
clear the within mortgaged lands and premises from other prior mortgages 
and other encumbrances the said further sum of 430 pounds over and 
above the other 50 pounds hereupon indorsed all [faded] whole unto the 
sum of four hundred [faded]

   [18] pounds which said several sums I hereby acknowledge to have had and 
received of the said Thomas Price as well for and in full of the sum of 480 
pounds being the consideration money within mentioned as of 10 pounds 
more principal money which I hereby also agree shall be secured upon the 
mortgaged security within written and that the [faded] written and that the 
mortgaged premises shall not be redeemed [faded] 

   [19] be satisfied witness my hand and seal the day and year above written 
David Pugh [.] sealed and delivered in the sight and presence of Lewis 
Jones of Aberlyfeny Thomas Woodward of Peniarth and also another 
endorsement in the words or to the effect following to wit Memorandum 
that whereas the above named Mr. Thomas Price hath at my request 
promised and undertaken to […] forty shillings yearly for seven years for 
and towards the […]

   [20] David now apprentice to be at London I do here agree that the said 
several sums of forty shillings or so much thereof as he shall be also secured 
unto the said Mr. Thomas Price by the mortgage within written in the 
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representatives body the remainder to the [daughters?] of the Jane 
successively and the heirs of their respective bodies with like remainders to 
the sons and daughters of his said Owen Price and for want of such issue to 
the use and behoofe of his brother Edward Price (this defendant’s testator) 
and the heirs of his body and in default of such issue to the use and behoofe 
of the testator’s cousin Peter Price of Hernnoge in the county 

   [32] of Denbigh gentleman (this defendant’s late father) and his heirs and 
assignees forever and in case his daughter Jane should marry without the 
consent of his friend and relations Richard Vaughan of Corfyyed[?] of and 
John Lloyd of Aberth?eny in the county of Merioneth esquire and the said 
Hugh Hughes and Robert Ffolkes and the survivor and survivors of them 
in writing under his and their names and […] first […] such case all the 
estates and limitations to her and to the issue and [?]

   [33] thereby before raised made created limited and appointed to her and 
them and every of them should cease determine and be null and void to 
all intents and purposes whatsoever and of his said will constituted and 
appointed his said daughter Jane and the said Elizabeth Phillips joint 
executrixes but this defendant for his great certainty craves [..] to refer to 
the said will which this defendant believes was duly proved by the said Jane 
Price and Elizabeth Phillips in the Prerogative Court of Canterbury 

   [34] and this defendant believes the said Jane Price not withstanding the 
restriction aforesaid in violation to her marriage did afterwards intermarry 
with one John Whetstone without the consent of the said Richard Vaughan 
John Lloyd Hugh Hughes and Robert Ffolkes or such of them as were then 
living and thereupon sole differenced did arise between the said Owen Price 
and John Whetstone and his wife and the said Price and the said Whetstone 
to […]

   [35] agreement to accommodate and reconcile the said differences and 
thereupon by articles of agreement between date on or about the 23rd 
day of July 1720 made or [petitioned] to be read between the said John 
Whetstone and Jane his wife the daughter of the said Thomas Price and the 
said Owen Price the brother of the said Jane of the first part and the said 
Edward Price of [crease] and the said honorable Robert Pr[ice] esquire 
[Baron]

   [36] of Exchequer at Westminster and the said Richard Vaughan and Hugh 

really become entitled to the equity of redemption thereof this defendant 
doth believe[?] [faded] wholly worth [faded]

   [26] and this defendant believes the said Thomas Price had two children 
to wit Owen Price his son and Jane Price his daughter (who married John 
Whetstone) and no other child and this defendant also believes that the 
said Thomas Price duly made and published his last will and testament in 
writing bearing date on or about the twenty-first of July[?] 1714 and thinks 
he did thereby 

   [27] give and devise all his messuages lands tenements and hereditaments 
in the parishes of Trawsfynyed Langylynin & Dolegelly and all other his 
messuages and lands and tenements in the said county of Merioneth except 
the messuages tenements hereditaments and premises thereby before 
devised to Elizabeth Phillips therein named for her life and these messuages 
lands and hereditaments immediately from and after the death of the said 
Elizabeth Phillips unto David Hughes 

   [28] of Guertells[?] in the said county of Merioneth esquire Robert ffoukes 
clerk Rector of Lanbeder in county of Denbigh Charles Roberts of Denbigh 
gentleman and John Phillips of Damoel[?] in the county of Shopshire 
gentleman and their heirs and also to several uses therein mentioned that is 
to say as to part of the said premises to the use of his son Owen Price for his 
life and as to the reversion inheritance of all his messuages lands tenements 
hereditaments and premises there as

   [29] before devised to the said Elizabeth Phillips for her life and to his said 
son for his life immediately expectant upon their respective deceases and all 
other his messuages lands and hereditaments in the parish of Dolgelly not 
thereby devised the said Elizabeth Phillips and his son Owen Price and all 
other his messuages lands hereditaments and premises in the said parish of 
Llangylynin to the intent and purpose of the said trustees and the [faded] 

   [30] survivor of them and his heirs as well by sale or mortgage of any 
part of the said messuage as by the rents and profits thereof in the mean 
time should pay all such debts as he […] at his desire and to such sale or 
mortgages and estates for life as aforesaid to the use and behoofe of his 
daughter Jane Price for her life with provision for supporting contingent 
remembrance and after her decease to the use of the first toward and 

   [31] other son of his said daughter successively and the heirs of their 
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Edward Price his heirs and assignees forever but this defendant for his 
greater certainty […………..]

   [42] craves leave to refer to the said articles now in this defendant’s custody 
or power ready to be produced to this honorable court upon which there 
is a cert[ificate] endorsed dated 2 August 1720 in the words following to 
wit We the within named John Whetstone and Jane his wife do hereby 
acknowledge to have received of the within named Edward Price the within 
mentioned sum of 

   [43] payment of 200 pounds as witness our hands and memorandum that 
all receipts and discharges for any of the money mentioned and these 
presented to be for the separate maintenance of the said Jane shall be 
sufficient to the said Edward Price notwithstanding her coverture John 
Whetstone Jane Whetstone[.] Witnesses to this payment and receipt and 
agreement Robert [---] John

   [44] Richards who likewise appear to be witnesses to the sealing and 
delivery of the said articles by the said John Whetstone Jane Whetstone and 
Owen Price and this defendant saith that the indenture tripartite bearing 
date on or about the 2 August 1720 made or mentioned to be made between 
the said John Whetstone and Jane his wife Owen Price of the first part 
Edward Owen 

   [45] Richards who likewise appear to be witnesses of Garthynghared in the 
county of Merioneth gentleman and Robert Nanny of Dolgelly gentleman 
of the second part and the said Master Baron Price and Richard Vaughan 
and Thomas Wynn of Glynlliron/won in the county of Caernarvon esquire 
and Roderick Lloyd of Lincoln’s Inn in the county of Middlesex of the third 
part it is witnessed that for docking barring extinguishing all estates tail 
reversions remainders and right of remainders of and in the premises

   [46] thereafter mentioned and for settling and assuring the same to the 
uses thereafter declared and in pursuance and performance of certain 
articles of agreement made or mentioned to be made between the said 
John Whetstone and Jane his wife and Owen Price of the first part and the 
said Edward Price of the second part and the said Mr Baron Price Richard 
Vaughan and Hugh Hughes bearing date the 23rd

   [47] day of July then last past it was covenanted concluded and agreed upon 
by and between the said parties and the said John Whetstone for himself 

Hughes of the third part reciting the several suites in law and equity and in 
Doctor’s Commons had arisen touching the disposition of the real estate of 
the said Thomas Price by his said will touching encumbrances thereon and 
that as far as concerned the interest of the said parties thereunto by their 
reference for [] to the said Baron Price his […] and award therein

   [37] same differences were agreed ended and concluded in manner and 
on the terms following that is to say Imprimis the said John Whetstone for 
himself and the said Jane his wife and the said Owen Price for himself did 
severally agree with the said Edward Price before or at the then next Great 
Session to be holden in and for the said county of Merioneth or some other 
Great Sessions to be held or and for the same coming[?] [faded] by [faded] 
the said Edward

   [38] Price was or should be advised by fine and recovery or otherwise to 
grant and convey absolutely to the said Edward Price his heir and assignees 
amongst other things all the estate right title claim and interest of the said 
John Whetstone and Jane his wife and the said Owen Price and either of 
them of and to any of the lands tenements and hereditaments late of the 
said Thomas Price in the county of Merioneth subject to the [faded] of the 
payment of the debts of the said Thomas Price and his said 

   [39] will is mentioned and the estate and interest in part of the premises 
by the said will devised for life to the said Owen Price and the estate and 
in[terest] in other part devised by the said Elizabeth Phillips for her life 
to hold to the said Edward Price his heirs and assignees for ever and in 
consideration thereof the said Edward Price did covenant to pay unto the 
said John Whetstone the sum of 200 pounds and also to pay yearly to the 
said Jane [Whetstone?] during her 

   [40] coverture with the said John Whetstone and afterwards to the issue of 
her body by him and in case of her widowhood to the said Jane during her 
widowhood and after her death to her issue by any other husband a clear 
sum of 15 pounds above all manner of taxes or otherwise, or otherwise lay 
out 300 pounds upon lend and pay the interest thereof annually to the said 
issue of the said Jane and the issue remaining 

   [41] in manner before mentioned the said lands of the said principal sum 
of 300 pounds upon the said death of the said Jane without issue or having 
issue upon the death of any such issue to belong unto and be to the said 
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custody or power ready to be produced to this honorable court and which 
appear to have been sealed and delivered by the said John Whethstone and 
Jane his wife Owen Price and Edward Price in the presence Robert Buckeley 

   [53] Howell Wynne and John Richards saith that the said mortgaged 
premises were conveyed by the said fine recovery and deed leading the 
uses thereof but this defendant saith there is not anything mentioned or 
expressed in the said indenture or in the said articles relating to any Equity 
of Redemption of the said premises but the same conveyed as an estate 
in fee simple as this defendant is advised and believes and this defendant 
believes the said Edward Price soon after entered 

   [54] upon the said premises and received the rents and profits thereof 
from that time till the time of his death with which as this defendant is 
advised and humbly insists he had good right to do and that he died about 
the year 1725 but this defendant doth not know or ever heard save by the 
complainant’s bill nor believes that the said Edward Price about five or six 
years before his death or at any time [---] he was in possession of the said 
premises 

   [55] fell a considerable quantity of timber and other trees growing on the 
premises to the value of 600 pounds or thereabouts but this defendant hath 
heard that he cut and sold some such amount of timber of the premises 
to the amount of 14 pounds or thereabouts but knows nothing thereof to 
his own knowledge but when cut down such timber or what quantity or 
number of trees he so cut down the defendant cannot set forth any timber

   [56] growing on the said premises this defendant humbly intuits whether 
he had not a right so to do in regard he the said Thomas Price under whom 
he claimed had been about twenty years in the possession of the premises 
and therefore was not accountable for the rents and profits of the premises 
received by him to any person claiming under the said David Pugh the 
father as this defendant is advised not doth he best know how [?] yearly 
rents or profits of the said 

   [57] estate the said Edward Price rec[eived] for or on account of the rents 
issues and profits of the said premises claiming the trees that he was so in 
possession of the said premises but this defendant doth not know or believe 
that the sale of the timber and by receipt of the rents issues and profits of 
the said premises all the principal money and interest due upon the said 

and the said Jane his wife and the said Edward Price and Owen Price did 
thereby covenant promise and agree to and with the said Edward Owen and 
Robert Nanny their heirs and assignees that they the said John Whetstone 
and Jane his wife Edward Price and Owen Price should and would within 
the space of two 

   [48] years next ensuing the date of the said indenture at the Great Sessions 
to be held in and for the said county of Merioneth in due form of law 
acknowledge and levy one fine sur counzanze de droit ad rev etc. with 
proclamations thereupon to be had and made according to the usual course 
of fines with proclamations for assurance of land in such cases used and the 
form of the statement that case made and provided [that?] the

   [49] said Edward Owen and the said Robert Nanny and the heirs of the said 
Edward Owen amongst other things of and upon all those messuages and 
tenements called Tythyn Sheffery Daidre and Cloddie Burrion and the said 
land therewith severally occupied with or with the appurtenances situate 
and being in the parish of Llangylynin in the said county of Merioneth then 
late in the several tenures of Griffith Thomas and John Morris Evan the 
either of their undertenants or assignees 

   [50] and of and upon all other messuages tenements lands and 
hereditaments to late of the said Thomas Price then of the said John 
Whetstone and Jane his wife Edward Price and Owen Price some or one 
of them situate and being in the county of Merioneth by the names and 
descriptions therein mentioned which fine should enure to the use of the 
said Edward Owen Robert Nanny and their heirs to the interests the agreed 
and perfect common reversionary right be hand and which indenture 

   [51] thereby covenanted and agreed should be had of the premises the uses 
of which recovery and declared to be in trust for such person or persons 
and his and their heirs executors and assignees and the said Edward Price 
by his deed or deeds or last will and testament to be sealed executed or 
published in the presence of three or more credible witnesses should him 
direct or appoint and for want of such […] direction or appoint to the use 
of the said Edward 

   [52] Price and his heirs and assignees forever and to and for no other use 
intent or purpose whatsoever but this defendant for his greater certainty 
craves leave to refer to the last mentioned indenture now in the defendant’s 
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   [63] defendant admits he hath proved the said will and codicil and taken 
upon him the execution thereof, but this defendant denies that the said 
testator left personal assets near sufficient to satisfy his debts legacies and 
funeral expenses over and besides or with the said 300 pounds and this 
defendant also admits that he did upon the testator’s death enter upon the 
said possession of the premises and hath ever since held and enjoyed the 
same

   [64] as this defendant humbly insists it was lawful for him to do and this 
defendant cannot set forth what sum or sums of money have been received 
to the defendants use from said premises since the decease since the decease 
of the said Edward Price one Lewis Hughes deceased who received the 
same for several years for this defendant having never accounted with 
this defendant for the same but this defendant believes that one year with 
another the said premises have [faded] of rent 

   [65] received the profits thereof have amounted to 30 pounds or 30 
pounds 10 shillings a year and not more as this defendant believes and this 
defendant saith for any thing he knows to the contrary the complainant 
might come to England about six months ago but for what purpose this 
defendant know not and this defendant doth admit that the complainant 
hath lately of [?] some title to the said premises or to the equity of 
redemption thereof 

   [66] pretending to be the eldest son of the said David Pugh the father and 
hath by his solicitor agent but not by himself made some application to this 
defendant to come to an account with him for the rents and profits of the 
said premises received by the said Edward Price this defendant’s testator 
and this defendant but this defendant denies he ever promised to come to 
any account with the complainant touching the same and admits that he did 
tell the complainant[‘s]

   [67] solicitor or agent that he was willing to refer the matter to some 
eminent counsel and would do as he should direct or think reasonable 
or to that effect and this defendant believes he may have said that if the 
complainant is really the eldest son and heir of the said David Pugh the 
father (which this defendant doth not admit) yet he hath not any right to 
the rents and profits of the said premises received by the said Edward Pugh 
after so long and [?]

mortgage was paid and satisfied with a very great overplus but on the 
contrary this defendant 

   [58] believes that the clear rents and profits of the said premises during the 
time that the said Edward Price was in possession thereof were not more 
than sufficient to keep down the interest of the money really due upon the 
said mortgage and therefore believes that the whole principal money due 
upon the said mortgage was due to the said Edward Price at the time of his 
death and this defendant admits it to be true that the said Edward Price did 
depart this life sometime

   [59] about the year 1726 and that he did before his death duly make and 
publish his last will and testament in writing bearing date on or about 
the 23rd day of October 1725 and thereof constituted and appointed this 
defendant sole executor and residuary legatee of his personal estate and that 
he did thereby give and bequeath unto this defendant the better to enable 
him to pay

   [60] his debts and legacies the sum of 300 pounds part of the money due 
unto his brother Thomas whose representative he was by sale from and 
agreement with the said John Whetstone and Jane his wife as also Owen 
Price then deceased and by virtue of an elegit or extent in the name of Lloyd 
Bodwell esquire upon Deildre Tyddin Sheffrey and Cloddie Byrrion situate 
lying and being in the parish of Langylynin in the said County of Merioneth 
and that as to the rest of the 

   [61] value of the said premises in Langlynin he left and recommended it 
to this defendant to give and dispose of the same to the children and legal 
representatives of his cousin David Pugh formerly owner of the same 
premises as this defendant should think fitting and reasonable in regard 
to the great burthen [burden] debts and legacies he had laid upon this 
defendant and the good opinion he had of this defendant’s honesty but the 
defendant decries the said Edward Price made his [de--]

   [62] to such or the like effect as in the aid bill in charged or to any other 
effect save as set forth to this defendant’s knowledge or belief and says that 
then the said testator afterwards made a codicil to his will dated on or about 
the 20th of January 1725 whereby he gave his said will and gave some other 
legacies and annuities but this defendant for his greater certainty prays leave 
to refer to the said will and codicil and this
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of the said David Pugh the father and offered to make [faded] affidavit 
thereof and of this 

   [74] defendant sayeth that neither the said Lewis or David the son having 
been heard of in the country for many years and it being as this defendant 
believes generally thought by their relations and friends, that they were both 
dead, this defendant was thereby induced to give credit to what was alleged 
by the said defendant Edward Pugh and thereupon this defendant and the 
said Edward Pugh entered into an 

   [75] agreement in writing in the words and figures or to the effect following 
to wit Memorandum It is agreed between Edward Pugh of Stepney Parish 
near Radcliffe Cross in the County of Middlesex ship carpenter and 
William Price of Geelar in the County of Denbigh gentleman that the said 
Edward Pugh shall by good and sufficient conveyance such as counsel 
learned shall direct convey and assign unto the said William 

   [76] Price and his heirs forever the equity of redemption of all the 
messuages land and premises which were formerly the inheritance of David 
Pugh late of Tyddyn Sheffrey in the parish of Langylynin in the County of 
Merioneth gentleman in consideration thereof the said William Price is to 
pay at the execution of such conveyance unto the said Edward Pugh the 
sum of 200 pounds he the said Edward Pugh making affidavit 

   [77] in writing that he is the eldest son now living of the said David Pugh, 
and that there is no issue living by any elder brother of his in such manner 
as counsel shall direct as witness our hand the 9th day of November 1728[,] 
Edward Pugh[,] Edward Price subscribed in the presence of Robert Nanney 
of Harleigh Castle Holborn[,] Thomas [?] of Wiler? Salisbury Court and 
this defendant saith that [faded]

   [78] afterwards the said Edward Pugh voluntarily went before Mr. Allen 
one of the masters of this honourable court and subscribed to the following 
affidavit to wit Edward Pugh of the parish of St. Dunstan Stepney alias 
Stebunheath in the County of Middlesex ship carpenter make the oath 
that David Pugh formerly of Treyr Mo[rfa] In the County of Merioneth 
gentleman this deponent’s father deceased 

   [79] had issue three sons vizt Lewis Pugh late of the island of Virginia 
planter David Pugh late of the same island shipwright and this deponent 
and no other sons and that this deponent’s said father died [above?/over?] 

   [68] possession of the said Edward Price and those under whom he claimed 
which of the complainants or on showing in and by his said bill appears to 
be about 30 years after the complainant’s right (if ever he had any right) to 
redeem the same accrued and this defendant denied that he ever pretended 
that the said premises were absolutely conveyed by the said David Pugh 
the father to the said Thomas Price without any consideration or power of 
redemption upon 

   [69] whatsoever, but this defendant believes he may have said that the 
same were regularly conveyed or assigned by the proper representative 
or representatives of the said Thomas Price to the said Edward Price and 
this defendant believes he may have insisted as he is advised that the said 
premises had been held for so long a time by the said Thomas Price and no 
person claiming [crease] David Pugh the father 

   [70] could be entitled to redeem the same and this defendant denies he ever 
pretended that the equity of redemption of the said mortgaged premises 
hath been long since foreclosed or ever set up any other title thereof save as 
aforesaid and save as hereafter is mentioned but this defendant believes he 
may have said he apprehended he had a discretionary power under the will 
of the said Edward Price to give the overplus [?] of the value[?]

   [71] of the said premises after a deduction of the said 300 pounds to such 
of the children of the said David Pugh the father as this defendant should 
think fit but whether this defendant had such power or not this defendant 
submits to the judgment of this honorable court and this defendant saith 
that same short time after the death of the said Edward Price the defendant 
Edward Pugh having [crease] he granted [?]

   [72] of the will of the said Edward Price applied to this defendant and 
assured him that he was the eldest surviving son and heir of the said David 
Pugh the father and offered to release his title to the said premises if any 
such he had to this defendant and his heirs for the sum of 200 pounds and 
upon this defendant telling him he had heard that the said David Pugh the 
father had [faded] 

   [73] Lewis his eldest son and David and Edward the said defendant Edward 
Pugh assured this defendant that the said Lewis and David his said elder 
brothers were both dead and that no issue of either of them was living but 
that he the said defendant Edward was the heir and only legal representative 
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heir in whom the Equity of Redemption of the said mortgaged premises 
was then vested and that the right and interest in and to the said mortgaged 
premises and money thereby secured was then come to and legally entered? 
[by?] this defendant as is witnessed by the said indenture of release 

   [86] that for and in consideration of the sum of 200 pounds of lawful money 
of Great Britain to the said Edward Pugh in hand well and truly paid (and 
which was really and truly paid to him) by this defendant at and before the 
sealing and delivery of the same indenture he the said Edward Pugh did 
grant bargain sale remise release and forever quit claim [faded] defendant 
and his heirs all and singular the messuages

   [87] lands, tenements and hereditaments in and by the said indenture of 
feoffment therein recited conveyed or mentioned to be conveyed to or to 
the use of the said Thomas Price and his heirs with their and every of their 
appurtenances and all the estate right title interest equity of redemption 
property claim and demand by whatsoever which he the said Edward Pugh 
or any other person or persons interest for him had of [faded] 

   [88] same [CHECK] or to any part or parcel thereof and of in to all deeds 
evidences said writings belonging to the said premises, or only to any 
part or parcel thereof to hold the several messuages lands tenements and 
hereditaments and all or singular other the said premises therein before 
released or intended to be released with their and [faded] ?appurtences 
[faded] and for his and their own proper use and [faded]

   [89] for ever as by the said indentures of lease and release duly executed by 
the said Edward Price now in this defendants custody or power ready to 
be produced to this honorable court may appear and this defendant saith 
that as no person claiming under the said David Pugh the father could as 
this defendant is advised be entitled to the redemption of [equity] [faded] 
person of the said Thomas Price and those claiming

   [90] under him but under the will of the said Edward Price And this 
defendant had all the reason in the world to believe that the said Edward 
Pugh was the eldest surviving son and heir and legal representative of the 
said David Pugh the father and as such was entitled to the surplus of the 
value of the said premises as above the said three hundred [pounds] [faded] 
defendant submits it to the judge of the honorable

   [91] court whether if the complainant should be able to prove himself to 

twenty years ago as this deponent both heard and believes he this deponent 
then residing in Virginia aforesaid and that the said Lewis Pugh his eldest 
son died in Virginia aforesaid about four or five

   [80] years ago leaving issue one daughter only and no other child which 
daughter died in a very short time after her father being then an infant of 
about four or five years and was buried with her father as this deponent 
hath been informed at the place where they lived  And this deponent said 
that the said David Pugh second son to the said David Pugh the father 
died in the said island of Virginia 

   [81] a bachelor and without issue this deponent then living with him the 
said David Pugh the son in Virginia aforesaid and this deponent saith that 
he is the eldest son now living of the said David Pugh the father and his 
heir at law as he is advised there being no surviving issue now living of the 
said Lewis Pugh and David Pugh this deponent’s elder brothers or either 
of them[.] Edward Pugh Jur’ [sworn] xxvto[?] [25]

   [82] die [day] Januar’ 1728 Coram [before] me Anto Allen as by the said 
affidavit now in this defendant’s custody or power ready to be produced 
to this honorable court may appear And this defendant saith that the said 
Edward Pugh having made such affidavit as aforesaid.  And this defendant 
having no reason to suspect the truth of what he had sworn but readily 
believing him to be the heir at law of the said 

   [83] David Pugh the father this defendant did consent that the said 
agreement hereinbefore set forth should be carried into execution and 
thereupon by indenture of lease and release bearing date respectively the 
twenty seventh and twenty eight days of January 1728 made or mentioned 
to be made between the said Edward Pugh by the name of Edward Pugh of 
the parish of St. 

   [84] Dunstan Stepney alias Stebenheath in the County of Middlesex, ship 
carpenter, son and heir of David Pugh late of Treyr Morfa in the County 
of Merioneth gentleman deceased of the one part and this defendant of the 
other part the release reciting the said indenture of mortgage of the 23 of 
June of the second year of the reign of King William and Mary by the said 
David Pugh the father to Thomas Price and the 

   [85] endorsements therein herein before set forth and that the said David 
Pugh the father was dead and the said Edward Pugh was his eldest son and 
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prove as this honorable court shall award and humbly prays to believe? 
Dismissed with his reasonable costs and charges in this behalf most 
wrongfully sustained.  

   R. William? 
   Kingston 
   C11/291/6 (Chancery Proceeding), Lewis Pugh v. William Price and 

Edward Pugh [Color copy image of original on CD, obtained via 
correspondence from The National Archives (Richmond, England)].

1736 Jul 17 Essex County, Virginia. Thomas Hawkins of Essex County sold to James 
Garnett of same place six negroes named Kate, one girl named Sarah, 
one girl Judah and one boy named Sanco and one boy named Belley and 
one named Essex with their increase. Signed Thomas Hawkins. Witness: 
Salvator Muscoe, William Hawkins, Willobe [Willoughby] Pugh. Ruth and 
Sam Sparacio, Deed Abstracts of Essex County, Virginia, 1738-1742 (McLean, 
Virginia: by the authors, 1989), p. 30, FHL Book 975.534 R28s, v. 5.

1737 Apr 8 Lancaster County, Virginia. On the attachment obtained by James Fleming 
against the estate of Thomas Scott for 470 pounds of tobacco which 
attachment was served upon a mare in the hands of David Pugh; on the 
oath of the plaintiff judgment is granted him against the defendant for his 
debt and costs and it is ordered in case the Mare shall not be replevied as 
the law directs, she be sold and disposed of for and towards satisfaction of 
this judgment in the same manner as goods taken in execution by a writ of 
fiery facias an that this attachment be continued till the next court. Ruth 
and Sam Sparacio, Order Book Abstracts of Lancaster County, Virginia, 1736-
1739 (McLean, Virginia: by the authors, 1998), pages 29 – 30, FHL Book 
975.522 P2sp, v. 16.

1738 Aug 13 Caroline County, Virginia. Suit. Willoughby Pugh vs. John Bates. 
Willoughby Pugh winner of case, ordered to pay Caleb Lindsey and John 
Billups each 30 lbs. of tobacco for one day in court. [Caroline County 
Court Order Book 1732-1740 Part 2, copied from manuscript entitled 
‘Summary of Information Collected on Willoughby Pugh, No.1, 1711-1790,’ 

be the eldest son and heir of the said David Pugh the father (which this 
defendant doth not admit he is) this defendant ought not to be considered 
as a fair and honest purchaser of the said equity of redemption without 
notice of the complainant’s title and to have the same benefit of the said 
[faded] lease and release as if he had pleaded the same in court

   [92] to the complainant’s said bill and the relief sought thereby as against 
this defendant especially as it appears of the complainant’s own showing in 
and by his said bill that it was believed by the friends and relations of the 
said Lewis Pugh the eldest son of the said David Pugh the father that the 
said Lewis Pugh was dead without issue and that the complainant [faded] 
and occurred above forty years ago and that the 

   [93] complainant knew thereof and yet it doth not appear that in all that 
time the complainant either by himself or agents ever applied to redeem 
the said premises And this defendant saith he hath heard and believes that 
Lewis Pugh the eldest son of the said David Pugh the father did go to 
Virginia above forty years ago, but whether the complainant is the [faded] 
he hath constantly resided in Virginia ever 

   [94] since by going thither this defendant doth not know nor can set forth 
and this defendant saith that the said premises mortgaged by the said David 
Pugh the father to the said Thomas Price as aforesaid are of the yearly value 
of thirty pounds or thereabouts and no more as this defendant believes 
and the defendant denies that he ever pretended that [faded] of the said 
premises was long since foreclosed or 

   [95] that he had any other right or title thereto save as aforesaid or ever 
refused to discover [disclose?] his title thereto the complainant and 
this defendant also denies that he has entered into any combination or 
confederacy to defeat or deprive the complainant of any just right or title he 
may have to the said premises or to the equity of redemption thereof And 
the defendant [faded] submits? His right title to the said premises [faded]

   [96] judgment of this honorable court and prays to believe dismissed with 
his costs charges in this behalf sustained without that any other matter 
or thing in the complainants said bill of complaint contained material or 
effectual in the law for this defendant to make answer unto and not herein 
as hereby well and sufficiently [faded] denied is true all which 

   [97] and things this defendant is ready and willing to aver maintain and 
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1740 Apr 13 Stafford & King George Counties, Virginia. St. Paul’s Parish Register. Mary 
Pew married Ephraim Simmons. George Harrison Sanford King, The 
Register of Saint Paul’s Parish, 1715-1798, Stafford County, Virginia, 1714-
1776, King George County, Virginia, 1777-1798… (Fredericksburg, Virginia:  
George Harrison Sanford King, 1960), FHL Book 975.525 K2k.

1740 Sep 1 Richmond County, Virginia. Account Book I:157-158. Ann Pugh, widow, 
William Landman, Henry Pugh, Willoughby Pugh, Henry Headley & 
Lewis Pugh of Richmond, Virginia “have made in our names have put 
our well beloved David Pugh of the County of Lancaster in sd Colony to 
demand of the Executors or Administrators of Lewis Pugh formerly of 
Virginia aforesd but late of some part of South Wales in the Kingdom of 
Great Brittain deced all such sums of money goods whatsoever due and 
owing to the aforsd Ann Pugh as her Dower and third of the sd Deceds 
Estate and to the aforesd for their Childrens part of the same …” Signed: 
Ann (A) Pugh, Wm. (W) Landman, Henry Pugh, Wm: Pugh, Henry (H) 
Headley, Lewis Pugh. [Ruth & Sam Sparacio, Virginia County Court Records 
Account Book Abstracts of Richmond County Virginia 1724-1751 (McLean, 
Virginia:  Ruth & Sam Sparacio, 1980) copied from report by Jeanne 
Douglass Mead dated 11 May 2000 to V. Watson Pugh, M.D.]

1740 Sep 1 Richmond County, Virginia. Account Book I:159-160. Deposition of Ann 
Pugh, widow of Lewis Pugh, late of Richmond County, Virginia, aged 
60 years or thereabouts. “Saith that on or about the year of our Lord 1704 
She was lawfully married to the aforesaid Lewis Pugh, and has by him had 
seven children, John, David, Elizabeth, Henry, Willoughby, Ann and Lewis; 
that about the year MDCCXXXI her aforesd husband receiving Inteligence 
from his Brother in Law Benjamin Jones of North Wales in the Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Elizabeth his Wife his Sister that an Estate both real 
and Personall lying in South Wales in Great Britain aforesd had descended 
to him from David Pugh Father of the sd deced Lewis Went to England & 
took with him his aforesd Son John Pugh; that the sd Lewis and his Son 
John sailed out of Rappahannock River in Virginia aforesd in the month 
of Aprill MDCCXXXI on board Capt. Loxam for Liverpoole and that this 
Deponant hath been lately advised that her sd husband is Dead in South 

by Thomas Edward Marshall, III, formerly of Bedford, VA, after 1995-1859 
South Creek Drive, Austell, GA 30106]

1739   Orange County, Virginia. James Pickett constable, list of tithables. George 
Simmons, 2 tithables. Barbara Vines Little, Orange County, Virginia 
Tithables 1734-1782, Part 1 (Orange, VA: Barbara V. Little, 1988), FHL 
975.5372 R4l, Pt. 1. 

1739 Aug  13 Essex County, Virginia. Deed Book 22:117. Thomas Hawkins to James 
Garrett - land by deed 17July 1736 - Security returned to James. Wit: 
Salvator Muscoe, William Hawkins and Willoughby Pugh. 18 September 
1739 Oath Willoughby Pugh saw security delivered. [Abstracted from 
manuscript entitled ‘Summary of Information Collected on Willoughby 
Pugh, No.1, 1711-1790,’ by Thomas Edward Marshall, III, formerly of 
Bedford, VA, after 1995-1859 South Creek Drive, Austell, GA 30106]

1739 Jun 4 Richmond County, Virginia. Deeds 9:561. Ephraim Seamans of 
Lunenburg Parish, Richmond County, Virginia to John McKonno. For 
10,000 lbs tobacco, land containing 50 acres being part of tract granted 
to Edward Lewis & formerly purchased by Joseph Seamans of William 
Landman, and bounded by lands of Thomas Walker, Walker’s Spring 
Branch, Lewis Richard’s Spring Branch, a swamp out of Totusky Creek. 
Signed Ephraim Seamans. Wit: John Raynolds, William Blakorby, Thomas 
Hutchinson. [Copied from report by Jeanne Douglass Mead dated 1 
September 2000 to V. Watson Pugh, M.D.]

1739 Jun 13 Lancaster County, Virginia. In the suit between Thomas Edwards, plaintiff 
and David Pugh, defendant, judgment is granted to the plaintiff against 
the defendant for 290 pounds tobacco and costs als exo. Ruth and Sam 
Sparacio, Order Book Abstracts of Lancaster County, Virginia, 1739-1742 
(McLean, Virginia: by the authors, 1998), pages 1 – 2, FHL Book 975.522 
P2sp, v. 17. Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Order Book Abstracts of Lancaster 
County, Virginia, 1739-1742 (McLean, Virginia: by the authors, 1998), pages 
1 – 2, FHL Book 975.522 P2sp, v. 17.
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named and proved by John Harris and Patrick Royan, witnesses thereto. 
Executrix with John Carter and Ephm. Simons her securities acknowledged 
their bond. It is ordered John Griffin, Abrose Howard, John Blanton, 
and William Pemberton appraise the estate of John Bell. John Frederick 
Dorman, Caroline County, Virginia, Order Book 1740-1746, Part Two, 
1742/3-1744 (Washington, D.C.:  John Frederick Dorman, 1973), FHL Book 
975.5362 P2d v. 3.

1744  Jun 8 Caroline County, Virginia. Court Order book. Edward Scrimshaw deed to 
Ephraim Simons was proved by John Carter, James Bramlitt and Richard 
Vawter, witnesses thereto. John Frederick Dorman, Caroline County, 
Virginia, Order Book 1740-1746, Part Two, 1742/3-1744 (Washington, D.C.:  
John Frederick Dorman, 1973), FHL Book 975.5362 P2d v. 3.

1747 Feb 5 Essex County, Virginia. Deed Book 24:238/240. Young Hawkins of St. 
Ann’s Parish, Essex County, to James Garnett of same place. 350 acres 
land on Rappahannock River and Blackbone Creek. All the land Young 
Hawkins received by will from his father Thomas Hawkins, dec’d. Deed also 
mentioned Young Hawkins’s grandfather, John Hawkins. Wit. - Willoughby 
Pugh, John Smith, William Carnall and Thos. Landrum. Rappahannock, 
Virginia, Essex County Virginia - 19 April 1748 Oath Willoughby Pugh. 
[Abstracted from manuscript entitled ‘Summary of Information Collected 
on Willoughby Pugh, No.1, 1711-1790,’ by Thomas Edward Marshall, III, 
formerly of Bedford, VA, after 1995-1859 South Creek Drive, Austell, GA 
30106] Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Deed Abstracts of Essex County, Virginia, 
1742-1749 (McLean, Virginia: by the authors, 1992), pages 80 – 81, FHL 
Book 975.534 R28s, v. 7.

1747 Aug 3 Richmond County, Virginia. William Penley’s Estate Settlement. In 
obedience to an Order of Court dated 3d August 1747.We the Subscribers 
have settled all the Accot. produced to us by Mary Penley on Acct. of her 
Admin. of Wm. Penleys Estate which is as followeth... The Estate of Wm. 
Penley to Clarks Fees paid;  
paid Capt. Sydnor;  
paid Henry Headley;  

Wales aforesd and together with her aforesd five children, Elizabeth now 
the Wife of Wm. Landman, (Ann) now the Wife of Henry Headly, Henry, 
Willoughby and Lewis hath impowered her aforesd Son David Pugh to go 
over to Great Britain and receive what is due to them for their part of the 
Estate of her Deced husbands Estate and further this Deponant saith not.” 
Sworn 1 Sep 1740 and recorded. [Ruth & Sam Sparacio, Virginia County 
Court Records Account Book Abstracts of Richmond County Virginia 1724-
1751 (McLean, Virginia:  Ruth & Sam Sparacio, 1980) copied from report 
by Jeanne Douglass Mead dated 11 May 2000 to V. Watson Pugh, M.D.]

1740 Sep 1 Richmond County, Virginia. Account Book I:159-160. Deposition of 
Henry Kilburne, of Essex County, Virginia, aged 52 years or thereabouts. 
His testimony concurred with Ann Pugh, widow of Lewis Pugh [Ruth 
& Sam Sparacio, Virginia County Court Records Account Book Abstracts 
of Richmond County Virginia 1724-1751 (McLean, Virginia:  Ruth & Sam 
Sparacio, 1980) copied from report by Jeanne Douglass Mead dated 11 May 
2000 to V. Watson Pugh, M.D.]

1740 Sep 1 Richmond County, Virginia. Account Book I: 160. Deposition of John 
Clarke, of Richmond County, Virginia, aged 50 years or thereabouts. His 
testimony concurred with Ann Pugh, widow of Lewis Pugh [Ruth & 
Sam Sparacio, Virginia County Court Records Account Book Abstracts of 
Richmond County Virginia 1724-1751 (McLean, Virginia:  Ruth & Sam 
Sparacio, 1980) copied from report by Jeanne Douglass Mead dated 11 May 
2000 to V. Watson Pugh, M.D.]

1743  Mar 9 Caroline County, Virginia. Court Order Book, Page 256. Edward 
Scrimshaw’s deed of land indented to Ephraim Simons was proved by 
William Daniel, William Daniel, Jr. and John Carter. John Frederick 
Dorman, Caroline County, Virginia, Order Book 1740-1746, Part Two, 
1742/3-1744 (Washington, D.C.:  John Frederick Dorman, 1973), FHL Book 
975.5362 P2d v. 3.

1744 May 11 Caroline County, Virginia. Court Order book. The last will and testament 
of John Bell was presented in Court by Elizabeth Bell the executrix therein 
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1749 Oct 13 Caroline County, Virginia. Ephrim Simons is appointed guardian to Wm. 
Pew, who with John Jeater his security acknowledge bond. John Frederick 
Dorman, Caroline County, Virginia, Order Book 1746-1754, Part Two, 
1748-1750 (Washington, D.C.:  John Frederick Dorman, 1968), FHL Book 
975.5362 P2d, v. 6.

1749 Oct 13 Essex County, Virginia. Deed Book 24: 380. John Vawter of Essex County 
to daughter “for love and good will and 5 shillings” Winifred Vawter of 
the same place. 62 acres of land deeded to John Vawter on 18 March 1745 
by his father-in-law Daniell Noell. Land bordered John Andrews. Wit: 
Bartholomew Vawter, Will[oughby] Pugh, Daniel Thomas and John Noell. 
[Abstracted from manuscript entitled ‘Summary of Information Collected 
on Willoughby Pugh, No.1, 1711-1790,’ by Thomas Edward Marshall, III, 
formerly of Bedford, VA, after 1995-1859 South Creek Drive, Austell, GA 
30106]. Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Deed Abstracts of Essex County, Virginia, 
1749-1751 (McLean, Virginia: by the authors, 1993), pages 22 – 26, 28, 128, 
FHL Book 975.534 R28s, v. 8.

1749 Nov 18 Essex County, Virginia. Deed Book 24:387. John Vawter of St. Ann’s 
Parish, Essex County to eldest son Bartholomew Vawter of the same 
place. For “love good will and affection and 5 shillings” John deeded to 
Bartholomew land on head of Blackburn’s Creek containing 150 acres. Wit: 
Willoughby Pugh, Winifred Vawter, Samuel Brown and Angus Vawter. 
[Abstracted from manuscript entitled ‘Summary of Information Collected 
on Willoughby Pugh, No.1, 1711-1790,’ by Thomas Edward Marshall, III, 
formerly of Bedford, VA, after 1995-1859 South Creek Drive, Austell, GA 
30106] Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Deed Abstracts of Essex County, Virginia, 
1749-1751 (McLean, Virginia: by the authors, 1993), pages 22 – 26, 28, 128, 
FHL Book 975.534 R28s, v. 8.

1749 Nov 18 Essex County, Virginia. Deed Book 24:395. Winifred Vawter of St. Ann’s 
Parish, Essex County to Willoughby Pugh of the same place – 60 a. land.  
Land bordered Winifred Vawter, Samuel Noel, John Andrew, William 
Gray, dec’d., Capt. John Rouzee and John Noell. Wit: Bartholomew Vawter, 
Samuel Brown and Angus Vawter. 18 November 1749 Memorandum 

paid Lewis Pugh;  
paid Coroners fees;  
paid Costelo Hill;  
paid Wm. Clark;  
paid Robt. Middleton;  
paid Sam’l Harrison;  
paid Richd. Knott;  
paid Tealif Alverson ... 
Signed by: Anthony Sydnor George Clarke Wm. Hartley 
Account Abstracts of Richmond Co., VA 1724-1751 Recorded amongst the 
records of Richmond County 5th day October 1747 p. 282.

1748/9 Mar 10 Caroline County, Virginia. The last will and testament of John Bell was 
presented in Court by Ann Bell and Ephraim Simmons, executrix and 
executor therein named. Ephraim Simmons relinquished his executorship 
and refused to take upon him the burden of the execution of the will. At 
the motion of Ann Bell, certificate is granted her for obtaining letters of 
administration with the will annexed. Proved by James Hopkins and Sarah 
Bard. John Frederick Dorman, Caroline County, Virginia, Order Book 1746-
1754, Part Two, 1748-1750 (Washington, D.C.:  John Frederick Dorman, 
1968), FHL Book 975.5362 P2d, v. 6.

1749 Oct 12 Essex County, Virginia. Deed Book 24: 384. Young Hawkins of Essex 
County to John Vawter of the same place. 30 acres of land on the south side 
of “Occupation Swamp” that Young Hawkins received from grandfather 
John Hawkins. Land bordered Capt. James Garnett, Samuel Henshaw and 
Thomas Hawkins (father to Young Hawkins). Wit. - Bartholomew Vawter, 
Willoughby Pugh, Angus Vawter and Winifred Vawter. [Abstracted from 
manuscript entitled ‘Summary of Information Collected on Willoughby 
Pugh, No.1, 1711-1790,’ by Thomas Edward Marshall, III, formerly of 
Bedford, VA, after 1995-1859 South Creek Drive, Austell, GA 30106] Ruth 
and Sam Sparacio, Deed Abstracts of Essex County, Virginia, 1749-1751 
(McLean, Virginia: by the authors, 1993), pages 22 – 26, 28, 128, FHL Book 
975.534 R28s, v. 8.
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defendant. George Keeling, foreman. It is ordered Ephrim Simmons pay 
John Melear 50 pounds of tobacco for two days’ attendance as an evidence 
for him against Miller. John Frederick Dorman, Caroline County, Virginia, 
Order Book 1746-1754, Part Three, 1750-1752 (Washington, D.C.:  John 
Frederick Dorman, 1970), FHL Book 975.5362 P2d, v. 7.

1753 Oct 11 Caroline County, Virginia. Court Order book. Ephrim Simons and Mary 
his wife acknowledged their deeds of lease and release indented to Thomas 
Ayers. John Frederick Dorman, Caroline County, Virginia, Order Book 1746-
1754, Part Four, 1752-1754 (Washington, D.C.:  John Frederick Dorman, 
1971), FHL Book 975.5362 P2d v. 8.

1753 Oct 11 Caroline County, Virginia. Court Order book. Ephrim Simons and Mary 
his wife and also William Pugh acknowledged their deed of livery and 
seizing indented to Simon Miller Junr. John Frederick Dorman, Caroline 
County, Virginia, Order Book 1746-1754, Part Four, 1752-1754 (Washington, 
D.C.:  John Frederick Dorman, 1971), FHL Book 975.5362 P2d v. 8.

1754 Jan 1 Cumberland County, Virginia. Birth of Young Peugh. S3633. Lived in 
Charlotte Co VA at enl after Rev he moved to Amherst Co VA for 4 yrs then 
Green Co TN for 34 yrs then Blount Co AL for 2 yrs then back to Greene 
Co TN for 2 yrs then to Macon Co NC for 3 yrs then to Warren Co TN for 
4 yrs then to Marion Co TN where he applied 3 Dec 1833 and was living 
with Samuel D. Paugh (no relationship given). Virgil D. White, Genealogical 
Abstracts of Revolutionary War Pension Files, Volume III: N-Z (Waynesboro, 
Tennessee:  The National Historical Publishing Company, 1992), FHL Book 
973 M28g v. 3.

1757   Caroline County, Virginia. Jonathan Seamands, VA line S1588, sol was b 
1757 in Caroline Co VA & he lived in Orange Co VA at enl & in 1806 he 
moved to Jefferson Co TN where he appl 9 Mar 1833, in 1834 sol was dec’d 
& children were referred to but not named. Virgil D. White, Genealogical 
Abstracts of Revolutionary War Pension Files, Volume III: N-Z (Waynesboro, 
Tennessee:  The National Historical Publishing Company, 1992), FHL Book 
973 M28g v. 3.

Agreement between Winifred Vawter and Willoughby Pugh, the said Will 
Pugh shall have liberty of wood or bark for tanning. Margin note: Original 
delivered said party thereto 30 March 1753. [Abstracted from manuscript 
entitled ‘Summary of Information Collected on Willoughby Pugh, No.1, 
1711-1790,’ by Thomas Edward Marshall, III, formerly of Bedford, VA, after 
1995-1859 South Creek Drive, Austell, GA 30106] Ruth and Sam Sparacio, 
Deed Abstracts of Essex County, Virginia, 1749-1751 (McLean, Virginia: by 
the authors, 1993), pages 22 – 26, 28, 128, FHL Book 975.534 R28s, v. 8.

1751 Jul 12 Caroline County, Virginia. Action of debt. William Dunlop & Company 
against Micajah and Ephrim Simmons. The defendants confessed judgment 
for L13.15.1 current money. John Frederick Dorman, Caroline County, 
Virginia, Order Book 1746-1754, Part Two, 1748-1750 (Washington, D.C.:  
John Frederick Dorman, 1968), FHL Book 975.5362 P2d, v. 6.

1751 Dec 12 Caroline County, Virginia. It’s ordered Ephrim Simmons pay John 
Carter … William Blanton [each] 275 pounds of tobacco for eleven 
days’ attendance … William Pue 225 pounds of tobacco for nine days’ 
attendance as an evidence for him against Simon Miller Junr. [John 
Frederick Dorman, comp., Caroline County, Virginia Order Book 1746-1754, 
Part Three 1750-1752 (Washington, DC: John F. Dorman, 1970), copied 
from report by Jeanne Douglass Mead dated 9 December 2000 to V. Watson 
Pugh, M.D.]

1752 Mar 12 Caroline County, Virginia. The last will and testament of Richard Sanders 
was presented in Court by Samuel and James Brown, executors therein 
named, and proved by William Blanton, Landman Short, witnesses thereto. 
Executors with Ephrim Simmons acknowledged a bond. Ordered that John 
Griffin, William Blanton, William Pemberton and John Sanders appraise 
the estate of Richard Sanders. John Frederick Dorman, Caroline County, 
Virginia, Order Book 1746-1754, Part Three, 1750-1752 (Washington, D.C.:  
John Frederick Dorman, 1970), FHL Book 975.5362 P2d, v. 7.

1752 Mar 13 Orange County, Virginia. Court Order book. Simon Miller against Ephrim 
Simmons. Trespass on the case. Jury, George Keeling & c, find for the 
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formerly of Bedford, VA, after 1995-1859 South Creek Drive, Austell, GA 
30106] 

1760 Sep 5 Chesterfield County, Virginia. Deed. Page 99. Thomas Lacy, Sr. of 
Chesterfield Co., to Williby Pue of Cumberland County, for L32, 126 acs in 
Dale Parish; being part of 17,653 acs granted patent to John Tillet, and by 
him sold to John Page, and by said Page, dec’d, to Elizabeth Page, his sister, 
and by her will given to Mary Diggs, wife of Dudley Diggs, and by them 
sold to Henry Cary, and by him to John Price, who sold it to Thomas Lacy, 
bounded by Trabue, Buckingham Road, William Lacy and Mishux branch. 
Wit: Edward Hill, Andrew Simpson, Edward (E) Wooldridge. Signed: 
Thomas Lacy. [Benjamin B. Weisiger, Chesterfield County, Virginia Deeds 
1756-1764 (n.p., n.p., n.d.), copied from report by Jeanne Douglass Mead 
dated 23 February 2000 to V. Watson Pugh, M.D.]

1761 Feb 21 Chesterfield County, Virginia. James Pugh born 21 February 1761 in 
Chesterfield Co VA. W5588. Lived Charlotte Co VA at enl after Rev lived 
in Charlotte, Lunenburg & Price Edward Cos. In VA, he appl 16 Jul 1833 in 
Prince Edward Co VA & sol d there 25 June 1836, sol had m Ann ‘Nancy’ 
George on 26 Mar 1784 in Lunenburg Co VA, wid applied 9 Oct 1838 in 
Prince Edward Co VA aged 76 however in June 1843 she gave her age as 77 
& was then in Charlotte Co VA, children were referred to but not named. 
Virgil D. White, Genealogical Abstracts of Revolutionary War Pension 
Files, Volume III: N-Z (Waynesboro, Tennessee:  The National Historical 
Publishing Company, 1992), FHL Book 973 M28g v. 3.

1761   Amelia County, Virginia. Tithables. Thomas Reams. Amelia County 
Virginia Clerk of the Circuit Court, Lists of Tithables [and polls], 1736-
1782 (Richmond:  Virginia State Library, 1975), FHL Microfilm 1902616.

1762   Chesterfield County, Virginia. Tithable list.  
- Willoughby Pugh 1 tithable  
- Thomas Pugh 1 tithable 
[Abstracted from manuscript entitled ‘Summary of Information Collected 
on Willoughby Pugh, No.1, 1711-1790,’ by Thomas Edward Marshall, III, 

1758 Aug 19 Louisa County, Virginia. Ephraim Simmons, 70 acres Louisa County 
on both sides of Beaverdam Sw. near the Great Mountains adjacent John 
Murrell. 10 shill. Dennis Ray Hudgins, ed., Cavaliers and Pioneers: Abstracts 
of Virginia Land Patents and Grants, Volume Six: 1749-1761 (Richmond, 
Virginia:  Virginia Genealogical Society, 1998), FHL Book 975.5 R2n v. 6.

1758 Aug 23 Orange County, Virginia. Will Book 2: 296-297. Bent. Beasley. Account of 
sales. 1758. “Purchasers were Mathew Davis, Jeremiah Smith, Benjamin 
Catlett, William Cox, Thos. Rarson [?], John Goodall, John Harris, Thos. 
Dooley, John White, Mathew Creed, John Roberts, Moses Harris, William 
Jackson, John Davis, John Page, Thos. Jackson, Honourrias Powell, Wm. 
Kindal, John Stodghil, Jacob Gunn, Ephraim Simands, Wm. Davis, William 
Monroe, Wm. Dorton, Darby Haney, Wiloughby Pugh, John Ogg, Thos. 
Walker (on account of old Hobbs), William Bell …” [John Frederick 
Dorman, Orange County Virginia Will Book 2 1744-1778 (Washington, DC:  
John F. Dorman, 1961), copied from report by Jeanne Douglass Mead dated 
7 August 2000 to V. Watson Pugh, M.D.]

1758 Nov 18 Amelia County, Virginia. John Pugh NC & VA lines S7334. Sol born 18 
Nov 1762 or 1763 in Amelia Co VA & was son of John, Sr. he lived with 
father in Amherst Co VA during early part of Rev & later went to Burke Co 
NC where cousin (not named) lived also enl there afterwards returned to 
Amherst Co VA & after 2 yrs returned to NC for 1 yr then moved to SC for 
2 yrs then returned to Amherst Co VA until 1800 then moved to Monroe 
Co VA for 1 yr then moved to Nelson Co VA where he appl 22 Oct 1832 
in 1832 sol’s sis Polly Chewning was of Nelson Co VA. Virgil D. White, 
Genealogical Abstracts of Revolutionary War Pension Files, Volume III: N-Z 
(Waynesboro, Tennessee:  The National Historical Publishing Company, 
1992), FHL Book 973 M28g v. 3.

1759   Cumberland County, Virginia. 1759 tithable list shows Willoughby Pugh – 
1 
[Abstracted from manuscript entitled ‘Summary of Information Collected 
on Willoughby Pugh, No.1, 1711-1790,’ by Thomas Edward Marshall, III, 
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B. Weisiger, Chesterfield County, Virginia Deeds 1764-1768 (n.p., Rocky 
Ridge Press, 1990), copied from report by Jeanne Douglass Mead dated 23 
February 2000 to V. Watson Pugh, M.D.]

1763 Feb 24 Orange County, Virginia. Order book. Ordered that Ephraim Simmons, 
Thomas Harvey, George Bruce and Edward Williams or any three of them 
being first sworn do appraise in current money the slaves and personal 
estate of Chesley Hacket, deceased, and make return of the appraisement to 
next Court. Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Orange County, Virginia Orders (1748-
1749)… (McLean, Virginia:  The Antient Press, 2000), FHL Book 975.5372 
P2sp v. 9-10.

1763 Apr 28 Orange County, Virginia. Order book. An indenture of feofment with 
Memorandum of Livery of Seisen endorsed thereon between James Booker 
and Ann his wife of the one part and Ephraim Simmons of the other part 
was proved by the Oaths of William Cox and John Bell, two of the witnesses 
thereto. An indenture of feofment between Ephraim Simands and Mary 
his wife of the one part and James Beasley of the other part with Livery 
of seisen endorsed thereon was proved by William Smith, William Bell, 
John Bell and John Goodall, witnesses thereto and the said Mary being 
first privately examined acknowledged the same which is ordered to be 
recorded. Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Orange County, Virginia Orders (1748-
1749)… (McLean, Virginia:  The Antient Press, 2000), FHL Book 975.5372 
P2sp v. 9-10.

1763 Apr 28 Orange County, Virginia. Deed. Indenture 26 Apr 1763 between Ephraim 
Simmons and Mary, his wife of Orange County and James Beasley of same 
for L26 grants 68 acres bounded John Ogg. Signed Ephraim Simmons, 
Mary Simmons. Witnesses: William Bell, William Smith, John Bell, John 
Goodall. Recorded Orange County 28th April 1763. On margin. Exd. & 
deld to Bezley the 20 May 1765. Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Deed Abstracts of 
Orange County, Virginia (1759-1778)… (Washington, D.C.:  Ruth L. and 
Sam Sparacio, 1986), FHL Book 975.5372 R2s v. 2.

1763 Aug 18 Chesterfield County, Virginia. Deed Book 5:213. Jacob Trabue, Sr. to 

formerly of Bedford, VA, after 1995-1859 South Creek Drive, Austell, GA 
30106]

1762   Amelia County, Virginia Tax Lists. 
Richard Booker’s list, Raleigh Parish (between Flatt and Nibbs Creeks?) 
- John Pue 
- Fredrick Reems 
- Thos. Reems 
Amelia County Virginia Clerk of the Circuit Court, Lists of Tithables [and 
polls], 1736-1782 (Richmond:  Virginia State Library, 1975), FHL Microfilm 
1902616.

1762 Jul 2 Chesterfield County, Virginia. Deed Book 5:226. Jacob Trabue and wife 
Mary of King William Parish, Chesterfield County, to Robert Moseley 
of same – 228 acs land Adj: Willoughby Pew, Francis Walker, Samuel 
Landrum and said Moseley. Wit.: Willoughby Pugh, Samuel Landrum, 
Thomas Smith and Magdalane Smith. [Abstracted from manuscript entitled 
‘Summary of Information Collected on Willoughby Pugh, No.1, 1711-1790,’ 
by Thomas Edward Marshall, III, formerly of Bedford, VA, after 1995-1859 
South Creek Drive, Austell, GA 30106]

1763   Amelia County, Virginia Tax Lists. 
David Greenhill’s List, Rawleigh Parish (below Deep Creek) 
- Jno. Pue 
- Frederick Reams 
- Thomas Reams 
[Amelia County, Virginia Tax Lists 1736-1764 An Everyname Index (Miami 
Beach, FL:  T.L.C. Genealogy, 1993), copied from report by Jeanne Douglass 
Mead dated 23 February 2000 to V. Watson Pugh, M.D.]

1763 Feb 12 Chesterfield County, Virginia. Deed. Page 505. Willoughby Pugh of 
Chesterfield Co. to Young Landrum, for L64, 127 acres in Dale Parish, 
purchased by him of Thomas Lacy, bounded by Michaux branch, Robert 
Mintry’s line and Buckingham Road. Wit: Nath’l Lacy, Wm. Lacy, James 
(P) Pitts. Signed: Willoughby Pugh. Recorded August 1763. [Benjamin 



Pugh Family Lineage ProGenealogists – Official Ancestry.com research firm• 150 • • 151 •

the father made good the title. Nathaniel lacy also lived on his allotted land. 
[Abstracted from manuscript entitled ‘Summary of Information Collected 
on Willoughby Pugh, No.1, 1711-1790,’ by Thomas Edward Marshall, III, 
formerly of Bedford, VA, after 1995-1859 South Creek Drive, Austell, GA 
30106]

1764   Amelia County, Virginia Tax Lists. 
- John Pue  
- Thos. Reams 
- Fredrick Reams 
[Amelia County, Virginia Tax Lists 1736-1764 An Everyname Index (Miami 
Beach, FL:  T.L.C. Genealogy, 1993), copied from report by Jeanne Douglass 
Mead dated 23 February 2000 to V. Watson Pugh, M.D.]

1764 Mar 22 Orange County, Virginia. Deeds. Deed of gift: To all, I Ephraim Simonds 
of Orange County for diverse reasons … moving … give Elizabeth Harvey 
100 acres during her life and after her decease to be divided between her 
two daughters, Sarah Harvey and Mary Harvey land bounded James 
Beasley. Revd. Alexander White. Signed Ephraim Semonds. Witnesses: 
William Bell, John Bell, John Golding. Recorded Orange County 22nd March 
1764. Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Deed Abstracts of Orange County, Virginia 
(1759-1778)… (Washington, D.C.:  Ruth L. and Sam Sparacio, 1986), FHL 
Book 975.5372 R2s v. 2.

1764 Jun 13 Chesterfield County, Virginia. Deed. Page 104. John Landrum and Elizabeth 
his wife of Chesterfield Co., to Thomas Smith of Cumberland County, for 
L72, land part in Chesterfield and part in Cumberland, 152 acs bounded by 
James Harris, Samuel Landrum, Young Short and said Smith. Wit: Abram 
Sallee, Robert Moseley, George Sowell, Edward (E) Wooldridge. Signed: 
John Landrum, Elizabeth Landrum. Recorded 6 Jul 1764. [Benjamin B. 
Weisiger, Chesterfield County, Virginia Deeds 1756-1764 (n.p., n.p., n.d.), 
copied from report by Jeanne Douglass Mead dated 23 February 2000 to V. 
Watson Pugh, M.D.]

1765 Mar 28 Orange County, Virginia. Deed. Indenture 28 Mar 1765 between John 

John Trabue, Jr. – 270 acs land on Pocoshock Creek, same land bought 
from Henry Cary. Adj.: Pocoshock Creek, John Branch and Col. Bird. 
Wit: William Shortt, George Sowell and Will Pugh. [Abstracted from 
manuscript entitled ‘Summary of Information Collected on Willoughby 
Pugh, No.1, 1711-1790,’ by Thomas Edward Marshall, III, formerly of 
Bedford, VA, after 1995-1859 South Creek Drive, Austell, GA 30106]

1763/65  Richmond County, Virginia. Dr. Margret Peugh alias Whaley an Orphan 
of Henry Peugh, decd. cr. To paid b. Branham a clerk’s note; paid Richard 
Shackleford for a copy of Mary Collier’s will; by Richard Shackleford as 
administrator of Henry Peugh’s estate when recd. E. ex. P. Sarah Peugh. 
Note that the 4 pounds was left in cash by Mary Collier to the sd. Margrett 
Peugh who desired that her Father Henry Peugh would let the same out in 
Pewter to be delivered to her at Marriage or the age of 21 years her father 
dying before the day of marriage, the pewter was appraised in his estate and 
by virtue of Mary Colliers will the same is claimed out of her father’s estate 
as a legacy left in his hand by the said Collier.  Ruth and Sam Sparacio, 
Account Book Abstracts of Richmond County, Virginia, 1751-1783 (McLean, 
Virginia: by the authors, 1989), pages 58, 89, 90, 125, 126, 128, 131, FHL 
Book 975.523 P2s, 1751-1783.

1763 Aug  Chesterfield County, Virginia. Court Order Book, Page 44. Willoughby 
Pugh to Young Short. [Abstracted from manuscript entitled ‘Summary of 
Information Collected on Willoughby Pugh, No.1, 1711-1790,’ by Thomas 
Edward Marshall, III, formerly of Bedford, VA, after 1995-1859 South Creek 
Drive, Austell, GA 30106]

1764   Chesterfield County, Virginia. Chancery Papers. Suit – Robert Moseley vs. 
Thomas and Nathaniel Lacy. In 1760 Robert Moseley bought land from 
Nathaniel Lacy with Provisions that if he died the purchase was void.  Now 
Nathaniel and Thomas Lacy refuse to make good the title.  Back Ground 
Information – Thomas Lacy of Bedford County owned land he bought 
from John Price of Chesterfield County. He allotted to sons Thomas, 
Nathaniel, Ellit Sr. Elbanoh 100 a. each. Thomas Lacy the son sold his part 
to Willoughby Pugh.  Elbanah sold his part to the orator.  Thomas Lacy 
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Barbara Vines Little, Orange County, Virginia Tithables 1734-1782, Part 1 
(Orange, VA: Barbara V. Little, 1988), FHL 975.5372 R4l, Pt. 1.

1770 Aug 14 Albemarle County, Virginia. Court. Receipt to Peter Gillum (received by 
hand of Willoughby Pue) signed Charles Woods Aug. 14, 1766. Benjamin 
B. Weisinger III, Albemarle County, Virginia Court Papers, 1744-1783 (n.p.:  
Benjamin B. Weisinger III, 1987), FHL Book 975.5482 R2w.

1766 Nov 3 Charlotte County, Virginia. Deed Book 1:187. Willoughby Pugh of 
Charlotte County from David Caldwell of Charlotte County – 200 a. land 
in Charlotte County on Cub Creek [near present Town of Phenix, VA] Adj: 
Cub Creek, Matthew Watson, James Murphy and Andrew Martin. Wit: 
none. [Note: This land is not far form land owned by son-in-law Arthur 
Slayden.] [Abstracted from manuscript entitled ‘Summary of Information 
Collected on Willoughby Pugh, No.1, 1711-1790,’ by Thomas Edward 
Marshall, III, formerly of Bedford, VA, after 1995-1859 South Creek Drive, 
Austell, GA 30106]

1767   Orange County, Virginia. Tax list. Jeremiah Bryan list of tithables. David 
Vaughter (Vawter), 2 tithables; John Rucker, 2 tithables. 
- Ephrom Simons, 2 tithables 
- William Cox, 2 tithables 
- John Pew, 1 tithable 
- Benjamine Hunsman, 1 tithable 
- John Ogg, 7 tithables. 
Barbara Vines Little, Orange County, Virginia Tithables 1734-1782, Part 1 
(Orange, VA: Barbara V. Little, 1988), FHL 975.5372 R4l, Pt. 1.

1767 Jul 10 Virginia Land Grant. Willoughby Pugh, 99 ac Albemarle Co. on Mountains 
at heads of Brs. of Hickory Cr. & Hardware Riv., along a ridge adj. William 
Austin; 10 July 1767, p. 1053. 10 shillings. [Dennis Ray Hudgins, ed., 
Cavaliers and Pioneers Abstracts of Virginia Land Patents and Grants, Vol. 
7 1762-1776 (Virginia:  Virginia Genealogical Society, n.d.), copied from 
report by Jeanne Douglass Mead dated 11 December 1999 to V. Watson 
Pugh, M.D.]

Ogg and Mary, his wife, and Andrew Shepherd & Compy, merchants 
… for L11.18.8 … sell 700 acres, John Ogg at this time lives, purchased 
from Mr. Samuel Garlick joining Mr. William Smith, Capt. William Bell, 
Samuel Estis, and Ephraim Sim[mon]s tracts … likewise 283 acres lying in 
Albemarle County purchased by John Ogg from Mary Davis and William 
Morris joining the lands of Robert Thomson and Martin Halhed and at this 
time possessed by Thomas and John Sniffels and Thomas Snow, and also 
one Negro named Tom, one named Reuben … 60 head of cattle of different 
marks … Signed John (x) Ogg. Witnesses: William Strachan, John Marshall, 
Robt. McClune, Recorded Orange County 28th March 1765. On margin “exd 
& Deld to Augt. 1769.” Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Deed Abstracts of Orange 
County, Virginia (1759-1778)… (Washington, D.C.:  Ruth L. and Sam 
Sparacio, 1986), FHL Book 975.5372 R2s v. 2.

1766 Jan 9 Caroline County, Virginia. Court Order book. Ordered that William 
Pew serve as overseer of the road in the room of Patrick Cochran. John 
Frederick Dorman, Caroline County, Virginia, Order Book 1765-1767, Part 
One, 1765…Part Two, 1765-1766  (Washington, D.C.:  John Frederick 
Dorman, 1990), FHL Book 975.5362 P2d v. 17-18.

1766 Jun 2 Richmond County, Virginia. Will Book 6:396. Henry Pugh born 2 March 
1710 Will written 5 August 1765, probate 2 June 1766. Wife Sarah Billins 
1709- 1786. Known Issue 1- David killed Rev. War 1778 Loud. County, 
2- Hannah c. 1734, 3- Katherine c. 1736, 4- Samuel c. 1738-1779 Loud. 
County, 5- Henry, Jr. 1740, 6- Lydia c.1742, 7- Lewis, No 3 c.1744, 8- 
Thomas c.1776 to Loud. County, 9- Margaret c. 1748, 10- Spencer c. 1753-
1816 Loud. County Va. [Abstracted from manuscript entitled ‘Summary of 
Information Collected on Willoughby Pugh, No.1, 1711-1790,’ by Thomas 
Edward Marshall, III, formerly of Bedford, VA, after 1995-1859 South Creek 
Drive, Austell, GA 30106]

1766 Aug 1 Orange County, Virginia. Tax List.  
- John Pew, 1 tithable;  
- Ephraim Semands, 2 tithables.  
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Maniken Town. 1769, Jan: 22 p. 11. W. Mac. Jones, The Douglas Register… 
(Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Co., Inc., 1977), FHL Book 975.5455 
V2d.

1769   Orange County, Virginia. Tax list. Jeremiah Bryan list of sucker hunting 
tithables.  
- Henry Harvey, 1 tithable 
- John Phew, 1 tithable 
- Ephraim Simons, 2 tithables 
- John Page, 6 tithables 
Barbara Vines Little, Orange County, Virginia Tithables 1734-1782, Part 1 
(Orange, VA: Barbara V. Little, 1988), FHL 975.5372 R4l, Pt. 1.

1769 Mar 3 Albemarle County, Virginia. Deed.  Foster Webb of New Kent County and 
John Webb & Judith his wife of Hanover County to William Bell of Orange 
County. For 50 pounds paid by William Bell, land containing 400 acres in 
Albemarle County on both sides of Lynch’s River joining lands of said Bell, 
Ephraim Semonds and the Orange County line. Signed Foster Webb, John 
Webb. Witnesse P. Henry, Jr., Isaac Davis, Davi (x) Spradling. Ruth and 
Sam Sparacio, Deed Abstracts of Albemarle County, Virginia, 1768- 1770… 
(McLean, Virginia:  The Antient Press, 1990), FHL Book 975.5482 R2s v. 5, 
pt. 1.

1769 Sep 15 Caroline County, Virginia. John Catlett is appointed Overseer of the Road 
in the room of Wm. Pugh. John Frederick Dorman, Caroline County, 
Virginia, Order Book 1767-1770, Part Two, 1768-1770  (Falmouth, Virginia:  
John Frederick Dorman, 1992), FHL Book 975.5362 P2d, v. 20-21.

1769 Oct 23 Granville County, South Carolina. Deed. William Sealy, Jr., planter to 
Willoughby Pugh, planter, both of St. Luke’s Parish, Granville Co. 
For 500 pounds, 406 acres in said Parish, part of estate of Joseph Sealy; 
conveyed by Fancis Pelot, only surviving executor of will of Joseph Sealy to 
William Sealy; bounding Ewe Haw Creek, branch of Port Royal River. Wit: 
James Hogg, James Chaney, John Whippy. Clara A. Langley, South Carolina 

1767 Jul 10 Virginia Land Grant. Willoughby Pugh, 60 acs. Albemarle Co. in the 
Cove of a Mountain called the Bare Hallow; 10 Jul 1767, p. 1055a. 10 shill. 
[Dennis Ray Hudgins, ed., Cavaliers and Pioneers Abstracts of Virginia Land 
Patents and Grants, Vol. 7 1762-1776 (Virginia:  Virginia Genealogical 
Society, n.d.), copied from report by Jeanne Douglass Mead dated 11 
December 1999 to V. Watson Pugh, M.D.] 

1767 Oct 17 Granville County, South Carolina. John Sealy, Sr., St. Luke’s Parish, 
Granville County, planter. Wife: Susanna; Son: Joseph; nephews: Thomas 
and John Harrison. Mentions land formerly belonging to Joseph Sealy, decd. 
called Odinsel’s Point. Execs: wife; brother, John Sealy, Jr. Wit: Willoughby 
Pugh, Richard Guinn, Samuel Watson. Caroline T. Moore, Abstracts of the 
Wills of the State of South Carolina, 1760-1784 (Columbia, South Carolina:  
Caroline T. Moore, 1969), FHL Book 975.7 P2m v. 3.

1768   Orange County, Virginia. Tax list. Jeremiah Bryan list of sucker hunting 
tithables. David Vautor (Vawter), 3 tithables; Captain William Bell, 8 
tithables.  
- William Cox, 2 tithables 
- John Ogg, 8 tithables. 
- John Pew, 1 tithable 
- Ephrom Simons, 2 tithables 
- Benjamine Hunsman, 1 tithable 
Barbara Vines Little, Orange County, Virginia Tithables 1734-1782, Part 1 
(Orange, VA: Barbara V. Little, 1988), FHL 975.5372 R4l, Pt. 1.

1768 Apr 11 Louisa County, Virginia. Ephraim Simmonds, defendant by scire facias. 
Sheriff having made return that defendant is no inhabitant of this county on 
motion of the plaintiff by his attorney, it is ordered that an alias scire facias 
issue against the sadi defendant returnable to the next Court. Ruth and Sam 
Sparacio, Louisa County, Virginia Orders, 1767-1768)… (McLean, Virginia:  
The Antient Press, 2000), FHL Book 975.5465 P2s v. 5-6.

1769 Jan 22 Goochland County, Virginia. Thomas Pugh & Nancie Tiller, both of 
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Willoughby Pugh. Clara A. Langley, South Carolina Deed Abstracts, 1719-
1772, Vol. IV: 1767-1773, Books I-3-E-4 (Easley, South Carolina:  Southern 
Historical Press, 1984), FHL Book 975.7 R2l v. 4.

1770 May 11 Granville County, South Carolina. Deed. Charles Bealer (Belia) & Mary his 
wife & John Cheney and Martha his wife to Hezekiah Rose all planters of 
St. Luke’s Parish, Granville County. For 800 pounds, 400 acres the neck part 
of 1000 acres granted Charles Odingsell known as Burrows Neck on Euhaw 
Creek adjoining Thomas Searson (formerly John Grimball); also adjoining 
Willoughby Pugh, bounded by Broad River. Witnesses: Jacob Van Bibber, 
Thomas Dawson, Rachel Brackley. Clara A. Langley, South Carolina Deed 
Abstracts, 1719-1772, Vol. IV: 1767-1773, Books I-3-E-4 (Easley, South 
Carolina:  Southern Historical Press, 1984), FHL Book 975.7 R2l v. 4.

1770 May 15 Granville County, South Carolina. Deed. Willoughby Pugh, planter, of 
St. Luke’s Parish, Granville County & Martha, his wife, to Samuel Green, 
planter of St. Helena Parish, for 612 pounds currency, 406 acres in St. 
Luke’s Parish on the Ewe Haw Creek, branch of Port Royal River, part of 
estate of Joseph Sealy, conveyed by Francis Pelot; who conveyed to William 
Sealy; who conveyed to Willoughby Pugh. Wit: Jacob Van Bibber, Thomas 
Searson, John Dawson. Clara A. Langley, South Carolina Deed Abstracts, 
1719-1772, Vol. IV: 1767-1773, Books I-3-E-4 (Easley, South Carolina:  
Southern Historical Press, 1984), FHL Book 975.7 R2l v. 4.

1770 Jul 7 Granville County, South Carolina. Deed. James Mackie and Susannah 
his wife to Jacob van Bibber, planter, both of St. Luke’s Parish, Granville, 
County for 900 pounds currency 250 acres in said Parish E part of estate 
of John Sealey, Sr. bounded by Col. Daniel Heyward, Richard Saltus, John 
Heyward. Witnesses: William Hair, Willoughby Pugh, James McGowen. 
Clara A. Langley, South Carolina Deed Abstracts, 1719-1772, Vol. IV: 1767-
1773, Books I-3-E-4 (Easley, South Carolina:  Southern Historical Press, 
1984), FHL Book 975.7 R2l v. 4.

1770 Sep 5 Albemarle County, Virginia. Deed. John Goodall & Eleanor, his wife; 
Tristan Snow and Elizabeth his wife; Frances Johnson and Mary Johnson 

Deed Abstracts, 1719-1772, Vol. IV: 1767-1773, Books I-3-E-4 (Easley, South 
Carolina:  Southern Historical Press, 1984), FHL Book 975.7 R2l v. 4.

1769 Nov 21 Orange County, Virginia. 15:166-167. Indenture between Ephraim 
Semands of Orange County and William Pugh of Caroline County. For 
L15 grants 100 acres land on north side of Camm’s Mountain bounded 
Harvey’s; James Beasley; Ogg’s line. Signed Ephraim Semands. Wit: Wm. 
Bell, Edward Williams, John Bell. Recorded Orange County 25 Nov 1769. 
[Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Deed Abstracts of Orange County, Virginia 1759-
1778 (n.p., Ruth and Sam Sparacio, 1986) copied from report by Jeanne 
Douglass Mead dated 9 December 2000 to V. Watson Pugh, M.D.]

1770   Charlotte County, Virginia. Samuel Pugh’s first marriage c. 1770 Charlotte 
County to Sarah Sublett daughter of Abraham. Samuel Pugh second 
marriage 6 December 1785 Charlotte County to Elizabeth Thomas daughter 
of Philip Thomas of Cumberland County Virginia -Issue known first 
marriage 1-Mary (Polly), 2-Elizabeth c. 1774, 3-Abraham c. 1780-1816/18, 
second marriage, 4-Nancy c. 1786, 5- John B. c. 1788 Served War 1812 
lv. Halifax County Va., 6-James c. 1790 lv. Halifax County, Henderson 
County, Owens County, In., Mo. and Tx., 7-Joseph c. 1792 lv. Halifax 
County, moved, 8- Judith 1794 lv. Moved. Note: Mrs. Dick Garner nee Iris 
Norma Ash descend from #7 James. [Abstracted from manuscript entitled 
‘Summary of Information Collected on Willoughby Pugh, No.1, 1711-1790,’ 
by Thomas Edward Marshall, III, formerly of Bedford, VA, after 1995-1859 
South Creek Drive, Austell, GA 30106]

1770   Albemarle County, Virginia. Court. Received of Peter Gillum for rolling tob. 
Signed Willibe Pue. Benjamin B. Weisinger III, Albemarle County, Virginia 
Court Papers, 1744-1783 (n.p.:  Benjamin B. Weisinger III, 1987), FHL Book 
975.5482 R2w.

1770 Jan 16 Granville County, South Carolina. Dr. James Mackie, physician, & Susannah 
his wife to John Heyward both of Granville County for 1000 pounds 
currency 250 acres in Granville County bounding John Heyward, Corenlius 
Dupont, Joseph Sealey, Jr., Col. Daniel Heyward. Witnesses: William Hair, 
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1772. Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Deed Abstracts of Orange County, Virginia 
(1759-1778)… (Washington, D.C.:  Ruth L. and Sam Sparacio, 1986), FHL 
Book 975.5372 R2s v. 2.

1772 Oct 5 Amherst County, Virginia. C:415. George Douglass of Albemarle County 
to Willoughby Pugh of Amherst County. For £100, land in Amherst 
County on both sides of Hickory Creek of Rockfish being part of a survey 
for Capt. Charles Lewis by Joshua Fay/Fry on 24 Oct 1748 containing 200 
acres more or less. Signed George Douglas. Acknowledged Amherst County 
6 Oct 1772 by George Douglass. [Abstracted from copy of original Amherst 
County, Virginia Deed, C:415, copied from report by Jeanne Douglass 
Mead dated 11 May 2000 to V. Watson Pugh, M.D.]

1772 Oct 5 Amherst County, Virginia. C:418-419. James Douglas of Albemarle County 
to John Pugh of Orange County. For £13 15 shillings, land being part 
of a survey made by James Douglass containing 29 acres adjoining lands 
of George Douglass, Sr. and lands of Edward Mouzley lying in Amherst 
County. Bounded by lands of James Douglass, John Pugh. Signed James 
Douglass. [Abstracted from copy of original Amherst County, Virginia 
Deed, C:418, copied from report by Jeanne Douglass Mead dated 11 May 
2000 to V. Watson Pugh, M.D.]

1772  Oct 5 Amherst County, Virginia. C:420. Edward Mousley of Amherst Parish, 
Amherst County to John Pugh of Orange County. For £13, 15 shillings, 
Mousley sold to Pugh land in Amherst county on the head branches of 
Hickory Creek containing 92 acres, part of a tract patented to Edward 
Mousley on 12 May 1770. Land bounded by George Douglass. Signed 
Edward Mousley. Wit: Chas Yancy, John Henderson, Joel Crawford, James 
Henderson, Joseph Roberts, Elijah Moran. Acknowledged on 5 Oct 1772 
by Edward Mouzeley.  [Abstracted from copy of original Amherst County, 
Virginia Deed, C:420, copied from report by Jeanne Douglass Mead dated 
11 May 2000 to V. Watson Pugh, M.D.]

1772 Oct 30 Granville County, South Carolina. Jacob Moore, planter of Georgia to 
Willoughby Pugh, planter of Granville County SC. For 100 pounds SC 

co-heirs of John Johnson, decd. of Orange County, St. Thomas Parish to 
Ephraim Simonds of the same place. For 40 pounds money Virginia 400 
acres in Albemarle County on branches of Beaverdam Swamp. Signed John 
Goodall, Elioner Goodall, Tristan Snow, Elizabeth Snow, Frances Johnson, 
Mary Johnson. Witness: W. Bell, Elizabeth Bell, Ann Rhodes. Ruth and 
Sam Sparacio, Deed Abstracts of Albemarle County, Virginia, 1768- 1770… 
(McLean, Virginia:  The Antient Press, 1990), FHL Book 975.5482 R2s v. 5, 
pt. 1.

1772 Jul 9 Albemarle County, Virginia. Book 5, pp.474-476. Willoughby Pugh and 
Sarah his wife of Albemarle County to Webb Kidd of same place. For 40 
pounds, sold to Webb Kidd land in Albemarle County on the head branches 
of Hickory Creek containing 99 acres and bounded at a red Oak in William 
Austin’s line and running along a ridge S 12 deg. E 61 poles to a Chesnut 
Oak, thence S 25 degrees E 124 poles to a Chesnut then S86 degrees E 56 
poles to pointers then N 29 degrees East 84 poles to a Poplar, thence N 
32 degrees W 60 poles to a Chesnut, then N 20 deg. W 52 poles to the 1st 
Station. Signed Willoughby Pugh, Sarah (x) Pugh. 

1772 Aug 17 Granville County, South Carolina. Deed. John Adam Fryermouth, 
cordwainer, of Georgia to Willoughby Pugh, planter, of Granville County. 
For 40 pounds currency 250 acres in St. Peter’s Parish, Granville, County, 
bounding S on James Long, George Mingledurf, & vacant land; W on John 
Martin Lasman; E on John Martin Lasman, David Geroud, & James Long; 
N on John Martin Lasman tract granted 15 May 1772. Wit: Lodowick 
Tanner, William Catteron. Clara A. Langley, South Carolina Deed Abstracts, 
1719-1772, Vol. IV: 1767-1773, Books I-3-E-4 (Easley, South Carolina:  
Southern Historical Press, 1984), FHL Book 975.7 R2l v. 4.

1772 Aug 27 Orange County, Virginia. To all Christian … I James Beasley … for diverse 
causes … hereunto moving especially for love I bear my daughter, Ann 
Jones, wife of Russell Jones … of Albemarle County give 75 acres in Orange 
County near the foot of Camm’s Mountain on South Fork of Buffalo River 
bounded … John McMullen; Henry Harvey; Ballard; Ephraim Semands. 
Signed James Beasley. Deed of gift recorded Orange County 27th August 
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1777 Jan 31 Orange County, Virginia. 16: 482-483. Indenture 31 Jan 1777 between 
Ephraim Semands and Mary, his wife, of Orange County and Ephraim 
Semands, Jr. of Albemarle  County. For L80 sell 260 acres at the north end 
of Cam’s Mountain bounded County line; Long branch; William Pugh; 
John Ogg. Signed Ephraim Semands, Mary Semands. Recorded Orange 
County 25 September 1777. Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Deed Abstracts of 
Orange County, Virginia (1759-1778)… (Washington, D.C.:  Ruth L. and 
Sam Sparacio, 1986), FHL Book 975.5372 R2s v. 2.

1777 Feb 1 Charlotte County, Virginia. Deed Book ?:621 William Watson [s/o and 
heir of Matthew Watson, deceased] and wife Sarah, for his brotherly love, 
give Matthew Watson, Jr. 620 acs land on both sides of Cub Creek, where 
Matthew Watson, Sr., deceased lastly lived. Adj: Willoughby Pugh, the low 
grounds, Ayres, near Whites fence, the Mill Pond, Rawlins, near the head 
of Campbells Spring Branch, near Majors Branch, near the ridge Path and 
near the fence. Wit: Philip Brewer, Peter Rawlins, and Cuthbert Williamson. 
[Abstracted from manuscript entitled ‘Summary of Information Collected 
on Willoughby Pugh, No.1, 1711-1790,’ by Thomas Edward Marshall, III, 
formerly of Bedford, VA, after 1995-1859 South Creek Drive, Austell, GA 
30106] 

1778 Mar 26 Orange County, Virginia. 16:515-516. Indenture 26 Mar 1778 between 
William Pugh and Mary, his wife, of Caroline County and Alexander Ogg 
of Orange County. For L15 sell 100 acres bounded Henry Harvey; James 
Beasley; John Ogg. Signed William Pugh, Mary Pugh. Recorded Orange 
County 26 Mar 1778. [Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Deed Abstracts of Orange 
County, Virginia 1759-1778 (n.p., Ruth and Sam Sparacio, 1986) copied 
from report by Jeanne Douglass Mead dated 9 December 2000 to V. Watson 
Pugh, M.D.]

1778 May 28 Orange County, Virginia. Road orders. John Ogg appointed overseer of 
road in room of Ephraim Simmands. Ann Brush Miller, Orange County 
Road Orders, 1750-1800 (Charlottesville, Virginia:  Virginia Highway and 
Transportation Research Council, 1989), FHL Book 975.5372 P2f v. 2.

1778 Sep 2 Burke County, North Carolina. State Survey Entry 824. Survey completed 

money 200 acres in Granville County, St. Peter’s Parish granted 16 Sep 1738 
to John James Moore bounding S on Anna Jugler; W on John Stober; N 
on Henry Mosman (Gorman?); E on Hartly (Harly) & Golia. Jacob Moore 
declared that when his mother sold part of the above land he was under age, 
that the value never was received, and that his father was dead before the 
land was sols. Witnesses: Daniel Burgiston, Charles (x) Hambleton, Lucius 
Ludwig Lening. Clara A. Langley, South Carolina Deed Abstracts, 1719-
1772, Vol. IV: 1767-1773, Books I-3-E-4 (Easley, South Carolina:  Southern 
Historical Press, 1984), FHL Book 975.7 R2l v. 4.

1773 Jul 19 Granville County, South Carolina. William Wells of St. Peters Parish, 
Granville County to Willoughby Pugh of Granville County, planter. For 
500 pounds SC money, 110 acres granted to William Wells 24 Dec 1772 
adj. land of Joakim Hartston, Henry Gendrat, Thomas Page, Paul Porcher. 
Signed William Wells. Wit: William Catterton, Hannah Catterton, Elizabeth 
Hair. Proved in Granville County by oath of William Catterton 18 January 
1774. Clara A. Langley, South Carolina Deed Abstracts, 1719-1772, Vol. IV: 
1767-1773, Books I-3-E-4 (Easley, South Carolina:  Southern Historical 
Press, 1984), FHL Book 975.7 R2l v. 4.

1774 Jun 23 Orange County, Virginia. Road orders. Ephraim Semands, Sr. be appointed 
overseer of road from Albemarle County line above John Ogg’s down to 
Swift run and that he with the hands above Buffaloe river do clear and 
keep same in good repair. Ann Brush Miller, Orange County Road Orders, 
1750-1800 (Charlottesville, Virginia:  Virginia Highway and Transportation 
Research Council, 1989), FHL Book 975.5372 P2f v. 2.

1775 May 25 Orange County, Virginia. Road orders. On the petition of Ephraim 
Simands to have a view to turn the road that leads by his plantation ordered 
that Charles Smith, Nathaniel Mallory, Thomas Burrus & Alexander Ogg 
or any three they being first Sworn do view the said way & make report 
to the court. Ann Brush Miller, Orange County Road Orders, 1750-1800 
(Charlottesville, Virginia:  Virginia Highway and Transportation Research 
Council, 1989), FHL Book 975.5372 P2f v. 2.



Pugh Family Lineage ProGenealogists – Official Ancestry.com research firm• 162 • • 163 •

Deed Abstracts of Albemarle County, Virginia, 1778- 1780… (McLean, 
Virginia:  The Antient Press, 1997), FHL Book 975.5482 R2s v. 8.

1779 Oct 14 Orange County, Virginia. Deed. Indenture 14 October 1779 between Russell 
Jones and Ann, his wife, County of Albemarle and William Smith of Orange 
County … for L28 … sold 75 acres bounded lands of Alexander Ogg, Henry 
Harvey and Thomas Ballard; Ephraim Semand’s line. Witnesses: Thomas. 
Burrus, Edmund Shackleford, Alexander Ogg. Recorded Orange County 
25th November 1779. Signed Russell Jones, Nancy Jones. Ruth and Sam 
Sparacio, Deed Abstracts of Orange County, Virginia (1778-1786)… (n.p.:  
Ruth L. and Sam Sparacio, 1986), FHL Book 975.5372 R2s v. 3.

1780 Mar 8 Orange County, Virginia. Deed. Indenture 8 March 1780 between Ephraim 
Semands of Albemarle County and John White of Orange County … for 
L885 … grants 311 acres in Orange joining on Albemarle county line at 
foot of Camm’s mountain; corner of Ephraim Semands, Jr.; Henry Harvey; 
Alexander Ogg. Signed Ephraim Semands. Witnesses: John Bell, Thomas 
White, James Earley, Jeremiah White. Recorded Orange County 22nd June 
1780. Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Deed Abstracts of Orange County, Virginia 
(1778-1786)… (n.p.:  Ruth L. and Sam Sparacio, 1986), FHL Book 975.5372 
R2s v. 3.

1781 Jun  Charlotte County, Virginia. Court Order Book 5:15. On the motion by 
Willoughby Pugh and for reasons apparent to the Court his son David 
Pugh is exempted from paying Levies in the future. [Abstracted from 
manuscript entitled ‘Summary of Information Collected on Willoughby 
Pugh, No.1, 1711-1790,’ by Thomas Edward Marshall, III, formerly of 
Bedford, VA, after 1995-1859 South Creek Drive, Austell, GA 30106]

1781 Nov 8 Albemarle County, Virginia. Deeds. John Davis and Mary his wife to James 
Wright. For 4000 pounds Virginia money 50 acres land in Albemarle 
County corner of Ephraim Simmonds, along Lewis Davis’s line. John 
(x) Davis. Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Deed Abstracts of Albemarle County, 
Virginia, 1780- 1783… (McLean, Virginia:  The Antient Press, 1997), FHL 
Book 975.5482 R2s v. 9.

for David Pugh lying on the S side of the Catawba River opposite the 
mouth of Paddy’s Creek containing 100 acres. Wit: Patrick O’Neal and John 
Pugh. Entry filed 2 September 1778. [North Carolina State Land Grants 
#824, copied from report by Jeanne Douglass Mead dated 28 June 2000 to V. 
Watson Pugh, M.D.]

1778 Dec  Caroline County, Virginia. The Court proceeded to lay the County Levy to 
William Pugh for setting up one Sign Post with two Boards L0-18-0. [Ruth 
and Sam Sparacio, Virginia County Court Records Order Book Abstracts of 
Caroline County, Virginia 1778-1781 (McLean, Virginia:  The Antient Press, 
1994), copied from report by Jeanne Douglass Mead dated 9 December 
2000 to V. Watson Pugh, M.D.]

1779 May 6 Albemarle County, Virginia. Deed. John Garlick and Ann his wife of 
Caroline County; Samuel Garlick and Elizabeth his wife of King & Queen 
County to Lewis Davis of Albemarle County. For 139 pounds 2 shillings 
6 pence, 559 acres of land in Albemarle County on both sides of Buck 
Mountain Creek, corner of Ephraim Simmonds, John Davis. Signed John 
Garlick, Samuel Garlick. Witness: Robert Davis, Edward Walton, William 
Cave, John (x) Davis. Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Deed Abstracts of Albemarle 
County, Virginia, 1778- 1780… (McLean, Virginia:  The Antient Press, 
1997), FHL Book 975.5482 R2s v. 8.

1779 Jun 10 Albemarle County, Virginia. Deed. Ephraim Simmonds and Mary his wife 
of Albemarle County to William Rogers of same place. For 25 pounds 100 
acres of land in Albemarle. (Ephraim’s name does not appear to be signed 
in English, but if it is, it is very unusual) Merey (x) Simmonds. Ruth and 
Sam Sparacio, Deed Abstracts of Albemarle County, Virginia, 1778- 1780… 
(McLean, Virginia:  The Antient Press, 1997), FHL Book 975.5482 R2s v. 8.

1779 Jun 10 Albemarle County, Virginia. Deed. Ephraim Simmonds and Mary his wife 
of Albemarle County to John Dun of same place. For 70 pounds Virginia 
money sold 300 acres in Albemarle County on Branches of Beaver dam 
bounded by William Rogers, Mills’s line, Webb’s line. (Ephraim’s signature 
less readable than before) Merey (x) Simmonds. Ruth and Sam Sparacio, 
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1782   Albemarle County, Virginia. Tithables.  
Ephraim Simmonds, 1 free male > 21, 2 slaves 5 cattle, 1 horse. 
Joel Simmonds, 1 tithable, 5 cattle, 1 horse 
Lester J. Cappon, “Personal Property Tax List of Albemarle County, 1782,” 
Papers of the Albemarle County Historical Society, 5 (n.p.:  1944-1945), FHL 
Book 975.548 B2m v. 5.

1782   Orange County Virginia. Land Tax book.  
Simmons, Ephraim 170 acres 
Simmons, Ephraim Jr. 230 acres  
Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Deed Abstracts of Orange County, Virginia (1759-
1778)… (Washington, D.C.:  Ruth L. and Sam Sparacio, 1986), FHL Book 
975.5372 R2s v. 2. Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Orange County, Virginia Land 
Tax Books, 1782-1790… (McLean, Virginia:  The Antient Press, 1996), FHL 
Book 975.5372 R4s v. 1-2.

1782 Jun 13 Caroline County, Virginia. Grand jury vs. William Pugh. On presentment 
dismissed. Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Virginia County Court Records: Order 
Book Abstracts of Caroline County, Virginia, 1781-1783 (McLean, Virginia:  
Ruth and Sam Sparacio, 1994), FHL Book 975.5362 P2s v. 9.

1782 Aug 19 Amherst County, Virginia. Page 382. Ephraim Seamands of Orange 
County, Virginia to Matt Harris, Amherst County for L60, 78 acres at head 
of S branch Rockfish on Marrowbone Mt. Part of patent to Leonard Phillips 
20 Jul 1768. Wit: Leonard Phillips, Sr., Schuyler Harris, Matt. Phillips, 
Leonard Phillips, Jr., Thos. Matthews, David Phillips. [Rev. Bailey Fulton 
Davis, The Deeds of Amherst County Virginia 1761-1807 and Albemarle 
County Virginia 1748-1763 (n.p.: n.p., n.d.), copied from report by Jeanne 
Douglass Mead dated 7 August 2000 to V. Watson Pugh, M.D.]

1783   Amherst County, Virginia. Land Tax. [Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Amherst 
County, Virginia Land Tax Books, 1782-1788…1789-1791 (McLean, 
Virginia: The Antient Press, 1997), FHL Book 975.5496 R4s vol. 1-2.] 
- John Pugh   122 acs

1781 Dec 5 Amherst County, Virginia. Page 311. Willoughby Pugh & wife Sarah, 
Amherst County to Jno. Cole, Fluvanna, for £200, 200 acs patented to Capt. 
Chas. Lewis, 24 Oct 1748. Lines: Geo. Blain, Jno. Morris, Benj. Harris, Jr.(?), 
Jno. Pugh, part of Lewis patent. Wit: Abraham Strange, Archelaus Strange, 
Jno. Morris, James Foster. [Bailey Fulton Davis, The Deeds of Amherst 
County, Virginia, 1761-1807, and Albemarle County, Virginia 1748-1763 
(Easley, South Carolina: Southern Historical Press, Inc., 1979), copied from 
report by Jeanne Douglass Mead dated 11 December 1999 to V. Watson 
Pugh, M.D.]

1781 Dec 7 Albemarle County, Virginia. Deeds. James Wright to Richard Thurmond. 
For 4000 pounds Virginia money, 50 acres in Albemarle County corner of 
Ephraim Simmonds and Lewis Davis’s line. James (x) Wright. Witness: 
Thomas Langford, Phiip Thurman, Barzillai Brown, Edward Lane. Ruth and 
Sam Sparacio, Deed Abstracts of Albemarle County, Virginia, 1780- 1783… 
(McLean, Virginia:  The Antient Press, 1997), FHL Book 975.5482 R2s v. 9.

1782   Amherst County, Virginia. Land Tax. [Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Amherst 
County, Virginia Land Tax Books, 1782-1788…1789-1791 (McLean, 
Virginia: The Antient Press, 1997), FHL Book 975.5496 R4s vol. 1-2.] 
- William Morrison 134 acs 
- Joseph Morris  190 acs 
- Archelaus Strange 133 acs 
- John Morris  46 acs 
- John Pugh  122 acs 
- Ephraim Blain  229 acs 
- John Coles  200 acs

1782   Orange County, Virginia. Tax list. Johny Scott April 1782 taxable property 
list.  
- John Bell, Jonathan Simons, slaves – Manuel, Smith, Rolf, Edom, Mary, 
Sarah, Pat, Captain, Nat Gregory. 
Barbara Vines Little, Orange County, Virginia Tithables 1734-1782, Part 1 
(Orange, VA: Barbara V. Little, 1988), FHL 975.5372 R4l, Pt. 1. 
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Bryan, Samuel                                      2 white  
Tayloe, Honble John, Dec’d (Estate of)   - white  180  black

1784 Sep 15 Laurens County, South Carolina. Deed Book Q5:24. Sarah Pugh widow of 
Willoughby Pugh, from Daniel Williams - 200 acres land on branches of 
Reedy River known as Walnut Creek Wit: John Pugh [nephew of Amherst 
Co. VA] and son William Pugh. Known Issue 1- William c.1756, 2- 
Willoughby c. 1758, 3- David c. 1760, 4- Martin B. c. 1770, 5- Lewis c. 1770, 
6- Sally c. 1774, 7- Jesse c. 1776, 8- John c. 1778, 9- Milly [Abstracted from 
manuscript entitled ‘Summary of Information Collected on Willoughby 
Pugh, No.1, 1711-1790,’ by Thomas Edward Marshall, III, formerly of 
Bedford, VA, after 1995-1859 South Creek Drive, Austell, GA 30106]

1784 Sep 21 Orange County, Virginia. Deeds. Ephraim Simmons, Jr. and Frances, 
his wife, or Orange County, to George Bingham of Hanover County 
… for L1000 … 260 acres on North end of Camm’s Mountain … county 
line bounded William Hughs (Pughs?); John Ogg. Ephram Simmonds, 
Frances Simmonds. Witnesses: John Goodall, Jr., Reuben Vest, John (X) 
Williams, William Goodall. Recorded Orange County 23rd September 1784. 
Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Deed Abstracts of Orange County, Virginia (1778-
1786)… (n.p.:  Ruth L. and Sam Sparacio, 1986), FHL Book 975.5372 R2s v. 
3.

1784 Oct 25 Burke County, North Carolina. State Survey Entry 824. Survey completed 
for David Pugh lying on the S side of the Catawba river opposite the mouth 
of Paddy’s Creek, including Bent of river for complement, containing 100 
acres. Wit: Patrick O’Neal and John Pugh. Entry filed 2 September 1778 
transferred to David Pugh by bill of sale to Thomas Davis and by John 
Mathews to Thomas Davis. [North Carolina State Land Grants #824, copied 
from report by Jeanne Douglass Mead dated 28 June 2000 to V. Watson 
Pugh, M.D.]

1785   Amherst County, Virginia.  
Pugh, John              9 whites 
Morris, John             7 whites 

1783   Amherst County, Virginia.  
John Pugh   10 whites 1 black 
John Morris 9 whites - 
Sharon Barrett Kennedy <skbc79@aol.com>, Heads of Families Virginia 
1783 Amherst County, Amherst County Virginia USGenWeb Archives 
(Online:  Rootsweb, 2005), <ftp://ftp.rootsweb.com/pub/usgenweb/va/
amherst/ 
census/1783head.txt>, accessed February 2005.

1783   Lunenberg Parish, Virginia. Tax list of Lower Precinct Lunenburg Parish, 
List of Robert Tomlin 
Pugh, Sarah                                        3 white 
... 
Rust, William H                                    6 white  1 black 
Walker, Randall (family)                         9 white  2 black 
Newman, Le Roy                                    10 white  2 black 
Nash, Edward                                       3 white  1 black 
Duff, Peter                                         6 white  1 black 
Northen, Elizabeth                                 8 white   
Landman, William                                   5 white  
Eskridge, George                                   3 white  3 black 
Headley, John                                      3 white  
Pridham, Christopher                               1 white  4 black 
Sell, Presley                                       4 white  
Webb, James                                        9 white  
Purcell, John                                       4 white  5 black 
Purcell, Edward M                                  3 white  2 black 
Redman’s, Solomon (family)             2 white  
How, George                                        5 white  1 black 
Alderson, Wm                                       7 white  3 black 
...  
Ball, Williamson                                   8 white  58 black 
Beale, Elizabeth                                   6 white  4 black 
Rust, Benjamin                                     4 white  26 black 
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by Thomas Edward Marshall, III, formerly of Bedford, VA, after 1995-1859 
South Creek Drive, Austell, GA 30106]

1787   Amherst County, Virginia. Land Tax. [Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Amherst 
County, Virginia Land Tax Books, 1782-1788…1789-1791 (McLean, 
Virginia: The Antient Press, 1997), FHL Book 975.5496 R4s vol. 1-2.] 
- John Pugh   122 acs

1787   Albemarle County, Virginia. Personal Property Tax List A 
- Ephraim Simmons, Sr.   self, 0, 3, 5, 4, 9 
- Micajah Simmons  Ephraim Simmons 
- Jonathan Simmons  Ephraim Simmons 
(several families) 
- Ephraim Simmons, Jr.  self, 0, 1, 0, 3, 7 
- William Simmons  self, 0, 0, 0, 0, 2 – not tithable 
Netti Schreiner-Yantis and Florene Love, The Personal Property Tax Lists 
for the Year 1787 for Albemarle County, Virginia (Springfield, Virginia:  
Genealogical Books in Print, 1987), FHL Book 975.5 R4sy v. 1.

1787   Virginia. Personal Property Tax Lists.  
(Tithe, Blacks >16, Blacks <16, Horses, Cattle) 
Nettie Schreiner-Yantis and Florene Speakman Love, The 1787 Census of 
Virginia…(Springfield, Virginia: Genealogical Books in Print, 1987), FHL 
Book 975.5 R4sn. 
 
Amherst County, Virginia.  
- Fredrick Pugh  0 0 0 1 0 6 Apr 
- John Pugh  0 1 0 3 5 6 Apr 
- John Pugh, Jr.  0 0 0 1 0 6 Apr 
- John Morris, 10 Apr 
- John Pugh   [16-21 years], Ephram Blane charged, 15 May 
 
Augusta County, Virginia 
- Nathan Pugh  0 0 0 1 0 
 

Morrison, William           3 whites 
Sharon Barrett Kennedy <skbc79@aol.com>, Heads of Families Virginia 
1785 Amherst County, Amherst County Virginia USGenWeb Archives 
(Online:  Rootsweb, 2005), <ftp://ftp.rootsweb.com/pub/usgenweb/va/
amherst/census/1785cens.txt>, accessed February 2005.

1785 Nov 7 Charlotte County, Virginia. Deed Book 5:146. Thomas Pugh [died c. 
2 August 1793]. Deed of Gift from Willoughby Pugh to son Thomas 
Pugh – 100 acs land on Cub Creek and a Branch. Adj: Self, Thomas Pugh, 
Abraham Subbett, James Pugh and William Watson. [Abstracted from 
manuscript entitled ‘Summary of Information Collected on Willoughby 
Pugh, No.1, 1711-1790,’ by Thomas Edward Marshall, III, formerly of 
Bedford, VA, after 1995-1859 South Creek Drive, Austell, GA 30106]

1785 Dec 21 Amherst County, Virginia. Will Book 3:34. December 21, 1785; April 
2, 1787. Witnesses: Jno. Morris, Frederick Pugh, Geo. Morris. Wife, 
Mary Perrin Morrison, plantation; daughter, Ann, when 18; slaves 
named; my brothers and sisters: Jno. King; Ro. Young; Thomas Morrison; 
Thos. Henderson; Michl. Morrison (– are these half and full all lumped 
together?) Book 3:86 Inventory, Benj. Moor; Peter Lyon on 4 Jun 1787. 
Book 3:42, administrator’s bond – Mary Morrison, James Turner; Jno. 
Morris on 4 June 1787 for Mary Morrison and James Turner. Book 3:104, 
individual bond by Mary Perrin Farrar; Rich. Farrar and Jas. Dillard on 
1 June 1789 to Jno. Morris for bond when she qualified to administrate. 
Book 3:584, compromise of estate by Jno. Diggs; Jno. Dawson, and Wm. 
Harris, commissioner, on 20 Oct 1800. Jno. Farrar married executrix and 
Saml. Bailey married only heiress at law. Bailey pays Farrar L70 and Farrar 
delivers estate to Bailey. [Bailey Fulton Davis, The Wills of Amherst County, 
Virginia, 1761-1865 (Easley, South Carolina: Southern Historical Press, Inc., 
1985), FHL Book 975.5496 R2d.]

1786 Feb  6 Charlotte County, Virginia. Deed Book 5:156 Thomas Tiller from William 
Watson 50 acs land on east side of Cub. Creek Adj: Thomas Pugh, James 
Pugh and Elizabeth Watson. [Abstracted from manuscript entitled 
‘Summary of Information Collected on Willoughby Pugh, No.1, 1711-1790,’ 
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Hardy County, Virginia 
- Jesse Pugh  0 0 0 1 0 
- Jacob Pugh  0 0 0 5 17 
 
Henry County, Virginia 
- Isaac Pew   0 0 0 2 0 
 
Loudoun County, Virginia 
- Spencer Pew  1 0 0 4 8 
 
Montgomery County, Virginia 
- Richard Pugh  0 0 0 3 0 
 
Nansemond County, Virginia 
- Mary Pugh  61 acres 
- William Pugh (estate) 460 acres 
- John Pugh  300 acres 
- James Pugh  1-5 years rent 
- Ann Pugh   1-6 years rent 
- Theophilus Pugh  80 acres 
 
Prince Edward County, Virginia 
- James Pugh  0 0 1 1 0 
 
Richmond County, Virginia 
- Lewis Pugh  0 0 0 1 6 
- Jesse Pugh    Lewis Pugh charged 
 
Rockingham County, Virginia 
- Thomas Piew  0 0 0 0 0 under 21 years 
- Mary Piew  0 0 0 1 0 not tithable 
 
Shenandoah County, Virginia 
- Joseph Pugh  1 1 2 4 15 
 

Caroline County, Virginia.  
- Thomas Pugh  0 0 0 3 5 
- William Pugh  1 0 0 4 9 
- Lewis Pew    Abraham Wilson charged 
 
Charlotte County, Virginia 
- John Pugh  0 0 0 1 0 
- Samuel Pugh  0 0 0 4 7 
- Thos. Pugh  0 0 0 2 7 
- Willoughby Pugh  0 0 0 4 8 levy free 
- Young Pugh    Willoughby Pugh charged 
 
Franklin County, Virginia 
- David Pew  0 1 3 4 4 
 
Frederick County, Virginia 
- Jesse Pue   0 0 0 2 1 
- Job Pue   0 0 0 1 7 
- Ann Pue   0 0 0 3 12 not tithable 
 
Gloucester County, Virginia 
- William Pew  0 1 0 0 2 
- Josiah Pew  0 0 0 0 0 
- Ellis Pew, Jr.  0 0 0 0 1 
- Ellis Pew, Sr.  0 0 0 0 3 
 
Hampshire County, Virginia 
- Mellon Peugh  0 0 0 0 0 
- Robert Peugh  1 0 0 8 18 
- Samuel Peugh  0 0 0 4 9 
- Thomas Peugh  0 0 0 2 0 
- Bethel Peugh  1 0 0 2 3 
- Jesse Peugh  0 0 0 4 8 
- Jonathan Peugh  1 1 0 11 30 
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David Pew (Pugh) from William Brown and wife Jane 200 acs land on 
Branches of Wrech Island Creek. Wit: William Jones, Charles M. Hall 
and Benjamin Cox. [Abstracted from manuscript entitled ‘Summary of 
Information Collected on Willoughby Pugh, No.1, 1711-1790,’ by Thomas 
Edward Marshall, III, formerly of Bedford, VA, after 1995-1859 South Creek 
Drive, Austell, GA 30106]

1789 Dec 14 Laurens County, South Carolina. Petty Jury listed Willeby Pugh. Brent H. 
Holcomb, Laurens County, South Carolina: Minutes of the County Court, 
1786-1789 (Columbia, South Carolina:  SCMAR, 2004), FHL Book 975.731 
P2h.

1790   Amherst County, Virginia. Land Tax. [Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Amherst 
County, Virginia Land Tax Books, 1782-1788…1789-1791 (McLean, 
Virginia: The Antient Press, 1997), FHL Book 975.5496 R4s vol. 1-2.] 
- John Pugh   122 acs 
 
Charlotte County, Virginia. Tax List  
- James Pugh  50 acs  
- Young Pugh  50 acs  
- Thomas Pugh  100 acs 
- Arthur Slayden  200 acs land 
 
Campbell County, Virginia. Tax List 
- David Pugh   200 acs from Brown.

1790 Apr 5 Charlotte County, Virginia. Page 431 of Will book. I, Willoughby Pugh of 
Charlotte County, of perfect health and sound mind … To my son Young 
Pugh the tract of land where on I now live, from Thomas Pugh’s line and 
downward, and the rest of my land from Thomas Pugh’s line and upward, 
whereon he now lives. To my son David Pugh 1 black horse I have already 
given. The rest of my estate to be equally divided among the rest of my 
children, all but those I have given land to. Executors: Arthur Slayden, and 
my son, Samuel Pugh. Signed 7 May 1786 by Willoughby Pugh. Wit: James 
Hanks, Alexander Garden, Nathaniel Barksdale. At Charlotte Court of April 

Winchester Town, Virginia 
- Jesse Pew   0 0 0 1 2

1787 Feb 6 Albemarle County, Virginia. Deeds. Ephraim Simmonds and Mary his 
wife to Sherad Gowing. For 3000 pounds 70 acres of land in Albemarle 
County on Beaverdam swamp. Signed Ephraim Simmonds, Mary 
Simmonds. Witness: John Puthoof, John Ballard, William Dunn, Jonathan 
Simmonds. Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Deed Abstracts of Albemarle County, 
Virginia, 1785- 1787… (McLean, Virginia:  The Antient Press, 1997), FHL 
Book 975.5482 R2s v. 11.

1788   Amherst County, Virginia. Land Tax. [Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Amherst 
County, Virginia Land Tax Books, 1782-1788…1789-1791 (McLean, 
Virginia: The Antient Press, 1997), FHL Book 975.5496 R4s vol. 1-2.] 
- John Pugh   122 acs

1788 Feb 12 Orange County, Virginia. Deed Book. John White and Sarah his wife of 
Orange County to James White of Albemarle County. For 400 pounds 
current money Virginia sold 311 acres in Orange County joining Albemarle 
County line at foot of Cam’s Mountain and bounded beginning at a small 
dead white oak in the county line corner of Ephraim Simmons thence 
along the same North to a dogwood and black hawbush on the branch 
thence up branch north to a white oak corner to Henry Harvey’s … corner 
to Alexander Ogg’s … corner of Ephraim Simmons, Jr. Signed John 
White, Sarah White. Witness: Conyers White, Thomas White, Ruth and 
Sam Sparacio, Deed Abstracts of Orange County, Virginia, 20 September 
1786-25 April 1791 (McLean, Virginia:  Ruth L. and Sam Sparacio, 1988), 
FHL Book 975.5372 R2s v. 4.

1789   Amherst County, Virginia. Land Tax. [Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Amherst 
County, Virginia Land Tax Books, 1782-1788…1789-1791 (McLean, 
Virginia: The Antient Press, 1997), FHL Book 975.5496 R4s vol. 1-2.] 
- John Pugh   122 acs

1789 Sep 2 Campbell County, Virginia. Deed Book 2:481 [Recorded 5 May 1790] 
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Virginia 1748-1763 (Easley, South Carolina: Southern Historical Press, Inc., 
1979), FHL Book 975.54 R2d.]

1793   Charlotte County, Virginia. Court Order Book 9:27. Thomas Pugh died 
intestate. [Abstracted from manuscript entitled ‘Summary of Information 
Collected on Willoughby Pugh, No.1, 1711-1790,’ by Thomas Edward 
Marshall, III, formerly of Bedford, VA, after 1995-1859 South Creek Drive, 
Austell, GA 30106]

1793   Charlotte County, Virginia. Court Ordered Book 9:126. Gdn. appt. for 
orphans of Thomas Pugh, deceased. [His second marriage 22 January 1769 
Cumberland County Virginia to Nancy Tiller, d/o Thomas - her second 
marriage 29 December 1796 to Adam Huntsman. Known Issue 1- John 
1760/s-August 1824, 2- Name not known (son), 3- Ezebiel 1772-1854, 4- 
Young 1774-1850/60, 5- Sarah c. 1776, 6- Elizabeth c. 1780, 7- Jean c. 1785-
by 1848. Thomas E. Marshall III wife Carroll Wade Pugh descend from #3 
Ezebiel. [Abstracted from manuscript entitled ‘Summary of Information 
Collected on Willoughby Pugh, No.1, 1711-1790,’ by Thomas Edward 
Marshall, III, formerly of Bedford, VA, after 1995-1859 South Creek Drive, 
Austell, GA 30106]

1793 Jul 27 Amherst County, Virginia. John Pugh, bachelor and Nancy Stratton, 
spinster, July 27, 1793. William Lavender, surety. Consent of her father, 
John Stratton. [William Montgomery Sweeny, Marriage Bonds …of Amherst 
County, Virginia, 1763-1800 (Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Company, 
1973), FHL Book 975.5496 V2sw.]

1793  Dec  11  Marriage. Lewis Pugh to Polly Gooding, Albemarle County. Bondsman 
was Ephraim Simmons. Polly gives her own written consent. Wit - Evelyn 
Dollens Wyllie, “Marriage Bonds in Albemarle County, 1786-1795,” Papers 
of the Albemarle County Historical Society, v. 9 (n.p.:  1948-1949), FHL Book 
975.548 B2m v. 9-10., Ephraim Seamonds who also affirms Polly over 21. 
John Vogt & T. William Kethley, Jr., Albemarle County Marriages, 1780-
1853… (Athens, GA: Iberian Publishing Co., 1991), FHL Book 975.5482 
V2v, v. 1.

5, 1790, the will of Willoughby Pugh, dec’d was presented in court, and 
proved by the oath of Alexander Garden, and at July 5, 1790 court further 
proved by the oath of Nathaniel Barksdale, and OR. [Charlotte County, 
Virginia Wills, 1765-1791 (Miami Beach, Florida:  T.L.C. Genealogy, 1991), 
copied from report by Jeanne Douglass Mead dated 9 December 2000 to V. 
Watson Pugh, M.D.]

1790 Oct 4 Amherst County, Virginia. Charles Yancey, Louisa County and wife, Mary, 
to John Pugh, Amherst County for L4000 tobacco, 224.5 acs described by 
patent on 25 Jul 1780 by Thos. Jefferson. Head branches Hickory and Taylor. 
Lines: Edwd. Mosely, Jno. Cole, Benj. Harris, late Chas. Evans. Other 92.5 
acs is moiety of tract of Edwd. Moseley’s pat. Of 12 May 1770, signed by 
Botetourt and bought by Yancey. Wm. Sid Crawford acted as atty. for Yancy 
and wife. [Bailey Fulton Davis, The Deeds of Amherst County, Virginia, 
1761-1807, and Albemarle County, Virginia 1748-1763 (Easley, South 
Carolina: Southern Historical Press, Inc., 1979), FHL Book 975.54 R2d.]

1790 Dec 6 Charlotte County, Virginia. Deed Book 6:111. Thomas Tiller to Thomas 
Pugh 50 acs land on east side of Cub Creek. Adj: Thomas Pugh, a Branch of 
Cub Creek, James Pugh, Watson’s estate and Cub Creek. [Abstracted from 
manuscript entitled ‘Summary of Information Collected on Willoughby 
Pugh, No.1, 1711-1790,’ by Thomas Edward Marshall, III, formerly of 
Bedford, VA, after 1995-1859 South Creek Drive, Austell, GA 30106]

1791   Amherst County, Virginia. Land Tax. [Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Amherst 
County, Virginia Land Tax Books, 1782-1788…1789-1791 (McLean, 
Virginia: The Antient Press, 1997), FHL Book 975.5496 R4s vol. 1-2.] 
- John Pugh   122 acs

1792 Nov 6 Amherst County, Virginia. Page 192. Elijah Stone, Amherst County to 
Saml. Perkins, Amherst County for L120, 243 acs in Amherst County and 
Albemarle where Stone lives on Rockfish – all that Stone had of Archelaus 
Strange. Lines: Jos. Morris, Abraham Strange – 10 acs of it bought of Jos. 
Morris. Wit: Jno. Pugh, Wm. Farrar, Rich. Harris. [Bailey Fulton Davis, 
The Deeds of Amherst County, Virginia, 1761-1807, and Albemarle County, 
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Thomas Pugh, deceased, James Pugh and George Lawson. [Abstracted 
from manuscript entitled ‘Summary of Information Collected on 
Willoughby Pugh, No.1, 1711-1790,’ by Thomas Edward Marshall, III, 
formerly of Bedford, VA, after 1995-1859 South Creek Drive, Austell, GA 
30106]

1795 Sep 11 Albemarle County. Lewis Pugh to Polly Golding with Ephraim Simmons 
as bondsman. Witnesses were Richard Pugh and Ephraim Seamonds. 
[“Marriages of Albemarle County,” page 189.] 

1796   Caroline County, Virginia. “Exempt from Paying the County Levy,” April 
1796 – William Pugh. [Kimberly Curtis Campbell, Caroline County 
Virginia Court Records 1781-1799 (Athens, Georgia:  Iberian Publishing 
Co., 1999), copied from report by Jeanne Douglass Mead dated 9 December 
2000 to V. Watson Pugh, M.D.]

1796 Mar 12 Amherst County, Virginia. Page 87. Jno. Pugh, Amherst County to Jno. 
Stratton, Amherst County, 4 shillings Deed of trust as bondsman to Galt 
& Garland – beds, etc. Wit: David S. Garland, Wm. Stratton.[Bailey Fulton 
Davis, The Deeds of Amherst County, Virginia, 1761-1807, and Albemarle 
County, Virginia 1748-1763 (Easley, South Carolina: Southern Historical 
Press, Inc., 1979), FHL Book 975.54 R2d.]

1796 Apr  Albemarle County, Virginia. Deed. I John McClary of Albemarle County 
release and acquit Ephraim Seamonds of the same place from all demands 
of any kinds whatsoever I have against said Seamonds by virtue of a deed 
of mortgage. Signed John McClary. Witness: R. Bruce, James Lewis, James 
Brooks. Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Deed Abstracts of Albemarle County, 
Virginia, 1795- 1796… (McLean, Virginia:  The Antient Press, 1999), FHL 
Book 975.5482 R2s v. 17-18.

1796   Albemarle County, Virginia. Tax lists. St. Anne’s Parish
   James Pugh, 1 white male

1796 Sep 6 Charlotte County, Virginia. Deed Book 8:24. Young Pugh and wife Mary 

1794   Orange County, Virginia. Land tax books.  
Ephraim Simmons, 170 acres. Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Orange County, 
Virginia Land Tax Books, 1782-1790… (McLean, Virginia:  The Antient 
Press, 1996), FHL Book 975.5372 R4s v. 1-2.

1794 Oct 25 Albemarle County, Virginia. Ephraim Simmonds and Mary his wife to 
John McCalry. For 110 pounds 2 shillings Virginia money 343 acres of land 
in Albemarle County “whereon Ephraim Simmonds and Mary his wife at 
present live” which land was purchased by Ephraim Simmonds of a certain 
Frost & Snow, also 7 Negroes – Minney, Manuel, Ivie, Hannah, Poll and 
Hannah’s 2 youngest children – Nan and Joe. Mortgage. Signed Ephraim 
Simmonds, John McClary. Witness: Paul (x) McClary, Sarah (x) Tredwell, 
Sarah (x) Mayab. 

1794 Dec  Albemarle County, Virginia. Ephraim Simmonds and Frances his wife to 
Henry Gibson. For __ pounds 39 acres land in Albemarle County corner 
to David Michie. Signed Ephraim (x) Simmonds. Ruth and Sam Sparacio, 
Deed Abstracts of Albemarle County, Virginia, 1794- 1795… (McLean, 
Virginia:  The Antient Press, 1999), FHL Book 975.5482 R2s v. 16.

1795   Orange County, Virginia. Land tax books.  
Ephraim Simmons, 170 acres. Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Orange County, 
Virginia Land Tax Books, 1782-1790… (McLean, Virginia:  The Antient 
Press, 1996), FHL Book 975.5372 R4s v. 1-2.

1795 Jan 8 Amherst County, Virginia. Page 524. Augustine Shepherd to Jno. Haggard 
for L130, 200 acs Taylor Creek. Lines: Duncan McLeath, with the mountain 
to the road, Archer McDonald, Matt. Harris, Jno. Pugh. Wit: Jno. Bennett, 
Wm. McDonald, Geo. Martin. [Bailey Fulton Davis, The Deeds of Amherst 
County, Virginia, 1761-1807, and Albemarle County, Virginia 1748-1763 
(Easley, South Carolina: Southern Historical Press, Inc., 1979), FHL Book 
975.54 R2d.]

1795 Mar 2 Charlotte County, Virginia. Deed Book 7:139. Samuel Pugh from Elisha 
Perkins of Bedford County 70 a. land on east side of Cub Creek. Adj: 
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- James Pugh 1100 
“Amherst County, Virginia 1800 Tax List,” The Virginia Genealogist 5 (1961), 
FHL Book 975.5 B2vg v. 5.

1800  Apr 17 Amherst County, Virginia. Book 4:320. Anna Morrison. Guardian’s bond – 
Saml. Bailey; Jno. Farrar, Thomas Pugh on April 21, 1800 for Saml. Bailey 
as guardian of Anna Morrison, orphans of Wm. Morrison, deceased. Clerk 
notes it as recorded on April 17, 1800. [Bailey Fulton Davis, The Wills of 
Amherst County, Virginia, 1761-1865 (Easley, South Carolina: Southern 
Historical Press, Inc., 1985), FHL Book 975.5496 R2d.]

1801 Aug 20 Laurens County, South Carolina. Robt. Burns to Josiah Prater for $350 110 
acs on S. fork of Duncan’s Cr. Part of orig. 250 acs granted to Wm. Bean, 
Sr. by Bull. Wit: David Pugh, John Martindill, Geo. Whitmore, J. P. D. R. 
of Margaret Burns, Levi Casey, J. Q. Newberry District. [Sara M. Nash, 
Abstracts of Early Records of Laurens County South Carolina 1785-1820 with 
Name Index and Revolutionary War Service (Fountain Inn, South Carolina: 
Sara M. Nash, n.d.), copied from report by Jeanne Douglass Mead dated 27 
May 2000 to V. Watson Pugh, M.D.]

1801 Sep 9 Laurens County, South Carolina. Richard G. Gaines of Abbeville Dist. To 
James Clardy for $100, 90 acs. on Saluda River bordering on sd. Clardy, 
James South, Wm. Powell, Martin Pugh. Wit: Thos. Gaines, Benj. South, 
Jas. Powell, J.P. [Sara M. Nash, Abstracts of Early Records of Laurens County 
South Carolina 1785-1820 with Name Index and Revolutionary War Service 
(Fountain Inn, South Carolina: Sara M. Nash, n.d.), copied from report by 
Jeanne Douglass Mead dated 27 May 2000 to V. Watson Pugh, M.D.]

1801 Oct 19 Amherst County, Virginia. Page 298. Jno. Cole and wife Rebecah, Amherst 
County to Jno. Roberts, Amherst County for L250, 200 acres Hickory, 
branch of Rockfish. Lines: Jno. Pugh, Sr., Skiler Harris, Jno. Morris, Josiah 
Cheatham. [Abstracted from manuscript entitled ‘Summary of Information 
Collected on Willoughby Pugh, No.1, 1711-1790,’ by Thomas Edward 
Marshall, III, formerly of Bedford, VA, after 1995-1859 South Creek Drive, 
Austell, GA 30106]

Ann of Amherst County 156 a. land in Charlotte County Virginia to John 
Pugh [son of Thomas]. Recorded July 1797. Wit: J. Patrick, Samuel Pugh, 
Ezekiel Pugh and Young Pugh. Young Pugh wife Mary Ann relinquished 
her dower in Amherst County Virginia. [Abstracted from manuscript 
entitled ‘Summary of Information Collected on Willoughby Pugh, No.1, 
1711-1790,’ by Thomas Edward Marshall, III, formerly of Bedford, VA, after 
1995-1859 South Creek Drive, Austell, GA 30106]

1797   Albemarle County, Virginia. Tax lists. St. Anne’s Parish
   James Pugh, 1 white male

1797 Oct 10 Amherst County, Virginia. Page 307. Geo. Blane, Albemarle to Skiler 
Harris of same for L269, 229 acs adj. Hickory Creek. Lines Jno. Cole, Jno. 
Pugh, Ephraim Blaine, Rich. Hare. Wit: Saml. Murrell, Jno. Chowning, 
Perrin Farrar, Jno. Wilkinson, Wm. Lee Harris, Geo. Blaine, Jr. [Bailey 
Fulton Davis, The Deeds of Amherst County, Virginia, 1761-1807, and 
Albemarle County, Virginia 1748-1763 (Easley, South Carolina: Southern 
Historical Press, Inc., 1979), FHL Book 975.54 R2d.]

1800   Charlotte County, Virginia. Tax List. (tithe, horse, slaves > 16, slaves 12 < 
16) 
- Ezekiel Pugh 1110 
- John Pugh  1430 
- Young Pugh 1200 
- Samuel Pugh,  2410 
“Charlotte County, Virginia 1800 Tax List,” The Virginia Genealogist 15 
(1971), FHL Book 975.5 B2vg v. 15. 
 
Amherst County, Virginia. Tax List. 
- John Chewning,  1100 
- John Pugh, Jr. 1200 
- John Pugh  1000 (wheelright) 
- Thomas Pugh 1310 
- John Pugh, Sr. 2201 
- Frederick Pugh 1000 
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1804 List B, Lexington Parish:
John Pugh 1001

1805 Feb 4 Charlotte County, Virginia. Court Ordered Book 14:232. Samuel Pugh 
died interstate c. 4 February 1805. Estate adm. appt. widow Elizabeth Pugh. 
[Abstracted from manuscript entitled ‘Summary of Information Collected 
on Willoughby Pugh, No.1, 1711-1790,’ by Thomas Edward Marshall, III, 
formerly of Bedford, VA, after 1995-1859 South Creek Drive, Austell, GA 
30106]

1805   Amherst County, Virginia. Tax Lists. Amherst County, Virginia, 
Commissioner of the Revenue, Personal Property Tax Lists 1804-1823 
(Richmond: Virginia State Library, 1986), FHL Microfilm 2024458.

    
List A:
Thomas Pugh 2003
John Pugh 1003
John Pugh Sr. 1022 [next]
Fred. Pugh 1001
John Pugh (Wright) 1001

List B, Lexington Parish: Nil.

1805 Nov 5 Charlotte County, Virginia. Court Ordered Book 15:81. Settle estate of 
Samuel Pugh, deceased. Suit against widow, Elizabeth, by his children, 
William Ramsey and wife Polly, Dancy McCraw and wife Elizabeth, 
Abraham Pugh, Nancy Pugh, John B. Pugh, James Pugh, Joseph Pugh 
and Judith Pugh, the last 5 under age 21. Land sold and proceeds divided 
equally. [Abstracted from manuscript entitled ‘Summary of Information 
Collected on Willoughby Pugh, No.1, 1711-1790,’ by Thomas Edward 
Marshall, III, formerly of Bedford, VA, after 1995-1859 South Creek Drive, 
Austell, GA 30106]

1806   Amherst County, Virginia. Tax Lists. Amherst County, Virginia, 

1802 Mar 1 Laurens County, South Carolina. Sarah Pugh exix. of est. of my husband 
Willoughby Pugh decd. to my dau. Sally Pugh, 50 acs on south side of 
Walnut Cr. Willed to her by her father. Wit: Ezekiel Yager, John Daniel, 
Sr., James Powell, J.P. Sara M. Mash, Abstracts of Early Records of Laurens 
County, South Carolina, 1785-1820 (Fountain Inn, South Carolina:  Sara M. 
Mash, 1982), FHL Book 974.731 N2n.

1802 Nov 22 Amherst County, Virginia. Page 443. Jas. Rowsey & wife Betsy, Amherst 
County to Allen Blair, Amherst County for $250, 50 acs grantor bought 
from Jno. Rowsey and 10 acs bought from Geo. Phillips and adj. Lines: 
Archibald Rowsey, Jno. Anderson, Thos. Nevil, Rich. Alcock, Stephen Watts. 
Wit: Jno. Loving, Wm. L. Watts, Jno. Pugh. [Abstracted from manuscript 
entitled ‘Summary of Information Collected on Willoughby Pugh, No.1, 
1711-1790,’ by Thomas Edward Marshall, III, formerly of Bedford, VA, after 
1995-1859 South Creek Drive, Austell, GA 30106]

1804  Jun 9 Amherst County, Virginia. Jno. Pugh, Sr., & wife Anne, Amherst County, 
to Jno. Pugh, Jr., Amherst County for $100, 100 acs. Taylor’s Creek 
whereon John, Jr. lives. Lines: James Woods. Wit: Jno. Morris, Elijah Pugh, 
Zach. Morris. [Bailey Fulton Davis, The Deeds of Amherst County, Virginia, 
1761-1807, and Albemarle County, Virginia 1748-1763 (Easley, South 
Carolina: Southern Historical Press, Inc., 1979), copied from report by 
Jeanne Douglass Mead dated 11 December 1999 to V. Watson Pugh, M.D.]

1804   Amherst County, Virginia. Tax Lists. Amherst County, Virginia, 
Commissioner of the Revenue, Personal Property Tax Lists 1804-1823 
(Richmond: Virginia State Library, 1986), FHL Microfilm 2024458.

1804 List A:
John Pugh jr 1003
John Pugh Sen.r 1022 [next]
Fred. Pugh 1001 [next]
Thomas Pugh [next]
Elijah Pugh 1001
John Pugh (Wrigh[t?]) 1000  



Pugh Family Lineage ProGenealogists – Official Ancestry.com research firm• 182 • • 183 •

1809 Jan 5 Amherst County, Virginia. Deed. Jonathan Moore, Deputy Sheriff 
advertised sale to satisfy distress – 2 beds property of Jonathan Pugh 
bought by Micajah Pendleton, but he releases claims because of distressed 
condition of John Pugh’s children: Mary, Jonathan, Elizabeth, Sarah, 
William, and James Pugh. To remain in John’s hands for them until James 
is 21 and then to divide. Wit: William Lavender, James Cooney. [Bailey 
Fulton Davis, The Deeds of Amherst County, Virginia, 1807-1827, Books L-R 
(Easley, South Carolina: Southern Historical Press, Inc., 1985), FHL Book 
975.5496 R2db.]

1810   Campbell County, Virginia. Census. 
- Jonathan Pugh, p. 20 
- Lot Pew, p. 23 
 
Caroline County, Virginia. Census 
- Lewis Pugh, p. 46 
- Willoughby Pugh, p. 46 
 
Charlotte County, Virginia. Census. 
- Ezekial Pugh, p. 117 
- John Pugh, p. 117 
- Abraham Pugh, p. 118 
- James Pugh, p. 118 
- Young Pugh, p. 118 
- Brina Pugh, p. 119 
- John M. Pugh, p. 119 
 
Nelson County, Virginia. Census 
- Elijah Pew, p. 164 
- John Pugh, p. 164 
- John Pugh, Jr. p. 164 
- Thomas Pugh, p. 165 
- Elizabeth Pugh, p. 166 
- James Pugh, p. 166 

Commissioner of the Revenue, Personal Property Tax Lists 1804-1823 
(Richmond: Virginia State Library, 1986), FHL Microfilm 2024458.

    
List A
Tho.s Pugh 2003
James Pugh 1001
John Pugh j.r HCreek [Hickory Creek] 1002
John Pugh Sen.r 1202 [next]
Elijah Pugh 1001
Frederick Pugh 1001
John Pugh (GB) 1000

List B Lexington Parish

1806 Dec  Campbell County, Virginia. Court Order Book 9:17. David Pugh died 
intestate, Estate Adm. appt. sons John and Jonathan Pugh. [Abstracted 
from manuscript entitled ‘Summary of Information Collected on 
Willoughby Pugh, No.1, 1711-1790,’ by Thomas Edward Marshall, III, 
formerly of Bedford, VA, after 1995-1859 South Creek Drive, Austell, GA 
30106]

1807   Amherst County, Virginia. Tax Lists. Amherst County, Virginia, 
Commissioner of the Revenue, Personal Property Tax Lists 1804-1823 
(Richmond: Virginia State Library, 1986), FHL Microfilm 2024458.

1807 List A, Amherst Parish
James Peugh 1001
John Peugh 1203 [next]
Thomas Pugh 1002
John Pugh (HCreek) 1002
Elijah Pugh 1001
Frederick Pugh 1001
John Pugh (G Be[nt?]) 1000 

1807 List B – nil. 
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1 wooden clock, 2 tables, 5 chairs, 1 skillet, 1 jug, 1 coffee pot, 1 coffee mill, 
1 flat iron, 1 cotton wheel, 2 piggins [pigeons], 1 … saddle, … and “a parcel 
of earthenware the property of John Pugh of which property I became 
the purchaser at said sale which vested in me a full and complete title to 
the said property actuated … by the tender consideration of the distressed 
situation of said Pugh’s children, James, Thomas, and Nancy Pugh and 
desire to place them in a more comfortable situation. I do by these presents 
give up all my right and interest in the above named property to the above 
named James, Thomas, and Nancy Pugh to remain for the benefit of said 
children in the hands of said John Pugh until Nancy Pugh becomes of 
age, then to be equally divided between the above named children.” Signed 
William Pamplin 13 Sept 1821. Wit:  -- Recorded 5 October 1821. Nelson 
County, Virginia County Court, Deed Book 4 (Richmond, VA: Filmed by 
the Virginia State Library, 1985), page 216, FHL Microfilm 32723. 

1820   Nelson County, Virginia. Census  
(Unclear who John Pugh, ‘the Elder’ is, because he had slaves, but none of 
these Pughs are listed with them)

   John Pugh   301011-11010  0 slaves 
Absolum Pugh   0001   0 slaves 
Elijah Pugh   300010-20010  0 slaves 
James Pugh   200010-32110  0 slaves 
Absolum Pugh  200010-00010  0 slaves 
Elizabeth Pugh  001100-00010  0 slaves 
John Pugh   121001-10100  0 slaves

1822 Nov 27 Amherst County, Virginia. Jonathan Pugh, Sr., 1 Samuel P. Lain 2 William 
McDaniel 3 debt to William McDaniel $1.00, stock, furniture, wheelwright 
tools, loom. [Bailey Fulton Davis, The Deeds of Amherst County, Virginia, 
1807-1827, Books L-R (Easley, South Carolina: Southern Historical Press, 
Inc., 1985), FHL Book 975.5496 R2db.]

1823 May 1 Amherst County, Virginia. Elizabeth Pugh, Amherst County, to her son, 
George Edmund Pugh, Amherst County for love and $1.00 furniture. 
Signed Elizabeth Beckham. Wit: Charles Palmore, William Bowman. 

- John Pugh, p. 166 
- Joseph Pugh, p. 166 

1812 Nov 3 Campbell County, Virginia. Deed Book 9:621 (recorded 11 January 1813) 
Settle estate of David Pugh, deceased – Pugh family sell to Edmund 
Brown of Buckingham County 188 acs land on Wrech Island Creek. Adj: 
Edward Dickey, Alex. Hunter old line, John Walker, Robert Wilson and 
Samuel Harris. John Pugh and brother David Pugh of Davidson County, 
Tennessee sell their share on 188 acs of their father David Pugh, deceased. 
Others signing deed. Jonathan Pugh, Easter Pugh, Robert Watkins and 
wife Hannah (Pugh), Lot Pugh, John Martin and wife Sarah (Pugh). 
[Abstracted from manuscript entitled ‘Summary of Information Collected 
on Willoughby Pugh, No.1, 1711-1790,’ by Thomas Edward Marshall, III, 
formerly of Bedford, VA, after 1995-1859 South Creek Drive, Austell, GA 
30106]

1814 Sep 26 Nelson County, Virginia. John Pugh and E. Weir. Security: Thomas Weir. 
Nelson County Marriages (Easley, SC: Southern Historical Press, Inc., 1985).

1815 Aug 8 Charlotte County, Virginia. Court Order Book 20:152. John Pugh [son of 
Thomas] lays claim to 218 a. land purchased by him and recorded before 1 
June 1812 as follows: 118 a. in name of Samuel Pugh est.; 50 a. in name of 
Young Pugh; and 50 a. in name of James Pugh all for non payment of taxes. 
[Abstracted from manuscript entitled ‘Summary of Information Collected 
on Willoughby Pugh, No.1, 1711-1790,’ by Thomas Edward Marshall, III, 
formerly of Bedford, VA, after 1995-1859 South Creek Drive, Austell, GA 
30106]

1815 Dec 14 Nelson County, Virginia. Z[achariah] Pugh to Patsy Johnson. Security: C. 
Johnson. Out of place. F. Pugh – J. Page. Nelson County Marriages (Easley, 
SC: Southern Historical Press, Inc., 1985).

1819 May 22 Nelson County, Virginia. Deed. 4:216. Charles C. Patterson, Constable 
for Nelson County did on the 22 May 1819 prepare a public sale of the 
following property for cash to wit: 1 sorrell mare, 1 sow, 5 pigs, 1 cupboard, 
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  - One young man Abram, $400 
  - One Sorrel horse, $40 
  - Four cows and one calf $40 
(other items). Appraisement taken by Richard Hare, John Roberts, Price 
Perkins.  
[Nelson County, Virginia Will Book C:371, Appraisement of John Pugh 
estate dated 28 May 1827, original record copied from report by Jeanne 
Douglass Mead dated 1 February 2000 to V. Watson Pugh, M.D.]

1827 Jun  Amherst County, Virginia. Edward Lankford, Amherst County 1. Samuel 
M. Garland Amherst County 2. William M. Waller Amherst County, 3 
William M. Waller on bond to James S. Pendleton and company for benefit 
of Luke and Lucy –er $1.00; stock, furniture, tools, bond on Elijah Pugh 
and Jonathan Chewning to Jonathan Shepherd and William Murrill and 
assigned to me; bond of William Campbell, crops. [Bailey Fulton Davis, The 
Deeds of Amherst County, Virginia, 1807-1827, Books L-R (Easley, South 
Carolina: Southern Historical Press, Inc., 1985), FHL Book 975.5496 R2db.]

1827 Aug 21 Amherst County, Virginia. Book 7:31. Administrator’s bond for William 
Beckham. Jno. & Wm. Pugh, for Jno. Pugh. [Bailey Fulton Davis, The Wills 
of Amherst County, Virginia, 1761-1865 (Easley, South Carolina: Southern 
Historical Press, Inc., 1985), FHL Book 975.5496 R2d.]

1828 Sep 1 Nelson County, Virginia. Nelson County, Virginia. James Pugh, Sr. and 
Kerenhappuck his wife, John Burks and Ann, his wife, and Elijah Pugh, and 
Alice, his wife of the County of Nelson and state of Virginia to John Pugh, 
Sr. For $300, ‘entire interest both real and personal in the Estate of John 
Pugh, the Elder, deceased, to him the said John Pugh, Senr. Acknowledged 
in Augusta County, Virginia on 8 Nov 1828 by James Pugh, Sr., Elijah Pugh, 
and John Burks. [Nelson County, Virginia Deeds, 6:366].

1831 Apr 2 Nelson County, Virginia. Nelson Pugh and Lucy McClure. Security Alex. 
McClure. [Nelson County Marriages (Easley, SC: Southern Historical Press, 
Inc., 1985).]

Summary calls her Beckham. [Bailey Fulton Davis, The Deeds of Amherst 
County, Virginia, 1807-1827, Books L-R (Easley, South Carolina: Southern 
Historical Press, Inc., 1985), FHL Book 975.5496 R2db.]

1823 Sep 1 Charlotte County, Virginia. Deed Book 16: 296. Report by commissioner 
appt. by Court on 5 November 1805. John Pugh purchased 118 a. land 
on Cub Creek at sale that included the 40 a. land allocated as widows 
dower, now proceeds have been considered and distributed to heirs of 
Samuel Pugh, with receipts in hand. [Abstracted from manuscript entitled 
‘Summary of Information Collected on Willoughby Pugh, No.1, 1711-1790,’ 
by Thomas Edward Marshall, III, formerly of Bedford, VA, after 1995-1859 
South Creek Drive, Austell, GA 30106]

1823 Oct 2 Amherst County, Virginia. Absalom Parker Crutcher, Amherst County for 
love and $1.00 to Nancy Pugh, daughter of Jonathan Pugh, cow and calf. 
[Bailey Fulton Davis, The Deeds of Amherst County, Virginia, 1807-1827, 
Books L-R (Easley, South Carolina: Southern Historical Press, Inc., 1985), 
FHL Book 975.5496 R2db.]

1825 Jun 13 Amherst County, Virginia. Elizabeth B. Pugh to William Beckham. Philip 
Lively bondsman. [Joel Ricks, Amherst County Marriage Bonds (Salt Lake 
City:  Genealogical Society of Utah, 1936), FHL Book 975.5496 V2a.]

1827 Mar 26 Nelson County, Virginia. James Pugh on one part and W. B. Harris of the 
other part. James Pugh executed a delivery bond to L. Fitzpatrick upon 
a judgment in Nelson County, together with John & Elijah Pugh, his 
security – now for the purpose of indemnifying his said securities the sd. 
James Pugh that given, granted, bargained & sold unto the sd. Harris all 
his interest in the real & personal estate of John Pugh, decd. Which said 
interest he doth hereby warrant & defend to the said Harris forever. Signed 
James Pugh. 27 Mar 1827. Acknowledged by James Pugh. [Nelson County 
Virginia Deeds, 6:84]

1827 May 28 Nelson County, Virginia. Appraisal of the estate of John Pugh, decd. 
  - One negro man Harry, $300 
  - One woman Judy, $200 



Pugh Family Lineage ProGenealogists – Official Ancestry.com research firm• 188 • • 189 •

   p. 258b, D 1470, F 1470 Pugh, William 26, VA
                 , Mary  38
                 , William H. 8
                 , James  6
                 , Thomas  4

   p. 269b, D 1640, F 1640 Pugh, Nicholas W. 35, farmer, $0, VA
                 , Winifred 26
                 , Elizabeth 4
                 , Edward  3
        Pugh, Elizabeth 60
   p. 269b, D 1641, F 1641 Graves, James  60, farmer, $0, VA
                   , Susan  60
                   , Martha 25
                   , Austin  18
        Pugh, John  25, VA

   p. 278a, D 1767, F 1767 Pugh, F.  25, laborer, $0, VA
                 , Sarah  25
                 , James  2
        Durm, Patrick  30
        Goodow, John  21
        Pleasants, Thomas 21
        Hammer, Wesley 20
        Foster, William 21
        Carroll, Joseph  27
   p. 278b, D 1775, F 1175 Pugh, Absalom 70, laborer, VA
                , Sarah  40

1850   U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule) Nelson County, Virginia

p. 229b, D 146, F 146 Woody, Nelson 28, Overseer, $0, VA
                , Elizabeth 23
                , Amanda 20

1833   Marion County, Tennessee. Young Pugh served in Revolutionary War 
from Charlotte County Va., His pension application, 1833 Marion County 
Tennessee states he was born, January 1754 Cumberland County and he 
lived in Tennessee 32 years and Blount Count Alabama 2 years, Macon 
County North Carolina 3 years Warren County 4 years and in 1833 lived 
in Marion County Tennessee. [Abstracted from manuscript entitled 
‘Summary of Information Collected on Willoughby Pugh, No.1, 1711-1790,’ 
by Thomas Edward Marshall, III, formerly of Bedford, VA, after 1995-1859 
South Creek Drive, Austell, GA 30106]

1843 Feb 27 Nelson County, Virginia. John M. Smith vs. William Pugh. In Chancery. 
… was argued by counsel and it appears to the court that … this cause has 
been duly satisfied according to Law and that more than two months has 
elapsed since the execution and return of the Subpoena in this cause, and 
it also appearing y the ___ filed that the plaintiff has established his rights 
and interest in the tract of land in the bill mentioned to be four shares in 
the same in consequence of his having purchased the interest of four of the 
Distributees [who were these distributees? James, Frederick, and Morris Pugh, 
and Jesse Burks? What about Mary? Was she a first wife for Morris?] as there 
in alleged …  it is adjudged that the said tract of land be sold and that John 
B. Spiece be appointed a commissioner to advertise the land for 15 days 
and sell to the highest bidder … [Nelson County Court Orders, Book 1841-
1846, p. 211 abstracted by Helen F. M. Leary.]

1850   U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule) Albemarle County, Virginia
   p. 251a, D 1356, F 1356 Pugh, E. B.  46, VA
                 , Sally  45
                 , Nelson  18
                 , John  16
                 , Henry  12
                 , Jane   14
                 , Silas  10
                 , Sally  8
                 , James  7
                 , Mary  4
                 , David  1
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              , Jane  33
              , John J.  9
              , James A. 6
              , Willie A. 2
      Pugh, Clifton  21, laborer, VA 

      [large plantation owner Nicholas L. 
Martin next door]
   p. 293a, D 1084, F 1084 Quick, Henry  24, hireling, VA
        Pugh, Alexander 16, laborer, VA
        Carter, John  20, hireling, VA
        Wallace, James 20, hireling, VA
        Walker, Lawrence 25, hireling, VA

   p. 293b, D 1092, F 1092 Mawyer, Wilson F. 36, farmer, VA
                      , Mary A. 31
                      , Edwin A. 11
                      , Martha A. 9
                      , Frances E. 7
                      , Mildred 5
                      , Mary A. 2
        Pugh, Elizabeth 62, VA
   p. 294a, D 1097, F 1097 Pugh, Thomas 65, farmer, $0, VA
                , D.   50, (female), VA
        Pugh, William 80, $0, VA “pauper and 

idiotic”
   
   p. 294a, D 1100, F 1100 Robertson, John 67, farmer, VA
                        , Jacob W. 31
                        , Mary A. 27
                        , James A. 25
        Farrar, James  60, VA
        Pugh, John  19, hireling, VA

        Spiece and Beaver families

    Pugh, Charles J. 19, student, VA
    Hare family
p. 230a, D 154, F 154 Pugh, Nelson  40, farmer, VA
            , Lucy  40
            , Sarah  17
            , Preston  15
            , George  13
p. 230b, D 154, F 154         , Joseph  10
            , Benjamin  7
            , Betsey  3
            , William  2
            , Mary   4 m
    McClure, Nancy 80, $200, VA
    Henry and William Roberts families
p. 230b, D 158, F 158 Pugh, John M. 48, overseer, $0, VA
            , Arametta 36
    Daniel Wade family

p. 245a, D 360, F 360 Tinner, William B. 37, farmer, $3800, VA
               , Louisa A. K. 37
    Gibson, Elvira R. 5
    Pugh, Absalom C. 22, hireling, VA
p. 245b, D 366, F 366 Pugh, Henry W.,  31, farmer, $0, VA

              , Elizabeth,  30
              , George W.  8
              , Mary M. 5
              , Absalom T. 1
      Lewis, H. S.  23, peddler, VA

p. 290b, D 1045, F 1045 Pugh, John  25, shoemaker, $0, VA
              , Adaline  23
              , Sarah  5
              , Clifton  3
              , William A. 1

p. 290b, D 1047, F 1047 Pugh, James F. 33, teacher, $0, VA
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                 , John H.  25
                 , Henry N. 23
                 , Silas P.  20
                 , James  16
                 , Jane  21
        Tomlin, Eliza A. 18
        Pugh, Susan E. 13
                 , David  10
   p. 655, D 1038, F 1028 Good, James Y. 40, RR Agent, $0, $150, 

VA
    St. Anne’s           , Catherine O. 42
        [several children of James Y. Good]
        Pugh, F. M.  34, shoe maker, $0, $0, VA
   p. 665, D 1115, F 1099 Pugh, Edwin A. 26, overseer, $0, $50, VA
    St. Annes’s           , Mary P.  19
                 , Charles T. 1
                 , William A. 6 m
   p. 668, D 1142, F 1126 Pugh, Absalom 70, laborer, $0, $25, VA
    St. Anne’s           , Sally N. 69
                 , A. C.  29, overseer, $0, $30, VA
                 , Nancy J. 24
                 , Edwin   4
                 , Sally J.  2
1860   U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), Nelson County, Virginia
   p. 730, D 302, F 302 Pugh, John H. 28, overseer, $0, $30, Nelson
    Lovingston           , Elizabeth J. 26, Albemarle
                 , Virginia A. 2, Nelson
                 , James W. 1, Nelson
                 , Anne E. 5m, Nelson
        Dillard, William J. 33, physician, $0, $5000, 

Bedford
   p. 742, D 391, F 391 Pugh, Nelson A. 52, farmer, $500, $500, 

Nelson
    Lovingston           , Lucy  51, Albemarle
                 , Joseph A. 20

   p. 296b, D 1137, F 1137 Pugh, James  55, miller, $0, VA
                , Salina  45, VA
                , Elizabeth 20
                , Nancy  18
                , Frederic  24, laborer, VA
                , Mary  21
                , Nancy  1

1850   U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule)
   Augusta County  John Pugh, 25, with James Gregory, blacksmith
   Buckingham County William M. Pugh, 28, coach maker, b. Charlotte, 

VA 
   Checked all other surrounding counties. No other significant “patches” of 

Pughs, other than a family in Greenbrier (David Pugh) and the Pughs of 
Pocahontas who are related to ancestral family.

1853 Nov 30 Nelson County, Virginia. Smith vs. Pugh’s heirs. In Chancery. John M. 
Smith having departed this life ordered that his death be suggested of 
record. This cause is revived in the name of Joel Smith acting Executor of 
John M. Smith. [Nelson County Court Orders, Book 1850-1855, p. 316.]

1860   U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), Albemarle County, Virginia
   p. 551, D 271, F 273 Pugh, William H. 38, overseer, $0, $25, VA
    St. Annes’s           , Macha A 37
                 , James H. 14
                 , William H. 13
                 , Marcellus B. 8
                 , John N.  4
   p. 611, D 732, F 272 Robinson, J. W.  36, master shoemaker, 

$600, $1360
    St. Annes’s                 , Araminta 35
        [several children of J. W. Robinson]
        Pugh, Nelson  26, shoemaker, VA
   p. 649, D 993, F 986 Pugh, E. B.   52, laborer, $0, $400, VA
    St. Annes’s           , Sarah  56
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Nelson
                 , Virginia R. 26, Nelson
                 , Mary F.  5 m, Nelson

1863  Apr 27 Nelson County, Virginia. Deed 16:188. John B. Spiece [ed. local lawyer, per 
the census], Commission, under a decree of Nelson County Court in the 
chancery case of Smith vs. Pugh of the one part and Henry H. Roberts of 
the said County of the other part. The court ordered the sale of land that 
was in dispute. Henry H. Roberts was the highest bidder. For $700, Henry 
H. Roberts paid for the aforesaid tract of land in Nelson County on the 
waters of Rockfish River, adjoining the lands of Doctor Boaz, the other 
lands of said Roberts and others and containing by estimation 224 acres, 
“it being the same tract of land which belonged to John Pugh in his life 
time, the father and grandfather of the Mssrs. Pughs who are parties in said 
suit.” [Nelson County, Virginia County Court, Deed Book 16 (Richmond, 
VA: Filmed by the Virginia State Library, 1985), page 188, FHL Microfilm 
32729.]

                 , Benjamin F. 17
                 , Bettie A. 15
                 , William L. 13
                 , Mary A. 11
                 , Walker W. 9
                 , Robert L. 6
   p. 773, D 607, F 607 Pugh, Frederick R. 34, merchant, $0, $2000, 

Nelson
    Afton            , Sarah J.  37
                 , James A. 11
                 , William L. 7
                 , Charles E. 6
                 , Eliza J.  4
                 , Mary E. 1
        Pugh, James   69, $0, $30, Albemarle
   p. 840, D 1100, F 1100 Pugh, John M. 58, laborer, $0, $60, 

Nelson
    Greenfield?           , Arimetta 38
        Pugh, Thomas 54, $500, $60, Nelson
                 , Dicy  64
   p. 842, D 1112, F 1112 Pugh, Nicholas W. 46, farmer, $0, $120, 

Nelson
    Greenfield           , Winifred 38, Albemarle
                 , Elizabeth 14, Albemarle
                 , Thomas  12, Albemarle
                 , John  10, Albemarle
                 , Samuel  8, Albemarle
                 , Charles B. 1, Nelson
   p. 844, D 1124, F 1124 Burnett, Richard W. 51, farmer, $5000, $5000, 

Nelson
    Greenfield              , Frances 54
        [several children of Richard W. Burnett]
        Pugh, George W. 22, farmer, $0, $60, 
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Research Report
HELEN F. M. LEARY, CG, CGL, FASG, FNGS

Certified Genealogist, Certified Genealogical Lecturer
Fellow, American Society of Genealogists

Fellow, National Genealogical Society
103 Mainsail Drive, Cary, North Carolina 27511-7202

PUGH REPORT #1

DATE:   16 December 2003
SUBJECT:  Ancestry of Dr. V. Watson Pugh, Jr.
ADDRESSED TO:    Dr. V. Watson Pugh
   1618 Oberlin Road
   Raleigh, N.C. 27608
BACKGROUND:  A good deal of research has been done on the Pugh lineage. Reports of 

that work, however, do not always agree with each other or do not clearly identify 
which of several men of the same name is the subject of reference. In order to keep 
track of where we are (and who we are talking about) I will use standard genealogical 
identification of each person in Dr. Pugh’s lineage and/or lineages of his correspon-
dents (See Preliminary Analysis for rudimentary chart identifications).

COMMISSION:  The commission is three-fold (as per clarification 14 December 2003 tele-
phone call).

a. Identify, if possible, Selina (_____} Pugh, wife of John5 [crossed out and 
James written above John], Pugh (Frederick4, John 3 “the elder,” probable son of 
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Willoughby2, Lewis1, DavidA)

b. Locate, if possible, definitive proof that John3 “the elder,” and Willoughby Pugh 
Jr. were sons of Willoughby2.

c. Begin compiling Dr. Pugh’s lineages for camera-ready book for future printing.

AUTHORIZED TIME & EXPENSE:  Overall project is open ended. This report is based 
on 20 hours review of the files and the book-design template into which data will be 
imported as it is verified.1

1  Designing the book ahead of time and establishing page formats allows it to be 
written in increments. This is more efficient and results in more-accurate text and source 
citations than waiting until all research is completed to begin writing.

PRELIMINARY ANALYSIS:

A. Preliminary compilation of Pugh line:

The following compilation is done simply to establish genealogical identifica-
tion of the ancestral personnel. It assumes, for example, that the proof of John Pugh 
the elder and Willoughby Pugh Jr. as sons of Willoughby Pugh Sr. will be established. 
[*Marks the two areas where Dr. Watson Pugh identified problems to be resolved.]

DavidA Pugh – father of the immigrant ancestor. Apparently, this David did 
not leave Wales so is given the designation sued for the most-recent ancestor. If Da-
vid’s father is discovered, for example, the father will be identified as NameB Pugh, and 
so forth back through the Welsh generations.

Lewis1 Pugh – returned to Wales with son John, assumed to have died there. 
Wife Ann.

Willoughby2 Pugh (Lewis1)2 – said by some to be Willoughby Sr. to distin-
guish him from son Willoughby. [Ms. Mead’s analysis. 1 Feb. 2000 (folder #2): John3 
was son of Samuel3, Willoughby2’s brother. Tom Marshall’s chart shows a John3 of 
Samuel2; Marshall’s family group sheet for Willoughby2 shows a son John who married 
1st Sarah___, married 2nd Margaret “Peggy” Dabbs; gives will date as 6 Dec 1824, Char-
lotte Co., Va. In correspondence with Ms. Mead, Tom Marshall apparently convinced 
her that there were two John Pughs, one son of Samuel2, one son of Willoughby2.

*John3 Pugh “the elder” and Willoughby3 Pugh (Willoughby2, Lewis1) – as-
sumed here to be Willoughby2’s sons; not yet proved conclusively.

Frederick4 Pugh (John3, Willoughby2 Lewis1) – Tom Pugh reports his birth 
as about 1764 possibly in Amelia or Orange and death before 1810. Married Elizabeth 
“Betsy” Morris, 7 Nov. 1785 in Amherst. [Tom does not include a son James among 
Frederick’s children, however, and descends from Frederick’s son Absalom. Ms. Mead 
has tracked Betsy Morris’s lineage.]

2  The parentheses enclose a list of the person’s ancestors back to the immigrant.
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*James5 Pugh “Jr.” (Frederick4, John3, Willoughby2 Lewis1) – married Salina 
____.

Frederick Rutledge6 Pugh (John5, Frederick4, John3, Willoughby2 Lewis1)

William Lewis7 Pugh (Frederick Rutledge6, John5, Frederick4, John3, Wil-
loughby2 Lewis1)

Vernon Watson8 Pugh Sr. (William Lewis7, Frederick Rutledge6, John5, 
Frederick4, John3, Willoughby2 Lewis1)

Vernon Watson9 Pugh Jr. (Vernon Watson8, William Lewis7, Frederick Rut-
ledge6, John5, Frederick4, John3, Willoughby2 Lewis1)

B. Review of previously collected information about Willoughby2 Pugh:

a. Willoughby’s will devised land to son Young Pugh and son James Pugh, mention-
ing that their tracts adjoined Thomas Pugh (no relationship stated but reliably 
assumed to be a son, based on deeds); confirmed to son David a black horse he’d 
already been given; and provided that “the remainder part of my estate be equally 
divided among the rest of my children all but those I have given land to.” Son 
Samuel Pugh and Arthur Slaydon [said to be son-in-law] were named executors. 
He did not mention or provide for a wife. Willoughby signed his full name to the 
will on 7 May 1786 in Charlotte County, Virginia, in the presence of witnesses 
James Hank, Alexander Garden, and Nathaniel Barksdale. The will was probated 
in Charlotte County 5 April 1790.

Comment: Because a widow was entitled to a third of her husband’s 
real and personal property in Virginia at that time, if her husband’s will did 
not provide sufficiently for her, she could successfully petition the county court 
to have it set aside and his estate divided as if he’d died intestate. Consequent-
ly, no half-way intelligent testator failed to provide for his wife if he had one. 
We must assume, therefore, that whoever Willoughby married, she [or they] 
predeceased him.

Because so much research has been done on the Pughs without find-
ing a deed from Willoughby2 to John 3 or Willoughby3 (at least not in the 
counties whose records have been examined for the pertinent time periods), 
we must assume that John and Willoughby received portions of Willoughby 
Sr.’s personal property. This suggests several alternate routes for research, 
which are described below under “Research Plan.”

We should keep in mind however, that it was not at all unusual for 
Virginians of the period to give their sons land without executing a deed for 
the transfer. If this is what Willoughby2 did for John3 and Willoughby3, all is 
not lost. Again, either of two research routes may prove successful; both are 
discussed under “Research Plan.”

One note about the 1781 Charlotte County Court Order (Marshall’s 
“Summary” leaf 8, items 13-13 and 32-13) regarding David Pugh’s exemp-
tion from “paying Levies in the future”: Marshall speculates that this means 
release from road levies. He is mistaken. “Levies” was the word used for poll 
taxes. David’s exemption “for reasons apparent to the Court” indicates that 
he was either serving in the military at the time, had recently served and been 
wounded, or was otherwise not an “able bodied” (or able-minded) man. Be-
ing of able body was one of the characteristics of a man/boy sixteen or older 
that required him to pay poll tax.[Handwritten note: In one old census, pre-
1850, one of the Pughs was caring for an infirm old person 1840 census for 
John Pugh, Rev. War soldier.]

b. Willoughby2, son of Lewis1 Pugh and his wife Ann was born at North Farnham 
Parish (Richmond County, Va.), 3 May 1711.3 

Comment: One of Dr. Pugh’s correspondents (I don’t remember 
which one) expounded on the ancestral Pughs’ religious affiliations. This may 
not have been the case. During the colonial period in Virginia the Angli-
can Church was the “established” denomination, which meant that it was 

3  George H. S. King, compiler, The Register of North Farnham Parish 1663-1814 and Lunenburg 
Parish 1783-1800 (n.p.:King, 1966), 152. Tom Marshall research.
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state-supported and that all residents, regardless of their personal affilia-
tions, had to record the births of their children (and their marriages) in the 
Anglican parish registers. (Similarly, in colonial Louisiana, where the Roman 
Catholic Church was “established,” all residents were required to record their 
children’s births in the Catholic registers.)

c. Colonial taxable age was sixteen for white males. Willoughby2, therefore should 
have been taxed, in a parent’s, guardian’s, or other caregiver’s tax household, in and 
after 1727.

d. Normal marriage age for literate white males in Virginia at that time was about 
twenty-one to twenty-five for first marriage. (Illiterate men tended to marry ear-
lier, at about seventeen to twenty-two). Because Willoughby was clearly literate, we 
should expect him go marry his first wife (if he had more than one) about 1732-
1736 (say “about 1734”).

Comment: So far, I do not see evidence that Willoughby was men-
tioned in the Richmond County records during this time period. In 1740, he 
signed the Richmond power-of-attorney for his Brother David’s trip to Wales 
but need not have been resident in Richmond County to do so.

1736    Caroline County [formed 1692 from Essex County], 13 Aug. 1736: Wil-
loughby successfully sued John Bates. Caleb Lindsey and John Billups 
witnessed for him (and he was ordered to pay them for one day in court 
each).4

1736    Essex County [formed 1692 from Rappahannock; on south side of Rappahan-
nock River from Richmond County], 17 July 1736: Willoughby Pugh with 
Salvator Muscoe and William Hawkins witnessed sale by Thomas Hawkins 
to James Garrett [Garnett?]. On 18 Sept. 1739, Willoughby testified regard-
ing this deed.5

4  Caroline County, Va., Court Orders, Book 1732-1740, Part 2. No page number 
given. Tom Marshall research.

5  Ruth and Sam Sparacio, compilers, Deed Abstracts for Essex County, Virginia: Books 
22 through 25 (1738-1752 (n.p.: Sparacio, n.d.), from original Book 22:117. Research by Tom 

1747 Essex County, 4 Feb. 1747: Willoughby Pugh, along with John Smith, 
William Camall [Campbell, probably] and Thomas Landen [Landman, 
Landrum?] witnessed sale by Young Hawkins of St. Ann Parish, Essex, 
to James Garnett of same for 350 acres on the Rappahannock River and 
Blackbone [Blackburn] Creek, 2hich was all the land Young received by 
will from his father Thomas Hawkins, deceased.6

 Thomas Hawkins’s will was probated in Essex County in 1739 [Clay-
ton Torrence, Virginia Wills and Administrations, 1732-1800: An 
Index (1930; reprint, Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Company, 
1978), 200. The will of John Hawkins (referred to in the 1749 deed, 
below) was probated in Essex in 1726, and the will of Young Hawkins 
was probated in Essex in 1758. A Thomas Hawkins’s will was pro-
bated in Rappahannock County, in 1677.

1749 Essex County, 2 Oct. 1749: Willoughby Pugh with Bartholomew Vawter, 
Angus Vawter and Winifred Vawter witnessed deed for Young Hawkins to 
John Vawter for land Young received from his grandfather John Hawkins. 
Tract adjoined Capt. James Garnett, Samuel Henslow, and Thomas 
Hawkins, brother to Young Hawkins.7

 Comment: Young has to have been born before his grandfather wrote 
his will. It was probated in 1726, so we may safely assume (pending 
examination of the will itself) that Young was born on or before 1726.    

1749 Essex County, 13 Oct. 1749: Will Pugh [sic] with Bartholomew Vawter, 
Daniel Thomas, and John Noell [Novell?] witnessed deed John Vawter to 
daughter Winifred Vawter, tract deeded to said John on 18 March 1746 by 
his father-in-law Daniel Novell [Nowell, Noel?], adjoining John Andrews.8 
Acreage not stated.

Marshall. Abstract somewhat garbled.
6  Ibid., from original Book 24: 238-40. Research by Tom Marshall.
7  Ibid., from original Book 24: 384. Research by Tom Marshall.
8  Ibid., from original Book 24: 380. Research by Tom Marshall.
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1749 Essex County, 13 Nov. 1749: Willoughby Pugh, Winifred Vawter, Samuel 
Brown, and Angus Vawter witnessed deed John Vawter to son Bar-
tholomew for land on head of Blackburn Creek.9

1749 Essex County, 18 Nov. 1749: Willoughby Pugh from Winifred Vawter of 
Essex, deed for 60 acres adjoining Winifred Vawter, Samuel Noel, John An-
drew, William Gray deceased, Capt. John Rougeet, and John Noel. Memo-
randum 18 Nov. 1749. Agreement between Winifred and Willoughby that 
the said Will Pugh shall have liberty of wood or bark for tanning. Marginal 
note: Original delivered said party thereto 30 March 1753.10  

                        Comment: When did Willoughby sell this? If he didn’t, who did? What 
land had Willoughby been living on since at least 1736, possibly 
earlier? Why did the parties agree about the timber but not about the 
possession of the tract? Did Winifred liver there until 1753?

1752 Essex County, 20 Jan. 1752: Bartholomew Vawter to James Garrett [Ar-
nett?], 150 acres on head of Blackburn Creek and Long Bridge Swamp, 
land Bartholomew’s grandfather Bartholomew purchased of John Hawkins, 
deceased. Adjoined land John Vawter deceased bought from Buckingham 
Brown, deceased and land James Garrett bought from Thomas and Young 
Hawkins. Witness: John Jones, Robert Smith, Muscoe Garnett and Angus 
Vawter.

                        Torrence, Virginia Wills and Administrations, 434, shows Benjamin 
Vawter will, Essex County, 1717, John Hawkins, therefore, had been 
in Essex since at least 1716.

Comment: All of these records point to a Hawkins as Willoughby’s wife. I see 
no land purchase by Willoughby until 1749, more than ten years after he is known 
to have been in Essex. Both before and after the purchase, he lived in the immedi-
ate neighborhood of Hawkinses; perhaps he was living on Hawkins land during the 

9  Ibid., from original Book 24: 387. Research by Tom Marshall.
10  Ibid., from original Book 24: 395. Research by Tom Marshall.

“missing” ten years. He named a son Young Pugh (who was born 1 January 1754, 
albeit in Cumberland County, Va.11). Tom Marshall speculated that Willoughby4’s 
first wife was a Young, based on the name of this son; <familytreemaker.genealogy.
com> as of 23 Aug. 3003 said Willoughby married Martha Landrum 2 Nov. 1734, 
St. James Parish, Goochland County, Va. But also says Willoughby married Martha 
Landrum 2 November 1763 in St. James Parish, Goochland County. Both cannot 
be right, of course. We also have Willoughby’s mysterious sixty acres (probably on 
Blackburn Creek) in Essex until at least 1753. No new county was formed from Essex 
in the 1750s or 1760s. Willoughby apparently disappeared from the Essex records 
after 1753 but his sixty acres should have been still there. Since we are looking for two 
“missing sons” of said Willoughby, it seems to me essential to discover what happened 
to this tract.

e. Martha Pugh, baptized 8 Jan. 1764, St. James Northam Parish, Goochland County, 
Va. states born 2 November 1763 and daughter of Willoughby Pugh and Martha 
Landrum.12 Tom Marshall remarks “think [this is] his second marriage.”

Comment: If little Martha’s father was Willoughby2, her mother Mar-
tha was assuredly his second wife. 1763 is roughly thirty years after Willough-
by3 should have married his first wife. Even if she was fourteen or fifteen (i.e., 
younger than normal marriage age for the period, which was about sixteen to 
twenty) Willoughby’s first wife was in her mid-forties by the time little Mar-
tha was born-remotely possible, but extremely unlikely.

RESEARCH PLAN, based on Preliminary Analysis:

1. Check the North Carolina State Library catalogue for published Essex County re-
cords (particularly wills). Depending on what is found (or not found), examine the 

11  Comment by Tom Marshall in his “Summary of Information Collected on 
Willoughby Pugh, No. 1, 1711-1790.” 1997, leaf 3, item 14.

12  “Summary by Tom Marshall, 1997, leaf 6, item 16 11. Source not given but 
presumably the published St. James Northern Parish Registers. (Those for St. James Southam 
do not survive.) Although the church was in Goochland, the parish covered a much larger 
area—I don’t have in my mind exactly which counties it included, but I suspect Cumberland 
(formed from Goochland) was one of them.
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publications and, if appropriate order microfilm from the Virginia State Library.

2. Also recheck other publications that have been searched for news of the Pughs to see if 
there are Hawkinses (or Hawkins kin) nearby 

3. Check county formations for the part of Essex in which Blackburn Creek lay. Also 
check published Essex deeds (if they’ve been published, of course) for Blackburn 
Creek and the Vawters’ neighbors to see who sold Willoughby’s 60 acres.

4. Regarding James5 Pugh’s wife Salina: Salina/Selina was a very unusual given name 
for the place and period. It may be that tracking her given name will produce results. 
Unfortunately, few published abstracts have a female-given-name index, so the search 
may be a fairly long one (and may be unproductive, of course), but this kind of investi-
gation has worked for me in the past and might again.

5. I need to review and correlate Ms. Mead’s findings before completing my own research 
plan.

6. See attached draft for project book pages – to be printed on bright-white paper at high 
resolution for commercial photocopying and binding.

SUMMARY OF RESEARCH FINDINGS – results of Internet search conducted 15 and 16 
December 2003.

I found a map that identifies the location of the farm in Wales where Lewis1 Pugh was 
most-likely born, and photographs of the parish church where he was most-likely baptized. I 
have made a little progress on identifying Willoughby2’s mother (Lewis’s first wife) and have 
found enough information to suggest that the search for James5 Pugh’s wife Selina/Salina may 
work out – and may, in fact, provide the additional evidence that his grandfather John Pugh 
“the Elder” was the son of Willoughby2. It is early days yet to be arriving at even tentative con-
clusions, but I am heartened.

ITEMIZED RESEARCH FINDINGS:

A. Internet site MultiMaps,www.multimap.com/map>. The attached maps marked 
Exhibit 1, Exhibit 2, and Exhibit 3 show the environs of the town called Dolgellau, 

present-day district of Meirionnydd present-day county of Gwynedd, Wales. Dolgel-
lau (also spelled Dolgelley) was formerly in the county of Merionethshire [spelling 
changed to Welsh Meirionnydd when it became a district of the combined counties of 
Merioneth and Caernarvon in 1973]. DavidA Pugh’s farm, whose name is now spelled 
Tynnyd Sieffre, is shown just north of the present-day town of Friog on the A493 
route. [Friog did not exist in David’s day.]

B. According to Kline Pugh’s research findings in Wales, Tynnyd “Sheffrey [Sieffre]” lay 
in the parish of Llangelynnin and township of Tre’r Morfa. I did not find reference to 
Tre’r Morfa on maps or other internet sites, but did find photographs (Exhibits 4 and 
5) of the old parish church at Llangelynnin,. Data about the church follows [and, as-
suming you want these images included in the book, will be placed below or opposite 
the photographs].

1. The ancient church of Llangelynnin, Merionethshire, is dedicated to Saint 
Celynnin, a seventh-century saint. The church was rebuilt during the 
twelfth century and consists  of a nave and south porch. Abraham Wood, 
the ancestor of the Welsh gypsies was buried in the churchyard on 13 De-
cember 1799. (This text, and the photographs from Internet site Casglu’r 
Tlysau – Gathering the Jewels, <www.gtj.org.uk> by following the route: 
Religion & Belief, The Church, Churches, p.5 of 21.)13

2. Llangelynnin Church can be found off the coast road between Twyn and 
the village of Llwyngwril. This ancient church is perched on the cliff high 
above the sea. Outside the porch entrance is a stone slab marking the 
grave of Abram Wood “King of the Welsh Gypsies” who died in 1799. The 
building has a number of interesting features and its beautiful situation is 
worth seeing. (Text from <www.willamsfiamilytre.co.uk/tywyn>). 

3. The map (Exhibit 6) of Tywyn and its northern environs shows the town 

13  This is an interesting site, well worth exploring. Most of the information and the 
photographs relate to periods too late to have relevance for your family, or to castles, but I 
did find the photo marked Exhibit 8, a “dower chest” from 1671, which is just about the time 
DavidA married Lewis Pugh’s mother. Presumably, just such a chest would have been present 
at Tyddyn Sieffre during Lewis’s growing-up years.
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of Llangelynnin, also on the A493. The church is to the left of the road 
just north of where the town is marked. (A higher-resolution map on the 
MultiMap site shows the church marked with a + but its resolution is so 
close one gets little information to place Llangellynnin in its neighbor-
hood.) The church was about four miles south of the Pugh farm on an old 
road marked on some antique maps I viewed at various sites but could not 
copy. I’ll keep looking for one drawn during the period the Pughs lived at 
the farm.

C. Odds and ends picked up during the Internet search (sites not copied).

1. Thomas Jefferson’s grandfather Thomas immigrated from “a town near 
Dolgellau.” Dolgellau is at the southern end of the Snowdon Mountains ( 
and now within the Snowdon National Park). I know from my Jefferson 
research that Peter Jefferson, the president’s father named one of his farms 
Snowdon. When Thomas inherited, he gave Snowdon to brother Ran-
dolph Jefferson, who remained there the rest of his life. Interesting that 
two Welsh families, Pugh and Jefferson, from the same mountainous area 
of Wales, migrated to the same mountainous part of Virginia.

2. Dolgellau was the site of the last Welsh parliament, held there in 1404. A 
historic area.

3. The photograph (Exhibit 7) of Cadair Idris (Chari of Idris, Idris said to 
have been a giant in folklore of the area) is I think from the Gathering the 
Jewels site. It was taken from across the river from Tyddyn Sieffre but shot 
at about the place the farm lay in relation to the mountain. The Williams 
Family Site discussion of the Tywyn area says this:

Wherever you go in this area, Cadair Idris is there too. Its 
massive bulk of quiet dominance is due not so much to its height 
as to its extent, a great rolling heave of volcanic rock that runs for 
10 miles, dividing the old territory of Gwymedd form the lands 
of Powys. It rises sharply up above Dolgellau to descend in craggy 
steps to the sea in at Llwyngwril.

4. I found two glossaries of Welsh terms. The most authoritative of them (in 
my view) defines “Tyddyn” as “a small-holding, small farm; a building or 
dwelling.” I assume Sieffre or Sheffrey was the surname of the builder or 
previous-to-Pugh owner. I did not find it or any recognizable variant in 
the glossaries.

5. I was unable to find any information about David Pugh’s two other farms, 
said by Kline Pugh’s Welsh researcher to have been Diedre and Cloddio 
Byrrion. I suspect that they may have been adjacent to Tynnyd Sieffre and 
are now incorporated within it. It is still an operating farm, apparently, 
and large enough to be mentioned on present-day maps.

6. At the site Ancestry.com <www.ancestry.com> under the heading “Dic-
tionary of English Welsh Surnames:” p. 625 Pugh – Bapt. ‘Ap-Hugh’ 
(Welsh) i.e. ‘the son of Hugh’ of which an early form was Hew.” The entry 
goes on to say that the surname also appears as Aphew [in Wales] and 
eventually as Hughes [in England].

D. Before moving on to other findings, I’ll insert my analysis of DavidA Pugh of Wales 
here:

Kline Pugh estimates Lewis1 Pugh’s birthdate as “about 1674.” Although 
he does not provide the reasons for this estimate, I assume it comes from his 
Welsh researcher’s findings. The estimate does fit, also, what is known of Lewis 
after he arrived in Virginia, most-probably paying for his passage by serving a 
normal seven-year indenture. He married in 1704 (aged 30 according to Mr. 
Pugh’s estimate; two years after completing his indentured servitude according 
to mine).

If he was his father’s first-born, DavidA married his mother14 about 
1672 or 1673. If Lewis was the second-born (his brother David1 being the first), 
DavidA married about 1670, three years after his 1667 appearance on a tax list 
in Meironeth, Llangelynnin Parish. If of normal marriage age for a Celt living 

14  Tentatively identified as Elizabeth by Kline Pugh.
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in his own country,15 about 21-15, David was born in or before 1646.

E. At Ancestry.com, under the heading “Index to Marriages of Old Rappahannock & 
Essex Counties, Virginia,” a database compiled form Eva Eubank Wilkerson, In-
dex…1655-1900 (Richmond: Clearfield Co., 1953).16 No Pugh, Pew, Peugh, Peoghe, or 
Aphew was found. Data that may be relevant, however:

1697: Richard Covington married Ann Young, daughter of William 
Young

1739: Thomas Hawkins married Ann Covington, sister of Richard 
Covington. [If the “Index” was made from deeds and wills, as I suspect it was, 
this entry may reflect the marriage much earlier of Young Hawkin’s parents – and 
the given name “Young” descended through the Covington line, which gives us 
another possibility for the birth family of Willoughby’s first wife.]

1711: William Carroll married Rosamond Covington, widow and ex-
ecutrix of William Covington. [Arent’ there Rosamonds somewhere among the 
Pughs?]

1727: Sarah Covington, sister of Richard Covington, married John 
Smith. [A John Smith, possibly this one, was co-witness with Willoughby in 1746]

1847: Selina Gray, married John W. Dishman

1834: Salina Dishman married Hiram Gouldman

1842: Selina Noel married Thomas Vaughan

15  Scots, Irish, and Welsh living at home married at normal age (about 21 or so); 
in the New World, they tended to marry late (about 24-30, often as late as 35, after they had 
established themselves).

16  A copy of this book is at the North Carolina State Library, Genealogical Services 
Branch. I’ll look it up when I visit the library after the holidays and get photo copies of 
relevant pages – also of the introduction, which should tell us where the indexed information 
came from. Essex does not have surviving marriage registers for the period in question. 

F. At Ancestry.com, Virginia Marriages…”:

Selina Thomas to John H. Ballard, 16 Dec. 1829, Nelson County

Selina Seay to David Holt, 4 Dec. 1804, Amelia County

Selina Ann Bickens to John Edwards, 15 Mar. 1815, Orange County

Selina Snow to Joseph Lawson, 17 Feb. 1835, Orange County

Selina Poe to Richard Brooke, 18 Jan. 1808, Richmond County

Selina Harries to Nathan J. Barnett, 7 Nov. 1831, Nelson County

G. I also found evidence that Selina/Salina may have appeared also under the nickname 
“Sally,” which normally stands for Sarah. What I find interesting, however, is the fact 
that this rudimentary search indicates that the given name Salina followed the same 
general migration route as the Pughs did.

H. At Ancestry.com, “World Tree,” I found conflicting information about Young Hawkins. 
The “Trotter-Skiles Genealogy” entry says Young was the son of Thomas Hawkins, 
born 10 Aug. 1704 in St. Anne’s Parish, Essex County, and his wife Anne Covington, 
born 1718 in Essex County, and that Young was born in 1740. This Young, if his birth-
date is even close to accurate, was not the man associated with Willoughby Pugh. That 
Young sold land in 1747 and had to have been twenty-one or older to do so – he was 
born in or before 1726.

In a search for the given name Young, I found Young Landrum, said to have 
been born about 1730 in Amherst County, son of Samuel and Elizabeth “Betsy” 
Wortham of Essex.

I. At the Library of Virginia website, a search for Salina/Selina turned up nothing useful. 
A search for the given name Young, however: 

1774: Essex Wills and Administrations, Book 12: 584-588, Accounts for 
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Young Hawkins recorded 20 June 1774.

Also several entries connected to the 1758 will of Young Hawkins, Es-
sex Co.

And interestingly: 1771, Guardian Bond, 4 March 1772, Amherst 
County Will Book I.

END REPORT

A last-minute thought occurred to me as I was working with the book draft.
When Lewis and son John left for Wales in 1731, John was 27 and in the normal 

course of events would have been married and father of a few small children by then. When 
the family got together and gave the next-oldest son David their power-of-attorney in 1740 
he was about 34. I do not see adequate reasons for assuming that both John2 and David2 died 
without issue. Certainly, they died in Wales, but that doesn’t preclude their having had fami-
lies they left behind in Virginia. The fact that these two Pughs went haring off to Wales isn’t 
sufficient reason to assume they had no issue – John had special standing before the Welsh 
courts as Lewis’s oldest son and “Heir at law.” And when David went, he had special standing 
as oldest living son of Lewis and oldest brother of John (i.e., principal heir of both of them). It 
is possible, therefore, that the two “left over” Pughs (and possibly others who’ve been assigned 
to the others of Lewis’s sons) were, in fact, offspring of either John or David.

I am a little hung up on the Willoughby who married Martha Landrum and had a 
daughter Martha born in 1763. He is assumed to have been Willoughby2 but he could certain-
ly have been a son of David, born just before (or just after) David left for Wales.
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BACKGROUND:  See Report #1. Dr. Pugh also provided a CD with his compiled family 

notes in the Family Tree Maker program.
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book outline.
AUTHORIZED TIME & EXPENSE:  Overall project is open ended. This report is 

based on __ hours of work.
RESEARCH:  The work done during this segment of the project focused on digesting 

and analyzing client-supplied information (the Family Tree Maker CD and paper files pro-
vided prior to Report #1) and internet research conducted at the following sites (searching on 
surname Pugh and spelling variants Pew, Peugh, Peughe, Pue, and Peu): 

•	 Library of Virginia

•	 Ancestry.com (census)

•	 Genealogy.com (censuses not indexed at Ancestry.com and Family Web Pages)
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•	 GenWeb Archives sites of the Virginia counties of Nelson, Albemarle, Amherst, Or-
ange, Richmond, Essex, and Lancaster

•	 Virginia Historical Society (catalogue of holdings)

•	 National Union Catalogue of Manuscript collections.

Extensive notes were taken but they are not fully reported here. This report is designed 
to present problems discovered in the Pugh compilations and evidence on which I’ve based 
my conclusion that these are problems.

First.   Assuming that all the research findings related to Willoughby2, John3 the Elder, 
and Willoughby3 I conclude that the two younger Pughs were not Willough-
by2’s sons. I suspect that they were sons of David2 Pugh, Willoughby’s older 
brother. My reasons:

a. My best estimate right now is that John was born about 1736-1740 (i.e., ear-
lier than the 1742 birth date assigned to him, and before David left for Wales 
in 1740)

•	 John is said to have married about 1760. Normal marriage age for 
young Virginia men at the time (except those of German or Scots-Irish 
ancestry) was about 21-25. The “pattern” of Pugh marriages indicates 
that they habitually married when they were at least this old (some 
married even later).

•	 21-25 from 1761 is 1736-1740.

Note:  The Nelson County Personal Property Tax Books 
should be examined. They may tell us about when John1 was born 
(he was eligible to go off the poll-tax rolls at about 60-to-65 upon his 
petition to the local court).

b. John3 and Willoughby3 did “act like” brothers. John4’s account of having 
served in the military in North Carolina in place of his “cousin” (presum-
ably David Pugh of Burke County, NC) is also strong indicating that their 
respective fathers (John3 and Willoughby3) were brothers. (David Pugh does 

appear to have been Willoughby3’s son, although I believe a little more work 
in NC and SC may be needed to firm up that relationship.)

2.         I must assume that a diligent search has been made for gift deeds executed by 
Willoughby2 to either John3 or Willoughby3 and that the only one found was 
Willoughby2 to son Thomas.

a. The records related to Willoughby2 Pugh are entirely consistent with all of 
them having related to the same man, whose life as seen in the documents 
found so far is coherent whole. That life becomes muddled when the records 
are split between two Willoughbys. For example:

•	 Essex County, 1736-1749 (See Report #1). The Essex records were 
made by Willoughby2 --- Willoughby3 was still a minor.

Note: Nobody seems to have located Willoughby’s sale of the 
60 acres he bought in 1749 for Winifred Vawter/Vauter.1 The fate of 
the tract remains an open question that needs to be answered.

•	 Cumberland County, 1754 [probably c1750]—1760.

1 January 1754, son Young Pugh was born in Cumberland 
County, according to his Revolutionary War Pension Application 
(Mentioned in Tom Marshall’s research notes.)

About 1755, daughter Rosamund Pugh married Arthur 
Slaydon. [A Slaydon/Slayton website says they married in “Licking-
hole Twp  St. James Parish Goochland Virginia.”

Note: There were no townships in Virginia at that time, 
the parish was St. James Northam or St. James Southam, not “St. 
James”; and no specific date is given (as there would be, I think, 
if there were an entry in the parish register). I suspect that the 
young Slaydons did live for a time in the Lickinghole Creek area 

1  Essex Deed Book 24: 395; Tom Marshall research notes.
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of Goochland – Arthur is said to have been born in New Kent 
County, and research I’ve done on other families shows that a 
fairly large number of New Kent people did move to the Lick-
inghole area in the 1740s and 1750s. However, girls at that time 
married at the homes of their fathers, not in church or in their 
husbands’ home places.

In the spring of 1759, Willoughby was listed for Cumber-
land County taxes on 1 white poll (a white male aged 16 or older.)

Note: Because Willoughby himself was still of taxable 
age (he was about 48) and paid on only one poll, the tax lists 
shows that he had no sons born before about 1743. (I say “about” 
because men sometimes pug off reporting a 16-year-old son for a 
year or two).

In 1760, Willoughby “of Cumberland” bought 126 acres in 
Dale Parish, Chesterfield County.2

•	 Chesterfield County, 1761-1763
In 1761, son James was born in Chesterfield (according to 

his Rev. War Pension Application, apparently.)

The 1762 Chesterfield tax roll is reported as listing Wil-
loughby for 1 poll and Thomas Pugh for 1 poll.

Note: I have not seen this list but believe it should be 
re-examined. It seems to have been misunderstood. Thomas’ 
birthdate, according to Dr. Pugh’s compilation, is given as 1749. 
He cannot have been born that late and still have been sixteen 
or older in 1762 (i.e., he was born in or before 1746.) He should 
have been listed as part of Willoughby’s taxable household, not as 
a separate poll. Habitually, Virginians listed men under 21 in the 

2  Chesterfield Deed Book 5: 99; Tom Marshall research notes. 

household of parent, guardian, or employer/master. If Thomas 
was listed in his own name and household, he was born in or be-
fore 1741 and would have been about eighteen in 1759 (and thus 
taxable to Willoughby).

The Willoughby of this tax list is said to be Willoughby3 
by some of the researchers. If so, where was the older Willoughby, 
who was clearly in the county and clearly still of taxable age (51)? 
I see no reason at all (other than a strong desire) to deduce that 
the taxable Chesterfield male was the younger Willoughby.

If John the Elder was born when the compilations say he 
was (1742), he was 20 in 1762 and taxable. He was not men-
tioned on the Chesterfield tax roll, apparently. (I feel certain that 
his presence would have been reported by Tom Marshall if his 
name were on the list.)

If Willoughby3 was, indeed, born about 1736, he was 
about 26 in 1762, and there should have been two Willoughbys 
on the tax roll.

Also in 1762, land of Willoughby “Pew” was mentioned in a 
deed for a tract that adjoined that of Samuel Landrum.3

In 1763, Willoughby sold to Young Landrum the 127 [sic] 
acres he’d bought from Thomas Lacy in 1760.4

•	 [Goochland County, 1764-1766?].

In 1766, Willoughby bought 200 acres on Cub [aka Cubb] 
Creek in newly erected Charlotte Co. (formed from Lunenburg in 

3  Chesterfield Deed Book 5: 26; Tom Marshall research notes.
4  Chesterfield Deed Book 3: 505; Tom Marshall research notes.
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1764).5 [I suspect he’d moved onto this tract shortly after selling his 
Chesterfield land.]

In 1777, Willoughby’s land on Cubb Creek was mentioned 
in a Watson-to-Watson deed.6

In 1781, Willoughby petitioned the Charlotte court to be 
“exempted from paying Levies in the future.” At the same court, he 
petitioned for his son David to be exempted, also.7 [The wording 
“paying Levies” indicates that the petition related to poll taxes, not 
road-duty levies or militia-draft levies. Willoughby was 60 in 1781 
and eligible for relief from poll taxes and David was apparently men-
tally or physically handicapped.]

In 1785 Willoughby made a gift deed to son Thomas for 
land adjoining his own and that of Thomas Pugh, Alexander Sub-
lett, James Pugh, and William Watson.8

In 1786, Willoughby made his will.

In 1790, the will was probated.9

•	 The 1790 land tax shows James Pugh with 50 acres; Young Pugh with 
50 acres, Thomas Pugh with 100 acres, and Arthur Sladon with 200 
acres.

b. Aside from the 60 acres in Richmond County that Willoughby bought in 
1749 and does not appear to have sold, all of his land is accounted for in the 
deed to Thomas and devises to James and Young. There just isn’t enough left 
over for an unregistered deed to John3 and Willoughby3 (or for that matter, 

5  Charlotte Deed Book 1: 187; Tom Marshall research notes.
6  Charlotte Deed Book 3: 621; Tom Marshall research notes.
7  Charlotte Court Orders, Book 5:15; Tom Marshall research notes.
8  Charlotte Deed Book 5: 146; Tom Marshall research notes.
9  Charlotte Will Book 1: 431; Tom Marshall research notes.

to Samuel3, identified in Willoughby’s will as his son).

Note: I assume the Charlotte Wills and Administration vol-
umes have been thoroughly searched for Willoughby’s estate inventory 
and final settlement? (If not, this should be done.)

Data that may be relevant to the above question, but which needs to be fol-
lowed up with additional research on the Seamands/Simmons family:

•	 Richmond County, Va. Orders, 1729-1731, p. 31 [photocopy some-
where in the files, but I can’t find it again – this data is from my notes]: 
John Seamans debt versus David Pugh, dismissed, 5 March 1729-1730.

•	 Jeanne Mead to V. Watson Pugh, 1 Sept. 20000: Richmond Co. Deed 
Book 9, p. 561 [abstracted by Mead from microfilm]. 4 June 1739. 
Ephraim Seamans of Richmond Co., Parish of Lunenburg, to John 
McKonno, for 10,000 lbs. of good tobacco, a parcel of land containing 
50 acres, being part of a tract granted to Edward Lewis and formally 
purchased by Joseph Seamans of William Landman and bounded by 
lands of Thomas Walker, Walker’s Spring Branch, Lewis Richards’s 
Spring Branch, a swamp out of Totusky Creek. Signed his name. Wit-
ness: John Raynolds, William Biarkorby, Thomas Hutchinson.

Note: Ms. Mead remarks “This deed is significant in that it 
shows that Ephraim Seamans was probably a neighbor of William 
Landman, who may have been the same William Landman who 
married Elizabeth Pugh, daughter of Lewis and Anne.

•	 John Bailey Calvert Nicklin, St. Paul’s Parish Register (Stafford – King 
George Counties, 1715-1798 (publication data not given), 48; Mary Pew 
[married] Ephraim Simmons, 13 April 1740.

Note: Mary was not a daughter of Lewis1 Pugh. For one thing, 
her birth was not mentioned in the North Farnham Parish Regis-
ter; and for another, she was clearly alive when the Pughs appointed 
David to go to Wales but did not sign (and was not mentioned in 



Pugh Research Report ProGenealogists – Official Ancestry.com research firm• 222 • • 223 •

the documents related to David’s power of attorney. Tom Marshall 
suspected that Mary was John2 Pugh’s widow (she cannot have been 
David’s widow). His suspicion seems to be supported by the rest of the 
records itemized below.

•	 John Frederick Dorman. Caroline County, Virginia, Order Book, 1746-
1754; Part Two, 1748-1750 (Washington, DC: Dorman, 1968), 49. Oc-
tober Court, 1749; Ephrim Simons is appointed guardian to Wm. Pew, 
who with John Jeater his security acknowledged bond.

•	 Ibid., Part Three (1750-1752 (Published 1970), 52. 12 Dec. 1751, 
Ephrim Simmons ordered to pay witnesses for him in his suit against 
Simon Miller Jr.; the witnesses were William Blanton and William Pue. 
Charles Morgain witnessed for Miller.

Note: Ephraim and Mary Simmons/Seamonds moved from 
Caroline to Orange between 1751 and 1759. Thereafter they appear 
to have been associated with TWO young Pughs, William and Wil-
loughby. William remained in Caroline.

•	 John Frederick Dorman, Orange County, Virginia, Will Book 2: 1744-
1778 (Washington, DC: Dorman 1961), 59. 23 Aug. 1759. Buyers at sale 
of estate of Bent. Beasley included Ephraim Simands, Willoughby Pugh 
[sic], and John Ogg.

•	 Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Deed Abstracts of Orange County, Virginia 
(1759-1778)…(published 1986), 110 [DB 15: 166]. 21 Nov. 1769. 
Ephraim Semands of Orange County to William Pugh of Caroline 
County, for £15, 100 acres on north side of Camms Mountain bounded 
on Harvey’s, James Beazley, Ogg’s line…Witness: Wm. Bell, Edward 
Williams, John Bell. Recorded 25th Nov. 1769.

•	 Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Virginia County Court Records: order Book 
abstracts of Caroline County, Virginia, 1768-1770 (McLean, VA: The 
Ancient Press, 1991), 78 [p. 437 of original book]. 12 Oct. 1769: John 

Catlett appointed overseer of the road in room of [in place of] Wm. 
Pugh.

•	 [5 Oct. 1772. Jas. Douglas of Albemarle to John Pugh of Orange CO. 
for 13.15.0. 29 acres, part of survey made for James Douglas next to 
George Douglas Sr. & Edward Monzley, patented to James Douglas.]

•	 [5 Oct. 1772. Edwd. Mousley of Amherst Co. to John Pugh of Orange 
Co. for 13.15.0.92 acres head branch of Hickory, part of patent to Mou-
sley 12 May 1779. Adjoining George Douglas. Witness: Charles Yancey, 
John Henderson Joel Crawford, James Henderson, Joseph Roberts, 
Elijah Moran.]

•	 Sparacio, Deed Abstracts of Orange County…, 194. [DB 15: 482] 31 Jan. 
1777, Ephraim Semands and wife Mary of Orange County to Ephraim 
Semands Junr. Of Albemarle County, for £80, 260 acres at the north 
end of Cam’s Mountain bounded by the county line, Long Branch, 
William Pugh, John Ogg…Both Ephraim and Mary sign. Recorded 
25th Sept. 1777. Marginal note: Exd. & Deld to George Bingham Septr 
1784.”

•	 Ibid., 198. [DB 16: 515] 26 Mar. 1778. William Pugh and wife Mary 
of Caroline County to Alexander Ogg of Orange, for £15, 100 acres 
bounded by Henry Harvey, James Beasley, John Ogg. Both Sign. Re-
corded 26 Mar. 1778.

•	 Rev. Bailey Fulton Davis, The Deeds of Amherst County, Virginia, 1761-
1807 and Albemarle County, Virginia, 1748-1763 (publication data 
not given), 201. 19 Aug. 1782. Ephraim Seamands of Orange County 
to Matt. Harris of Amherst for £70, 78 acres at the head of the south 
branch of Rock fish on Marrowbone Mountain, part of a patent to 
Leonard Phillips 20 July 1768. Witness: Leonard Phillips Sr., Schuy-
lar Harris, Matt. Phillips, Leonard Phillips Jr., Thos. Matthews, David 
Phillips. (Ms. Mead speculates that this Ephraim was “Jr.” which seems 
logical to me.)
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•	 Kimberly Curtis Campbell, Caroline County, Virginia Court Records: 
Probate and Other Records from the Court Order and Minute Books, 
17811799 (Athens, GA: Iberian Publishing Co., 1999) 290. “Exempt 
from Paying the County Levy [poll taxes] April 1796: William Pugh.

Note: Assuming that William was at least sixty, he was born 
in or before 1736.  Also assuming that he was John2 Pugh’s son and 
Lewis’s grandson, he has to have been born in or before 1731 when 
John sailed for Wales.

Second. A problem has developed in the identification of James5 Pugh as father of 
Frederick Rutledge Pugh. The records examined so far confuse the relation-
ships among Frederick R. Pugh, James Pugh, Frederick M. Pugh, and Absolom 
Pugh.

c. 1850 U.S. census, Nelson County, Virginia (NARA microfilm M432, roll 913 
viewed at Ancestry.com), p. 296, taken 9 December, dwelling 1137, family 
1137:

James Pugh, 55, white, male, miller, no real estate, born VA 

 [born 1794-5]

Salina Pugh, 45, white, female, no occupation given, born 
VA 

 [born 1804-5]

Elizabeth Pugh, 20, white, female, no occupation given, 
born VA  [born 1830-1831]

Nancy Pugh, 18, white, female, no occupation given, born 
VA 

 [born 1832-1833]

Frederic Pugh, 24, white, male, laborer, born VA 

 [born 1825-1826]

Mary Pugh, 21, white, female, no occupation given, born 
VA 

 [born 1828-1829]

Nancy Pugh, 1, white female, born VA 

 [born 1848-1849]

Note: It has been assumed that 21-year-old Mary Pugh 
was another daughter of James and that Nancy was a grand-
daughter of undetermined parentage. This is not the case. The 
household configuration suggests (strongly) that Mary was Fred-
eric’s wife and Nancy was their daughter. This suspicion is con-
firmed by the 1840 census household of James Pugh.

1840 U.S. census, Nelson County, Virginia (NARA microfilm M74, 
roll 569 seen at Ancestry.com), p. 119. List is alphabetical to the first letter of 
the surname.

James Pugh:  1 white male 10-15 [born 1825-1830, clearly 
Frederic] 

      1 white male 40-50 [born 1790-1800, James]

      1 white female 5-10 [born 1835-1840, Nancy]

      1 white female 10-15 [born 1830-1835, 
Elizabeth]

      1 white female 30-40 [born 1800-1810, Salina]
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Note: There is no room in the household form Mary who 
would have been eleven in 1840 and certainly not out on her own.

d. Frederick Rutledge Pugh married Sarah Jane Wallace 23 March 1847 and 
by 1850 they had one child, a son named James Andrew Pugh. The Frederic 
in James’s 1850 household is entirely the wrong man, although Frederick R. 
Pugh’s father-in-law did live in the same general neighborhood as James:

1850 U.S. census, Nelson County, Virginia (NARA micro-
film M704, roll 569, seen at Ancestry.com), p. 291, dwelling 1059, 
family 1059:

Wallace, Andrew, 65, white, male, no occupation given, 
$500 in  real estate, born VA

Wallace, Elizabeth, 52, white, female, no occupation 
given, born  VA

Wallace, James, T., 20, white, female, hireling, born VA

Wallace, Andrew J., 18, white, male, laborer, born VA

e. Frederick Rutledge Pugh, identified only by the initial of his first name, but 
clearly the man who married Sarah Jane Wallace, was in Albemarle County  
in 1850:

1850 U.S. census, Albemarle County, Virginia (NARA 
microfilm M432, roll 932, seen at Ancestry.com), p. 278, folio 2, 
dwelling 1767, family 1767:

F. Pugh, 25, white, male, laborer, born VA

Sarah Pugh, 25, white, female, no occupation given, 
born VA

James Pugh, 2, white, male, born VA

Patrick Dunn, 30, white, male, laborer, born VA

John Goodow [?], 21, white, male, laborer, born VA

Thomas Pleasants, 21, white, male, laborer, born VA

Wesley Hamner, 20, white, male, laborer, born VA

William Foster, 21, white, male, laborer, born VA

Joseph Carroll, 27, white, male, laborer, born VA

Note: This household configuration suggest that Frederick R. 
had assembled a crew of farm workers who lived with and worked 
for him, possibly planting and harvesting for area landowners, All 
the men were white and all of the same general age – and their sur-
names suggest that they were the sons of neighbors of both James and 
Absolom.

Absolom, in fact, was enumerated eleven households from 
Fredericks:

1850 U.S. census, Albemarle County, Virginia (NARA 
microfilm M432, roll 932, seen at Ancestry.com), p. 278, folio 2, 
dwelling 1775, family 1775:

Absalum Pugh, 60, white, male, laborer, no real estate, 
born VA

Sarah Pugh, 60, white, female, no occupation given, 
born VA

No others in the household
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f. In 1860, however, James5 Pugh was living in the household of James Rut-
ledge Pugh in the immediate neighborhood of Andrew Wallace:

1860 U.S. census, Nelson County, Virginia (NARA microfilm M653, 
roll 1365, seen at Genealogy.com), Afton Post office, 

dwelling 602, family 602:

Andrew Wallace, 71 [sic], white, male, no real estate value, 
$10

 Personal property value, born Albemarle County

Cyrus C. Matthews, white, male, 19, no occupation given,--

William Henderson, white male, 20, no occupation given –

dwelling 607, family 607

Frederick R. Pugh, 24, white, male, merchant, no real estate, 
$2000 

 in personal property, born in Nelson County

Sarah J. Pugh, 37, white, female, born in Nelson County

James A. Pugh, 11, white, male, born Nelson County

William L. Pugh, 7, white, male, born Nelson County

Charles E. Pugh, 6, white, male, born Nelson County

Eliza J. Pugh, 4, white, female, born Nelson County

Mary E. Pugh, 1, white, female, born Nelson County

next page continuation of same household

James Pugh, 69, white, male, born Albemarle County

g. Absalom Pugh was still in Albemarle, along with two of the sons identified 
by Tom Marshall as being his (although their ages disagree with his esti-
mates) – and Frederick M. Pugh.

1860 U.S. census, Albemarle County, St. Anne’s Parish, Charlottes-
ville Post Office (NARA microfilm M653, roll 1331, seen at Genealogy.com)

p. 668, dwelling 1142, family 1142

Absalom Pugh, 70, white, male, laborer, no real estate, $25 
in personal  property, born VA

Sally W. Pugh, 29, white, female, born VA

A.C. Pugh, 29, white, male, overseer, no real estate, $30 in 
personal  property

Nancy J. Pugh, 24, white, female, born in VA

Edwin Pugh, 4, white, male, born VA

Sally J. Pugh, 2, white, female, born VA

p. 665, dwelling 1115, family 1099

Edwin A. Pugh, 26, white, male, overseer, no real estate, $20 
in  personal property, born VA

Mary P. Pugh, 19, white, female, born VA

Charles T. Pugh, 1, white, male, born VA
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William A. Pugh, 6/12 [6 months0, white, male, born VA

p. 665, dwelling 1038, family 1028

James Y. Good, 40, white, male, railroad agent, no real es-
tate, personal  property $150, born VA

The Good family

And: F. M. Pugh, 34, white, male, shoemaker, no real estate, 
no personal property, born VA

William Y. Carter, 27, white, male, born VA

Note: So if this was the Frederic who was in James Pugh’s 
1850 household, where are Mary and little Nancy? Did they die? Did 
the family break up? These questions need to be answered, of course, 
before we can conclude that Frederic and F. M. are the same man.

h. I tracked both Fredericks to 1870; both were in Nelson, but in different 
areas.

1870 U.S. census, Nelson County, Virginia (NARA microfilm M593, 
roll 1665, seen at Ancestry.com)

p. 339, Lovingston Township, dwelling 431, family 450

Pugh, Frederick M., 44, white, male, shoemaker, no real 
estate, $10 in  personal property, born VA

“    Martha E., 22, white, female, keeping house, born VA

“    James W., 1, white, male, at home, born VA [i.e., both 
Frederick M. and Frederick R. Pugh named their first sons James.
Wonderful!]

p. 475, Rockfish Township, dwelling 557, family 569

Pugh, F.R., 44, white, male, farmer, $3910 in real estate, 
$475 in  personal property, born VA

“    Sarah Jane, 46, white, female, keeping house, born VA

“    James A., 21, white, male, farm laborer, born VA

“    William L., 19, white, male, farm laborer, born VA

“    Charles E., 17, white, male, farm laborer, born VA

“    Eliza J., 15, white, female, at home, born VA

“    Mary E., 13 [sic], white, female, at home, born VA

“    Alice F., 11, white, female, at home, born VA

i. I then tracked Frederick M. to 1880 to see if he named his next son (or a 
later one) Absalom. He didn’t (and he didn’t name a daughter, at least not 
one born before 1880, Salina).

1880 U.S. census, Amherst County, Virginia (forgot to get NARA 
numbers, seen at Genealogy.com), Temperance District, New Glasgow Post 
Office [notation at bottom of page shows that Frederick lived in town]

F.M. Pugh, 56, white, male, boot & shoe maker…

Martha Pugh, 25, wife, white, female, …

James W. Pugh, 12, son, …

Edward Pugh, 8, son, …
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Clarrance Pugh, 4, son, …

No daughters in the household.

1880 U.S. census, Nelson County, Rockfish Township (NARA micro-
film T9, roll 1379, seen at Ancestry.com), Enumeration District 116, Super-
visors District 3, p. 317, folio 2, dwelling 8e, family 83: 

Pugh, Frederick, 54, farmer, head of household

Pugh, Sarah, 56, wife, keeping house

Pugh, James 31, son, teacher

Pugh, William, 29, son, farmer

[next page, p. 318, folio 1]

Pugh, Eliza, 23, daughter, at home

Pugh, Mary, 21, daughter

Pugh, Alice, 18, daughter

Pugh, Bettie, 21, daughter-in-law

Pugh, Lewis, 8, grandson

Pugh, John, 6, grandson

Herron, T. James, 25, son-in-law, laborer

All born in Virginia, all their parents born in Virginia

j. The 1890 census does not survive. I did not find Frederick R. or M. under 
any variant indexed as head of household in 1900. Clarence Pugh (aged 24, 
born May 1876) and his “brother” Edward O. Pugh (aged 28, born Septem-
ber 1871) were living together in Charlemont Township, Bedford County in 
1900. There were huge numbers of James Pughs in various Va. Counties – I 
did not investigate their households. Genealogy.com will not find anybody 
by searching on the given name, and Ancestry.com has no index at all for 
1900. Given the large number of Pugh households, it did not seem reason-
able to investigate all of them for a girl named Salina [wife of James] or 
Sarah [wife of Absalom] possibly born to Frederick M. after 1880 (Frederick 
R.’s wife Sarah Jane was 47 in 1880 so it is unlikely that she had any more 
children).

 Note: The questions, therefore, appear to be: Is it more likely that Frederick living 
in James’s 1850 household more likely to have been his son or his nephew? And 
is it more likely that James was living in 1860 with his sons or nephews? Or are 
we dealing with THREE Fredericks? Normal solutions to these questions are not 
going to work in this case.

•	 Both Frederick R. and Frederick M. arrived at taxable age (16) the same 
year, so the personal-property tax lists for Nelson and Albemarle aren’t 
going to do us any good – unless one of the Frederick’s middle name or 
initial was included (which is fairly unlikely but worth a search, just in 
case).10

•	 Neither James nor Absalom appear to have owned sufficient personal 
property to have warranted a court-ordered division among his heirs, so 
the court orders and will books of Nelson and Albemarle are unlikely to 

10  Tom Pugh’s compilation gives Frederick M.’s birth year as 1825 and gives birth 
of A. C. Pugh as 1826. Says Frederick M. was born with club feet and so took up shoemaking. 
Says a descendant of A. C. (source for the clubfeet story) has small leather wallet made by F. 
M. and inscribed with name of A.C. Certainly A. C. (Absalom C.) was Absalom’s son, and 
I suspect that the club foot or club feet were Absalom’s, which would explain the consistent 
absence of an occupation for him. I don’t see that a wallet made by F. M. stamped with A. C’s 
name proves that they were brothers, however.
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prove helpful.

•	 Couples married in the bride’s county of residence, to the groom’s, so the 
Nelson and Albemarle marriage records are unlikely to help distinguish 
between the two Fredericks. However, I do not see evidence in the file that 
the Albemarle marriage records were examined, and this should be done 
in case there is something there that will help.

•	 Given what appears to be Absolum’s invalidism (no occupation was ever 
given for him), it is possible that his son was apprenticed. The I believe the 
Albemarle court orders may help here—Frederick M. was clearly a shoe 
and boot maker, so if Absolum’s son was apprenticed to a shoemaker we’d 
have good evidence that Frederick M. belonged to him. This still wouldn’t 
attach Frederick R. to James because the 1850 census remains to contra-
dict such an assignment. We’d still have to find out who the Frederick who 
married Mary was.

•	 There is mention in Tom Marshall’s material of deeds by Absalom and 
two of his sons. No Frederick is mentioned as witness, but the records of 
all of the sons of Absalom should be found and examined in case one of 
the Fredericks is associated to one of them in the role of brother.

In any case, the Frederick problem needs to be resolved before any further work is 
done to try to locate the birth family of Salina Pugh. Her identity may be entirely irrel-
evant to your ancestry.

END REPORT

Research Report
HELEN F. M. LEARY, CG, CGL, FASG, FNGS

PUGH REPORT #3

DATE:   7 March 2004
SUBJECT:  Ancestry of Dr. V. Watson Pugh, Jr.
ADDRESSED TO:    Dr. V. Watson Pugh
   1618 Oberlin Road
   Raleigh, N.C. 27608
Dear Dr. Pugh:

I am enclosing an extensive report on the Pughs, which focuses chiefly on the tax lists 
and censuses. I’ve added a lot of notes to clarify all the statistics, but the tax lists just don’t give 
us enough information to decide whether Frederick r. Pugh was James’s so or Absalom’s (or, in 
fact, whether he was the son of one of the brothers).

I did the work in February (between sons) but have been meeting lecture-syllabus 
deadlines since returning to the office so was not able to write everything up and complete the 
census work until this week. I’d like to order the relevant volumes of Nelson County court or-
ders in microfilm from the Library of Virginia so I can read them as soon as they come in (it 
usually takes several weeks). The five-reel limit will cover Nelson’s court orders from 1808 to 
1868, so the period of our immediate interest will be included. (There are also court minutes 
beginning in 1814, but those reels do not circulate, so fi we need them, I’ll have to go back to 
Richmond.)

If you have any questions about the enclosed, I’ll try to answer them. I’ve collected 
some additional odds and ends of Pugh information while searching books here and in 
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Richmond, but the data doesn’t “fit” anywhere yet so I’ll hold onto them for now ad include 
them when they seem to make more sense in the larger Pugh picture.

Cordially, 
Helen F. M. Leary, CG, CGL, FASG, FNGS

PERSONAL PROPERTY TAX LISTS

NELSON COUNTY, VIRGINIA

Source: Auditor of Public Accounts, Personal Property Tax Books, Nelson County, 
1809-1845, Library of Virginia (LVA) microfilm reel 245. Data copied 20 & 21 February 2004 
by Helen F. M. Leary at the LVA, Richmond.

The lists are manuscript pages, usually with the headings only on the first page… [Those 
who were taxed were] listed alphabetically by the first letter of the surname. Although other 
things were taxed during the years I copied (carriage wheels, ordinary [inn] licenses, etc.) I found 
no Pughs were taxed on these items so left out the columns for them.

The Virginia legislature failed to pass a tax law for 1808, so no tax lists were created for 
that year; 1809 is the earliest list for Nelson. I did not have time on this trip to investigate lists for 
Amherst (from which Nelson was formed in 1807), which begin in 1782.

When working with alphabetical tax lists and censuses, we need to keep in mind that 
they were copied from original “field notes” and so there may be errors. (An example: see 1818 
list. One of the Elijahs—the one with a horse or mule but no white taxable or slaves—was un-
doubtedly Elizabeth and not Elijah.)

1809
Person responsible 

for the tax
White males 
above age 16

Blacks above 
age 16

Blacks aged 
12 to 16

Horses, 
mares, colts, 
Jack asses, 
mules, etc.

Elijah Pugh 1 0 0 2

John Pugh Senr 1 2 0 2
John Pugh jr 2 0 0 3

1 0 0 2

1810
Person responsible 

for the tax
White males 
above age 16

Blacks above 
age 16

Blacks aged 
12 to 16

Horses, 
mares, colts, 
Jack asses, 
mules, etc.

Jno Pugh jr 2 0 0 3
3 names

Jno Pugh Senr 1 2 0 2
Benj. Paine

1 0 0 2
Jno Pugh “(S. Frederick)”1 1 0 0 1

3 names
1 0 0 0

1 0 0 1
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1810 U.S. Census, Nelson County, Virginia (National Archives and Records Admin-
istration microfilm M252, roll 70. List is alphabetical to first letter of surname.)

p. 720 Elijah[4] Pugh1  1 white male 26-45 [born 1765-1784 and taxable]
 [son of John3”The Elder”] 1 white female under 10
    1 white female 16-26
    no slaves
 3 “P” names
 John Pugh  1 white male 16-26 [born 1784-1794 and taxable]
    1 white male 45 or over [born before 1765, see note 3]2

    1 white female 16-26
    1 white female 45 or over
    no slaves [sic]

 John Pugh jr.  1 white male 10-16 [born 1794-1800, not taxable]
    1 white male 16-26 [born 1784-1794, and taxable]
    1 white male 45 or over [born 1765, see note 1]
    1 white female under 10
    2 white females 10-16
    1 white female 16-26
    no slaves

These two John Pughs do not fit the “Descendants of John Pugh” compilation. 
John4 (John3, ___2, Lewis1) is said to have been born 18 Nov. 1762 and mar-
ried Sarah Morris 30 November 1789. He is also said to have had sons John (no 
birth date given, but probably ca. 1790-1791 if the oldest) William (no birth date 
given), Elijah Bell born 5 July 1808, James, born 1809, and Nelson, born 1810. At 
least Elijah (aged 2) and James (aged 1) should have been in one or the other of 
these households, but neither has a white male under 10.

The tax lists show payment by John Pugh “Jr.” for two polls. Both of these house-
holds include two taxable males (assuming the 45+ male was still taxable).

1  The superior number in brackets is my addition of the person’s “generation number” counting 
Lewis Pugh (son of David of Wales) as generation 1.

2  Born in or before 1765 and taxable unless over about 60 and had successfully petitioned the Nelson 
court for relief from poll-taxation.

One of these John Pughs may have been John son of Frederick who was taxed 
individually in 1810),but I suspect he was still living with his mother and was 
enumerated in Elizabeth’s census household. If so, “John Pugh” on p. 720 and 
“John Pugh” on p. 722 may have been duplicate entries for the same man. The 
censuses of this period were posted at the courthouse and other “public places” in 
the count for correction by the citizens. The entry with the slaves may have been 
John Sr.’s correction of the non-slave entry. This, of course, is entirely speculation 
at this point.

p. 721 Thomas[4] Pugh 1 white male 26-45 [born 1765-1784 and taxable]
 [son of John3”The Elder”] 2 white females 10-16
    2 white females 16-26
    1 white female 45 or over [sic; if wife, born say 1764]
    2 slaves

The slaves weren’t taxed to Thomas in 1810 (the list made …but were in Thomas’s 
1810 census household (the list “as of ” 6 August, the 1810 “census day”). Both 
were taxed to Thomas in 1811, however. Possibilities: (1) both were under 12 in 
spring 1810, arrived at age 12 by spring 1811 (unlikely); (2) Thomas acquired 
them between spring 1810 and August 1810 (more likely).

p. 722 William Pannell
 Solomon Putt
 James[4] Pugh  1 white male under 10
 [son of John3”The Elder”] 1 white male 26-45 [born 1765-1784 and taxable]
    3 white females under 10
    1 white female 26-45
    no slaves
 This was undoubtedly the James Pugh who was head of an 1810 (and later) tax 
household.

 Joseph[?] Pugh  1 white male 26-45 [born 1765-1784 and taxable]
 [son of ?]  no slaves
 John Paxton
 William Ponton
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 Elizabeth Pugh  2 white males under 10
 [widow of Fred’k3]   1 white male 10-16 [born 1794-1800]
    2 white males 16-26 [born 1784-1794 and taxable]
    1 white female under 10
    1 white female 16-26
    1 white female 45 or over
    no slaves

 John Pugh  1 white male 45 or over [see note 3 on p. 2]
    1 white female 16-26
    1 white female 45 or over
    3 slaves

Two slaves were taxed to John, one was not, so was probably under 12. John’s 
1827 estate inventory showed slaves Henry, Judy, and “young man” Abram (Nel-
son Will Book 3, p. 371; photo copy in Mead folder #2).

   
1811

Person responsible 
for the tax

White males 
above age 16

Blacks above 
age 16

Blacks aged 
12 to 16

Horses, 
mares, colts, 
Jack asses, 
mules, etc.

Thos. Pugh 2 1 0 2

Elizabeth Pugh 1 0 0 1
Jno Pugh “(son Fred.)” 1 0 0 0

a column of names
Jno Pugh Senr. 1 2 0 2

Thomas was the only white male in his 1810 household, so the poll on which he paid was 
not a son, apparently.

Elizabeth Pugh was not taxable herself so the poll in her household was one of her sons.

1812
Person responsible 

for the tax
White males 
above age 16

Blacks 12 to 
16

Blacks above 
16

Horses, 
mares, colts, 
Jack asses, 
mules, etc.

Thomas Pugh 1 0 1 2

 Pugh 1 0 0 0

1 0 0 2

Elizabeth Pugh 1 0 0 1
John Pugh “(s/o Fred.)” 1 0 0 0

Thomas Pugh “lost the extra white poll 1811-1812 but no new Pugh arrived on the tax 
list. Possibilities: (1) the other poll left to take a job with somebody else who paid his poll tax (2) 
he left the county entirely; or (3) the other poll was not a Pugh at all. Thomas has apparently sold 
one of the slaves.

I did not find John Senr. (the slave owner) on this list.

1813
Person responsible 

for the tax
White males 
above age 16

Blacks 12 to 
16

Blacks above 
16

Horses, 
mares, colts, 
Jack asses, 
mules, etc.

John Pugh 1 0 0 1
1 0 0 0

1 page of names
Jas. Pugh 1 0 0 0
5 names

Tho. Pugh 2 0 1 2
Absalom Pugh 1 0 0 0

Thomas is again paying on an extra poll, and he has sold the other slave. The pattern of 
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his slave ownership suggests that his wife’s father had recently died leaving her the two slaves, 
which Thomas promptly sold.

Elizabeth has gone off the tax list. Absalom (born about 1790 and about 23 by now, has 
finally come onto the tax list in his own name. It appears that Elizabeth was not paying on her 
sons promptly upon their arrival at age 16—she appears to have begun paying on Absalom in 
1811 when he was about 21.

I did not find John Sr. (the slave-owner) on this list; one of the two John’s listed was Fred-
erick’s son, the other was John Jr.

1814
Person responsible 

for the tax
White males 
above age 16

Blacks above 
age 16

Blacks aged 
12 to 16

Horses, 
mares, colts, 
Jack asses, 
mules, etc.

John Pugh 1 2 0 3
George Page

Robert Page [1813 list 
shows he owned a mill; 
James5 of Fredk. Was a 

miller.]
John Pugh jr. 2 0 0 1

Saml. Page
Wm. Page

Wm. Pannall
John Paxton
Edward Page
Betsey Pugh 1 0 0 1

John Pugh 1 0 0 1
Elijah Pugh 1 0 0 1

1 0 0 0
Absalom Pugh 1 0 0 0

1815
Date of 
listing2

Person responsible 
for the tax

White 
males 
above 
age 16

Blacks 
aged 12 

to 16

Blacks 
above 

16

Horses, 
mares, 
mules, 

etc.

No. of 
heads of 

cattle

Mch. 10 Jno. Pugh 1 0 2 3 8
Jno. Pugh Jr. 2 0 0 1 3
William Page
Robert Page
George Page

large number of other names
Apr 13 Betsey Pugh 1 0 0 2 0

Absalom Pugh 1 0 0 1 0
Jno. Pugh 1 0 0 0 0

Elijah Pugh 1 0 0 1 3
Edward Page

May 14 John Paxton
May 15 William Pannel
May 16 Jas. Pugh 1 0 0 0 2

next page
May 16 Jno. Pugh 1 0 0 1 0

Additional columns reflect the Federal Direct Tax of 1815 assessed in all U.S. counties. 

Elizabeth “Betsey” Pugh, Absalom Pugh, John Pugh (probably John “of Frederick” on the 
other lists) and Elijah Pugh (Elizabeth’s brother-in-law) were tax-listed on the same day, so were 
undoubtedly living near each other (Frederick’s sons possibly still living with their mother). A 
close neighbor was Edward Page (who I used as a “tracker” to try to locate people near each other 
on lists for which no date was given).
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1816
Date of 
listing

Person responsible 
for the tax

White 
males 
above 
age 16

Blacks 
aged 12 

to 16

Blacks 
above 
age 16

Horses, 
mares, 
colts, 
Jack 

asses, 
mules, 

etc.
Apr. 2 Jas. Pugh 1 0 0 0

Nicholas Page
George Page

Wm. J. Pannell
Edward Page

Apr. 5 John Paxton
Apr. 6 Elijah Pugh 1 0 0 1

Absalum Pugh 1 0 0 0
13 names

Apr. 23 Zach Pugh 1 0 0 0
John Pugh 1 0 2 3

several names
Apr. 26 John Pugh 1 0 0 0

numerous names
May 27 Betsey Pugh [last name on list] 1 0 0 1

Betsey hadn’t moved; she’d just reported her taxable late.

James Pugh of Frederick, if his 1850 age was the correct one, was born about 1795 and by 
1816 should have been taxed in his own name. He may have been the poll in Elizabeth’s house-
hold, but her son Frederick (who appeared in his own name in 1818) may have been Betsey’s 
1816 poll. If it does turn out that James is your ancestor, I’d suggest we investigate the tax lists of 
counties surrounding Nelson for this period. He may have gone out to work somewhere nearby 
but in Amherst or Albemarle (or, possibly, as far away as Botetourt, where there was a communi-
ty name “Salina”). If we can find out where he was when he met and married his wife, we would 
at least have a county to begin in.

1817 (List is too faint to read except for a few notations added in different ink. None read.

1818
Date of 
listing

Person responsible 
for the tax

White 
males 
above 
age 16

Blacks 
above 
age 16

Blacks 
aged 12 

to 16

Horses, 
mules, 

etc.

Mch. 15 Jno. Pugh 2 0 0 1
Jno. Pugh jr [?] 2 0 0 2

6 names
Zachariah Pugh 1 0 0 1

Wm. Pannall
Thos. Phillips

Absalom Pugh 1 0 0 1
Elijah Pugh [sic; I believe this is 

Elizah, miscopied when the list was 
alphabetized]

0 0 0 1

Frederick Pugh 1 0 0 0
James Pugh 1 0 0 0

Edward Page
Elijah Pugh 1 0 0 1

Elizabeth again not paying on a poll and Frederick has arrived on the list. If the pattern 
of her tax payments holds true, and if Frederick was the poll on which she began paying in 1814, 
Frederick was born about 1793—and we still have no news of the now-taxable James.
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1819
Date of list-

ing [I did not 
copy dates]

Person responsible 
for the tax

White 
males 
above 
age 16

Blacks 
above 
age 16

Blacks 
aged 12 

to 16

Horses, 
mares, 
colts, 
Jack 

asses, 
mules, 

etc.
Lewis Pugh 2 0 0 2

several names
Absolum Pugh 1 0 0 1

James Pugh 1 0 0 0
several names

John Pugh 2 0 0 2
several names

Elijah Pugh 1 0 0 1
John Pugh Senr 1 2 0 2

3 names
Zachariah Pugh 1 0 0 1
John Pugh junr. 1 0 0 1

1 name
Frederick Pugh 1 0 0 2

Elizabeth (“Betsey”) not taxed on the horse/mule/etc. she’d been consistently paying tax 
on, but Frederick now taxed on two of them-probably hers and his own. Still no news of James!

1820
Date of 
listing

Person responsible 
for the tax

White 
males 
above 
age 16

Blacks 
aged 12 

to 16

Blacks 
above 16

Horses, 
mules, 

etc.

Feb. 25 James Pugh 1 0 0 1
Mar. 27 James Pugh Senr 1 0 0 1
Apr. 24 John Pugh Junr 1 0 0 2

John Pugh Senr 1 0 2 2
May 19 John Pugh Junr “(Son of John 

Carpenter)”
1 0 0 0

John Pugh “(Carpenter)” 1 0 0 1
May 22 Absalum Pugh 1 0 0 0

Elijah Pugh 1 0 0 1
Edward Page

I didn’t find Frederick

James Pugh, son of Frederick, has finally appeared in his own name on the tax list! But 
brother Frederick has disspapeared. (Is it possible that James and Frederick were the same man?)

1820 U.S. Census, Nelson County, Virginia (National Archives and Records Administration 
microfilm M33, roll 130. List is alphabetical to first letter of surname.)

p. 197A  John Pugh  3 white males under 10
    1 white male 16-18
    1 white male 26-45 [born 1775-1794 and taxable]
    1 white male 45 or over [see note 5]3

    1 white female under 10
    1 white female 10-16
    1 white female 26-45
    no white female 45 or over
    2 persons engaged in agriculture

3  Born in or before 1775 and not taxable if over about 60 and petitioned (successfully) the Nelson 
County Court for poll-tax relief.
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    no slaves
 12 names

 Absalom Pugh 1 white male 18-26 [sic]
    1 person engaged in agriculture

 15 names

 Elijah Pugh  3 white males under 10
    1 white male 26-45 [born 1775-1794 and taxable]
    1 white female under 10
    1 white female 26-45
    1 person engaged in agriculture

 James Pugh  3 white males under 10
    1 white male 26-45 [born 1775-1794 and taxable]
    3 white females under 10
    2 white females 10-16
    1 white female 16-26
    1 white female 26-45
    1 person engaged in agriculture

James, still 26-45 in 1820 and 26-45 in 1810 was 36-45 in 1820 or born 
1775-1784.

 Alexander Patteen

 Absolum Pugh  2 white males under 10
    1 white male 26-45 [born 1775-1794 and taxable]
    1 white female 26-45
    1 person engaged in agriculture

 James Parrack
 
 Sarah Perry

 Elizabeth Pugh  1 white male 16-18 [born 1802-1804 and taxable]

    1 white male 18-26 [born 1794-1802 and taxable]
    1 white female 26-45

Sons Absalom, Frederick, and James are not in the household; none are heads 
of their own, so probably working somewhere and enumerated in a non-Pugh 
household (or in a Pugh household whose yonder men are not identified).

 John Pugh  1 white male under 10
    2 white males 10-16
    1 white male 16-18 [born 1802-1804 and taxable]
    1 white male 45 or over [see note 5, p. 9]
    1 white female under 10
    4 white females  16-26
    no white females 45 or over 

None of the Pughs listed slaves in their households [so it would appear that 
none of the John Pughs enumerated as heads of household was John “the elder”]

No Pughs in Albemarle County

1821
Date of 
listing

Person responsible 
for the tax

White 
males 
above 
age 16

Blacks 
aged 12 

to 16

Blacks 
above 16

Horses, 
mares, 
colts, 
Jack 

asses, 
mules, 

etc.
Mar. 26 Absolum Pugh 1 0 0 0

Elijah Pugh 1 0 0 1
Apr. 3 John Pugh Senr 1 0 0 1

Edward Page
Apr. 13 Jack Pugh [sic] 1 0 0 0

Frederick Pugh 1 0 0 1
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Zachariah Pugh 1 0 0 1
James Pugh [Jr.] 1 0 0 0

James Pugh [Sr. – see horse]
John Pugh “(Son of John Rockfish)” 2 0 0 2

8 names  
John Pugh “(Wheelwright)” 1 0 0 1

John Pugh Jun. 1 0 0 0
1820 census: 2 John Pughs; 1821 tax list: 5 John Pughs (including “Jack”) but none with 

[slaves].

1822
Date of 
listing

Person responsible 
for the tax

White 
males 
above 
age 16

Blacks 
aged 12 

to 16

Blacks 
above 16

Horses, 
mares, 
colts, 
Jack 

asses, 
mules, 

etc.
Mar. 12 John Pugh Junr 3 0 0 2

John Pugh Senr 1 1 2 1
Elijah Pugh 1 0 0 1

Zachariah Pugh 1 0 0 1
John Pugh “(Son of Frederick)” 1 0 0 1

Absolum Pugh 1 0 0 0
Frederick Pugh 1 0 0 0

James Pugh [Sr. – see horse] 1 0 0 1
William Pannel

James Pugh Junr 1 0 0 0
John Paxton

Three John Pughs again, and Sr. paying on slaves again.

1823
Date of 
listing

Person responsible 
for the tax

Column 
for white 

males 
above 16 
is not on 
this list

Blacks 
aged 12 

to 16

Blacks 
above 16

Horses, 
mares, 
colts, 
Jack 

asses, 
mules, 

etc.
Apr. 5 Elijah Pugh 0 0 1

John Pugh “the elder” 1 2 1
Apr. 10 Zachariah Pugh 0 0 1

John Pugh “(Son of John the elder)” 0 0 2
James Pugh ‘Sr. – see horse] 0 0 1

Frederick Pugh 0 0 1
May 25 Jack Pugh 0 0 1

1824
Date of 
listing

Person responsible 
for the tax

White 
males 
above 
age 16

Blacks 
aged 12 

to 16

Blacks 
above 16

Horses, 
mares, 
mules, 

etc.
Apr. 2 Jack Pugh 1 0 0 0

Zachariah Pugh 1 0 0 1
John Pugh Junr 3 0 0 2

John Pugh “the Elder” 1 0 3 1
Elijah Pugh 1 0 0 1

Apr. 7 Absolum Pugh 1 0 0 0
Apr. 8 Lewis Pugh [son of ___?] 1 0 0 0

Frederick Pugh 1 0 0 0
James [sic] Pugh “(Son of Frederick)” 1 0 0 0

William Pannal
Apr. 10 James Pugh [Sr. – see horse] 1 0 0 1

John Paxten
Apr. 17 John Pugh “Bent Creek” 1 0 0 0
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1825
Date of 
listing

Person responsible 
for the tax

White 
males 
above 
age 16

Blacks 
aged 12 

to 16

Blacks 
above 16

Horses, 
mares, 
mules, 

etc.
Apr. 1 Zachariah Pugh 1 0 0 1

Crauford Prichet
John Pugh “the Younger” 1 0 0 1

John Pugh Junr 2 0 0 2
John Pugh “the Elder” 1 1 2 1

Elijah Pugh 1 0 0 1
Apr. 8 Edward Page

James Pugh Jun. 1 0 0 0
Apr. 17 Moses Pugh [Morris?] 1 0 0 0

Frederick Pugh 1 0 0 0
John “(s/o Frederick)” 1 0 0 0

Lewis Pugh 1 0 0 0
Apr. 18 James Pugh [Sr.] 1 0 0 1

William Pannel

1826
Date of 
listing

Person responsible 
for the tax

White 
males 
above 
age 16

Blacks 
aged 12 

to 16

Blacks 
above 16

Horses, 
mares, 
asses, 
mules, 

etc.
Feb. 12 John Pugh “(Son of John)” 2 0 0 2
Feb. 13 Lewis Pugh 1 0 0 0

Alexander Pattern
John Paxton

Feb. 16 Wm. Pannell
Apr. 1 John Pugh “the Elder” [sic] 1 0 3 1
Apr. 8 James Pugh [Jr. – no horse (unless Sr. 

sold the horse]
1 0 0 0

Apr. 15 Edward Page
May 9 John Pugh “(Son of Frederick)” 1 0 0 0

Frederick in James’s 1850 household born this year (aged 24 in 1850); birthplace Va. In 
1860.

Frederick R. Pugh in Albemarle 1850 born the previous year (8250 (aged 25 in 1850); 
birthplace “Nelson” in 1860.
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1827
Date of 
listing

Person responsible 
for the tax

White 
males 
above 
age 16

Blacks 
aged 12 

to 16

Blacks 
above 16

Horses, 
mares, 
colts, 
Jack 

asses, 
mules, 

etc.
Mar. 17 John Pugh “son of John” 3 0 0 2

Elijah Pugh 1 0 0 1
John Pugh “the Elder” 1 0 3 0

James Pugh [Jr.] 1 0 0 0
Mar. 27 John Pugh 1 0 0 0
Apr. 14 Elijah B. Pugh 1 0 0 0
Apr. 16 Wm. Pannel

1828
Date of 
listing

Person responsible 
for the tax

White 
males 
above 
age 16

Blacks 
aged 12 

to 16

Blacks 
above 16

Horses, 
mares, 
colts, 
Jack 

asses, 
mules, 

etc.
Apr. 9 John Pugh Junr 1 0 0 1

Apr. 10 John Pugh 2 0 0 2
James Pugh 2 0 0 0
Elijah Pugh 1 0 0 1
John Paxton

Apr. 11 Wm. Pannell

1829
Date of 
listing

Person responsible 
for the tax

White 
males 
above 
age 16

Blacks 
aged 12 

to 16

Blacks 
above 16

Horses, 
mares, 
colts, 

mules, 
etc.

Apr. 11 Moses Pugh 1 0 0 0
George M. Perry

John Pugh 2 0 0 2
Thomas Pugh 1 0 0 0
James Pugh 1 0 0 0

John Pugh “(R.G.)” 1 0 0 1
Apr. 18 William Perry
May 8 John Pugh 2 0 0 1

Elijah Pugh 1 0 0 0

1830
Date of 
listing

Person responsible 
for the tax

White 
males 
above 
age 16

Blacks 
aged 12 

to 16

Blacks 
above 16

Horses, 
mares, 
colts, 
Jack 

asses, 
mules, 

etc.
Mar. 26 Wm. Pennell

James Pugh 1 0 0 0
Mar. 29 Nancy Page

John Paxton
James Page

Apr. 15 John Pugh Sr. 2 0 0 1
Elijah Pugh 1 0 0 1

John Pugh Jr. 1 0 0 0
Thomas Pugh [son of ___?] 1 0 0 0

Nelson Pugh 1 0 0 0
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Morris Pugh 1 0 0 1
Frederick Pugh 1 0 0 0

John (S. to Fredk) 1 0 0 1

1830 U.S. Census, Nelson County, Virginia (National Archives and Records Administration 
microfilm M19, roll 196. List is alphabetical to first letter of surname.)

p. 119  Nancy A. Page
  Sally Page

  James Pugh 1 white male under 5 [born 1825-1830]
  [James Jr.] 1 white male 40-50 [sic—born 1780-1790 and taxable]
    2 white females under 5
    1 white female 20-30

With three children born between 1820 [1825] and 1830, allowing about 2 years 
between children and about a year between marriage and birth of the oldest 
child, it appears that James married about 1825, but the census doesn’t tell us, of 
course, whether Frederick was the oldest child born or just the oldest who sur-
vived to adulthood. The youngest female was Elizabeth aged 20 in James’s 1850 
household; the other is unidentified (but was not the Mary Pugh in James’s 1850 
household—that lady was not born until about 1839.

William Pannell

3 names

John Pugh 3 white males [born 1800-1810 and taxable]
  [last name  1 white male 70-80 [born 1750-1760, probably not taxed]

  on page] 1 white female 15-20
    2 white females 20-30
    1 white female 30-40

p. 120  Ann Pugh 1 white male 70-80
  [first name 1 white female 70-80
  on page] 1 white female 90-100 [born 1730-1740]

If this is Anne widow of John Pugh “The Elder,” who was born before 1740, which 
adds some support to our thesis that John himself was also born before 1740.

If the younger man and woman were her children (and we can assume that at 
least one of them was) John and Anne married before 1760.

I note that John Pugh “The Elder” was not head of a census household in 1820, 
although he was clearly alive at that time. I’ve read all the “P” surnames for Nel-
son and Albemarle, 1820, without finding them, so must assume that John and 
Anne were living in a non-Pugh household (i.e., most probably the household of 
a married daughter). The only married daughter we know about so far was Mary 
“Polly” who married John Chewning 18 Feb. 1799. See 1810 census report below. 
I didn’t find them in 1820 or 1830, but in any case, they were too young to be the 
70-80 year-olds in Anne’s 1830 household.

1810 U.S. Census, Albemarle County, Virginia (National Archives and Records Ad-
ministration microfilm M252, roll 66, p. 18, Fredericksville district.)

 John Chewning 1 white male under 10
    1 white male 26-45 [-45 in 1830]
    1 female under 10
    1 female 26-45 [-45 in 1830]
    1 slave

I also read the entire 1820 Nelson census looking for any household in which 
there were two white males 45 or over (John the elder and the son in Anne’s 1830 
household) and two white females 45 or over (Anne and the lady with her in 
1830) and at least three slaves. I found only one: William Dickson, 2 white males 
45 or over; 2 white females 16-26; 2 white females 45 or over; 11 slaves.

So – It looks like John and Ann were simply missed.

 Elizabeth Pugh  2 white males 20-30 [born 1800-1810, taxable]
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    1 white female 40-50 [born 1760-1770]
    1 white female 60-70 [born 1760-1770]

Elizabeth’s two youngest sons were still living with her, but both were of taxable 
age.

 John Pugh  1 white male under 5
    1 white male 10-15
    1 white male 300-40 [born 1790-1800, taxable]
    2 white females under 5
    3 white females 5-10
    1 white female 30-40

John (probably “John of Frederick”) also had a youngster born during the period 
Frederick R. Pugh was born. John does not appear to have been investigated as 
possible father, and I see no identification of John’s children in your file.

 Elijah Pugh

1830 U.S. Census, Albemarle County, Virginia (National Archives and Records Administra-
tion microfilm M19, roll 197. List is alphabetical to first letter of surname.)

p. 278 Lewis Pugh  3 white males under 5
    2 white males 20-30 [born 1800-1810, taxable]
    1 white female 20-30
    1 white female 50-60
 Not son of Frederick

1831 - Nelson
Date of 
listing

Person responsible 
for the tax

White 
males 
above 
age 16

Blacks 
aged 12 

to 16

Blacks 
above 16

Horses, 
mares, 
colts, 
Jack 

asses, 
mules, 

etc.
Mar. 21 John Pugh 2 0 0 1

Nelson Pugh 1 0 0 0
Mar. 23 Wm. Pannel

1 0 0 0
Frederick Pugh 1 0 0 0

John Paxton

1832
Date of 
listing

Person responsible 
for the tax

White 
males 
above 
age 16

Blacks 
aged 12 

to 16

Blacks 
above 16

Horses, 
mares, 
colts, 
Jack 

asses, 
mules, 

etc.
Apr. 12 Nelson Pugh 1 0 0 1

John Pugh Sr. 1 0 0 1
3 names (including Wm. Panell Sr.)

Frederick Pugh 1 0 0 0
I did not find James or Absalom
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1833
Date of 
listing

Person responsible 
for the tax

White 
males 
above 
age 16

Blacks 
aged 12 

to 16

Blacks 
above 16

Horses, 
mares, 
colts, 
Jack 

asses, 
mules, 

etc.
Apr. 12 Nelson Pugh 1 0 0 1

John Pugh 1 0 0 1
James Pugh 1 0 0 0

Nancy Page

1834
Date of 
listing

Person responsible 
for the tax

White 
males 
above 
age 16

Blacks 
aged 12 

to 16

Blacks 
above 16

Horses, 
mares, 
colts, 
Jack 

asses, 
mules, 

etc.
March 25 John Pugh 1 0 0 1

several names
Elijah Pugh 1 0 0 0

Nelson Pugh 1 0 0 0
Apr. 9 James Pugh 1 0 0 0

several names – Nancy Page

1835
Date of 
listing

Person responsible 
for the tax

White 
males 
above 
age 16

Blacks 
aged 12 

to 16

Blacks 
above 16

Horses, 
mares, 
colts, 
Jack 

asses, 
mules, 

etc.
Apr. 8 James Pugh 1 0 0 0

Frederick Pugh 1 0 0 0
William Page
Nelson Pugh 1 0 0 1

Apr. 27 John Pugh 1 0 0 1
Elijah B. Pugh 1 0 0 1
Saml. M. Page

Nancy Page

1836
Date of 
listing

Person responsible 
for the tax

White 
males 
above 
age 16

Blacks 
aged 12 

to 16

Blacks 
above 16

Horses, 
mares, 
colts, 
Jack 

asses, 
mules, 

etc.
Apr. 16 Nelson Pugh 1 0 0 1

John Pugh 1 0 0 1
Nicholas Page
Wm. Pannel Jr.
Saml. Pannel

Wm. Pannel Sr.
James Pugh 1 0 0 0
Wm. Page
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1837
Date of 
listing

Person responsible 
for the tax

White 
males 
above 
age 16

Blacks 
aged 12 

to 16

Blacks 
above 16

Horses, 
mares, 
colts, 
Jack 

asses, 
mules, 

etc.
Mar. 20 Elijah Pugh 1 0 0 1

John Pugh 1 0 0 1
Nancy Page…

James Pugh not found

1838
Date of 
listing

Person responsible 
for the tax

White 
males 
above 
age 16

Blacks 
aged 12 

to 16

Blacks 
above 16

Horses, 
mares, 
colts, 
Jack 

asses, 
mules, 

etc.
Mar. 20 Elijah Pugh 1 0 0 1

John Pugh 1 0 0 1
Nelson Pugh 1 0 0 1

…Nancy Page
James Pugh 1 0 0 0

Wm. Pannel Sr. & Jr.
Saml. Page

1839 – Nelson
Person responsible 

for the tax
White males 
above age 16

Blacks 12 to 16 Blacks above 
16

Horses, mares, 
colts, Jack 

asses, mules, 
etc.

Wm. Pennal
1 0 0 1

1 0 0 1

1 0 0 0
Wm. Pannell [sic]

James Pugh 1 0 0 0
1 name

Listing date is not given
Source: Auditor of Public Accounts, Personal Property Tax Books, Albemarle County, 

1836-1841, Virginia State Library (LVA) microfilm reel 10. Data copied 20 & 21 February 
2004 by Helen F. M. Leary at the LVA, Richmond. Albemarle County was divided into two 
districts, listed as A and B. In each annual list, I checked both A and B, but found Pughs only in 
list B.

1839 – Albemarle (B)
Person responsible 

for the tax
White males 
above age 16

Blacks 12 to 16 Blacks above 
16

Horses, mares, 
colts, Jack 

asses, mules, 
etc.

Morris Pugh 1 0 0 1
Absalom Pugh 1 0 0 1

John Pugh 1 0 0 1
1 0 0 0
1 0 0 0
1 0 0 0

This is Frederick son of Frederick
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1840 – Nelson
Person responsible 

for the tax [printed forms 
hereafter]

White males 
above age 16

Blacks 12 to 16 Blacks above 
16

Horses, mares, 
colts, mules

John Pugh Sr. 1 0 0 0
1 0 0 1

Littlepage Profett
3 names

James Pugh 2 0 0 0
Nancy Page

1840 – Albemarle (B)
Person responsible 

for the tax [printed forms 
hereafter]

White males 
above age 16

Blacks 12 to 16 Blacks above 
16

Horses, mares, 
colts, mules

Morris Pugh 1 0 0 1
Frederick Pugh 1 0 0 0

Absalum Pugh & son 2 0 0 2
Lewis Pugh 1 0 0 0

John Pugh & son 2 0 0 1
Nicholas Pugh 1 0 0 0
Hezekiah Perry

1840 U.S. Census, Nelson County, Virginia (National Archives and Records Administration micro-
film M704, roll 569. List is alphabetical to first letter of surname.)

p. 72 Elijah B. Pugh 2 white males under 5
    2 white males 5-10
    1 white male 20-30
    1 white male 30-40
    1 white female under 5
    1 white female 30-40
    0 slaves 
    Total in household 8
    2 persons engaged in agriculture, none in other enterprises

 John Pugh  2 white males 30-40
    2 white males 70-80 80-90 [born 1760-1770 1750-1760]
    1 white female 40-50
    0 slaves
    Total in household 5
    2 persons engaged in agriculture, none in other enterprises
     
 Nelson Pugh  2 white males under 5
    2 white males 5-10
    1 white male 30-40
    1 white male 60-70 [born 1770-1780]
    1 white female 5-10
    1 white female 30-40
    1 white female 60-70
    0 slaves
    Total in household 9 [sic]
    2 persons engaged in agriculture [sic], none in other enterprises

 William Pugh
 Saml Pannell
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 John Pugh  1 white male 10-15
    1 white male 40-50
    1 white female 5-10
    1 white female 10-15
    1 white female 30-40
    0 slaves
    Total in household 5
    2 persons engaged in agriculture, none in other enterprises

James cannot have been 40-50 in 1830 and still 40-50 in 1840 unless he was born 
in the year 1790. He was listed for tax on a 16+white male in the spring of 1840, 
but the youngster in his household was enumerated as under 15 as of 1 June 1840 
(the 1840 “census day”). The Pughs simply will not leave records that track with 
each other!

 
 Benj Pannell
 Elizabeth Pannell
 William Pannell 
   
1840 U.S. Census, Nelson County, Virginia (National Archives and Records Administration 
microfilm M704, roll 569. List is alphabetical to first letter of surname.)

p. 154 John Pugh  1 white male 10-15
    1 white male 20-30 [son of John, according to tax lists]
    1 white male 40-50
    2 white females 10-15
    1 white female 15-20
    1 white female 50-60
    0 slaves
    Total in household 7
    2 persons engaged in agriculture, none in other enterprises
 
 10 “P” names
 
 Morris Pugh  [information white and not copied in Xerox for this abstract]

 Ab. Pugh  [2 white males between 0-10 missing on page, see comment above]
    2 white males 10-15
    1 white male 15-20
    1 white male 60-70
    1 white female 40-50
    0 slaves
    Total in household 7
    3 persons engaged in agriculture, none in other enterprises

Absalom began paying on an extra poll in 1840, listed as “Son” – the 15-20 year old.

 Lewis Pugh  3 white males 10-15
    1 white male 50-60 
    2 white females under 5
    1 white female 5-10
    1 white female 30-40
    1 white female 70-80
    0 slaves
    Total in household 9
    4 persons engaged in agriculture, none in other enterprises
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1841 – Nelson
Person responsible 

for the tax
White males 
above age 16

Blacks 12 to 16 Blacks above 
16

Horses, mares, 
colts, mules

Elijah B. Pugh 1 0 0 1
Nelson A. Pugh 1 0 0 2
John Pugh Sr. 1 0 0 0

Charles S. Page
Samuel M. Page

Nancy Page
next page

James Pugh 1 0 0 0
Elizabeth Pannel

1841 – Albemarle (B)
Person responsible 

for the tax
White males 
above age 16

Blacks 12 to 16 Blacks above 
16

Horses, mares, 
colts, mules

Frederick Pugh 1 0 0 0
Absalum Pugh & Sons 3 0 0 2

John Pugh & Son 2 0 0 2
Nicholas Pugh 1 0 0 0

Only one of Absalom’s sons was above 16 in 1840 census; by 1841, one of the two boys 
10-15 had turned 16 (i.e., born about 1825).

1842 – Nelson
Person responsible 

for the tax
White 
males 
above 
age 16

Blacks 
12 to 16

Blacks 
above 

16

Horses, 
mules, 
colts

Met-
alic[?] 
Clocks

Other 
Watches 

(not 
gold)

John Pugh Jr. 1 0 0 1 0 0
Nelson Pugh 1 0 0 2

Benj. Pannell Sr.
James Pugh 1 0 0 0 0 0

Benjamin Pannell Jr.

Source: Auditor of Public Accounts, Personal Property Tax Books Albemarle County, 
1836-1841, Virginia State Library (LVA) microfilm reel 10. Data copied 20 & 21 February 
2004 by Helen F. M. Leary at the LVA, Richmond.

1842 – Albemarle (B)
Person responsible 

for the tax
White 
males 
above 
age 16

Blacks 
12 to 16

Blacks 
above 

16

Horses, 
mules, 
colts

Met-
alic[?] 
Clocks

Other 
Watches 

(not 
gold)

Morris Pugh 1 0 0 1 0 0
Frederick Pugh [Sr ?.] 1 0 0 0 0 0

Absolem Pugh 1 0 0 0 0 0
Lewis Pugh “(of Woods Jr. [?])” 

[blot]
1 0 0 0 0 0

John Pugh & Son 2 0 0 1 0 0
Elijah B. Pugh 1 0 0 1 0 0

Edmond Page Jr.
Nicholas Pugh 1 0 0 0 0 0

Henry W. Pugh “(H.J. Harris)” [s/o 
Absalom]

1 0 0 0 0 0

Absalom is no longer paying taxes on any “sons.” New Pugh was Henry W., still no Fred-
erick unless the original Frederick Sr. (son of Frederick) had died or left and Absalom’s son had 
taken his place.

1843 – Nelson
Person responsible 

for the tax
White males 
above age 16

Blacks 12 to 16 Blacks above 
16

Horses, mules, 
& colts

Nelson Pugh 1 0 0 1
John Pugh Sr. 0 0 0 1
Samuel Pannal

Benj. Pannal Senr
James Pugh 2 0 0 0

Benj. Pannal jr.
Benj. Pannal (s/o Benj.)

John Pugh Jnr. 1 0 0 0

James again paying on an extra poll (Frederick?). Both Fredericks taxable on 1842.
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1843 – Albemarle (B)
Person responsible 

for the tax
White males 
above age 16

Blacks 12 to 16 Blacks above 
16

Horses, mules, 
& colts

Morris Pugh 1 0 0 1
Frederick Pugh 1 0 0 0
Absalom Pugh 1 0 0 0

Lewis Pugh 1 0 0 0
John Pugh & Son 2 0 0 2

Elijah B. Pugh 1 0 0 2
Nicholas Pugh 1 0 0 1

Edmond Page & Son
Edmond Page Junr

None of Absalom’s sons on the tax list, and he’s paying on only one poll!

1844 – Nelson
Person responsible 

for the tax
White males 
above age 16

Blacks 12 to 16 Blacks above 
16

Horses, mules, 
& colts

Lewis Pugh 2 0 0 1
Ann Page

Benj Pannell
John Pannell

Benj. Pannell Jr.
James Pugh 2 0 0 0
Nelson Pugh 1 0 0 2
John Pugh Jr. 1 0 0 1

John Pugh Senr. 1 0 0 0
Nelson Philips

The Lewises have multiplied. One in Albemarle, one in Nelson paying on two polls.

1844 – Albemarle (B)
Person responsible 

for the tax
White males 
above age 16

Blacks 12 to 16 Blacks above 
16

Horses, mules, 
& colts

Morris Pugh 1 0 0 1
Friderick Pugh 1 0 0 0
Absolem Pugh 1 0 0   

2
John B. Pugh [s/o Absalom] 1 0 0 0

John Pugh 1 0 0 1
Elijah B. Pugh 1 0 0 1

Nicholas W. Pugh 1 0 0 1
Edward Page & son

large number of names
James F. Pugh [s/o Absalom] 1 0 0 1

William H Pugh [s/o 
Absalom]

1 0 0 0

1845 – Nelson This supposed to be the last year on the reel. If it’s there, I failed to copy it.

1845 – Albemarle (B)
Person responsible 

for the tax
White males 
above age 16

Blacks 12 to 16 Blacks above 
16

Horses, mules, 
& colts

Morris Pugh 1 0 0 0
Frederick Pugh 1 0 0 0
Absalom Pugh 1 0 0 0

John Pugh 1 0 0 1
Elijah B. Pugh 1 0 0 1

Nicholas W. Pugh 1 0 0 0
James F. Pugh 1 0 0 0

William H. Pugh 1 0 0 2
Edward Page & son

Source: Auditor of Public Accounts, Personal Property Tax Books Nelson County, 
1846-1850, Virginia State Library (LVA) microfilm reel 246. Data copied 20 & 21 February 
2004 by Helen F. M. Leary at the LVA, Richmond.
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1846 – Nelson
Person responsible 

for the tax
White males 
above age 16

Blacks above 
16

Blacks 12 to 16 Horses, mules, 
& colts

Nelson Pugh 1 0 0 1
1 0 0 1
1 0 0 1
2 0 0 1

James Pugh 1 0 0 1

James no longer paying tax on an extra poll. His son Frederick (whichever one he was) is 
not listed in either Nelson or Albemarle. Ditto for Absalom’s Frederick.

1846 – Albemarle (B)
Person responsible 

for the tax
White males 
above age 16

Blacks above 
16

Blacks 12 to 16 Horses, mules, 
& colts

Frederick Pugh 1 0 0 0
Absolum Pugh 1 0 0 0

“Jno: B & C” Pugh 2 0 0 0
Elijah B. Pugh 1 0 0 0

William H. Pugh 1 0 0 2
Edward Page
Robert Page

1847 – Nelson 
Person responsible 

for the tax
White males 
above age 16

Blacks above 
16

Blacks 12 to 16 Horses, mules, 
& colts

Nelson Pugh 1 0 0 1
1 0 0 1

3 0 0 1

1847 is the year Frederick R. Pugh married in Nelson County.

1847 – Albemarle (B) 
Person responsible 

for the tax
White males 
above age 16

Blacks above 
16

Blacks 12 to 16 Horses, mules, 
& colts

Frederick Pugh 1 0 0 0
Absalom Pugh 1 0 0 0
Elijah B. Pugh 1 0 0 0

William H. Pugh 1 0 0 0
Edward Page
Robert Page

1848 – Nelson
Person responsible 

for the tax
White males 
above age 16

Blacks above 
16

Blacks 12 to 16 Horses, mules, 
& colts

Nelson Pugh 1 0 0 1
Frederick Pugh 1 0 0 0

Benjamin Pennel
William Pennel

James Pugh 1 0 0 0
Henry Pugh [s/o Absalom] 1 0 0 0

1848 is the probable year that the Frederick in James’s 1850 Nelson Co. household mar-
ried (their daughter Mary was 1 in 1850).

[Handwritten note: line drawn to Frederick Pugh with note state 1st appears in own 
household after marriage.]

1848 – Albemarle (B)
Person responsible 

for the tax
White males 
above age 16

Blacks above 
16

Blacks 12 to 16 Horses, mules, 
& colts

John Pugh 1 0 0 0
Absalom Pugh 1 0 0 0

Nicholas Pugh “(Dr Massie)” 1 0 0 0
1 0 0 0

William H. Pugh 1 0 0 1
John M. Pugh 1 0 0 0
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1849 – Nelson
Person responsible 

for the tax
White males 
above age 16

Blacks above 
16

Blacks 12 to 16 Horses, mules, 
& colts

Nelson A. Pugh 1 0 0 1
next page

James Pugh 1 0 0 0
Elizabeth Pannel

Benjamin Pannel Jr.
William Pannel
Samuel Pannel

Benjamin Pannel Sr.
Frederick R. Pugh 1 0 0 1
Samuel M. Page

Absalom C. Pugh [s/o Abs.] 1 0 0 0
John W. Page

next page
John B. Pugh [s/o Absalom] 1 0 0 2

Absalom’s sons were turning up in Nelson in the 1840s; Henry W. (1848), John B. and 
Absalom C. (1849) – possibly Frederick R. also (1849)?

Absalom himself was in Nelson as late as 1823 but disappears from the Nelson lists after 
that. I should, of course, have noted that fact immediately and searched the Albemarle lists for 
that period to see when he turned up there. If he was in Albemarle 1825-1827, he cannot have 
been father of Nelson-born Frederick R. Pugh. (I will see if I can order the correct reel of micro-
film or go back to Richmond to check it.) But this still doesn’t get Frederick R. as son of James. 
Were [whited out words] Fredericks? (See remarks above re: John of Nelson’s 1830 household.)

1849 – Albemarle (B)
Person responsible 

for the tax
White males 
above age 16

Blacks above 
16

Blacks 12 to 16 Horses, mules, 
& colts

John Pugh 1 0 0 0
Absolum Pugh 1 0 0 0
Nicholas Pugh 1 0 0 0

Elijah B. Pugh & Son 2 0 0 0
William H. Pugh ([some-

thing illegible])
1 0 0 0

John M. Pugh 1 0 0 1

1850 – Nelson
Person responsible 

for the tax
White males 
above age 16

Blacks above 
16

Blacks 12 to 16 Horses, mules, 
& colts

Absalom C. Pugh [s/o Abs.] 1 0 0 0
Next page

Nelson A. Pugh 1 0 0 2
4 names

Henry Pugh [s/o Absalom] 1 0 0 0
4 names

John B. Pugh [s/o Absalom] 1 0 0 0
Benjamin Pannel
Elizabeth Pannel
William Pannel

James Pugh 1 0 0 0
William Pinkerton

Frederick R. Pugh 1 0 0 0

Tax lists made up in March-May; “census day” 1 June; actual enumeration date for Fred-
erick R. in Albemarle Co. 10 November. He appears to have moved from Nelson to Albemarle 
and set up his work crew between spring and fall (i.e., for planting or harvesting seasons, or both)

1850 – Albemarle (B)
Person responsible 

for the tax
White males 
above age 16

Blacks above 
16

Blacks 12 to 16 Horses, mules, 
& colts

Jno. Pugh 1 0 0 0
A. B. Pugh 1 0 0 0

Nicholas Pugh 1 0 0 1
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Elijah B. Pugh 1 0 0 1
William H. Pugh 1 0 0 0

Edmund Page

1850 U.S. Census, Nelson County, Virginia (National Archives and Records Administration mi-
crofilm M432, roll 963. List is in order of the families visited. All persons were white and born in 
Virginia unless noted otherwise. “Census day” 1 June. Enumeration dates vary.

p. 229B, Dwelling 146/family 146 Nelson Woody, 28, overseer, no real estate
     Elizabeth Woody, 23
     Amanda Woody, 20
     Charles J. Pugh, 19, student, can read/write

p. 230A, dwelling 154/family 154 Nelson Pugh, 40, farmer, no real estate, cannot read/write
     Lucy Pugh, 40, no occupation given, cannot read/write
     Sarah Pugh, 17, can read/write
     Preston Pugh, 15, at school
     George Pugh, 13, [school not marked]
p. 230B [continuation of family]  Joseph Pugh 10 [school not marked]
     Benjamin Pugh, 7
     Betsey Pugh, 3
     William Pugh, 2
     Mary Pugh, 4/12
     Nancy McClure, 80, $200 value of real estate, can read/write
     [Nelson Pugh’s probable mother-in-law]

   dwelling 158/family 158 John M. Pugh, 48, overseer, no real estate, cannot read/write
     Arametta Pugh, 36 no occupation given, can read/write

p. 245A, dwelling 360/family 360 William B. Tinner, 37, farmer, $3800 value of real estate
     Louisa A. K. Tinner, 37, no occupation given
     William J. Tinner…
     Elviar R. Gibson, 5
     Absalom C. Pugh, 27, hireling, can read/write

p. 245B, dwelling 366/family 366 Henry W. Pugh, 31, farmer, no real estate, can read/write
[son of Absalom, b. 1818-1819] Elizabeth Pugh, 30, no occupation given, cannot read/write
     George W. Pugh, 8, at school
     Mary M. Pugh, 5
     Absalom J. Pugh, 1
     H. S. Lewis, 23, peddler
 
p. 290B, dwelling 1045/family 1045 John Pugh, 25, shoemaker, no real estate, can read/write
     Adaline Pugh, 23, no occupation given, can read/write
     Sarah Pugh, 5
     Clifton Pugh, 3
     William A. Pugh, 1

     dwelling 1047/family 1047 James F. Pugh, 33, teacher, no real estate, can read/write
[son of Absalom, b. 1816-1817]  Jane Pugh, 33, no occupation given, can read/write
     John J. Pugh, 9, at school
     James A. Pugh, 6, at school
     Willie A. Pugh, 2
     Clifton Pugh, 21
p. 293, dwelling 1084/family 1084 Henry Quick, 24, hireling
     Alexander Pugh, 16, laborer, can read/write
     John Carter, 20, hireling
     James Wallace, 20, hireling

     Lawrence Walker, 25, hireling

p. 293, dwelling 1092/family 1092 Wilson F. Masayes[?], 36 farmer
     Mary A., 31, [Pugh? Dau. of Elizabeth?]
     Children: Edwin A., Martha A., Frances E.,
     Elizabeth Pugh, 62, born Virginia, no occupation
      can read/write [born about 1788]

p. 294B, dwelling 1097/family 1097 Thomas Pugh, 65, farmer, no real estate
     D. Pugh, 50, white, female, no occupation given,  

       can read/write
     William Pugh, 80, no occupation given, can read/write

      “Pauper & F[illegible]” [born about 1770]
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   dwelling 1100/family 1100 John Robertson, 67, farmer
     …[family not copied]
     John Pugh, 19, hireling, can read/write

p. 296A, dwelling 1137/family 1137 [enumeration date: 9 December]
     [For some reason this family is whited out on the Xerox copy.]

     E. T. Kidd, 38, overseeing, no real estate, $40 in personal estate,  
      born in Nelson County, cannot read/write
     Eliza J. Kidd, 29, born in Nelson County, cannot read/write [sic]
     Frederick P. Kidd, 8, born in Nelson County, [so Elizabeth   
     married ca. 1851 before Nelson began collecting    
      parental data for marriage licenses in 1853.]
     Lucy J. Kid, 7, born in Nelson County
     Distimonia Kidd, 5, born in Nelson County
     Rhoda A. Kidd, 3, born in Nelson County

I tracked E. K. Kidd to 1870 to see whether Eliza named a daughter Salina and if so  what 
her middle initial was. Kidd’s 1870 wife, Jane, “looks like” a second wife (Eliza J. would 
have been 39 or 40 in 1870), but Jane could read/write (as could James’s daughter Eliza-
beth), and Eliza’s middle initial was J. My conclusion: she was the same lady - Elizabeth, 
Eliza J., Jane. 

1870 U.S. census, Albemarle County, Virginia [I did not take full particulars]
  E. T. Kidd, 49, Farmer, $0 real estate, $25 personal property, born VA, cannot read/write
  Jane Kidd, 45, keeping house, born VA, can read/write
  Frederick Kidd, 19, farm hand
  Lucy Kidd, 17, at home
  Martha Kidd, 15
  Roda Kidd, 14
  John Kidd, 10
  Lorena Kidd, 8, Female
  Robert Kidd, 6
  James Kidd, 4
  Amelia Kidd, 1

Also: 1860 U.S. census, Nelson County, Farbers Mill P.O., dwelling 1100/family 1100
  John M. Pugh, 58, laborer, no real estate, 460 in personal property, born Nelson
   County, [I didn’t copy whether he could read/write.]
  Armetta Pugh, 38, born Nelson County
  Thomas Pugh, 54, [sic – he was 65 in 1850, should be 75 in 1860], $500 in real  
   estate,  $60 in personal property, born in Nelson County
  Dicey Pugh, 64, born in Nelson County

And: 1860 U.S. census, Albemarle County, Sam Miller Township, (NARA microfilm 
M653, roll 1331), dwelling 1142, family 1126

  Absalom Pugh, 70, laborer, no real estate, $25 personal property, cannot read/ 
   write

  Sally W. (or N.) Pugh, 29, cannot read/write
  A.C. Pugh, 29, overseer, no real estate, $30 personal property, can read/write
  Nancy J. Pugh, 24, can read/write
  Edwin Pugh, 4
  Sally J. Pugh, 2

Compare this household with son, daughter-in-law, and grandchildren with 
James’s 1850, which has the same configuration.

I checked A. C. in 1870 briefly to see if Absalom was living with 
him. He wasn’t, but A. C.’s age was 42, not 39 as it should have been, 
based on his 1860 age.

1850 U.S. Census, Albemarle County, Virginia (National Archives and Records Administration 
microfilm M432, roll 932.) Unless stated otherwise, all Pughs were white, all were born in Vir-
ginia (county not stated). Whether literate or not is not checked.

p. 251A, dwelling 1356/ family 1356 E. B. Pugh, 46, no occupation given, no real estate,  
       can read/write

     Sally Pugh, 45, no occupation given
     Nelson Pugh, 18
     John Pugh, 16
     Henry Pugh, 12
     Jane Pugh, 14
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     Silas Pugh, 10
     Sally Pugh, 8
     James Pugh, 7
     Mary Pugh, 4
     David Pugh, 1

p. 269B, dwelling 1640/family 1640 Nicholas W. Pugh, 35, farmer, no real estate can read/write
     Winifred Pugh, 26
     Elizabeth Pugh, 4
     Edward Pugh, 3
     Elizabeth Pugh, 60, no occupation given, no real estate,
      cannot read/write [did everybody marry Elizabeth?]
   dwelling 1641/family 1641 James Graves, 60, farmer
     Susan Graves, 60
     Martha Graves, 23
     Austin Graves, 18
     John Pugh, 25, no occupation given, can read/write

p. 278A, swelling 1767/family 1767 F. Pugh, 25, laborer, no real estate, can read/write
[enumeration date: 10 November] Sarah Pugh, 25, no occupation given, can read/write
 [F.R. born 1824-1825,   James Pugh, 2
  According to his age here] Patrick Dunn, 30, laborer, can read/write
     John Goodson, 21, laborer, can read/write
     Thomas Pleasants, 21, laborer, can read/write
     Wesley Hamnet, 20, laborer, can read/write
     William Foster, 21, laborer, can read/write
     Joseph Carrall, 24, laborer, can read/write
     [Absalom Puth’s wife was a Carroll/Carroll]

p. 278B, dwelling 1775/family 1775 Absalom Pugh, 60, laborer, no real estate, cannot read/write
     Sarah Pugh, 60, cannot read/write
     [no others in household]

Source: Auditor Accounts, Personal Property Tax Books, Nelson County, 1851-1852, Virginia 
State Library (LVA) microfilm reel 654. Data copied 20 & 21 February 2004 by Helen F. M. Leary 

at the LVA, Richmond. All columns not copied. I included only those related to Pugh property 
(e.g., slave columns omitted).

1851 – Nelson
Person responsible 

for the tax
White males 
above age 16

Blacks above 
16

Blacks 12 to 16 Horses, mules, 
& colts

Nelson A. Pugh 1 0 0 2
Henry W. Pugh 1 0 0 0

Littlepage R. Proffitt
large number of “P” names

John B. Pugh 1 0 0 0
William Pannell

2 names
John M. Pugh 1 0 0 1

Several Pannells
James Pugh 1 0 0 0

Frances F. Powell
large number of names

next page ca. ½ way down
Frederick R. Pugh 1 0 0 1

Although Frederick R. had returned to Nelson, he clearly didn’t move in with James.

Source: Auditor Accounts, Personal Property Tax Books, Albemarle County, 1851, 
Virginia State Library (LVA) microfilm reel 379. Data copied 20 & 21 February 2004 by Helen 
F. M. Leary at the LVA, Richmond. All columns not copied. I included only those related to Pugh 
property (e.g., slave columns omitted).

1851 – Albemarle (B)
Person responsible 

for the tax
White males 
above age 16

Blacks above 
16

Blacks 12 to 16 Horses, mules, 
& colts

John Pugh 1 0 0 0
Ab. Pugh 2 0 0 0

Nicholas Pugh 1 0 0 1
Elijah B. Pugh 1 0 0 1
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William H. Pugh 1 0 0 0
John M. Pugh 1 0 0 0

James M. [sic] Pugh 1 0 0 0

1852 - Nelson
Line 

number
Person responsible 

for the tax
Free 

males 
above 16

White 
males of 
21 years 
of age

Horses, 
mules, 
colts.

Cattle

2 Henry Pugh 1 1 0 0
6 Nelson A. Pugh 2 1 2 22
8 John B. Pugh 1 1 0 0
9 Frederick R. Pugh 1 1 0 6

10 Benj. Pannell Jr.
11 Benj. Pannell Sr.

James Pugh not found on list
Source: Auditor Accounts, Personal Property Tax Books, Albemarle County, 1852-

1854, Virginia State Library (LVA) microfilm reel 380. Data copied 20 & 21 February 2004 by 
Helen F. M. Leary at the LVA, Richmond. 

1852 – Albemarle (B)
Line 

number3

Person responsible 
for the tax

Free 
males 

above 16

White 
males of 
21 years 
of age

Horses, 
mules, 
colts.

Cattle

Absolum Pugh 2 1 0 0
Elijah Pugh 1 1 1 0

Nicholas Pugh 1 1 0 0
William H. Pugh 1 1 0 0

Ed Page jr.
Ed Page senr
N. Pugh [?] 1 1 1 0
Wm. Pugh 2 2 1 0
next page

A. C. Pugh 1 1 2 8

Source: Auditor Accounts, Personal Property Tax Books, Nelson County, 1853-1858, 
Virginia State Library (LVA) microfilm reel 655. Data copied 20 & 21 February 2004 by Helen 
F. M. Leary at the LVA, Richmond. 

1853 – Nelson
Line 

number
Person responsible 

for the tax
Free 

males 
above 

16

White 
males of 
21 years 
of age4

Horses, 
mules, 
colts.

Cattle Clocks Other 
Watches 

(not 
gold)

4 John Pugh 1 1 0 0 0 0
5 Nelson Pugh 1 1 1 27 1 0
7 Frederick Pugh 1 1 0 0 0 0
8 John W. Pace

I did not find James

1853 – Albemarle (B)
Line 

number
Person responsible 

for the tax
Free 

males 
above 

16

White 
males of 
21 years 
of age5

Horses, 
mules, 
colts.

Cattle Clocks Other 
Watches 

(not 
gold)

Wm. M. Pugh 1 1 0 0 0 0
John A. Pugh 1 1 0 1 0 0

Robt. Page
next page

Absalom Pugh 3 2 1 2 0 0
Elijah Pugh 1 1 1 1 0 0

William Pugh 1 1 0 0 0 0
Nicholas Pugh 1 1 1 14 1 0
Edward Page
William Page

I stopped reading Albemarle tax lists here.
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1854 – Nelson
Line 

number
Person responsible 

for the tax
Free 

males 
above 

16

White 
males of 
21 years 
of age

Horses, 
mules, 
colts.

Cattle Clocks Other 
Watches 

(not 
gold)

19 Frederick M. Pugh 1 1 0 2 0 0
20 Nelson A. Pugh 1 1 1 17 0 0

1 1 0 2 0 0
1 1 1 15 0 0

large number of names
next page

22 Samuel M. Page
23 Frederick Pugh 1 1 0 2 0 0
24 James A. Pannell
25 Elizabeth Pannel
26 Benjamin Pannell

I found no James Pugh

1855 – Nelson
Line 

number
Person responsible 

for the tax
Free 

males 
above 

16

White 
males of 
21 years 
of age

Horses, 
mules, 
colts.

Cattle Clocks Other 
Watches 

(not 
gold)

10 Nelson A. Pugh 1 1 2 16 0 0
large number of names

next page
18 James Pugh 1 1 0 1 0 0
19 Frances F. Powell
20 Frederick Pugh 1 1 0 1 0 0
21 James Panel

next page

Andrew J. Parr
3 James Pugh 1 1 0 1 0 0

Jno W. Pace
Wm. Pannel

6 Nicholas Pugh 1 1 1 17 1 0
Charles Pugh 1 1 0 0 0 0

13 Henry W. Pugh 1 1 0 1 0 0
 
1856 – Nelson

Line 
number

Person responsible 
for the tax

Free 
males 
above 

16

White 
males of 
21 years 
of age

Horses, 
mules, 
colts.

Cattle Clocks Other 
Watches 

(not 
gold)

20 Nelson A. Pugh 1 1 2 18 1 0
28 Robert Page
29 Frederick R. Pugh 1 1 0 3 0 0
30 Frances T. Powell

next page
4 John H. Pugh 1 1 0 0 0 1
5 Nicholas Pugh 1 1 1 8 0 0

21 1 1 0 0 0 0
27 Absolum Pugh [Absolum 

C.]
1 1 0 2 0 0

30 Henry Pugh 1 1 0 1 0 0

1857 – Nelson
Line 

number
Person responsible 

for the tax
Free 

males 
above 

16

White 
males of 
21 years 
of age

Horses, 
mules, 
colts.

Cattle Clocks Other 
Watches 

(not 
gold)

3 James Pugh 1 1 0 0 0 0
4 Benj. Pannel
5 James Pannell
6 Frederick Pugh 1 1 0 5 1 0
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7 John H. Pugh 1 1 0 0 1 0
8 Nicholas W. Pugh 1 1 0 13 1 0
9 Nelson Pugh 1 1 2 20 0 0

10 John Pugh 1 1 0 0 0 0
11 James M. Pugh 1 1 0 0 0 0
27 Absolam Pugh [Absalom 

C.]
1 1 1 0 0 0

28 Franklin Powell
29 John Pugh “exempt” 1 0 0 0
30 Robert Page

1858 – Nelson
Line 

number
Person responsible 

for the tax
Free 

males 
above 

16

White 
males of 
21 years 
of age

Horses, 
mules, 
colts.

Cattle Clocks Other 
Watches 

(not 
gold)

2 Nelson Pugh 1 1 2 20 0 0
21 John H. Pugh 1 1 0 0 0 1
22 Nicholas Pugh 1 1 1 16 0 1
24 Wm. Pannel
25 Wm. Pannel Jr.
28 James Pugh 1 1 0 0 0 0
29 James Pannel
30 Frederick R. Pugh 1 1 0 0 0 0

next page
18 John Pugh 1 1 2 6 0 0

next page
9 Henry Pugh 1 1 1 0 1 1

Source: Auditor Accounts, Personal Property Tax Books, Nelson County, 1859-1863, 
Virginia State Library (LVA) microfilm reel 656. Data copied 20 & 21 February 2004 by Helen 
F. M. Leary at the LVA, Richmond. 

1859 – Nelson
Line 

number
Person responsible 

for the tax
Free 

males 
above 

16

White 
males of 
21 years 
of age

Horses, 
mules, 
colts.

Cattle Clocks Other 
Watches 

(not 
gold)

19 John H. Pugh 1 1 0 0 1 1
20 Frederick Pugh 1 1 0 4 1 1
22 Nelson Pugh 2 1 3 22 1 0
23 Nicholas W. Pugh 1 1 1 2 1 0
24 George W. Pugh 1 1 1 2 1 0
25 James Pugh 1 1 0 3 0 0

next page
30 Frederick R. Pugh 1 1 0 0 0 0
8 John Pugh 0 0 1 0 0 0

14 Henry W. Pugh 1 1 0 0 1 0

1860 – Nelson
Line 

number
Person responsible 

for the tax
Free 

males 
above 

16

White 
males of 
21 years 
of age

Horses, 
mules, 
colts.

Cattle Clocks Other 
Watches 

(not 
gold)

24 John H. Pugh 1 1 0 0 1 1
next page

6 Nicholas W. Pugh 1 1 1 8 1 0
7 Nelson Pugh 1 1 3 2 1 0

10 James Pugh line is blank [ex-
empt?]

11 Frederick R. Pugh 1 1 0 0 0 0
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1861 – Nelson
Line 
no.

Person responsible 
for the tax

White 
males 

21

Horses, 
mules, 
colts.

Cattle Sheep Hogs Clocks Other 
watches 

(not 
gold)

5 John H. Pugh 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
31 Wm. Pannel Sr.
32 Nelson A. Pugh 1 3 8 8 20 1 0

1 name
next page

1 Frederick R. Pugh 2 1 3 0 3 1 1
3 George M. [W.?] 

Pugh
1 0 1 0 7 1 0

James Pannel
5 Nicholas Pugh 1 1 3 0 8 1 0

I found no James 
Pugh

Although I’d planned to continue until I was sure James was dead, I was “bumped off” 
the microfilm reader I was using – the LVA has a rule that one can use a reader for two hours 
unmolested, after which one must give it up to a newcomer if all the readers are busy. Then, one 
goes to the end of the list and waits for somebody else’s two hours to expire. Because my eyes (and 
patience) were about to give out anyway, I decided to head for home.

END REPORT

(Footnotes)

Research Report
HELEN F. M. LEARY, CG, CGL, FASG, FNGS

PUGH REPORT #4

DATE:  8 December 2004

SUBJECT:  Ancestry of Dr. V. Watson Pugh, Jr.

ADDRESSED TO:    Dr. V. Watson Pugh

   1618 Oberlin Road

   Raleigh, N.C. 27608

BACKGROUND:  In previous reports, we identified two beaks in the chain of relationships 
between Lewis Pugh, of Merionethshire, Wales and the present-day Pughs of Raleigh, North 
Carolina. The evidence found to date indicates persuasively that 1) Frederick R. Pugh was not 
the son of James and Salina Pugh of Nelson County, as had been thought, and 2) neither John 
Pugh “the Elder” nor his probable brother Willoughby Pugh Jr. were sons of Willoughby Pugh 
Sr. Data collected by previous Pugh researchers proved that Mary Pew, mother of William 
Pugh (and possibly other children not identified in the records) married Ephraim Seamands/
Simmons in St. Paul’s Parish (Stafford or King George County, Virginia) on 13 April 1740. 
William and any other children of the widow Mary Pugh, therefore, can be expected to turn 
up near Ephraim Seamans/Simmons and/or his children. (I undertook the search of Albe-
marle tax lists with this in mind.)

COMMISSION:  Continue research.

AUTHORIZED TIME & EXPENSE:  40 hours.
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SUMMARY OF RESEARCH FINDINGS:  It seems more likely than not, at this point, that 
John the Elder, Willoughby Jr. and William were brothers, as had been supposed, but that 
they were not sons of Willoughby Sr. but of his oldest brother, John, who had gone with their 
father, Lewis to Wales in 1734 to claim an inheritance due Lewis from his father. At a Pugh 
family meeting in Richmond County, Virginia, on 1 September, 1740, Lewis’s widow Ann and 
his remaining children executed a power of attorney to the next-oldest Pugh son to pursue the 
inheritance farther, presumably in the Welsh law courts. In any case, David, too, left for Wales; 
never to return to Virginia. The dates of all these events are important. We know that Mary’s 
deceased husband had to have been John because she knew she was a widow when she mar-
ried Ephraim—and, David did not leave Virginia until after September 1740, by which time 
Mary had already remarried. In October, 1740, Ephraim was appointed guardian to William 
Pugh. Although the record of this appointment does not name William’s father, the implica-
tion all of these records taken together is that Ephraim, as Mary’s new husband and William’s 
new step=father, wanted to exercise his right to control William’s property (assuming that 
William was John’s oldest son, which seems likely, William had inherited his father’s estate 
– and it was this estate that Simmons was empowered by the court to manage for the child.) 
If we find that John and Willoughby Jr. were closely associated with either William Pugh or 
Ephraim Simons, the association will be strong supporting evidence that John and Willough-
by were also sons of John2 Pugh.

ITEMIZED RESEARCH FINDINGS:

1. ALBEMARLE COUNTY RECORDS RELS 8 & 9, PERSONAL PROPERTY TAX 
BOOKS, 1782-1807

1782 DISTRICT 1 Thomas Jefferson was taxed in this district, so it included 
Monticello

Simmons [Seamans], William one white male [I didn’t copy cattle, horses, etc.]

No Pugh in the district

- DISTRICT 3 – no Pugh or Simmons

- DISTRICT 4 – no Pugh

 Simmons, Ephraim, 1 white male

 Simmons, Joel, 1 white male

- DISTRICT 5 – no Pugh or Simmons

- DISTRICT 7 – Ditto

- DISTRICT 8 – no Pugh or Simmons

1783: whole-county list
Simmons, William, 1 white male, one slave
No Pugh, no Ephraim Simmons

1784: whole-county list
No Pugh – 
Ephraim Simmonds, 1 white male
no Joel Simmons
William Simmonds, 1 white male

1785: Charlottesville –area district
Nathan Pugh, 1 white male
Ephraim Simmons, 1 white male

1786: Charlottesville-area district
Thomas Jefferson…
Ephraim Simmonds, 1 white male
Joel Simmons, 1 white male
Nathan Pew, 1 white male and nothing else

1787: whole county-Nathan Pugh/Pew is gone
Ephraim Simmonds Jr., no white males
William Simmonds, no white males
Micajah Simmonds, no white males

St. Anne’s Parish – Thomas Jefferson in this district
No Pugh

Fredricksville Parish
Carrols – Mary and Susannah
And Simmands, Ephraim, 2 white males, – and Ephraim Jr. 1 white male

1789: Fredricksville Parish
David and Mary Carroll, heads of separate tax households, each with 1 white male
No Pugh
Ephraim Semands, Jr. & Sr., 1 white male each

790: whole county
No Pugh
Ephraim Semands Sr., 2 white males [sic] & Jr., 1 white male

1790-1795 no Pugh in the county



Pugh Research Report ProGenealogists – Official Ancestry.com research firm• 292 • • 293 •

1796: St. Ann’s Parish
James Pugh, 1 white male
The Simmonses still in Fredricksville Parish

1797: St. Ann’s
James Pugh, 1 white male

1798 
no Pugh in the county

1799 no Pugh

2. ALBEMARLE COUNTY RECORDS “REELS 126, 127 Court Order Books, 1837-1851. I 
checked al the order books’ entries for road maintenance lists, jury duty calls, and witness 
appearances to prove deeds and wills. I found no Pugh Rutledge, or Semans/Simmons 
mentioned in any list or entry. I have now checked court orders. For Nelson, Amherst, 
and Albemarle without finding any information that points us to Fredrick R. Pugh’s father. 
That being the case, I believe we must return to the censuses and tax lists of Nelson and 
Amherst for whatever evidence we can glean from them. (There seems little additional 
work that can be done that is likely to uncover direct and definitive connection between 
Fredrick R. and his father or with childhood neighbors [who in turn might be connected 
to James, Salina, Absalom or Sarah (Carroll) Pugh).

NELSON COUNTY FINDINGS REPEATED HERE FROM JUNE REPORT: Nel-
son County Court Orders, Book 1841-1846

p. 211. John M. Smith vs. William Pugh etc. In Chancery. This cause came on to be 
heard this 27th day of February 1843, upon the bill. Answer exhibits etc. and was argued by 
counsel and it appears to the court that the publication heretofore in this cause has been 
duly sa[tisfied] according to Law and that more than two months has elapsed since the ex-
ecution and return of the Subpoena in this cause, and it also appearing by the ___filed that 
the plaintiff has established his rights and interest in the tract of land in the bill mentioned 
to be four shares in the same in consequence of his having purchased the interests of four 
of the Distributees as therein alleged, wherefore it is adjudged, ordered and decreed that 
the said tract of land be sold and that John B. Spiece be and he is hereby appointed a com-
missioner, whose duty it shall be to advertise the said tract of land for fifteen days previ-
ously at three or more public places in the neighborhood and then to sell the said [tract of 

land] to the highest bidder--- and convey the said land to the purchaser by the usual 
deed in such cases and it is further adjudged, ordered and decreed that the said com-
missioner collect the said one third and also the balance of the said purchase money 
and pay unto the said plaintiff four shares thereof and to divide the balance amongst 
the other parties concerned equally to their respective rights & interests in the same 
after first retaining the legal charges for carrying this decree into Effect and it is further 
adjudged, ordered and decreed that the said Commissioner report his proceedings to 
this court in order to [issue] a final decree.

Nelson County Court Orders, Book 185-1855, 1855-1860, 1871-1868. Library 
of Virginia microfilm, Nelson County, reel 20

Book 1850-1855:

p. 316 “Smith vs. Pugh’s heirs.” In Chancery. The plaintiff Jno. Smith having 
departed this life it is ordered that his death be suggested of record, And by Consent of 
Parties This cause is revived in the name of Joel Smith the acting Executor of said John 
M. Smith. Court session 30 November 1853.

All references to road-maintenance “hands” (15 pages) searched and no refer-
ence to any Pugh found.

Book 1855-1860

p. 16. Pugh, Henry W. vs. Nicholas Henderson. On motion of the Defendant by 
Counsel it is ordered that this Cause be removed to the Circuit Court. Court session 
27 November 1855.

p. 576. Smith vs. Pugh’s heirs. In Chancery. The Plaintiff, John M. Smith having 
departed this life and this cause having [been] heretofore revived by a former order of 
this court in the name of Joel Smith his executor whose powers as such having been 
revoked by a subsequent order and administration de bonis non with the will annexed 
granted to Charles Rodes who has departed this life without ever having been made 
party to this cause, and administration de bonis non with the will annexed upon the 
estate of the said John M. Smith having been granted to Robert H. Smith, it is ordered 
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by consent of parties that this cause stand revived in the name of said Robert H. Smith 
adm[inistrator] de bonis non as aforesaid.

p. 166. Smith vs. Pugh’s heirs. In Chancery. The powers of Joel Smith execr of 
Jno M. Smith deed having been revoked by former [order] of this Court, and admin-
istration de bonis non on the estate of Jno M. Smith decd with the will annexed on the 
estate of said deceased granted by another order to Chas Rhodes, who had duly quali-
fied, Therefore on his Motion and by consent of parties, it is ordered that this suit be 
and is hereby Revived in his Name as Plaintiff for said cause 14 August 1857

Hands appt. 35 nil, 101 nil, 499 nil, 431 nil

Spiece, John B. vs. Wm. C. Roberts, 62

No Wallace

Next Book

Pugh Fred R. 30 Frederick R. Pugh who having produced the sheriffs receipt 
for the tax imposed by law a license is granted him for keeping an ordinary and house 
of public entertainment at his house at Afton Depon until the 30th April 1862. May C. 
1861 (27th)

Pugh etc. tr adv E. F. Weir 91 28 Apr 1862 E. F. Weir v Pugh & c Trustee. In 
Chancery. This cause coming on this 28th day of April 1862 to be further heard upon 
the papers formerly read, and the petition recently pled by Elizabeth F. Weir the plff 
and also the answer of John. Speice Trustee for said plff, exhibits tec. And was argued 
by Counsel. On consideration whereof the bench doth adjudge, order and decree 
that the said defendant John B. Speice do appropriate so much of the interest that has 
accrued upon the trust fund in his hands to the support & maintenance of the said 
Elizabeth F. Weir and family as may be necessary & sufficient for that purpose; by 
paying over to her form time to time such part of aid interest as may be necessary to 
purchase such articles as the necessities of her & her family may require or by purchas-
ing the same himself. And it is further adjudged, ordered and decreed that the said 
John B. Spiece trustee as aforesaid, do render an account of his proceedings before one 

of the Commissioners of this court, in order to [issue] any further decree, which may 
hereafter become necessary to be had in this cause, which account the said commis-
sioner is hereby directed to examine to be had in this cause, which account the said 
commissioner is hereby directed to examine settle and state, together with any matters 
specially stated decreed pertinent by himself or agreed by the parties to be so stated.

Pugh, John B. capt 116. The Court doth appoint John B. Pugh (Capt) John J. 
Purvis, Hardin Wade, Wm. H. Pugh, Thos W. Harris, Jas S. Coffey, Wm. J. Evers, Alex 
S. Kidd, Jas Johnson and Rd K. Bibb and Jas L. Bibb a Company of Patrol in District 
No. 1 25 Aug. 1862.

Pugh, F. R. admr J. C. McCue 363 24 July 1866. E. C. Browning vs. James H. 
Davis In Case. Jury to wit F. R. Pugh, Jno H. Davis, B. F. W. Harland, James Martin, 
James E. Wood, Samuel Daniel, Jacob Rudisil, Jno Ireland, Joel Smith, A. G. Pamplin, 
D. M. Harris and Hugh N. Hall verdict for the  plaintiff for the sum of…

Pugh, Jno etc. in hands of sheriff 376. On motion of F[?] J. Pugh, it is ordered 
that the estate of Jno Pugh dec’d be committed to the hands of Jno F. Hix Shff of this 
county to be by him administered as such Shff according to law, sic

Pugh, J. H. soldier 419. This Court doth hereby certify that it appears by suf-
ficient evidence that Samuel Fitzgerald is a citizen of this state, and lost his limb in the 
late war….The same entry as to John H. Pugh.

Pugh, J. M. and wife Co. charge 498. Ordered that Jno W. Witt one of the Over-
seers of the Poor of this count do furnish John M. Pugh and ---blank--- his wife five 
dollars to supply them with necessaries until the next annual meeting of the Board of 
Overseers which sum will be provided for as in the case above (Millie Digs)

Pugh F. R. and wife v Jas S. Wallace etc. 538 August 24 1968 F. R. Pugh & wife 
vs. James S. Wallace etc. In Chancery. Geo. S. Stevens is appointed guardian ad litem 
for the defendants who filed his answer, and it appearing that he subpoena in this 
cause against the ---defts, having been returned duly executed and the order of publi-
cation awarded against the now resident defendants, re land estate of Andrew Wallace, 
73 acres, …ordered sold and Spiece again appointed to do so.
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Smith, John M. accts est. 157 just the fact that the accounts given in and exam-
ined supplies for people 245

349, 354

Wallace, Andrew, admr. Qualified 455 Benton H. Goodloe granted letters, 
bond of 100 dollars; with Wm. L. Williams his security. 468 25 Nov 1876.

On motion of F. R. Pugh, who made oath and together with Jno. B. Spiece his 
security entered into and acknowledged a bond in the penalty of 200 dollars condi-
tioned according to law, certificated is granted him for obtaining letters of administra-
tion de bonis non of Andrew Wallace ded’d.

Book – 1 Ware vs. Pugh 03 m 22 Jan 1855 Ware vs. Pugh Trustee in Chancery 
--- Nelson Pugh defendant. Wish of both parties that Nelson relinquish the trust and 
John B. Speice be substituted. Nelson has made sale of the Negro woman who was the 
subject of said trustee and there are now on the hands of said Pugh as the net proceeds 
of such sale the sum of one hundred and ninety dollars in Money.

Nelson County Deeds, Book 5, 1823-1826 and Book 6, 1826=1829. Nelson 
County microfilm, Library of Virginia, reel 3.

6: 84 – 26 March 1824. James Pugh on one part and W. B. Harris of the other 
part. Witnesseth that the said James Pugh has executed a delivery bond to L. Fitzpat-
rick upon a Judgmt. In Nelson Court, together with John & Elijah Pugh his security  - 
now for the purpose of indemnifying his said securities the sd. James Pugh hath given, 
granted, bargained & sold unto the sd Harris all his interest in the real & personal 
estate of John Pugh decd which said interest he doth hereby warrant & defend to the  
said Harris forever. Signed: James Pugh, no witnesses. 27 March 1827, deed acknowl-
edged by James Pugh.

6: 366. 1 Sept 1828. Deed between James Pugh Senr. And Karenhappuck his 
wife, John Burkes and Ann his wife, and Elijah Pugh and Alice his wife of Nelson 
County to John Pugh Senr. of Nelson, for $300, “their entire interest both real and per-
sonal which they have or may have hereafter have in the Estate of John Pugh the Elder, 

deceased.” All sign their names. No witnesses.

 August county Court, justices Claudius Buster and John Wayte Jr., cer-
tify that James Pugh Sr., John Burkes, and Elijah Pugh acknowledged the deed as their 
own deed, 3 November 1828. The same justices also certify that Karenhappuck, Ann, 
and Alice came into court apart from their husbands and expressed their willingness 
for the sale.

  Nelson County Clerk’s office, 3 Dec. 1828. This deed together with the 
above certifications ordered registered.

6: 244 Andrew Wallace of Nelson for tender feeling I have for my Brother in 
Law Andrew Smith and his wife of Nelson County…property; one feather bed, bed-
stead & furniture…8 May 1828

6: 151 – Joseph Wallace…mentions John B. Speice of Albemarle, in 1827

6: 431 Alexander McCluer deed, mortgage –deed of trust for debs. No Pugh 
witnesses.

END REPORT

Footnotes:

1  Frederick was already dead by 1809. John (21+ in 1810) was born before 1789, probably “about 
1789.”

2  On lists that provide listing dates, it may be possible (with some work) to reassemble the Pugh 
neighborhoods by noting all the other people listed on the same date.

3  Because the Albemarle Pughs are listed more or less consecutively, I did not copy line number

4  This heading now reads “White males who have attained the age of 21 except those exempted on 
account of bodily infirmity.

5  Like Nelson’s list, this heading now reads “White males who have attained the age of 21 except 
those exempted on account of bodily infirmity.
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Research Report

Pugh
February 2005

The purpose of this research project was to assess and verify the paternal lineage of the 
Pugh ancestry in Virginia. Specifically, it was requested that research find evidence to 

support or refute the assertion that James Pugh (father of Frederick R. Pugh) was son of Fred-
erick Pugh (by his wife Betsey Morris), and that the said Frederick was the son of John Pugh, 
Sr., of Amherst and Nelson Counties, Virginia. In addition, it was requested that research be-
gin establishing evidence to uncover the relationship of Willoughby Pugh of Amherst County, 
Virginia to John Pugh, Sr.

As reported in previous research, it is beyond question that James Pugh was grandson 
of the elder John Pugh, died 1827, because James Pugh, and his wife Salina, relinquished their 
rights in the elder John’s estate on 28 November 1828, along with siblings Absalom Pugh (and 
his wife Sally), Jesse Burks (whose wife Nancy Pugh must have already been deceased), Fred-
erick Pugh, Morris Pugh and Polly Pugh.1  This grouping of siblings is key to determining the 
parentage of the group. 

A search of probate indexes for both Amherst and Nelson Counties unfortunately ver-
ified that neither John Pugh, Sr., nor his son Frederick Pugh left wills (Nelson was created out 
of Amherst County in 1809). That is why various descendants were found in the deed books 
selling their interests or relinquishing their rights to the elder John’s estate (he left no disposi-
tion for his property). No record of Frederick Pugh purchasing or patenting land was found 
in a comprehensive search of land records for Amherst and Nelson Counties. Whatever estate 

1  Nelson County, Virginia, Deed Book 7, pages 104-105. It has frequently been reported by relatives 
that Polly (Mary) Pugh married William Snead on 7 March 1817, but that must be a different Mary, as this Polly 
(the equivalent nickname for Mary) was not yet married when she relinquished her rights on 28 November 1828. 
Morris Pugh did not marry in Nelson County until 23 January 1833 (his wife was named Sarah Pugh). 
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(single woman) in Amherst County, Virginia. John Taliaferro served as the surety for the mar-
riage and Betsey had the consent of her parents, John Morris and wife.2 

It stands to reason that soon after his marriage to Betsey, Frederick Pugh should ap-
pear as a tithable in Amherst County, Virginia tax lists. In fact, in 1787, the Amherst County 
tax lists show that John Pugh, Sr., John Pugh, Jr. and Frederick Pugh each paid their taxes on 
the very same day, 6 April 1787. This generally indicates that these men were neighbors. Of 
course, family records have stated that John Pugh, Sr. [also known as John Pugh ‘the Elder’] 
was the father of John Pugh, Jr. and Frederick Pugh. This 1787 tax list works toward support-
ing that claim. 

Frederick Pugh continues to be taxed in Amherst County, Virginia from 1800 to 1807, 
and 1807 is the last year he is found in tax lists.3 No tax was collected in Virginia for the year 
1808. In 1809, there were no Pughs in the Amherst County tax lists, for the area in which they 
lived was split off into Nelson County. In 1810, only the following Pughs were identified in 
Nelson County, Virginia.4 [White males > 16, Blacks 12 < 16, Blacks > 16, Horses]

•	 Jn:o Pugh jr – 2003
•	 Jn:o Pugh senr – 1202
•	 Tho.s Pugh – 1002
•	 Jn:o Pugh (s[on] of Frederick) – 1001
•	 Jas Pugh – 1000
•	 Elijah Pugh – 1001

John Pugh, ‘son of Frederick,’ is apparently old enough to be listed as a tithable. Thus, 
he must have been born some time before the year 1789. This is helpful information because 
previous researchers were unclear as to his approximate birth year. In tax lists, males could 
be listed separately as early as the age of 16 years. They generally appeared first as a single 
entry on lists during their 16th year of age, and then, if they were as young as 16 years, they 

2  William Montgomery Sweeny, Marriage Bonds…of Amherst County, Virginia, 1763-1800 
(Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Company, 1973), FHL Book 975.5496 V2sw. Document 22.

3  Amherst County, Virginia. Nettie Schreiner-Yantis and Florene Love, The Personal Property Tax 
Lists for the year 1787… (Springfield, Virginia: Genealogical Books in Print, 1987), page 194, FHL Book 975.5 
R4sy vol. 1. Document 15. Amherst County, Virginia. “Amherst County, Virginia 1800 Tax List,” The Virginia 
Genealogist 5 (1961), FHL Book 975.5 B2vg v. 5. Document 5. Amherst County, Virginia, Commissioner of 
the Revenue, Personal Property Tax Lists (Richmond: Virginia State Library, 1986), FHL Microfilm 2024457. 
Abstracted in calendar and document 4.

4  Nelson County, Virginia, Commissioner of the Revenue, Personal Property Tax Lists 1809-1845 
(Salt Lake City: Filmed by the Genealogical Society of Utah, 1992), FHL Microfilm 1870172. Document 1.

Frederick left at his death must have represented only personal belongings, and undoubtedly 
they were consumed in support of his widow and children. 

Because the case for the parentage of James Pugh (husband of Salina) was not proved 
by direct evidence, it became imperative to have a comprehensive view of other Pugh families 
and relatives in the area to determine that there was no other possibility. So as not to dupli-
cate previous research, some time was taken to analyze what had been provided by the client 
and then determine which of those statements were derived from documentary evidence and 
which were simply things that researchers had presumed over the years. 

Previous Research

A little over 10 hours were taken to carefully review the research of previous research-
ers including Thomas Marshall, III, and Jeanne Douglass Mead, of Lynchburg, Virginia. 
Ms. Mead had, over the course of about three years, compiled many abstracted and original 
records that were presented in the form of individual reports. These reports were somewhat 
disjointed from report to report, because they covered several families just a piece at a time. 

The goal of the review was to print each report and glean information from them that 
pertained to the Reams, Morris, and Pugh families, so as to not unnecessarily duplicate previ-
ous research. A chronology of the Morris and Pugh families was created for all those records 
that were not immediately known to have belonged to the ancestral John Pugh ‘the Elder’ 
family of Nelson County, Virginia.

Initially, it was difficult to pull the reports from the DVD because of the size of some 
of the files. Once this was overcome, the reports were printed for future reference, to avoid 
the electronic file size issues on the DVD. The Mead reports, with their abstracts and copies of 
original records, will be available, then, as research carries into the Herron and Wallace sides 
of the family.

Frederick and Elizabeth (Morris) Pugh

Some family records suggested that Frederick Pugh, husband of Elizabeth (Morris) 
Pugh, died in the 1830s, specifically 1832. The source of this date was not given in family 
records, nor was it clear where this date might have been recorded. Family researchers had 
commented that no one had ever found Frederick Pugh in census records, so this had been 
puzzling for previous researchers to resolve. In addition to Frederick’s death date needing to 
be resolved, the children and grandchildren of Frederick and Elizabeth (Morris) Pugh needed 
to be better documented. Research set about accomplishing these tasks.

On 7 November 1785, Frederick Pugh, a bachelor, married Betsey Morris, a spinster 
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Pugh in 1814 and 1815.8  In 1815, when enumerators began listing the date the taxpayers were 
visited, Elizabeth appears on the 13th of May, which is the same day that Absalom, John and 
Elijah Pugh appear. She appears on tax lists again in 1816. Her son, Absalom, first appeared in 
tax lists in 1811, indicating his birth occurred by 1790. 

In 1814, a second James Pugh appears on the tax lists, and he is listed after Absalom. 
He is the ancestral James Pugh, husband of Salina, who was born about 1794-1795. In the 
1820 tax lists, James Pugh and James Pugh, Sr., also both appear, showing that there were two 
James Pughs – one who was the son of Frederick and Elizabeth (Morris) Pugh and the other, 
James Pugh, Sr., who was the son of John ‘the Elder’ and Ann Pugh. 

Thus, evidence from tax lists and census records indicate that Frederick Pugh, son of 
John Pugh ‘the Elder,’ died about 1808-1809. Unfortunately, after considerable searching, no 
court records mentioning Frederick Pugh’s estate could be found. There is no probate record 
for him listed in the probate indexes of either Nelson9 or Amherst10 Counties. The first court 
minute book of Nelson County after its creation does not mention him (though a review of 
the index for this county’s courts indicates that it is likely incomplete). The vital court order 
books for Amherst County during that period are missing. 

In spite of these records issues, the census information indicates that Frederick Pugh 
and Elizabeth/Betsey Morris had a family of perhaps at least seven children, five sons and two 
daughters. Some family records suggested that these children were John, Absolum, James, 
Polly, Elizabeth and Morris Pugh. There appears to be a missing son.

With the new information regarding Frederick’s certain death about 1808-1809, the 
important November 1828 deed, which lists some of the heirs of John Pugh, Sr. [the Elder], 
was re-examined. The deed, paraphrased, offers the following list of heirs:

Absalom Pugh and Salley his wife, James Pugh Jr. and Saline his wife; Jesse 
Burks, Frederick Pugh, Morris Pugh, and Polley Pugh of Albemarle, Virginia 
to John M. Smith of Nelson County. The Pugh heirs were selling interest in the 
estate of their grandfather John Pugh, the Elder, deceased, which estate lies in 
the County of Nelson, for the sum of $100.11

8  Nelson County, Virginia, Commissioner of the Revenue, Personal Property Tax Lists (Salt Lake 
City: Filmed by the Genealogical Society of Utah, 1992), FHL Microfilm 1870172. Document 4. 

9  Nelson County, Virginia, County Court, Order Book 1808-11 (Richmond: Filmed by Virginia State 
Library, 1984), FHL Microfilm 32730. 

10  Amherst County, Virginia, County Court, Order Book 1805-11 (missing at time of refilming) No 
Books covering 1803-10 at 1st filming, FHL Microfilm 30302. Amherst County, Virginia, County Court, General 
Index to Wills, No. 1, 1761-1920 (Salt Lake City: Filmed by the Genealogical Society of Utah, 1949), FHL 
Microfilm 30274.

11  Nelson County Virginia Court Clerk, Deed books, 1808-1900, Deed Book 7, p. 104 (Salt Lake 

would often disappear back into their father or mother’s household until they came of full 
age. Since John Pugh, ‘son of Frederick’ is found as a single entry in the 1810, 1811, 18125 tax 
lists, continuously, then it is likely that he had reached his full legal age of twenty-one years by 
1810.

In the years 1810 to 1817, no Frederick Pugh was listed in the tax lists. However, his 
absence from these tax lists and from post 1810 census records is explained in the tax list for 
1811. Research discovered that Frederick’s apparent widow, Elizabeth Pugh, and her son, John 
Pugh ‘son Fred.,’ are found in the Nelson County tax lists beginning the year 1811.6 [White 
males > 16, Blacks 12 < 16, Blacks > 16, Horses]

•	 Tho.s Pugh – 2102
•	 Elizabeth Pugh – 1001
•	 Jn:o Pugh (son Fred.) – 1000
•	 Jn:o Pugh, jr. – 1002
•	 Jn:o Pugh, Senr. – 1202

The 1810 census also lists Elizabeth Pugh, widow of Frederick, as a head of house-
hold.7 With information gleaned from tax records, it is apparent that her family consisted of 
the following members:

1 male < 10, Male Pugh, b. 1800-1810
1 male < 10, Male Pugh, b. 1800-1810
1 male 10 < 16, James Pugh, b. 1794 [ancestral]
1 male 16 < 26, Absalom Pugh, b. 1790-1791
1 male 16 < 26, John Pugh, b. 1788
1 female < 10, Elizabeth or Polly Pugh
1 female 16 < 26, Elizabeth or Polly Pugh
1 female > 45, Elizabeth Pugh [ancestral]

Elizabeth was taxed in Nelson County, Virginia tax lists 1812, and appears as Betsey 

5  Nelson County, Virginia, Commissioner of the Revenue, Personal Property Tax Lists (Salt Lake 
City: Filmed by the Genealogical Society of Utah, 1992), FHL Microfilm 1870172. Documents 1-4.

6  Nelson County, Virginia, Commissioner of the Revenue, Personal Property Tax Lists 1809-1845 
(Salt Lake City: Filmed by the Genealogical Society of Utah, 1992), FHL Microfilm 1870172. Document 2.

7  1810 U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), Nelson County, Virginia, Page 166, Line 13, 
Elizabeth Pugh household, jpeg image, (Online:  ProQuest Company, 2005), subscription database, [Digital 
scan of original records in the National Archives, Washington, DC], <http://www.heritagequestonline.com/>, 
accessed January 2005. Document 34.
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A possible match for Morris Pugh’s previously unknown brother, Frederick Pugh 
(born 1801-1803) was sought in the 1850 census. In this set of records, the best match was 
found to belong to one Frederick Pugh, who was born about 1803 in Virginia, and living in 
the 47th District of Pocahontas County, Virginia.17 It is significant that this is the very same dis-
trict in which Morris Pugh lived in 1850. This Frederick Pugh’s age matches well with a ‘miss-
ing’ son from the 1810 census of Elizabeth Pugh’s household. Frederick Pugh is still living in 
Pocahontas County, Virginia in 1860.18 It is possible that continued research could establish 
his exact birth and death dates from tombstone records. Then, it is possible that research 
could unearth a death record that will state his parents’ names. Information on the brothers, 
Morris and Frederick Pugh, were added to family group sheets for Frederick and Elizabeth 
(Morris) Pugh.

An analysis of the aforementioned 1828 deed to John M. Smith, suggests that Jesse 
Burke’s wife, Elizabeth (Pugh) Burke, was deceased and also that Polly Pugh, daughter of 
Frederick and Elizabeth (Morris), was a spinster in 1828. It is unclear, though, if the latter 
implied statement is, in fact, true. Family records suggest that Polly Pugh, daughter of Fred-
erick Pugh, married William Snead in 1817 in Nelson County. It seems that the 1828 deed 
refutes this. Unfortunately, nothing more clear-cut could be learned on the daughters of 
Frederick and Elizabeth (Morris) Pugh in the time remaining in this session. Future research 
should follow up on these items and see what additional records might reveal about these two 
daughters.

The 1830 census of Nelson County, Virginia revealed a few interesting items about the 
ancestral Pugh family. First, it is clear that Elizabeth (Morris) Pugh, Frederick’s widow, was 
still living, because she is listed as a head of household.19 She was enumerated in the ‘60 to 70 
years’ age category, which indicates her birth to have occurred between 1760 and 1770. Be-
cause she was married in 1785, it is likely that she was actually born between 1760 and 1767. 

17  1850 U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), Forty Seventh District, Pocahontas County, 
Virginia, Page 291, Dwelling 421, Family 422, Frederick Pugh household, jpeg image, (Online:  MyFamily.com, 
Inc., 2005), subscription database, [Digital scan of original records in the National Archives, Washington, DC], 
<http://www.ancestry.com/>, accessed January 2005. Document 42.

18  1860 U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), PO Green Bank, Pocahontas County, Virginia, 
Page 764, Dwelling 636, Family 580, Frederic Pugh household, jpeg image, (Online:  MyFamily.com, Inc., 2005), 
subscription database, [Digital scan of original records in the National Archives, Washington, DC], <http://www.
ancestry.com/>, accessed January 2005. Document 43.

19  1830 U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), Nelson County, Virginia, Page 120, Line 2, 
Elizabeth Pugh household, jpeg image, (Online:  MyFamily.com, Inc., 2005), subscription database, [Digital scan 
of original records in the National Archives, Washington, DC], <http://www.ancestry.com/>, accessed January 
2005. Document 36.

Absalom, James, Morris and Polly Pugh are listed as children of Frederick Pugh in 
family records. Jesse Burkes is said to have married Elizabeth Pugh, daughter of Frederick 
Pugh, on 8 Nov 1819.12 Seven of the eight listed heirs of John Pugh ‘the Elder’ are children or 
in-laws of Frederick Pugh, d. 1808-1809 and his wife, Elizabeth. Thus, the Frederick Pugh in 
this list of heirs must also be a son of Frederick and Elizabeth Pugh. Research in the next few 
paragraphs will discuss these heirs.

In the 1818 personal property tax lists of Nelson County, Virginia, a Frederick Pugh 
appears for the first time.13 Young men, as they came of tithable age, would appear in tax lists, 
and a tithable age was 16 years. Thus, with 1818 being the first year that Frederick Pugh ap-
pears in the personal property tax lists, it is likely that Frederick Pugh, son of Frederick and 
Elizabeth (Morris) Pugh, was born about 1801-1803 or so. Research continued in the 1850 
census records with the goal of finding Morris Pugh and his brother, Frederick Pugh, born 
1801-1803 in census records.

Morris Pugh was identified in the 1850 census of Virginia, as a resident of the 47th 
District in Pocahontas County, Virginia.14 He was listed as ‘Maurice’ Pugh (Maurice is a usual 
variation of the spelling of the first name, Morris) and his wife was Sarah. ‘Maurice’ was 45 
years of age, so he was born about 1805. His children were Elizabeth, Sarah, Frederick, Mary 
A., Lucy, Virginia and John Pugh. The same family was identified in the 186015 and 187016 
censuses of Barbour County, (West) Virginia. Morris’s age varied from census year to census 
year, but records suggest that he was born in the 1805-1806 time period.

City:  Filmed by the Genealogical Society of Utah, 1949), FHL Microfilm 2047092. This deed was photocopied 
and analyzed with similar conclusions by Jeanne Douglass Mead on 9 Dec 2000 in a report to V. Watson Pugh, 
M.D.

12  Dodd, Jordan R, et. al. “Early American Marriages: Virginia to 1850,” Ancestry.com (Online:  
MyFamily.com, Inc., 2005) [Originally published by Precision Indexing Publishers, 19xx, of Bountiful, Utah], 
<http://www.ancestry.com>, accessed February 2005. Document 46.

13  Nelson County, Virginia, Commissioner of the Revenue, Personal Property Tax Lists 1809-1845 
(Salt Lake City: Filmed by the Genealogical Society of Utah, 1992), FHL Microfilm 1870172. Document 4.

14  1850 U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), Forty Seventh District, Pocahontas County, 
Virginia, Page 284, Dwelling 330, Family 330, Maurice Pugh household, jpeg image, (Online:  MyFamily.com, 
Inc., 2005), subscription database, [Digital scan of original records in the National Archives, Washington, DC], 
<http://www.ancestry.com/>, accessed January 2005. Document 40.

15  1860 U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), Barbour County, Virginia, Page 224, Dwelling 
1588, Family 1588, Morris Pugh household, jpeg image, (Online:  MyFamily.com, Inc., 2005), subscription 
database, [Digital scan of original records in the National Archives, Washington, DC], <http://www.ancestry.
com/>, accessed January 2005. Document 38.

16  1870 U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), Union Township, Barbour County, Virginia, 
Page 127, Dwelling 192, Family 192, Morris Pugh household, jpeg image, (Online:  MyFamily.com, Inc., 2005), 
subscription database, [Digital scan of original records in the National Archives, Washington, DC], <http://www.
ancestry.com/>, accessed January 2005. Document 39.
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2 years, then back to North Carolina for 1 year, then to South Carolina for about 2 years, then 
back to Amherst County, Virginia until 1800 when he moved to Monroe County, Virginia. He 
stayed in Monroe County 1 year and then he returned to Nelson County, Virginia where he 
had lived since. Polly Chewning of Nelson County, Virginia reported that she was the sister of 
John Pugh, Jr., in an affidavit filed in 1832 in support of John’s pension application.

The 1840 census of Nelson County, Virginia illustrates that John Pugh, the Revolu-
tionary War soldier, was still living, and aged 82 years [sic].23 He had another elderly man 
living in his household, but it is unclear who he was. At least one person in the household was 
described as blind and is likely the same person described in the column entitled ‘insane or 
idiotic at public charge.’ Perhaps John Pugh, the soldier, was caring for a handicapped brother-
in-law or brother.

That John Pugh, Sr.’s wife was named ‘Anne’ is documented in a land deed. On 9 
June 1804, John Pugh, Sr., and his wife Anne, sold John Pugh, Jr., 100 acres on Taylor’s Creek 
whereon the said John, Jr. was living.24 The land in this deed bordered the land of James 
Woods. It was witnessed by John Morris, Elijah Pugh and Zachariah Morris. According to 
family records, another son of John and Anne Pugh was Thomas Pugh. Thomas Pugh pur-
chased 168 acres on the north side of Rockfish from James Woods and his wife Sarah on 6 
October 1804, John and Elijah Pugh and Zachariah Morris witnesses.25  

These deeds illustrate how the Morrises and the Pughs lived in a tightly-knit com-
munity. So, it is not surprising that the ancestral Frederick Pugh should marry Betsey Mor-
ris, with the consent of her parents, John Morris and his wife, or that Frederick’s brother, 
Thomas Pugh, should marry Winnifred Morrison (the young widow of John Morrison by 
bond married 24 August 1784, consent of John Morris), or that their brother John Pugh [Jr.] 
would marry Sarah Morris (bond dated 30 November 1789, John Morris, surety).26  Thus, as 

23  1840 U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), Nelson County, Virginia, Page 72, Line 11, 
John Pugh household, jpeg image, (Online:  MyFamily.com, Inc., 2005), subscription database, [Digital scan of 
original records in the National Archives, Washington, DC], <http://www.ancestry.com/>, accessed February 
2005. Document 47.

24  Bailey Fulton Davis, The Deeds of Amherst County, Virginia, 1761-1807, and Albemarle County, 
Virginia 1748-1763 (Easley, South Carolina: Southern Historical Press, Inc., 1979), page 415, FHL Book 975.54 
R2d. Document 20. 

25  Bailey Fulton Davis, The Deeds of Amherst County, Virginia, 1761-1807, and Albemarle County, 
Virginia 1748-1763 (Easley, South Carolina: Southern Historical Press, Inc., 1979), FHL Book 975.54 R2d. 
Document 20, pages 419 and 457. 

26  William Montgomery Sweeny, Marriage Bonds…of Amherst County, Virginia, 1763-1800 
(Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Company, 1973), FHL Book 975.5496 V2sw. Document 22. Joel Ricks, 
Amherst County Marriage Bonds (Salt Lake City:  Genealogical Society of Utah, 1936), FHL Book 975.5496 V2a. 
Document 23. 

Other individuals in Elizabeth’s household included a female, aged 40 to 50 years (this is likely 
Polly Pugh, her daughter), and 2 males, aged 20 to 30 years old. Presumably, these males rep-
resented her sons, Morris Pugh and Frederick Pugh.

The second interesting item revealed by the 1830 census was the enumeration of Anne 
Pugh as a head of household.20 Because Anne was aged 90 to 100 years, it is likely that she 
represents Anne Pugh, wife of John Pugh, Sr. ‘the Elder.’ However, it is unknown at this junc-
ture who the other two elderly individuals in Anne’s household were. Neither Anne Pugh, nor 
Elizabeth Pugh, was enumerated with non-whites in their household in 1830.

Given that two of the brothers in 1828 were named Frederick Pugh and Morris Pugh, 
and that their appearance in personal property tax lists21 coincides with the ages known from 
the 1850 and 1860 census records, and since they relinquished their rights to John Pugh, Sr.’s 
land, it is virtually certain that they, with their brother, James Pugh (husband of Salina), were 
sons of Frederick Pugh, Sr. 

John Pugh, Sr. ‘the Elder,’ and Ann of Amherst and Nelson Counties, Virginia

John Pugh, Sr., ‘the Elder’ is identified with the specific ‘the Elder’ nomenclature 
several times in personal property tax lists of Nelson County, Virginia. It was the 1828 land 
deed, which pertained to the settlement of John Pugh, Sr.’s estate that identified the children of 
his deceased son, Frederick Pugh. In this section, more is discussed of his life and how it was 
documented in original records. 

Two of John ‘the Elder’ and Ann Pugh’s children were identified in the Revolution-
ary War pension application record of John Pugh, Jr. In this set of documents, John Pugh, Jr. 
stated that he served on behalf of his father, who was also named John, in the Revolutionary 
War.22 Further, he stated that he was born in Amelia County on 18 November 1762 or 1763 
(he was not certain of the year). In his pension application, he states that he was first drafted 
in Amherst County, Virginia, where he lived at the time. When he ‘went against the Indians,’ 
he lived in Burke County, North Carolina, then he moved back to Amherst County for about 

20  1830 U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), Nelson County, Virginia, Page 120, Line 1, 
Anne Pugh household, jpeg image, (Online:  MyFamily.com, Inc., 2005), subscription database, [Digital scan 
of original records in the National Archives, Washington, DC], <http://www.ancestry.com/>, accessed January 
2005. Document 36.

21  See abstracts in research calendar and in document 4.
22  “Revolutionary War Pension application file for John Pugh,” File S7334 consisting of 8 pages 

(Online:  ProQuest Company, 2005) [Images of selected records from Revolutionary War pension applications 
on file at the National Archives, Series Series M805, Roll 670], <http://www.heritagequestonline.com>, accessed 
January 2005. Document 44.
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Frederick first appears in the Pugh family with the son of John Pugh, Sr. ‘the Elder,’ by Ann 
Reams. So, it is logical that Frederick Pugh was named after his mother’s brother, Frederick 
Reams. If Frederick Reams left a will which mentioned a godson named Frederick Pugh, then 
this assertion would almost be conclusive. Frederick Reams’s will, should one exist, can be 
pursued as more research is conducted in the records of Amelia County.

According to family records, the youngest son of John and Ann (Reams) Pugh was 
James. James Pugh married Karenhappuck Fitzpatrick in Amherst County on 9 Feb 1801,30 
and James’s brother, Elijah Pugh, married Alice or Ailsey Murril (daughter of Cornelius Mur-
ril), by bond dated 30 March 1808.31 John Pugh gave consent to the marriage of Thomas Pugh 
to Winnifred Morrison, a widow, which proves his filiation.32

Family records, for some reason, have generally assumed that Elijah Pugh was the 
eldest son of John Pugh, Sr. ‘the Elder.’ However, since John Pugh, Sr.’s son, John Pugh, Jr., 
served for him in the Revolution, it is likely that John, Jr. was the eldest son, and that he was 
the only son at the time who was old enough to fill that capacity. It may be very important to 
determine who the cousins were that John Pugh, Jr., stated he visited in Burke County, North 
Carolina (because the parentage of John Pugh, Sr., is not yet certainly established, nor is it 
proved he was brother of the younger Willoughby). John Pugh, Jr. stated that after serving 
in General Lafayette’s Army after being drafted in June 1781, he visited his cousin in Burke 
County while returning home.33  While there, in October or November 1781, a Capt. John 
McDowell came to his cousin’s place and said that one of them would have to serve against the 
Indians, and John consented. 

30  Joel Ricks, Amherst County Marriage Bonds (Salt Lake City:  Genealogical Society of Utah, 1936), 
p. 96, FHL Book 975.5496 V2a. Document 23.

31  Joel Ricks, Amherst County Marriage Bonds (Salt Lake City:  Genealogical Society of Utah, 1936), 
p. 96, FHL Book 975.5496 V2a. Document 23. Various descendants have also placed a Lewis Pugh who married 
Polly Gooding in Albemarle County on 11 December 1793, as he lived in Orange and Albemarle Counties, but 
no evidence that he actually belongs as a son of John Pugh., Sr., has been seen. Marriages—Virginia to 1800 
(Online:  MyFamily.com, Inc., 2004) [Records originally compiled by Liahona Research], <http://www.ancestry.
com/>, accessed July 2004. Document 24. 

Likewise with William Pugh, who was supposed to have been born about 1772 and married Elizabeth 
Ware. No William of that age was found in the 1850 census of Buckingham County, as is stated in one place. 
There may be a tendency for people to try to fit all Pughs in this region into the same family, but odds are that 
at some point other Pughs also emigrated from Wales and settled in that part of Virginia, so direct evidence is 
needed before placing those persons into this family. 

32  Joel Ricks, Amherst County Marriage Bonds (Salt Lake City:  Genealogical Society of Utah, 1936), 
p. 96, FHL Book 975.5496 V2a. Document 23.

33  Lenora Higginbotham Sweeny, Amherst County, Virginia in the Revolution… (Lynchburg, 
Virginia: J. P. Bell Company, 1951), FHL Book 975.5496 M2s. Document 26. Virgil D. White, Genealogical 
Abstracts Of Revolutionary War Pension Files… (Waynesboro, Tennessee: The National Historical Publishing 
Company, 1990), FHL book 3973 M28g. Document 28. 

sometimes occurred, three (Pugh) brothers married three (Morris) sisters.
The 1804 deed mentioned that John Pugh, Sr. ‘the Elder’ had a wife named Anne. Re-

ferring back to family records, John Pugh, Sr.’s wife was said to be Anne Reams. In reviewing 
the Reams families of Amelia County, it was discovered that one Thomas Reams of Raleigh 
Parish, Amelia County made his will on 12 January 1773, inventory dated 29 October 1773 
(no date of probate was recorded in the will book).27  Thomas Reams’s will mentioned his son, 
Frederick Reams, and it named his daughter Ann Pugh, daughter Sarah Layne, daughter Ar-
ritta Caldwell, granddaughter Elizabeth Layne, and others. 

Unfortunately no Pugh grandchildren were mentioned, so that a more definite con-
nection could be made to John Pugh, Sr. ‘the Elder.’ It is clear from the will of Thomas Reams, 
that Thomas was relatively prominent, because there were five bondservants. Thomas’s will, at 
the very least, proves that his daughter, Ann, had married a Pugh by the year 1773. 

Note, too, that John Pugh, Jr., stated in his Revolutionary War pension application that 
he was born in Amelia County on 18 November 1762 or 1763.28 Reviewing tax lists of the 1762 
time period for Amelia County, it is shown that one John Pugh was the only Pugh in that 
county at that period. He was taxed in the same parish as Thomas and Frederick Reams from 
at least 1762 to 1764.

1763 Amelia County, David Greenhill’s List, Rawleigh [sic] Parish (below Deep 
Creek)29

•	 Jno. Pue
•	 Frederick Reams
•	 Thomas Reams

With John Pugh being the only Pugh taxed in Amelia County in the 1760s, it seems a 
solid conclusion to assert that his wife, Anne, is the Anne Pugh from Thomas Reams’s last will 
and testament. In fact, adding to this circumstantial evidence is the fact that the given name 

27  Gibson Jefferson McConnaughey, Will Book 2 Amelia County Virginia 1771-1780 (Amelia, 
Virginia: Mid-South Publishing Company, n.d.) [Copied from report by Jeanne Douglass Mead dated 11 
December 1999 to V. Watson Pugh, M.D.]

28  “Revolutionary War Pension application file for John Pugh,” File S7334 consisting of 8 pages 
(Online:  ProQuest Company, 2005) [Images of selected records from Revolutionary War pension applications 
on file at the National Archives, Series Series M805, Roll 670], <http://www.heritagequest 
online.com>, accessed January 2005. Document 44.

29  Amelia County, Virginia Tax Lists 1736-1764 An Everyname Index (Miami Beach, FL:  T.L.C. 
Genealogy, 1993), copied from report by Jeanne Douglass Mead dated 23 February 2000 to V. Watson Pugh, 
M.D.
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the same year. No Elijah Pughs were located in Augusta County in 1830. The Elijah Pugh enu-
merated in the 1830 census of Nelson County was too young to have married in 1808. If re-
search considers the possibility that James and Elijah Pugh moved away from Nelson County 
in 1828, but that they lived in the county prior to that date, then it should be possible to find 
James and Elijah in the 1820 census of Nelson County. In fact, James and Elijah Pugh were 
enumerated in Nelson County in 1820, and they were listed right next to one another, too.37

•	 Elijah Pugh  300010-20010 – 0 non-whites
•	 James Pugh  200010-32110 – 0 non-whites

These two men were listed in the 26 but less than 45 years age category, implying that 
they were born between 1775 and 1794. Information in the 1810 census and 1804 tax lists 
suggests that Elijah Pugh was born between 1765-1782. Combining this information with the 
1820 census, it can be concluded that Elijah was actually born between 1775 and 1782. 

James Pugh, Elijah’s brother, was probably born about the same time period. James 
Pugh was married in 1801, and he was apparently of legal age (twenty-one years). So, he was 
born some time before 1780. The 1820 census suggests he was born after 1775. Thus, James 
Pugh, son of John Pugh, ‘the Elder’ was born between 1775 and 1780.

James Pugh, son of John Pugh ‘the Elder,’ is said to have died about 1839 in Greenup 
County, Kentucky. References to James and Elijah Pugh, sons of John Pugh, are not corrobo-
rated past the 1828 Nelson County land deed mentioned earlier. Information about Elijah and 
James Pugh was updated in the family group charts and notes.

The 1 September 1828 deed mentioned another heir of John Pugh, ‘the Elder,’ she be-
ing Ann, wife of John Burks.38 According to family records, Ann Pugh married John Burks on 
26 Sep 1807 in Amherst County, Virginia. Future research can seek more information about 
her and her husband in land and census records.

There are several children that family records suggest are children of John Pugh ‘the 
Elder,’ and his wife, Ann (Reams); however, the connection to the alleged father has not yet 
been documented. These children include: Elizabeth Pugh, b. 1776; William Pugh, b. 1772; 

37  1820 U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), Nelson County, Virginia, Page 197a, Line 35, 
Elijah Pugh household, jpeg image, (Online:  MyFamily.com, Inc., 2005), subscription database, [Digital scan 
of original records in the National Archives, Washington, DC], <http://www.ancestry.com/>, accessed January 
2005. Document 35.

38  Nelson County, Virginia Deeds, Book F(6):366, abstracted by Jeanne Douglass Mead in a report 
dated 9 December 2000.

Elijah Pugh appeared in tax lists of Amherst County, Virginia, as early as 1803, where 
he is found with several other members of the John Pugh family.34 This suggests that he was 
born before 1782.

1803 Amherst County, Virginia, list A 
[Tithes, Blacks 12 < 16, Blacks > 16, Horses & Mules]

•	 Frederick Pugh 1004
•	 Thomas Pugh 2105 [next]
•	 John Pugh Sen.r 1022 [next]
•	 Elijah Pugh 1001 [next]
•	 John Pugh jr 1003
•	 “John Pugh (Wheelright)” 1000

Elijah Pugh was taxed annually in Amherst County, Virginia from 1803 to 1807 and 
then he appears with the rest of the Pugh family in Nelson County, Virginia tax lists in 1809 
and 181035 after the section of the county in which he lived was split off into Nelson from 
Amherst. 

In the 1810 census, Elijah Pugh is enumerated as a head of household, and in the ‘26 
but less than 45 years’ age category. Thus, Elijah was probably born about 1765-1782. In 1828, 
Elijah Pugh and his wife, Alice, heirs of John Pugh ‘the Elder,’ were said to have been residents 
of Nelson County, Virginia in the following deed:

1 Sep 1828. James Pugh, Sr. and Kerenhappuck his wife, John Burks and Ann, 
his wife, and Elijah Pugh, and Alice, his wife of the County of Nelson and state 
of Virginia to John Pugh, Sr. For $300, ‘entire interest both real and personal’ 
in the Estate of John Pugh, the Elder, deceased, to him the said John Pugh, 
Senr. Acknowledged in Augusta County, Virginia on 8 Nov 1828 by James 
Pugh, Sr., Elijah Pugh, and John Burks.36

The deed was acknowledged in Augusta County, Virginia, however, in November of 

34  Amherst County, Virginia, Commissioner of the Revenue, Personal Property Tax Lists 1782-1803  
(Richmond: Virginia State Library, 1986), FHL Microfilm 2024457. 

35  Nelson County, Virginia, Commissioner of the Revenue, Personal Property Tax Lists 1809-1845 
(Salt Lake City: Filmed by the Genealogical Society of Utah, 1992), FHL Microfilm 1870172.

36  Nelson County, Virginia Deeds, Book F(6):366, abstracted by Jeanne Douglass Mead in a report 
dated 9 December 2000.
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1782 to 1791, he being taxed on 122 acres throughout that entire time period.39 In 1782, John 
Pugh was listed in the tax lists next to Archelaus Strange, John Morris, and Ephraim Blain. 
After 1782, the land tax lists are sorted alphabetically.

Some of John Pugh’s (the Elder) other neighbors are identified in various early Am-
herst County, Virginia deeds:

1797 Oct 10. Amherst County, Virginia. Page 307. Geo. Blane, Albemarle to 
Skiler Harris of same for £269, 229 acs adj. Hickory Creek. Lines Jno. Cole, 
Jno. Pugh, Ephraim Blaine, Rich. Hares. Wit: Saml. Murrell, Jno. Chowning, 
Perrin Farrar, Jno. Wilkinson, Wm. Lee Harris, Geo. Blaine, Jr.40

1792 Nov 6 Amherst County, Virginia. Page 192. Elijah Stone, Amherst Coun-
ty to Saml. Perkins, Amherst County for £120, 243 acs in Amherst County 
and Albemarle where Stone lives on Rockfish – all that Stone had of Archelaus 
Strange. Lines: Jos. Morris, Abraham Strange – 10 acs of it bought of Jos. Mor-
ris. Wit: Jno. Pugh, Wm. Farrar, Rich. Hares.41

1781 Dec 5 Amherst County, Virginia. Page 311. Willoughby Pugh & wife 
Sarah, Amherst County to Jno. Cole, Fluvanna, for £200, 200 acs patented to 
Capt. Chas. Lewis, 24 Oct 1748. Lines: Geo. Blain, Jno. Morris, Benj. Har-
ris, Jr.(?), Jno. Pugh, part of Lewis patent. Wit: Abraham Strange, Archelaus 
Strange, Jno. Morris, James Foster.42

Based on the above deeds, it seems clear that there is a relationship to Willoughby 
Pugh, who married Sarah. Willoughby and Sarah owned portions of land that fell along the 
same borders and neighbors in Amherst County, as did John Pugh, Sr. ‘the Elder.’ The an-
cestral Frederick Pugh married Elizabeth (Morris), daughter of the John Morris listed in the 
above deeds. It is clear these families were neighbors of one another. In fact, in 1787, John 
Pugh, Jr. John Pugh, and the ancestral Frederick Pugh, were all taxed on the same day as 

39  Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Amherst County, Virginia Land Tax Books, 1782-1788…1789-1791 
(McLean, Virginia: The Antient Press, 1997), FHL Book 975.5496 R4s vol. 1-2. Document 21.

40   Bailey Fulton Davis, The Deeds of Amherst County, Virginia, 1761-1807, and Albemarle County, 
Virginia 1748-1763 (Easley, South Carolina: Southern Historical Press, Inc., 1979), FHL Book 975.54 R2d. 
Document 20.

41  Bailey Fulton Davis, The Deeds of Amherst County, Virginia, 1761-1807, and Albemarle County, 
Virginia 1748-1763 (Easley, South Carolina: Southern Historical Press, Inc., 1979), FHL Book 975.54 R2d. 
Document 20.

42  Bailey Fulton Davis, The Deeds of Amherst County, Virginia, 1761-1807, and Albemarle County, 
Virginia 1748-1763 (Easley, South Carolina: Southern Historical Press, Inc., 1979), FHL Book 975.54 R2d. 
Document 20.

and Lewis Pugh, b. 1770. Future research should work in the land records of Nelson County, 
Virginia, to see what more can be learned about the heirs of John Pugh ‘the Elder.’ The follow-
ing deeds would be of interest:

•	 2:81 Thomas Pugh and Winifred to Zachariah Roberts. 238a, 21a, 10/25/1813.
•	 2:83 Thomas Pugh and Winifred to John W. Harris, 168a, Rockfish. 10/23/1813.
•	 3:198 Elijah Pugh and Alsey, et. al. 150 acres on Rocky Creek. 4/26/1819.
•	 4:183 James Pugh from James and Nancy Lobban 111ac Rockfish. 1821.
•	 4:216 James Pugh, Thomas Pugh, Nancy Pugh, et. al. from William Pamplin, 

pers. 10/5/1821
•	 5:39 Elijah Pugh from John and Polly Chewning 1/3 estate Jno Murrell, 

11/24/1823.
•	 5:148 James Pugh from Nancy Lobban 182?
•	 5:155 James Pugh, Sr. from Elizabeth Brooks 94 a Rockfish 8/9/1824
•	 5:299 James Pugh to John R. Martin, Jr. 111 ac. 5/30/1825
•	 5:322 Elijah Pugh and Alice to John Rippetoe & James. 63 ac Kirby Creek. 

4/22/1825
•	 6:84 James Pugh to Wm. B. Harris, Jr. estate John Pugh. 3/27/1827
•	 6:325 Elijah Pugh, Sr. to Alexr. Fitzpatrick, Jr. pers. 9/30/1828.
•	 6:354 James Pugh and Karenhapuck, et. al. to Thomas Lobban. 111a. N. Fk Rock-

fish. 11/24/1828.
•	 6:366 Elijah Pugh & Alice, James Pugh, John Pugh, et. al. to John Pugh, Sr.  

from Estate John Pugh. 12/3/1828

Establishing the correct ages of the children of John and Ann (Reams) Pugh will help 
to place them in proper order in the family, subsequently assisting in the identification of 
family naming and migration patterns. Because there were so many John, James, Thomas, 
William and Willoughby Pughs, it is prudent to identify and document the ancestral family 
members to eliminate those Pughs with the same name, who do not belong, or who have been 
incorrectly placed in the wrong birth families.

Stepping backward in time, research reviewed what was known about John Pugh, Sr. 
‘the Elder,’ of Nelson County, Virginia. He lived in a section of Nelson County, which, before 
1809 was part of Amherst County, Virginia, and which lay near the border of Albemarle and 
Augusta counties. He was the only Pugh (Pue or Pew) taxed on land in Amherst County from 
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Land records of Amherst County, Virginia document the fact that Willoughby Pugh 
and John Pugh obtained land in Amherst County, Virginia on the same day – 5 October 1772 
– and that both tracts of land deeded to these men bounded land of George Douglas. In the 
said deeds, Willoughby Pugh was listed as “of Amherst County,”45 while John Pugh was listed 
as “of Orange County.”46 In 1772, the Virginia counties were bounded as follows:

It was not unusual for families to move around frequently in this middle-Virginia area 
during this time period. However, it seems prudent to prove that the John Pugh of Orange 
County, Virginia in 1772 is the same John Pugh as the ancestor, and as the John Pugh of Ame-
lia County, Virginia. Certainly, the John Pugh of Orange County is connected in land hold-
ings with Willoughby and Sarah Pugh. That John Pugh ‘of Orange County,’ is the same John 
Pugh as the ancestral John ‘the Elder’ seems likely after analyzing the following deed:

1772  Oct 5 Amherst County, Virginia. C:420. Edward Mousley of Amherst 
Parish, Amherst County to John Pugh of Orange County. For £13, 15 shil-
lings, Mousley sold to Pugh land in Amherst county on the head branches of 
Hickory Creek containing 92 acres, part of a tract patented to Edward Mousley 
on 12 May 1770. Land bounded by George Douglass. Signed Edward Mousley. 
Wit: Chas Yancy, John Henderson, Joel Crawford, James Henderson, Joseph 
Roberts, Elijah Moran. Acknowledged on 5 Oct 1772 by Edward Mouzeley.47

45  Abstracted from copy of original Amherst County, Virginia Deed, C:415, copied from report by 
Jeanne Douglass Mead dated 11 May 2000 to V. Watson Pugh, M.D.

46  Abstracted from copy of original Amherst County, Virginia Deed, C:418, copied from report by 
Jeanne Douglass Mead dated 11 May 2000 to V. Watson Pugh, M.D.

47  Abstracted from copy of original Amherst County, Virginia Deed, C:420, copied from report by 

Elijah Stone.43 So though it seems clear that the above deeds refer to the ancestral John Pugh, 
Sr. ‘the Elder,’ the relationship of Willoughby Pugh and his wife, Sarah, to John Pugh, ‘the 
Elder,’ is not clear and begs for additional research. Researchers have put forth that the Wil-
loughby and Sarah Pugh of Amherst County, Virginia in 1781, is the same Willoughby and 
Sarah Pugh who, by 1800, were of Laurens County, South Carolina. One Sarah Pugh was 
made the executrix of the estate of Willoughby Pugh in Laurens County on 1 March 1801.44 

It is vitally important that as research continues, it works toward establishing neigh-
bors of the ancestral John Pugh ‘the Elder’ in the 1780s and earlier, so that his relationship to 
other Pughs of the area can be appropriately ascertained. Clearly, with George Blaine, John 
Morris, Benjamin Harris, Abraham Strange, and Archelaus Strange, being neighbors of both 
the ancestral John Pugh ‘the Elder’ and Willoughby and Sarah Pugh, some connection must 
exist between these two men.

As mentioned earlier in this report, John Pugh, Jr., Revolutionary War soldier, report-
ed that he was born about 1762-1763 in Amelia County, Virginia in his pension application. 
He further stated in the application that his father’s name was John Pugh. A John Pugh and 
Thomas Reams (father of Ann (Pugh) Reams per Thomas’s will) were identified in tax lists of 
Amelia County from 1761 to 1764. A map of Virginia during this 1764 time period is below.

43  Nettie Schreiner-Yantis and Florene Love, The Personal Property Tax Lists for the year 1787… 
(Springfield, Virginia: Genealogical Books in Print, 1987), FHL Book 975.5 R4sy vol. 1. Document 15.

44  Sara M. Nash, Abstracts of Early Records of Laurens County South Carolina 1785-1820 with 
Name Index and Revolutionary War Service (Fountain Inn, South Carolina: Sara M. Nash, n.d.), copied from 
report by Jeanne Douglass Mead dated 27 May 2000 to V. Watson Pugh, M.D.
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and Lewis Pugh (baptized 2 March 1718). Depositions Ann gave, coupled with the baptismal 
records of North Farnham Parish, substantiate that information.

1740 Sep 1. Deposition of Ann Pugh, widow of Lewis Pugh, late of Richmond 
County, Virginia, aged 60 years or thereabouts. “Saith that on or about the year 
of our Lord 1704 She was lawfully married to the aforesaid Lewis Pugh, and 
has by him had seven children, John, David, Elizabeth, Henry, Willoughby, 
Ann and Lewis; that about the year MDCCXXXI her aforesd husband receiv-
ing Inteligigence from his Brother in Law Benjamin Jones of North Wales in 
the Kingdom of Great Britain and Elizabeth his Wife his Sister that an Estate 
both real and Personall lying in South Wales in Great Britain aforesd had 
descended to him from David Pugh Father of the sd deced Lewis Went to 
Englang & took with him his aforesd Son John Pugh; that the sd Lewis and his 
Son John sailed out of Rappahannock River in Virginia aforesd in the month 
of Aprill MDCCXXXI on board Capt. Loxam for Liverpoole and that this 
Deponant hath been lately advised that her sd husband is Dead in South Wales 
aforesd and together with her aforesd five children, Elizabeth now the Wife 
of Wm. Landman, (Ann) now the Wife of Henry Headly, Henry, Willoughby 
and Lewis hath impowered her aforesd Son David Pugh to go over to Great 
Britain and receive what is due to them for their part of the Estate of her Deced 
husbands Estate and further this Deponant saith not.” Sworn 1 Sep 1740 and 
recorded.50

The given name Willoughby at that early period would normally be indicative of a 
maternal connection to a family with Willoughby as a surname. Actually, there was a Wil-
loughby family who resided in the Northern Neck of Virginia. Willoughby was not a Welsh 
surname, nor was it an English surname expected to be found in Wales. It might be that some 
research into the connection with the Willoughby family could unearth further deeds or wills 
that mention the ancestral Pughs. Henry Willoughby (born about 1626, died 1685) settled in 
Rappahanock County, Virginia, from whence came Essex and Richmond Counties, where the 
Pughs initially resided.51  That the name Willoughby entered the Pugh family in this genera-
tion of the children is important as it would indicate that the later Willoughby Pughs found in 
Virginia records are rightly placed as descendants of Lewis and Anne Pugh. 

Willoughby Pugh, born in 1711, was certainly married to Martha Landrum, because 

50  Ruth & Sam Sparacio, Virginia County Court Records Account Book Abstracts of Richmond 
County Virginia 1724-1751 (McLean, Virginia:  Ruth & Sam Sparacio, 1980) copied from report by Jeanne 
Douglass Mead dated 11 May 2000 to V. Watson Pugh, M.D.

51  Henry Willoughby was born at Stewkley, England, son of George Willoughby, Esquire, who was 
son of Sir Ambrose Willoughby, of Malton, Gloucestershire, England, 2nd son of Charles, 2nd Lord Willoughby 
of Parham by his wife Margaret Clinton, daughter of Edward, Earl of Lincoln. Sir Egerton Bridges, Collins’s 
Peerage of England… (London: F. C. and J. Rivington et al., 1812), 9 vols., 6:615, personal copy. 

The 1787 tax list of Amherst County shows that John Pugh, John Pugh, Jr. and Fred-
erick Pugh were taxed on 6 April 1787. This was the same day that John Hinderson [sic] and 
Ann Crawford were taxed. John Henderson appears on the 1772 deed as a witness, and Ann 
Crawford may have been the wife of Joel Crawford. The land was at the head branches of 
Hickory Creek, and part of Edward Mosely’s patent. In 1790, John Pugh “of Amherst County” 
purchased another 224 ½ acres of the same patent.

1790 Oct 4 Amherst County, Virginia. Charles Yancey, Louisa County and 
wife, Mary, to John Pugh, Amherst County for ₤4000 tobacco, 224.5 acs de-
scribed by patent on 25 Jul 1780 by Thos. Jefferson. Head branches Hickory and 
Taylor. Lines: Edwd. Mosely, Jno. Cole, Benj. Harris, late Chas. Evans. Other 
92.5 acs is moiety of tract of Edwd. Moseley’s patent Of 12 May 1770, signed 
by Botetourt and bought by Yancey. Wm. Sid Crawford acted as atty. for Yancy 
and wife.48

Amelia County was created from Prince George and Brunswick Counties in 1734, but 
it was immediately east of Cumberland County and south and west of Chesterfield County 
(Powhatan County was not created until 1777), in which counties the eldest Willoughby 
Pugh was residing at that period (see map, document 10). This suggests that John Pugh, Sr., 
of Amherst and Nelson Counties (apparently married about 1760-62, and thus likely born 
about 1735-42) resided in Amelia County in 1762 or 1763, in the same region as the eldest 
Willoughby Pugh,49 and that he moved to Orange County, Virginia, joining the younger Wil-
loughby, before purchasing land in Amherst County in 1772. 

Overview of the Early Pugh Family Generations and Future Research

It is certain that Lewis Pugh, the immigrant, was son of David Pugh of Wales, and it is 
also certain that Lewis and his wife Ann had seven surviving children: John (baptized 29 April 
1704), David (baptized 25 December 1706), Elizabeth (baptized 19 March 1708), Henry (bap-
tized 2 March 1710), Willoughby (baptized 3 May 1711), Ann (baptized 14 November 1715) 

Jeanne Douglass Mead dated 11 May 2000 to V. Watson Pugh, M.D.
48  Bailey Fulton Davis, The Deeds of Amherst County, Virginia, 1761-1807, and Albemarle County, 

Virginia 1748-1763 (Easley, South Carolina: Southern Historical Press, Inc., 1979), FHL Book 975.54 R2d.
49  Willoughby Pugh was of Cumberland County on 5 September 1760, when he purchased 126 acres 

in Chesterfield County. He was there associated with the Landrums. Benjamin B. Weisinger, Chesterfield County, 
Virginia Deed Book #5, 1764-1768 (Richmond: Rocky Ridge Press, 1990), FHL Book 975.5594 R2w vol. 3. 
Document 31. As Willoughby Pugh of Chesterfield County, he sold that land to Young Landrum on 12 February 
1763. Benjamin B. Weisinger, Chesterfield County, Virginia Deeds, 1756-1764 (Richmond: by the author, 1989), 
FHL Book 975.5594 R2w vol. 2. Document 30. 
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Others have theorized that since Willoughby had a son named Young Pugh, that this 
indicates a maternal connection to the Young family. This may eventually be so, but the mar-
riage with Martha Landrum could account for the given name Young, because this name was 
said to have occurred in her family. Samuel Landrum, who died intestate in Essex County 
in 1750 (but his widow left a will), had children named Samuel, James, Young (sometimes 
‘Younger’) and daughter Rosey (Rosamond) Landrum.57

The son Samuel and other Landrums also left Essex and Richmond Counties and 
settled in Chesterfield County, Virginia. Children of Young Landrum eventually ended up in 
Amherst County, Mary Ann Landrum marrying Young Pugh. The names that occur in the 
Landrum family could account for the names Rosamond, Samuel, Thomas, Young, James 
and Martha occurring in the Pugh family (Thomas Landrum also settled in Amherst County, 
where he died in 1840).58  Rosamond Pugh, daughter of Willoughby Pugh, was baptized in 
South Farnham Parish on 12 March 1738. That verifies that she was daughter of the eldest 
Willoughby Pugh, but unfortunately the record did not give her mother’s name. 

It is chronologically possible for Martha Landrum to be mother of Rosamond and the 
younger children, up through Martha – a span of about 25 years – but it is not likely that she 
would be mother of older children. Since the eldest Willoughby Pugh was born in 1711, it is 
possible he married about 1732, but it is also believable that he did not marry until about age 
twenty-six, in 1737. However, Willoughby Pugh made reference to his ‘other children’ in his 
will without mentioning names. This was usually the case with older children, from a previous 
wife, who had already been provided for and gone off on their own way. 

One descendant claims that Willoughby Pugh married Martha Landrum on 2 No-
vember 1734 according to the St. James Parish Register (Goochland County). Unfortunately 
this parish register is not at the Family History Library. Others have mistakenly concluded 
that Willoughby Pugh married Martha Landrum on 2 November 1763, citing the Douglas 
Register. However, that section of the Douglas Register merely states that the couples named 
were married by that date, based on the first occurrence of births of their children.59 Also, 

57  Roberta V. Landrum Wiley, Some Descendants of Thomas Landrum of Amherst Co., Va…With 
Notes on Miscellaneous Landrum Families (Parkville, Missouri: by the author, 1974), FHL Book 929.273 L238w. 
Document 32.

58  Roberta V. Landrum Wiley, Some Descendants of Thomas Landrum of Amherst Co., Va…With 
Notes on Miscellaneous Landrum Families (Parkville, Missouri: by the author, 1974), FHL Book 929.273 L238w. 
Document 32. The Douglas Register specifically states that those Landrums were from Richmond County. W. 
Mac. Jones, The Douglas Register… (Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Co., Inc., 1977), FHL Book 975.5455 
V2d. Document 29.

59  W. Mac. Jones, The Douglas Register… (Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Co., Inc., 1977), FHL 
Book 975.5455 V2d. Document 29. 

the Douglas Register – an invaluable private collection or births, marriages and deaths in 
the region of Goochland County – specifically states that the mother of Martha Pugh, born 
2 November 1763, was Martha Landrum.52 The Willoughby Pugh family moved from Rich-
mond and Essex Counties through Goochland and Chesterfield Counties, in central Virginia, 
finally settling in Charlotte County. Martha was the youngest of Willoughby Pugh’s children. 
Willoughby’s 1790 Last Will and Testament specifically named his children – David, Samuel, 
Thomas, Young, James and Martha.53 

1790 Apr 5. I, Willoughby Pugh of Charlotte County, of perfect health and 
sound mind … To my son Young Pugh the tract of land where on I now live, 
from Thomas Pugh’s line and downward, and the rest of my land from Thomas 
Pugh’s line and upward, whereon he now lives. To my son David Pugh 1 black 
horse I have already given. The rest of my estate to be equally divided among 
the rest of my children, all but those I have given land to. Executors: Arthur 
Slayden, and my son, Samuel Pugh. Signed 7 May 1786 by Willoughby Pugh. 
Wit: James Hanks, Alexander Garden, Nathaniel Barksdale. At Charlotte Court 
of April 5, 1790, the will of Willoughby Pugh, dec’d was presented in court, 
and proved by the oath of Alexander Garden, and at July 5, 1790 court further 
proved by the oath of Nathaniel Barksdale …

Young Peugh [sic] was born 1 January 1754 according to his Revolutionary War pen-
sion application.54 James Pugh was born 21 February 1761 in Chesterfield County according 
to his application.55  Since this was the same period that John Pugh, son of John Pugh, Sr., was 
born in Amelia County – 18 November 1762 or 1763,56 this suggests that Martha Landrum 
was a second wife of the eldest Willoughby Pugh. However, additional research is necessary, 
since there is confusion about the marriage date, and also since there were more than one 
Willoughby Pugh in Virginia at the time this marriage occurred.

52  W. Mac. Jones, The Douglas Register… (Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Co., Inc., 1977), FHL 
Book 975.5455 V2d. Document 29. 

53  Charlotte County, Virginia Wills, 1765-1791 (Miami Beach, Florida:  T.L.C. Genealogy, 1991), 
copied from report by Jeanne Douglass Mead dated 9 December 2000 to V. Watson Pugh, M.D.

54  Virgil D. White, Genealogical Abstracts Of Revolutionary War Pension Files… (Waynesboro, 
Tennessee: The National Historical Publishing Company, 1990), FHL book 3973 M28g. Document 28.  

55  “Revolutionary War Pension application file for James Pugh, wife Ann,” File W5588 consisting 
of 12 pages (Online:  ProQuest Company, 2005) [Images of selected records from Revolutionary War pension 
applications on file at the National Archives, Series M805, Roll 670], <http://www.heritagequestonline.com>, 
accessed January 2005. Document 33.

56  Lenora Higginbotham Sweeny, Amherst County, Virginia In the Revolution… (Lynchburg, 
Virginia: J. P. Bell Company, 1951), FHL Book 975.5496 M2s. Document 26. Virgil D. White, Genealogical 
Abstracts Of Revolutionary War Pension Files… (Waynesboro, Tennessee: The National Historical Publishing 
Company, 1990), FHL book 3973 M28g. Document 28. 
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This leaves only Henry Pugh (born 2 March 1710) unaccounted for in family records. 
Henry remained in Richmond County, where he left a will dated 5 August 1765 and proved 2 
June 1766.64  Unfortunately his will does not seem to account for all of his children. But, it is 
clear that the name Henry does not occur in the Amherst County family.65  However, some of 
the younger children of the eldest Willoughby Pugh, b. 1711, also occur in records of Amherst 
County, Virginia which goes further than any other association towards connecting the Am-
herst County John and Willoughby Pugh with the elder Willoughby Pugh, b. 1711. 

Pugh Family in Amherst/Nelson County, Virginia

Time did not remain to exhaust all records of Nelson and Amherst Counties. Land, 
court, and tax records should be examined further, from both of these counties. More records 
remain to be examined especially the various court records of Nelson County. 

Further analysis in the tax records and census records also remains (the digitized ma-
terial for Nelson County appearing at Ancestry.com is incomplete and inaccurate, but other 
records have been examined in order to make up for that deficiency). Once this has been 
done, and leads noted above followed up, research can then focus on verifying that John Pugh, 
Sr., was an elder child of the Willoughby Pugh born in 1711, son of the immigrant Lewis 
Pugh. 

Natalie Cottrill 
Paul C. Reed, FASG 
Professional Genealogists

Nash, n.d.), copied from report by Jeanne Douglass Mead dated 27 May 2000 to V. Watson Pugh, M.D.
64  Abstracted from manuscript entitled ‘Summary of Information Collected on Willoughby Pugh, 

No.1, 1711-1790,’ by Thomas Edward Marshall, III, formerly of Bedford, VA, after 1995-1859 South Creek Drive, 
Austell, GA 30106

65  Henry Pugh is given as father of David (killed 1778), Hannah, Katherine, Samuel (born about 
1738), Henry, Lydia, Lewis, Thomas, Margaret and Spencer Pugh (died 1816, Loudoun County, Virginia). 
Abstracted from manuscript entitled ‘Summary of Information Collected on Willoughby Pugh, No.1, 1711-
1790,’ by Thomas Edward Marshall, III, formerly of Bedford, VA, after 1995-1859 South Creek Drive, Austell, GA 
30106

the Genealogical Society of Utah abstracted births from the Douglas Register, cataloguing 
the printout as being from the Saint James Parish Register. That was unfortunate, because 
they are distinctly different entities. All this confusion, and the common date of 2 November 
will require a check of the original St. James Parish Register, which is currently housed at the 
Virginia State Library (the vestry book for St. James Parish is available, but no Pugh entry was 
found60 in this book). If Willoughby Pugh married Martha Landrum on 2 November 1734, 
she could be mother of John Pugh, Sr., of Amherst/Nelson County, and thus she could be part 
of the client’s ancestry. However, future research will need to pursue this further.

The reason all this has bearing in the search for the family of Frederick Pugh of Am-
herst County is that a Willoughby Pugh (a generation younger than the one born in 1711) 
and a John Pugh (eventually becoming John Pugh, Sr. ‘the Elder’) appear in Amherst County 
after traveling through Orange County, Virginia. These men could chronologically be placed 
as eldest sons of the Willoughby Pugh born in 1711, but no direct proof has been found yet. 
The given name Willoughby certainly places them as either sons or nephews of the eldest Wil-
loughby, b. 1711, but the immigrant Lewis Pugh also had sons named John, David, Henry and 
Lewis Pugh. John is known from Ann Pugh’s depositions to have gone with his father to Wales 
in the dispute over the family inheritance, but not known to have come back.61

David Pugh is stated in the depositions or powers of attorney granted by his siblings 
to have lived in Lancaster County (further out on the Northern Neck on the Chesapeake 
Bay) before he traveled to Wales to represent their interests in the Welsh inheritance.62 No 
indication has been given that he did not come back to Virginia, and there are Pugh families 
residing in that area of Virginia in the following generation, so that might have to be studied 
further to discount that David was the ancestor of the Amherst County Pughs. 

The son, Lewis Pugh, was not born until 2 March 1718, so he was not be old enough 
to be father of the Willoughby and John Pugh who traveled from Orange to Amherst County 
(that Willoughby had married Sarah Bobo and left Amherst County, eventually ending up in 
part of Old 96th District, South Carolina which became Laurens County).63  

60  William Lindsay Hopkins, St. James Northam Parish Vestry Book, 1744-1850: Goochland 
County, Virginia… (Athens, Georgia: Iberian Publishing Company, 1987), FHL Book 975.5455 K2d.

61  Ruth & Sam Sparacio, Virginia County Court Records Account Book Abstracts of Richmond 
County Virginia 1724-1751 (McLean, Virginia:  Ruth & Sam Sparacio, 1980) copied from report by Jeanne 
Douglass Mead dated 11 May 2000 to V. Watson Pugh, M.D.

62  Ibid.
63  He died in 1784 (stated to be 17 November 1784), and is given as father of Willoughby, William, 

Lewis, Jesse (though the name Jesse Pugh also occurs among other unrelated Virginia Pugh families), David, 
Martin, John, Milly and Sarah Pugh. Sara M. Nash, Abstracts of Early Records of Laurens County South 
Carolina 1785-1820 with Name Index and Revolutionary War Service (Fountain Inn, South Carolina: Sara M. 
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Nelson County Virginia Court Clerk, Deed books, 1808-1900,  
Deed Book 7, pp. 104-105 (Salt Lake City:  Filmed by the Genealogical Society of Utah, 

1949), FHL Microfilm 2047092.
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“Revolutionary War Pension application file for John Pugh,” File S7334 consisting of 8 
pages (Online:  ProQuest Company, 2005) [Images of selected records from Revolution-
ary War pension applications on file at the National Archives, Series Series M805, Roll 

670], <http://www.heritagequestonline.com>, accessed January 2005. 
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Research Report
An Analysis of  

Frederick R. Pugh’s Parentage
September 2005

The purpose of this report is to assess and address the legitimate questions raised by Helen 
F. M. Leary, FASG, who pointed out that there is a second census entry which would 

appear to be the family of the ancestral Frederick Rutledge Pugh in 1850, raising the question 
about the identity of the Frederic Pugh who was residing in the household of James Pugh in 
Nelson County in 1850.1  As pointed out in previous research, the listing of individuals within 
the household of James and Salina Pugh in 1850 would normally indicate that James and Sa-
lina were parents of two daughters, Elizabeth and Nancy, if not also a son with his own family. 
Also living within the same house was Frederic [sic] Pugh, with (presumably, as relationships 
were not stated in 1850) a wife Mary and daughter Nancy. James Pugh was a miller by profes-
sion, but did not own land. This Frederic was a laborer. 

By 1860, Frederick R. Pugh had established himself as a prosperous merchant at Af-
ton, Nelson County, Virginia. This 1860 census entry does not indicate that he owned land, 
but that he did have $2,000 in personal estate. Along with his wife, Sarah J., and five children, 
James A., William L., Charles E., Eliza J., and Mary E. Pugh, who were all born in Nelson 
County, was James Pugh, age 69, who was born in Albemarle County and owned $30 in per-
sonal property.2  Previous research in census records and tax lists thoroughly establishes that 

1  1850 U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), Albemarle County, Virginia, Page 278, Dwelling 
1767, Family 1767, F. Pugh household, .jpeg image (Online: MyFamily.com, Inc., 2005), subscription database 
[Digital scan of original records in the National Archives, Washington DC], <http://www.ancestry.com/>, 
accessed February 2005. Document 1. 

2  1860 U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), Nelson County, Virginia, Page 773, Dwelling 602, 
Family 602, Frederick R. Pugh household, .jpeg image (Online: MyFamily.com, Inc., 2005), subscription database 
[Digital scan of original records in the National Archives, Washington DC], <http://www.ancestry.com/>, 
accessed February 2005. Document 2. 
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Late or modern family accounts indicate that Frederick M. Pugh was the fourth son 
of Absalom Pugh, and his birth about 1824 would fit in well between Absalom’s sons, Wil-
liam Howard Pugh (born 25 February 1822), and Absalom Clifton Pugh (born 16 November 
1826). Absalom had already relocated to neighboring Albemarle County by 1839, and most of 
his sons likewise remained there as young men and married in Albemarle County.6  The mar-
riage record(s) of Frederick M. Pugh has not yet been located, however. 

The 1860 U. S. Federal Census states that Frederick Rutledge Pugh was born in Nelson 
County about 1825-1826. That would fit appropriately with what is known about the fam-
ily of James Pugh, whose daughter, Elizabeth, was born about 1830 and daughter Nancy was 
born about 1832. Since Salina was about age 45 according to the 1850 census, her birth about 
1805 would make it logical for her to marry at about age twenty and be mother of a son born 
in 1826. James was at least ten years her senior, according to that census, so would have been 
born about 1795. The James living with Frederick in 1860, however, was stated to be age 69, or 
born about 1792. It would not be unusual, however, for him to be the same man, and that his 
age is simply reported to be three years off. Absalom Pugh was born about 1790 (or the year 
before), and the estate settlement made by his siblings would indicate that James was the next 
surviving son, born about 1792 (an eldest brother John died without issue before 1828). No 
other James of this age was found in 1860, and no Salina was found in the every name index-
es, indicating she died and that her husband James was a widower with grown children. 

At age 69, it is understandable that James should have retired from his work as a 
miller. There were several mills in Nelson County, one not far from the ancestral homestead.7  
He would not appear to be invalid in 1860, because he still had some personal estate. Unfortu-
nately, he was too young to serve in the War of 1812 (though Absalom Pugh did serve8), and 
thus did not apply for a pension. Again, one must ask why James would go live with the family 
of Frederick Rutledge Pugh in 1860—instead of with one of his own children—if he were not, 
in fact, ancestral. It is understandable that James died before 1870, but again, he apparently 
spent his last years with the family of Frederick Rutledge Pugh. 

Frederick Rutledge Pugh has already been followed in previous research into Bu-
chanan District, Botetourt County, Virginia, where he died. His wife survived him, and filed 

6  John Vogt & T. William Kethley, Jr., Albemarle County Marriages, 1780-1853… (Athens, GA: 
Iberian Publishing Co., 1991), FHL Book 975.5482 V2v, v. 1. Document 15. Genealogical Society of Utah, 
“Albemarle County, Virginia, Marriage Bonds, 1780-1868” (typescript, by the society, 1936), FHL Book 975.5482 
V2s. Document 16. 

7  A copy of the accounts of the mills in Nelson County was provided in previous research. 
8  Absalom Pugh, War of 1812 Record Abstract (Online: The Library of Virginia, 2005), <http://ajax.

lva.lib.va.us>, accessed February 2005. Document 26. 

there is only one James Pugh of this generation and region—that is, James Pugh, the second 
surviving son of Frederick Pugh and Betsy Morris (marriage bond 7 November 1785).3  This 
James had an older brother named Absalom who family accounts indicate was also father of a 
son named Frederick. 

There seems no doubt that Frederick Rutledge Pugh is descended from John Pugh, Sr., 
and his wife, Ann Reams, as it was her only brother, Frederick Reams, for whom her son Fred-
erick Pugh was named. It is through this Reams marriage that the name Frederick entered the 
Pugh family. It is well established that this eldest John Pugh and Willoughby Pugh4 purchased 
lands near the headwaters Hickory Creek, a branch of the Rockfish River, not far from the 
headwaters of Taylor Creek.5 This land was on the border of Albemarle County, so it is natural 
that some descendants would venture into the neighboring region of Nelson County. 

Frederick Pugh’s Parentage

The question, then, is not whether Frederick Rutledge Pugh was descended from the 
eldest John Pugh and his wife Ann Reams, but how. No relationships were stated in the enu-
merations of the 1850 or 1860 U. S. Federal Censuses. One would normally suggest that the 
Frederic Pugh living with a wife and child in the household of James Pugh in 1850 was James’s 
son. But by that same reasoning, one would normally conclude that the elderly James Pugh 
who was living with Frederick Rutledge Pugh in 1860 was his father. In this case the conflict 
arises because Frederick Rutledge Pugh—as “F. Pugh”—was living elsewhere with his own 
household in 1850, which included his wife, the ancestral Sarah J. Pugh, and his eldest son 
James Andrew Pugh. 

We must address two possible scenarios presented by this quandary. (1) Is it possible 
that an elderly widowed James Pugh would go live with a prosperous nephew in old age? Is 
it possible the nephew offered to let his uncle come live with him?  Or, (2) is it possible that, 
in 1850, James Pugh let his nephew come live with him, James’s only son Frederick having 
already set out on his own? As a miller, James might have needed a laborer in his household, 
and could have offered his nephew work, and a son of Absalom (who was a laborer into old 
age) could well have used a job. 

3  His uncle, James Pugh, who married Karrenhappuck Fitzpatrick 9 February 1801 had a son named 
James, but this was too late to be the man enumerated in Frederick R. Pugh’s household in 1860. 

4  Willoughby Pugh also had land across the border in Albemarle County, but he and his wife sold 
this land. Deed Abstracts of Albemarle County, Virginia, 1771-1772… (McLean, VA: The Antient Press, 1990), 
FHL Book 975.5482 R2s, v. 5, pt. 2. Document 18. 

5  TerraServer Image (Map), 31 km Southwest of Charlottesville, Virginia [Digital scan of U.S. 
Geological Survey maps] (Online: Microsoft Corporation, 2005) <http://terraserver.homeadvisor.msn.com>, 
accessed February 2005. Document 5. 
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either Frederick or either family existed, and not known whether that tradition could be 
shown not to be tainted by associations claimed after descendants did research (i.e., that it was 
an actual family tradition, rather than something that arose because someone had deduced it 
from their own research into the Pugh ancestry). 

Following Frederick M. Pugh later in life, in 1860 F. M. Pugh was residing without 
wife or child, a shoemaker aged 34. He resided in Albemarle County with the household of 
James Y. Good, a railroad engineer with a wife and seven children, and also with an additional 
boarder who was by profession a shoemaker but who was deaf and dumb.12  

In 1850, we are reliant on the census index compiled by Accelerated Indexing Systems, 
which was the basis for what became Ancestry.com’s online index. Now this has apparently 
been expanded into an every name index, which should be comprehensive, if there were not 
errors made in reading faded or illegible entries in the original. In 1860 and 1870, we have the 
added advantage of indexes compiled by HeritageQuest and Precision Indexing.13  That allows 
independent sampling, and a greater certitude that no Frederick, James or Salina was missed. 

By 1870, Frederick M. Pugh had married and resided in Lovington Post Office District 
in Nelson County.14  His occupation was again given as shoemaker, his age was 44, and he 
had $100 in personal property. His wife, Martha E., was age 22, and they had one son, James 
W. Pugh, age 1. By 1880, the family had moved to Amherst County.15  He was aged 56 (which 
age would fit better if he were Absalom’s son), his wife Martha was age 33, and they had three 
sons, James W. (age 12), Edward (age 8) and Clarence Pugh (age 4). 

Frederick M. Pugh died before the 1900 census was enumerated. His wife had 

12  1860 U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), St. Anne’s Parish, Albemarle County, Virginia, 
Page 655, Dwelling 1028, Family 1028, James Y. Good household, .jpeg image (Online:  ProQuest Company, 
2005), subscription database, [Digital scan of original records in the National Archives, Washington, DC], 
<http://www.heritagequestonline.com/>, accessed February 2005. Document 9. 

13  1860 U.S. Federal Census (Index), Virginia, .jpeg image (Online:  ProQuest Company, 2005), 
subscription database, [Digital scan of original records in the National Archives, Washington, DC], <http://www.
heritagequestonline.com/>, accessed February 2005. Document 8. 1870 U.S. Federal Census (Index), Virginia, 
.jpeg image (Online:  ProQuest Company, 2005), subscription database, [Digital scan of original records in 
the National Archives, Washington, DC], <http://www.heritagequestonline.com/>, accessed February 2005. 
Document 12. 

14  1870 U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), Lovingston Township, Nelson County, Virginia, 
Page 339, Dwelling 431, Family 450, Frederick M. Pugh household, .jpeg image (Online:  ProQuest Company, 
2005), subscription database, [Digital scan of original records in the National Archives, Washington, DC], 
<http://www.heritagequestonline.com/>, accessed February 2005. Document 13. 

15  1880 U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), Temperance District, Amherst County, Virginia, 
ED 21, Page 279C, Dwelling 153, Family 153, F. M. Pugh household, .jpeg image (Online: MyFamily.com, Inc., 
2005), subscription database [Digital scan of original records in the National Archives, Washington DC], <http://
www.ancestry.com/>, accessed February 2005. Document 21. 

for a pension as the widow of a Civil War Confederate Veteran.9  Her testimony verifies that 
it is certain her husband was the Frederick born in Nelson County and who married her in 
Nelson County in 1847.10 The Charlottesville, Virginia newspaper does not offer an obituary 
for Frederick R. Pugh.11

It is worth noting that Absalom Pugh occurs in Albemarle County in the personal 
property tax lists of 1839, 1840, 1841, 1842, 1843, 1844, 1846, etc. The fact that Absalom was 
established there, but that Frederick Rutledge Pugh married in Nelson County in 1847, and 
then appears in the personal property tax lists of Nelson County the following year after he 
established his own household may argue that—given Frederick was born in Nelson Coun-
ty—he was a resident of Nelson County, rather than Albemarle County, and thus more likely 
to be son of James Pugh. Frederick Pugh was taxed in Nelson County in 1850, 1851 and 1852 
as Frederick R. Pugh, so there is no question as to his identity. Frederick R. and Frederick M. 
Pugh are both taxed in Nelson County in 1854, and Frederick R. Pugh was still taxed in Nel-
son County in 1856, 1858, 1860 and 1861. 

Also, it is worth noting that Frederick Rutledge Pugh and Sarah Jane Wallace named 
their oldest son James Andrew Pugh. It would have seemed logical that the eldest son was 
named after both grandfathers, James Pugh and Andrew Wallace. 

One must also ask why family accounts place Frederick M. Pugh as son of Absalom 
Pugh, since no documentary association for his family of origin has been located yet aside 
from these apparently modern family accounts. What motivation would there be to place him 
there, as they appear to have known nothing of his marriage(s) or later life?  It is not known 
if there was actually a family tradition that Frederick Rutledge Pugh was son of a man named 
James; or on the contrary, why there was no tradition that he was one of seven brothers, many 
of whom also served as Confederate soldiers and two of whom were Baptist Ministers. It does 
not appear that the descendents of Absalom Pugh knew much more about Frederick M. Pugh 
than his name. They do not associate a wife or family with him. But they do distinctly provide 
his middle initial “M” which does, in fact, appear in later records research in this session lo-
cated (but does not appear in the 1850 U.S. Federal Census). It is not known how many older 
descendants might still be alive who would know of an independent tradition concerning 

9  Widow’s Application for Pension of a Confederate Veteran, Sarah J. Pugh, widow of F. R. Pugh 
(Online: The Library of Virginia, 2005), <http://lvaimage.lib.va.us/CP/html/1836.html>, accessed February 2005. 
Document 36. 

10  Virginia Confederate Pension Application, Act of 1900, Botetourt County, Virginia, for Sarah J. 
Pugh, Library of Virginia Reel 73 [obtained via correspondence with agent J. Ward]. Document 38.

11  Jan Cortez <cristian@netonecom.net>, “Medical Terms from Days of Old,” Racine County 
Wisconsin <http://www.jansdigs.com/Racine/medical.html>, accessed December 2005.
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life as much as we should now focus. He was involved in at least fifteen property transactions, 
according to the Nelson County deed indexes. These should all be checked, as well as for court 
records that might involve him. The advantage of doing research at the Family History Library 
(FHL) is that microfilms are immediately available, and do not have to be ordered. Almost ev-
erything available on microfilm at the Library of Virginia is also available at the FHL. This ex-
pedites the results of new or continued research, such as what should be done in this situation. 

Because there is a claim that Frederick M. Pugh was a son of Absalom Pugh, this fam-
ily and children now also need to be investigated. If it could be proved that a Frederick M. 
or F. M. Pugh did actually belong among Absalom’s sons, the lack of any other Frederick/F. 
Pugh in 1850 who could be Absalom’s son would render the weight of evidence heavily in the 
direction that the Frederic Pugh living with James in 1850 was indeed his nephew. However, 
it must be pointed out that Elijah Pugh, James and Absalom Pugh’s uncle, married Asley (var. 
Alice) Murrell (var. Merrill) in Amherst County by bond dated 30 March 1808, and had three 
sons and two daughters according to the age groupings of the 1820 census. They might have 
had further children. When arguing from negative proof (there can be no other possibility), 
then all other possibilities have to be checked and discounted. Some examination into the oth-
er Pughs living in this region must be made to account for them properly and be certain no 
other likely possibilities exist. For instance, Lewis Pugh has been grouped within the family of 
the eldest John Pugh and Ann Reams, but neither he nor his heirs participated in the various 
estate settlements concerning the eldest John Pugh’s estate or heirs, who had at one point been 
involved in a suit in chancery, according to one deed. 

The associations with the ancestral Frederick Rutledge Pugh in Nelson County might 
argue that he was son of James, who was certainly of Nelson County, which would explain 
why James resided with him in 1860 as an older man. But it is not conclusive enough at this 
point to state that the Frederic Pugh living with James in 1850 was his nephew, rather than his 
son. Further research must be done in Nelson and Albemarle Counties, aside from pursuing 
other leads where they might go. 

Paul C. Reed, FASG
Professional Genealogist

remarried Martin Mason about 1899 and they lived in Charlemont Township, Bedford Coun-
ty, Virginia.16  The census indicates she was mother of four children, three of whom were then 
alive. Her son William Pugh (James William) resided with his mother and stepfather. The two 
other surviving children (sons) were next door. Clarence Pugh was enumerated as head of 
household, with his brother Edward O. Pugh also in the household. 

Martha was dead by 1910, when Martin Mason resided alone as a widower in Camp-
bell County.17  He was stated to be father of four children, all then alive. Martin Mason ap-
pears to be the farmer who was residing in Seneca, Campbell County, Virginia in 1880 with 
a wife named Martha W. and three daughters. They lived not far from the family of Charles 
E. Mason.18  If that identification is correct, he is Martin Ethelbert Mason who was born in 
Campbell County and married (first) Martha A. Callahan in Campbell County 29 Decem-
ber 1874. She was born in Campbell County 1 October 1850 and died 9 April 1885 (likely in 
childbirth). 

Conclusion

At this point, it is not possible to conclude that Frederick Rutledge Pugh was son of 
James and Salina Pugh. If a death record could be found for Frederick M. Pugh, it would likely 
state his parentage. However, searches have already been made of the spotty death records 
available on microfilm for Amherst County (which did not cover the pertinent years) and 
Bedford County. For most regions of Virginia, after 1896 and before 1912, the registration of 
deaths was not required, and so deaths stopped being registered with county and state clerks. 
Frederick M. Pugh’s widow did not marry until about 1899, so he might not have died too 
much earlier. Given that one son resided with his widow, and the two others next door, he 
may have died in Bedford County. Some effort was made to track the sons and their children, 
because a biographical account or Bible record might state his parentage. 

Previous research has not concentrated on the details of Frederick Rutledge Pugh’s 

16  1900 U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), Charlemont Township, Bedford County, 
Virginia, ED 5, Page 65A, Dwellings 28, Family 29, Martin Mason household, .jpeg image (Online: MyFamily.
com, Inc., 2005), subscription database [Digital scan of original records in the National Archives, Washington 
DC], <http://www.ancestry.com/>, accessed February 2005. Document 22. 

17  1910 U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), Seneca District, Campbell County, Virginia, ED 
30, Page 1B, Dwelling 22, Family 22, Martin Mason household, .jpeg image (Online: MyFamily.com, Inc., 2005), 
subscription database [Digital scan of original records in the National Archives, Washington DC], <http://www.
ancestry.com/>, accessed February 2005. Document 23. 

18  The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, comp., 1880 United States Census and National 
Index, Seneca, Campbell County, Virginia (Online:  Intellectual Reserve, Inc., 2003), <http://www.familysearch.
org>, accessed February 2005. Document 25. 
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on the Lineage of Frederick R. Pugh,  

his father, James Pugh,  
and grandfather, Frederick Pugh

December 2005

Over the course of several research endeavors, there have been lingering questions regard-
ing about the parentage of Frederick Rutledge Pugh, who was b. February 1826 in Vir-

ginia. He is thought to be the son of James and Salina Pugh. Additionally, the family of Fred-
erick and Betsey (Morris) Pugh has not been adequately analyzed and properly configured. 

Helen F. M. Leary,  CG, CGL, FASG, FNGS, first pointed out that Frederick R. and his 
wife, Sarah (Wallace) Pugh, were living in Albemarle County, Virginia in the 1850 census, at a 
time when another Frederick Pugh, said to be Frederick M. Pugh, was living in the 1850 Nel-
son County, Virginia census household of James and Salina Pugh. Ms. Leary suggested that 
based on this 1850 census, one can’t be for certain that Frederick R. Pugh was the son of James 
and Salina. In fact, this 1850 census makes it appear that he was not.

As if this 1850 census were not enough to obfuscate the correct parentage of Freder-
ick R. Pugh, his alleged father, James Pugh, was identified in Frederick R. Pugh’s 1860 Nelson 
County, Virginia census household. James was widowed. Frederick M. Pugh was enumerated 
in Albemarle County, Virginia in 1860.

Mr. Reed, FASG, has undertaken considerable work in this session and ended up 
concurring that although it is plausible to suggest that Frederick R. Pugh was the son of James 
and Salina, there was no definitive proof available. As research continued beyond the time 
available to Mr. Reed, several items of import were uncovered. Setting up a comparison of the 
available data and its analysis, it is critical to list some facts about the two Frederick Pughs. In 
the remaining portion of the report, factual information is cited, analysis is written in regular 
type and suggestions for continued research are in italics.
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on the source of their information, and because it doesn’t appear that Frederick M. Pugh was 
married prior to his 1868 marriage, for no marriage record has been found for him, to date. 
However, although this seems a plausible possibility, the fact remains that Frederick M. Pugh 
was not identified in any other household in the 1850 census, or within in any other state in 
the Union.

In 1843, James Pugh (md. Salina) acquired a second tithable (white male over the age 
of 16) in the Nelson County, Virginia tax lists.8 Tax lists usually started in March of said year. 
Frederick R. Pugh would have just had his 17th birthday in February 1843 (1843-1826=17) 
and thus he would have been a perfect fit for this new tithable in James Pugh’s household, ap-
pearing in the March and April 1843 tax lists.

James Pugh (md. Saline) lost his second tithable in the 1848 Nelson County, Virginia 
tax lists.9 But, in the same year Frederick Pugh (no middle initial) appears in the tax lists next 
to him. The ancestral Frederick R. Pugh was married in March 1847, so it makes sense that 
Frederick R. Pugh would still be his father’s tax responsibility for the 1846 to 1847 tax year, 
but that Frederick would then appear as a lone tithable in the 1848 tax lists.

In the 1849 and 1850 Nelson County, Virginia tax lists, next to James Pugh, is a tith-
able named Frederick R. Pugh.10 This is probably the best piece of evidence, in that Frederick 
R. Pugh is never enumerated near Absalom Pugh, but he is enumerated near James Pugh 
for the early years in his married life and then again at the close of James Pugh’s life, in the 
late 1850s.11 These two times would be the two times that a son and his father would be most 
likely to be dependent upon one another. 

Frederick R. Pugh died 20 Nov 1903 in Buchanan District, Botetourt County, Virginia. 
No newspaper records housed at the Virginia Library record his death notice or obituary. 
Death records were not kept for this time and place on the state level. Research can check with 
county clerks to see if a death record was made for him. Funeral home records might list his next 
of kin or even his parents’ names.

8 Ibid., Tax list abstracts by Helen Leary, CG, CGL, FASG, FNGS, … dated 7 March 2004, page 21.
9 Ibid., Tax list abstracts by Helen Leary, CG, CGL, FASG, FNGS, … dated 7 March 2004, page 24

10 Ibid., Tax list abstracts by Helen Leary, CG, CGL, FASG, FNGS, … dated 7 March 2004, page 24.
11 Ibid., Tax list abstracts by Helen Leary, CG, CGL, FASG, FNGS,…dated 7 March 2004, pages 33-34.

The Ancestral Frederick R. Pugh, Asserted Son of James and Salina Pugh

Frederick R. Pugh was born 1 February 18261 in Nelson County,2 Virginia. The year 
of his birth was consistent throughout 4 of 5 censuses. The 1900 census and his Confeder-
ate pension application specifically list his birth as having occurred February 1826. It is very 
important to note that Absalom Pugh was not a tithable in the personal property tax lists of 
Nelson County Virginia from 1825 to 1830.3 

Frederick R. Pugh married Sarah Wallace on 23 March 1847 in Nelson County, Vir-
ginia. The original marriage license paper no longer exists but a very early handwritten copy 
of the license, which appears to have been made by the clerk of the county, was reviewed in 
this session. The handwritten copy of the license lists no witnesses, unfortunately. However, it 
does list Andrew Wallace as a surety.4

Frederick R. Pugh was caring for James Pugh in 1860, because James Pugh was living 
in F. R. Pugh’s household.5 This James Pugh is the same man who married Salina and lived 
in Nelson County, Virginia in the 1850 census.6 In 1860, James Pugh had 1 son (one of the 
Fredericks) and 2 daughters still living.7 It seems plausible to suggest that given the choice, 
James would live with one of his children when he was elderly and requiring care. One very 
plausible possibility with regard to the incongruity of the information in the 1850 census is 
that the census taker simply erred in his enumeration of James Pugh’s household. The reasons 
this is plausible possibility is that census takers sometimes made grievous errors, depending 

1  Per the 1900 census and per his Confederate Pension application. 1900 U.S. Federal Census 
(Population Schedule), Buchanan District, Botetourt County, Virginia, ED 49, ED 1b, Dwelling 24, Family 25, F. 
R. Pugh household. Virginia Confederate Pension Application, Act of 1900, Botetourt County, Virginia, for F. R. 
Pugh, Library of Virginia Reel 24 [obtained via correspondence with agent J. Ward].

2  Per the 1860 census. 1860 U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), PO Afton, Nelson County, 
Virginia, Page 773, Dwelling 607, Family 607, Frederick R. Pugh household. Frederick R. Pugh, 36, male, 
merchant, $0, $2000, born Nelson County.

3  From tax list abstracts made by Helen Leary, CG, CGL, FASG, FNGS, in a report to Dr. V. Watson 
Pugh, dated 7 March 2004.

4  Nelson County, Virginia County Clerk, Handwritten Copy of Original Marriage Licenses Register 
with Additional Entries 1808-1878 (Richmond [Virginia]: Filmed by the Virginia State Library, 1985), FHL 
Microfilm 32714.

5  1860 U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), PO Afton, Nelson County, Virginia, Page 773, 
Dwelling 607, Family 607, Frederick R. Pugh household.

6  1850 U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), Nelson County, Virginia, Page 296b, Dwelling 
1137, Family 1137, James Pugh household.

7  Both Frederick R. Pugh and Frederick M. Pugh were still alive in 1860. In addition, Elizabeth J. 
(Pugh) Mays and Nancy B. (Pugh) Kurtz, were also still alive in 1860. 1860 U.S. Federal Census (Population 
Schedule), St. Anne’s Parish, Albemarle County, Virginia, Page 128, Dwelling 956, Family 949, Adam H. Kurtz 
household. 1860 U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), PO Greenfield, Nelson County, Virginia, Page 770-
771, Dwelling 588, Family 588, Joseph S. Mays household. Elizabeth Mays, 30, Nelson.
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Virginia18 is likely Frederick Pugh, Sr., who was born 1802, and the brother of Morris and 
Absalom Pugh. This assertion is made due to the fact that Morris Pugh is taxed near Frederick 
Pugh from 1840 to 184519 and both men disappear from Albemarle tax lists about the same 
time. Frederick Pugh, Sr. and his brother, Morris Pugh, moved to Pocahontas County, (now 
West) Virginia about the mid-1840s, and certainly they were there by 1850.20 Morris Pugh was 
enumerated in the 1840 census of Albemarle County, Virginia, and his household may have 
included his brother, Frederick Pugh.21

Frederick M. Pugh was enumerated in the 1860 census of St. Anne’s Parish, Albe-
marle County, Virginia and he was employed as a shoemaker.22 He carried on this profession 
throughout his life, for he was enumerated in the 187023 and 188024 censuses as a shoemaker. 
The only other shoe makers among the Pugh clan members who lived in Nelson, Albemarle, 
and Amherst Counties, Virginia, at the time of the 1850 or 1860 censuses were John Boyd 
Pugh, son of Absalom Pugh, and Nelson Pugh, son of Elijah B. Pugh.25 This fact tends to align 
Frederick M. Pugh with either Elijah B. Pugh or Absalom Pugh, more so than James Pugh, 
who was employed as a miller. It would be prudent to check the court records of Nelson and 
Albemarle Counties, Virginia for any reference to John Boyd Pugh or Frederick M. Pugh having 
been bound out to an individual to learn the shoemaker trade. 

18  Ibid., Tax list abstracts by Helen Leary, CG, CGL, FASG, FNGS, … dated 7 March 2004, pages 
18-22.

19  Ibid., Tax list abstracts by Helen Leary, CG, CGL, FASG, FNGS, … dated 7 March 2004, pages 
18-22.

20  1850 U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), Forty Seventh District, Pocahontas County, 
Virginia, Page 291, Dwelling 421, Family 422, Frederick Pugh household. 1850 U.S. Federal Census (Population 
Schedule), Forty Seventh District, Pocahontas County, Virginia, Page 284, Dwelling 330, Family 330, Maurice 
Pugh household.

21  1840 U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), St. Anne’s Parish, Albemarle County, Virginia, 
Page 154, Line 13, Morris Pugh household. [Next to Absalom Pugh and Lewis Pugh].

22  1860 U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), St. Anne’s Parish, Albemarle County, Virginia, 
Page 655, Dwelling 1028, Family 1028, James Y. Good household.

23  1870 U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), Lovingston Township, Nelson County, Virginia, 
Page 339, Dwelling 431, Family 450, Frederick M. Pugh household. 

24  1880 U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), Temperance District, Amherst County, Virginia, 
ED 21, Page 279C, Dwelling 153, Family 153, F. M. Pugh household.

25  1850 and 1860 U.S. Federal Census (Soundex and Index), Virginia, all Pugh households 
in Amherst, Albemarle and Nelson Counties, Virginia, .jpeg image (Online: MyFamily.com, Inc., 2005), 
subscription database [Digital scan of original records in the National Archives, Washington DC], <http://www.
ancestry.com/>, accessed December 2005.

Frederick M. Pugh, Alleged Son of Absalom and Sarah (Carroll) Pugh

Frederick M. Pugh was born between 1824 and 1826.12 His age varies somewhat in 
census records, but not by much. It is precisely this consistency in age that makes discern-
ing Frederick M. Pugh and Frederick R. Pugh difficult when the two men do not distinguish 
themselves when their middle initials.

The 1850 census that has been attributed to Frederick M. Pugh suggests that he was 
married circa 1848 to Mary ___. However, nothing could be discovered about this marriage 
or the post-1850 whereabouts of F. M. Pugh’s alleged wife, Mary, or his daughter, Nancy. As 
suggested earlier, in the analysis of Frederick R. Pugh, above, the 1850 census taker could have 
erred regarding the composition of James Pugh’s household. 

Frederick M. Pugh certainly married about 1868 to Martha ___. They were identified 
as husband and wife in the 187013 and 188014 censuses. A very thorough, and page by page, re-
view of both the Nelson15 and Albemarle Counties,16 Virginia marriage registers from 1866 to 
1870 failed to identify a marriage for Frederick M. Pugh. This 1868 marriage should be sought 
in original records when research continues. In this era of Virginia’s history, marriage records of-
ten listed the names of relatives or parents. It is suggested that the marriage registers of Charlotte, 
Bedford, Augusta, and other surrounding counties be examined.

Frederick M. Pugh does NOT appear as a positively identifiable tithable (that is, with 
his middle initial “M”) in the Nelson or Albemarle County, Virginia tax lists for the years Hel-
en Leary studied.17 The Frederick Pugh who in the 1840 to 1845 tax lists of Albemarle County, 

12  Per the 1850 to 1880 censuses. 1850 U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), Nelson County, 
Virginia, Page 296b, Dwelling 1137, Family 1137, James Pugh household.1860 U.S. Federal Census (Population 
Schedule), St. Anne’s Parish, Albemarle County, Virginia, Page 655, Dwelling 1028, Family 1028, James Y. Good 
household. 1870 U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), Lovingston Township, Nelson County, Virginia, 
Page 339, Dwelling 431, Family 450, Frederick M. Pugh household. 1880 U.S. Federal Census (Population 
Schedule), Temperance District, Amherst County, Virginia, ED 21, Page 279C, Dwelling 153, Family 153, F. M. 
Pugh household.

13  1870 U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), Lovingston Township, Nelson County, Virginia, 
Page 339, Dwelling 431, Family 450, Frederick M. Pugh household.

14  1880 U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), Temperance District, Amherst County, Virginia, 
ED 21, Page 279C, Dwelling 153, Family 153, F. M. Pugh household.

15  Nelson County Virginia County Clerk, Marriage Registers 1854-1905 (Richmond [Virginia]: 
Filmed by the Virginia State Library, 1985), FHL Microfilm 2047076 Item 2.

16  Albemarle County, Virginia County Clerk, Marriage Registers 1854-1940 (Salt Lake City, Utah: 
Filmed by the Genealogical Society of Utah, 1949), FHL Microfilm 30271, Item 4.

17  The years she read for Nelson County, Virginia were 1809-1861 and for Albemarle County, 
Virginia they were read from 1839-1853 Ibid., Tax list abstracts by Helen Leary, CG, CGL, FASG, FNGS, … 
dated 7 March 2004.
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Thus, an intensive rebuilding of the family of Frederick and Betsey (Morris) Pugh was 
undertaken in this research session. The logic and resources used to complete the rebuilding 
are listed below so that the proposed family group can be fully and instantly understood by 
all future researchers studying the Nelson and Albemarle County, Virginia Pughs. In other 
words, the below summary will memorialize all research to date, so that it does not need to be 
repeated again in order for other researchers to instantly understand and accept the familial 
connections.

Frederick Pugh was born circa 1763/1764 in Amelia County,28 Virginia. He died 
between 1808 and 180929 in Nelson County, Virginia. Frederick married Elizabeth ‘Betsy’ 
Morris on 7 Nov 1785 in Amherst County, Virginia.30 Elizabeth was born between 1760 and 
176431 in Virginia. She died after 184032 in St. Anne’s Parish, Albemarle County, Virginia. They 
had the following children, whose names were proved by an 1828 land transaction:33

i. Polly Pugh was born between 1786 and 179034 in Amherst County, Vir-
ginia. Records suggest that she was unmarried in 182835 and appears to 

28  Frederick Pugh’s purported brother, John Pugh, stated that he was born in Amelia County, 
Virginia on “18th of November  1762 or 1763” in his Revolutionary War pension application.

29  Frederick Pugh was not listed in the 1809 tax list of Nelson County, Virginia. Taxes were not taken 
in 1808 in Virginia. Elizabeth Pugh, Frederick’s widow, appears in the 1810 census of Nelson County, and then 
the 1811 tax list of Nelson County.

30  William Montgomery Sweeny, Marriage Bonds of Amherst County, Virginia, 1763-1800 
(Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Company, 1973), FHL Book 975.5496 V2sw.

31  In 1810, she was over 45 years old (born before 1764). In 1830, she was between 60 and 70 years 
old (born between 1760 and 1770).

32  Elizabeth Pugh is likely the 70 to 80 year old female in the 1840 St. Anne’s Parish census household 
of her son, Morris Pugh. 1840 U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), St. Anne’s Parish, Albemarle County, 
Virginia, Page 154, Line 13, Morris Pugh household.

33  All children were born in Amherst County, Virginia because Frederick Pugh is in the personal 
property tax lists of Amherst County from at least 1787 to 1807. All children were named in an 1828 deed. 
Absalom Pugh and Salley his wife, James Pugh Jr. and Saline his wife; Jesse Burks, Frederick Pugh, Morris Pugh, 
and Polley Pugh of Albemarle, Virginia to John M. Smith of Nelson County. The Pugh heirs sold interest in the 
estate of their grandfather “John Pugh, the Elder,” deceased, which estate lies in the County of Nelson, for the 
sum of $100. Signed Absalom Pugh, Salley Pugh, James Pugh, Salina Pugh, Jesse Burks, Frederick Pugh, Morris 
Pugh, Polley Pugh. Witnessed by Milton Wood, Allen Foster and William Chewning. Acknowledged 23 Mar 
1829 in Nelson County, Virginia and proved by oath of Allen Foster. Nelson County Virginia Court Clerk, Deed 
books, 1808-1900, Deed Book 7, p. 104 (Salt Lake City:  Filmed by the Genealogical Society of Utah, 1949), FHL 
Microfilm 2047092.

34  Her parents were married in 1785, so she would be born after that date. Polly Pugh was between 
40 and 50 years of age in the 1830 census, and between 50 and 60 years of age in the 1840 census.

35  She is listed as Polly Pugh in an 1828 listing of heirs (see footnote 30). However, it is important 
to explore the possibility that she was a widow to one of Frederick Pugh’s older sons who was dead by the time 
of the 1828 deed. Ibid., Nelson County Virginia Court Clerk, Deed books, 1808-1900, Deed Book 7, p. 104 (Salt 

Frederick M. Pugh died sometime after the 188026 census, but before 1899.27 It is pos-
sible that a death record survives for Frederick, because death records were kept by the Vir-
ginia counties until 1896 (some spottily after that date). The FHL has death records for Bed-
ford County up to 1897, for Amherst-Dinwiddie to 1896 (but many years are missing), and for 
Amherst County proper to 1896. These should be consulted for the pre-1899 death of Frederick 
M. Pugh.

Reviewing the naming patterns for the children of Frederick M. Pugh – Nancy, James 
W., Edward O., and Clarence S. – there is no distinct name to associate him or his children 
with the known children of Absalom Pugh. Although, Frederick M.’s son, Edward, could be 
considered a close match for Frederick M.’s alleged brother, Edwin Pugh. It was duly noted 
that James and Salina Pugh had a daughter named Nancy Pugh. 

Frederick M. Pugh had three purported brothers who lived past 1900 – John Boyd 
Pugh (d. 1900), Absalom Clifton Pugh (d. 1911), and William Howard Pugh (d. 1904). It 
seems plausible to suggest that at some time in their lives, these purported brothers would 
have interacted in such a way as was documented by some written record. Finding out more 
about these three purported brothers, and whether or not they interacted with Frederick M. 
Pugh is important. It is possible that death notices about them would mention Frederick M. 
Pugh as a previously deceased brother, or that Frederick M. Pugh’s sons were their surviving 
nephews. The FHL is not well suited for newspaper research. It is first critical to establish what 
newspapers were printed and circulated in the Nelson, Albemarle, and Bedford County areas in 
the 1880-1900 time period. This type of newspaper inventory research can be accomplished by us 
via telephone or email correspondence with local librarians in the said counties. Sometimes the 
librarians are kindly enough to do the research, as well, on off-hours, and for a fee. 

Frederick and Betsey (Morris) Pugh

As part of continued research on determining the proper ancestry of Frederick R. 
Pugh, it was determined that another way to prove his immediate relationship to other Pughs 
of his same generation, particularly Frederick M. Pugh, was to undertake a detailed review of 
all documentation regarding his Pugh grandparents – Frederick and Betsey (Morris) Pugh – 
and their children. 

26  1880 U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), Temperance District, Amherst County, Virginia, 
ED 21, Page 279C, Dwelling 153, Family 153, F. M. Pugh household.

27  Frederick M. Pugh’s widow, Martha, married Martin Mason about 1899, per the 1900 census. 1900 
U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), Charlemont Township, Bedford County, Virginia, ED 5, Page 65A, 
Dwellings 28, Family 29, Martin Mason household.
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died between 1861 and 1870 and likely in Nelson County, Virginia. James 
married Salina [speculation that Rutledge or Hall was her surname] some 
time between 1823 and 182542 in Virginia. Salina was born circa 1805 in 
Virginia. She died between 1851 and 1860 in Nelson County, Virginia.

v. Frederick Pugh was born circa 1802-180343 in Amherst County, Virginia. 
He died between 1860 and 187044 in Pocahontas County, Virginia. Fred-
erick married Frederick married Delilah (Arbrogast) Wooddell, a widow, 
on 31 Jan 1850 in Pocahontas County, Virginia. Delilah was born 1806 in 
Virginia. She died after 1870.

vi. Elizabeth Pugh was born circa 1800-180145 in Amherst County, Virginia. 
She died before Nov 182846 in Nelson County, Virginia. Elizabeth mar-
ried Jesse Burks on 8 Nov 1819 in Nelson County, Virginia. Jesse was born 
about 1793.

vii. Morris Pugh was born circa 1805-180647 in Amherst County, Virginia. He 
died after 1880 in Union Twp., Barbour County, Virginia.48 Morris mar-
ried Sarah Pugh on 23 Jan 1833 in Nelson County, Virginia. Sarah was 

Virginia, Page 773, Dwelling 607, Family 607, Frederick R. Pugh household. James Pugh, 69, male, $0, $30, born 
Albemarle.

42  Salina would have married at about 18 years of age, or 1823. The first child, Frederick Pugh, was 
born in 1826, and presumably was conceived after marriage and in the previous year, it being 1825.

43  Birth year from 1850 to 1860 censuses. Birth place extrapolated from the fact that his father, 
Frederick Pugh, was a tithable in Amherst County, Virginia at the time of his birth.

44  Frederick was alive in 1860. 1860 U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), PO Green Bank, 
Pocahontas County, Virginia, Page 764, Dwelling 636, Family 580, Frederic Pugh household. His widow was 
enumerated in 1870. 1870 U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), PO Green Bank, Meade Township, 
Pocahontas County, West Virginia, Page 31a, Dwelling 56, Family 59, Delila Pugh household. Document 44.

45  Elizabeth married in 1819, so she was born before 1801. The 1810 census records suggest she was 
born between 1800 and 1810, presuming a correct interpretation of the 1810 census household of Elizabeth Pugh 
has been presented. 1810 U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), Nelson County, Virginia, Page 166, Line 13, 
Elizabeth Pugh household.

46  Her death date is inferred from the fact that only her husband, Jesse Burks was named in a list of 
heirs for Frederick Pugh in the same 1828 land deed that established the names of Frederick Pugh’s children.

47  Information on his birth year was consistent between the 1850 through 1880 censuses. 1850 U.S. 
Federal Census (Population Schedule), Forty Seventh District, Pocahontas County, Virginia, Page 284, Dwelling 
330, Family 330, Maurice Pugh household. 1860 U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), Barbour County, 
Virginia, Page 224, Dwelling 1588, Family 1588, Morris Pugh household. 1870 U.S. Federal Census (Population 
Schedule), Union Township, Barbour County, Virginia, Page 127, Dwelling 192, Family 192, Morris Pugh 
household. 1880 U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), Union Township, Barbour County, Virginia, ED 73, 
Sheet 24d, Dwelling 243, Family 243, Morris Pugh household. Document 43.

48  Morris was alive in 1880, but could not be found in the 1900 census. 1880 U.S. Federal Census 
(Population Schedule), Union Township, Barbour County, Virginia, ED 73, Sheet 24d, Dwelling 243, Family 243, 
Morris Pugh household.

have died sometime after 184036 in St. Anne’s Parish, Albemarle County, 
Virginia. Polly Pugh could not be identified in records, yet, after 1840. She 
may have been the widow of one of Frederick Pugh’s older sons. This should 
be explored, even though she fits well as a daughter in the 1810 census.

ii. John Pugh was born circa 1788-178937 in Amherst County, Virginia. He 
died after Jun 184038 in St. Anne’s Parish, Albemarle County, Virginia. John 
married ______ between 1809 and 1814. John’s wife was born between 
1790 and 1800. John Pugh could not be positively identified, yet, in records 
after 1840.

iii. Absalom Pugh was born between 1790 and 179139 in Amherst County, 
Virginia. He died after 186040 in St. Anne’s Parish, Albemarle County, Vir-
ginia. Absalom married Sally N. Carroll, daughter of Thomas Carroll, on 4 
Nov 1815 in Nelson County, Virginia. Sally was born 1791 in Virginia. She 
died after 1860 in St. Anne’s Parish, Albemarle County, Virginia. 

iv. James Pugh was born circa 1794-179541 in Albemarle County, Virginia. He 

Lake City:  Filmed by the Genealogical Society of Utah, 1949), FHL Microfilm 2047092.
36  Polly Pugh is likely the 50 to 60 year old female in the household of her brother, Morris Pugh. 

1840 U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), St. Anne’s Parish, Albemarle County, Virginia, Page 154, Line 
13, Morris Pugh household.

37  He is specifically listed as the “son of Frederick” in several occasions in the personal property 
tax lists of Nelson County, Virginia. He was a tithable and listed on his own in 1810, so he was of age (over 21 
years old). Thus, John Pugh was born before 1789. In the 1830 census, John Pugh is aged 30, but less than 40 
years. 1830 U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), Nelson County, Virginia, Page 120, Line 3, John Pugh 
household. He is enumerated right after Elizabeth Pugh, his widowed mother, in this census year. Furthermore, 
he can be identified as John Pugh “son of Frederick” because in the 1830 personal property tax lists of Nelson 
County, John Pugh is specifically notated as the “son of Frederick” and he is listed after Morris Pugh and 
Frederick Pugh, who were known sons of Elizabeth. In fact, all three men – John Pugh “son of Frederick,” Morris 
Pugh, and Frederick Pugh – were taxed on April 15. 

38  1840 U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), St. Anne’s Parish, Albemarle County, Virginia, 
Page 154, Line 2, John Pugh household. This John Pugh household matches the 1830 census for the known John 
Pugh, “son of Frederick,” well. He shows up in the 1840 census of St. Anne’s Parish, Albemarle County, Virginia 
at the same time that his brother, Morris, and mother, Elizabeth, moved to St. Anne’s.

39  The 1850 and 1860 censuses are consistent in regard to his age. He is listed as 60 years old in 1850 
and 70 years old in 1860. 1850 U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), Forty Seventh District, Albemarle 
County, Virginia, Page 278, Dwelling 1775, Family 1775, Absalom Pugh household. 1860 U.S. Federal Census 
(Population Schedule), St. Annes Parish, Albemarle County, Virginia, Dwelling 1142, Family 1126, Absalom 
Pugh household. 

40  He was alive in 1860. 1860 U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), St. Anne’s Parish, 
Albemarle County, Virginia, Dwelling 1142, Family 1126, Absalom Pugh household.

41  His age extrapolated from 1850 and 1860 censuses as compared to information from tax lists. 
He could have been born as early as 1791, but it is not likely. In the 1860 census, James Pugh specifically noted 
that he was born in Albemarle County. 1860 U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), Nelson County, 
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need to be better documented in order to establish better paternity evidence for Frederick R. 
and Frederick M. Pugh – Absalom and John Pugh. Since no positively identifiable record of 
John Pugh “son of Frederick” (there were so many John Pughs, sorting them has been ex-
tremely difficult) could be found after 1840, research turned to the study of the children of 
Absalom and Sallie N. (Carroll) Pugh.

Children of Absalom and Sallie N. (Carroll) Pugh

The relationship of Absalom to his purported children has not yet been documented 
by researchers working on this project for V. Watson Pugh. What follows is a discussion of 
family relationships for the purported children of Absalom Pugh.

Absalom C. Pugh married Marthena Critizer on 10 December 1850.49 John B. Pugh 
married Adelina F. Critzer on 16 September 1844.50 Both marriages took place in Albemarle 
County, and William Critzer was a bondsman in each ceremony. It was a common practice 
in early Virginia, for siblings in one family to marry siblings in another family. So, these two 
marriage records suggest that Absalom C. and John B. Pugh were brothers. They are alleged 
to be sons of Absalom Pugh. Absalom C. Pugh married (second) to Nancy J. Thacker on 3 
March 1856.51 Post 1854 marriage records of Virginia usually list the bride and groom’s par-
ents’ names. Indeed, it was with this marriage record that the parentage of Absalom C. Pugh 
was confirmed. The original marriage register of Albemarle County, Virginia records the fol-
lowing information about this marriage:

11 March 1856. Absalom C. Pugh, age 27, widowed, born Albemarle, son of 
Absalom & Sarah Pugh to Nancy J. Thacker, age 19, born Albemarle, daughter 
of Lewis & Nancy J. – by Joshua Woodson.52

Not only is it significant that John B. Pugh and Absalom C. Pugh both married daugh-
ters of William Critzer, but the naming patterns of their offspring point to a close relationship, 
as well. Absalom C. Pugh’s middle name (from family records) was Clifton – Absalom Clifton 

49  John Vogt & T. William Kethley, Jr., Albemarle County Marriages, 1780-1853… (Athens, GA: 
Iberian Publishing Co., 1991), FHL Book 975.5482 V2v, v. 1. Document 15.

50  John Vogt & T. William Kethley, Jr., Albemarle County Marriages, 1780-1853… (Athens, GA: 
Iberian Publishing Co., 1991), FHL Book 975.5482 V2v, v. 1. Document 15.

51  Genealogical Society of Utah, “Albemarle County, Virginia, Marriage Bonds, 1780-1868” 
(typescript, by the society, 1936), FHL Book 975.5482 V2s. Document 16.

52  1856 Mar 11 - Marriage. Absalom C. Pugh, age 27, widowed, born Albemarle, son of Absalom & 
Sarah Pugh to Nancy J. Thacker, age 19, born Albemarle, daughter of Lewis & Nancy J. - by Joshua Woodson. 
Albemarle County, Virginia County Clerk, Marriage Registers 1854-1940 (Salt Lake City, Utah: Filmed by the 
Genealogical Society of Utah, 1949), Book 1, Page 5, License 32, FHL Microfilm 30271, Item 4.

born 1813 in Virginia. She died after 1880 in Union Twp., Barbour County, 
Virginia.

Nothing more could be learned about Frederick and Betsey (Morris) Pugh’s daugh-
ter, Polly Pugh, after 1840. Additionally, it was not clear what happened to John Pugh “son 
of Frederick” (from tax lists) and his relatively large family of children after 1840. 1830 was 
the last year that John Pugh was described as “son of Frederick” in the tax lists. So, at least 
it is certain that he was alive at that time. The John Pugh family of 1830 Nelson County was 
identified in the 1840 census of St. Anne’s Parish, Albemarle County, and his brother, Morris 
Pugh and their mother, Elizabeth Pugh, made the same move in 1840. His children are very 
much unknown and this is problematic for a thorough study of the possible parents for children 
in Frederick R. Pugh’s generation. It is important to point out here that John Pugh had a male 
child in his household who was born between 1825 and 1830. He could be a candidate to be the 
father of one of the Frederick Pughs, both of whom were born in 1826.

The children of Absalom Pugh are also problematic. He has been ascribed several 
children for which there is little proof, to date, that he is, in fact, the father. His family will be 
discussed further a little later in this report.

The two daughters of James Pugh have been generally accepted and well documented. 
James and Salina Pugh also had a son named Frederick Pugh. Research continues to seek 
additional documentation that supports or refutes the currently accepted hypothesis that 
Frederick R. Pugh was the son of James Pugh. No other male children appear to have been in 
James Pugh’s household. 

Frederick Pugh, son of Frederick and Betsey (Morris) Pugh did not have any children. 
He married a widow, Delilah (Arbrogast) Wooddell in 1850 and she had several children. It is 
likely that Frederick cared for those children as his own. But, prior to 1850, he did not appear 
to have married or been on his own as a head of household. Since he had no children, this son 
did not contribute to the confusion regarding Frederick R. and Frederick M. Pugh.

The last known son of Frederick and Betsey (Morris) Pugh was Morris Pugh, born 
circa 1805-1806. He married Sarah Pugh (relationship unknown) in 1833. They had several 
children, all of whom moved to Pocahontas County, Virginia with their parents. His genera-
tion of children need not be studied further, in order to sort out the two Frederick Pughs, 
for they moved out of the Nelson and Albemarle County, Virginia area. So, Morris Pugh’s 
offspring also did not contribute to the confusion regarding the parentage of Frederick R. and 
Frederick M. Pugh.

There are two sons of Frederick and Sarah (Morris) Pugh, then, who had offspring that 
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living in Chesterfield County, Virginia.58 Family records indicate that he served and died in 
the Civil War. However, no indication that this was the case has been found. James F. Pugh did 
die, however, between 1860 and 1870, for his widow, Jane Pugh, was a head of household in 
Chesterfield County, Virginia in 1870.59 

It is unlikely that a death record from this time period would list the parents’ names 
for James F. Pugh. However, sometimes the county clerks would report the parents’ names on 
death records. Searching Chesterfield County, Virginia death records between 1860 and 1870 is 
suggested, just to eliminate the possibility that a death record exists for him and that it might list 
his father’s name. Besides examining Civil War records for James F. Pugh, the only other records 
that might contain biographical information about him would be Baptist Church records, espe-
cially those regarding his ordination, should they still exist.

Not much is known about Henry W. Pugh and his purported connection to Absalom 
and Sarah Pugh. Henry named one of his sons Absalom Pugh. Perhaps it is for this reason he 
has been associated with Absalom and Sarah (Carroll) Pugh. More research should be done 
on Henry W. Pugh.

Clifton Pugh is a young man who could not be identified in anything but the 1850 
census. In the 1850 census of Nelson County, Virginia, Clifton Pugh was living with James F. 
Pugh,60 who research suggests is the son of Absalom and Sarah (Carroll) Pugh. He was only 
21 years old. The man known as Absalom C. Pugh varied widely in age, but appears to have 
been older than 21. Clifton may certainly represent Absalom, for he doesn’t appear after 1850. 
But, it seemed prudent to mention him here, as another possible relative.

Edwin Alexander Pugh was born circa 1834 and married Mary Price on 9 Nov 1857 
in Albemarle County, Virginia. His marriage record was sought, in order to determine the 
names of his parents. But, upon finding the marriage record, it was learned that the clerk did 
not record his parents’ names or any other details concerning the marriage.61

58  1860 U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), Southern District, Ettrick Factory, Chesterfield 
County, Virginia, Page 544b, Dwelling 607, Family 617, James Pugh household, .jpeg image (Online: MyFamily.
com, Inc., 2005), subscription database [Digital scan of original records in the National Archives, Washington 
DC], <http://www.ancestry.com/>, accessed December 2005. Document 46.

59  1870 U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), PO Petersburg, Chester Township, Chesterfield 
County, Virginia, Page 223a, Dwelling 435, Family 505, Jane Pugh household, .jpeg image (Online: MyFamily.
com, Inc., 2005), subscription database [Digital scan of original records in the National Archives, Washington 
DC], <http://www.ancestry.com/>, accessed December 2005. Document 52.

60  1850 U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), Nelson County, Virginia, Page 290b, Dwelling 
1047, Family 1047, James F. Pugh household.

61  Albemarle County, Virginia County Clerk, Marriage Registers 1854-1940 (Salt Lake City, Utah: 
Filmed by the Genealogical Society of Utah, 1949), FHL Microfilm 30271, Item 4. 9 Nov 1857 Marriage of Edwin 
A. Pugh to Mary P. Johnson. Bonds not recorded. No parents recorded.

Pugh. John B. Pugh named his second son Clifton Pugh – William Clifton Pugh, born 1847.53 
It certainly seems probable that John B. Pugh and Absalom C. Pugh were brothers.

 William H. Pugh married Macca Ann Thurmond on 27 Apr 1844. James F. Pugh 
served as one of the witnesses to the marriage.54 Both James F. Pugh and William H. Pugh are 
said to have been sons of Absalom Pugh. William H. Pugh married (second) to Mary Price 
Pugh on 21 March 1866.55 William H. Pugh’s parentage was proved by the record of this sec-
ond marriage, in the marriage registers of Albemarle County, Virginia.

6 Mar 1866. William H. Pugh, 45 years, widowed, born Nelson, son of Ab-
salom & Sarah to Mary P. Pugh, 27 years, single, born Fluvanna, daughter of 
Lewis N. & Sarah – by A. C. Pugh.56

Tax lists were generally quite unhelpful and inconclusive about the children of Absa-
lom Pugh. At no time were any of the males listed as “son of Absalom.” Therefore, following 
the men forward in time, to their deaths, and acquiring all documents about them seems to be 
the next logical step.

James F. Pugh was born about 1817 and family records suggest that he was the son 
of Absalom Pugh. He married Jane Neil on 29 May 1841 in Monroe County, Virginia. It is 
unclear why James F. Pugh was marrying in relatively distant Monroe County, Virginia. How-
ever, a connection to Monroe County, Virginia, was cited in the Revolutionary War pension 
application of John Pugh (born 1758-1760, son of John Pugh “The Elder.” Perhaps records of 
Monroe County would hold more information about the Pugh family. It would be prudent to at 
least examine the marriage records of Monroe County for this marriage to see what information 
they might hold.

In any case, it is clear that James F. Pugh was well schooled, because he worked as a 
teacher in 1850 in Nelson County, Virginia.57 By 1860 he was listed as a Baptist Minister and 

53  Name from the 1850 census. 1850 U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), Nelson County, 
Virginia, Page 290b, Dwelling 1045, Family 1045, John Pugh household. Clifton Pugh, 3, VA.

54  John Vogt & T. William Kethley, Jr., Albemarle County Marriages, 1780-1853… (Athens, GA: 
Iberian Publishing Co., 1991), FHL Book 975.5482 V2v, v. 1. Document 15.

55  Genealogical Society of Utah, “Albemarle County, Virginia, Marriage Bonds, 1780-1868” 
(typescript, by the society, 1936), FHL Book 975.5482 V2s. Document 16.

56  1866 Mar 6 - Marriage. William H. Pugh, 45 years, widowed, born Nelson, son of Absalom & 
Sarah to Mary P. Pugh, 27 years, single, born Fluvanna, daughter of Lewis N. & Sarah - by A. C. Pugh. Albemarle 
County, Virginia County Clerk, Marriage Registers 1854-1940 (Salt Lake City, Utah: Filmed by the Genealogical 
Society of Utah, 1949), Book 1, Page 27, Line 48, FHL Microfilm 30271, Item 4.

57  1850 U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), Nelson County, Virginia, Page 290b, Dwelling 
1047, Family 1047, James F. Pugh household.
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Offlighter on 26 Apr 1840 in Nelson County Virginia. Elizabeth was born 
1820 in Augusta County Virginia.

iii. William Howard Pugh (Proved son) was born 25 Feb 1822 in Albemarle 
County Virginia. He died 22 Dec 1904 in Albemarle County Virginia and 
was buried in Rodes United Methodist Church, Afton, Virginia. William 
married (1) Maccarina (“Macca Ann”) Thurmond on 8 May 1844 in Al-
bemarle County Virginia. Maccarina was born 12 Apr 1823 in Albemarle 
County Virginia. She died after 1856. William also married (2) Mary P. 
Pugh, daughter of Lewis N. Pugh and Sarah, on 6 Mar 1866 in Albemarle 
County Virginia. Mary was born 22 Oct 1840 in Fluvanna County Virginia. 
She died 17 Jun 1883.

iv. John Boyd Pugh (Likely son) was born 1824/1825 in Virginia. He died 27 
Dec 1900 in Milford, Caroline County Virginia and was buried in Bay-
lor Family Cemetery, Milford, Caroline County Virginia. John married 
Adeline F. Critzer, daughter of William Critzer, on 16 Sep 1844 in Albe-
marle County Virginia. Adeline was born 1826/1827 in Albemarle County 
Virginia.

v. Frederick M. Pugh (Questionable son) was born 1825/1826 in , , Virginia. 
He died 1880/1900 in Virginia. Frederick married (1) Mary in 1848 in Vir-
ginia. Mary was born 1829 in Virginia. Frederick also married (2) Martha 
in 1868 in Virginia. Martha was born 1826 in Virginia. She died 1900/1910 
in Bedford County Virginia.

vi. Rev. Absalom Clifton Pugh (Proved son) was born 16 Nov 1825/1826 in 
Virginia. He died 10 Mar 1911. Absalom married (1) Marthena Critzer, 
daughter of William Critzer, on 10 Dec 1850 in Albemarle County Vir-
ginia. Marthena was born in Albemarle County Virginia. Absalom also 
married (2) Nancy Jane Thacker, daughter of Lewis Thacker and Nancy J., 
on 11 Mar 1856. Nancy was born 11 Nov 1837.

vii. Clifton Pugh (Likely son) was born 1829/1830 in Virginia.
viii. Edwin Alexander Pugh (Questionable son) was born 1834 in Albemarle 

County Virginia. He died 5 Jul 1865 in Fort Monroe, Virginia. Edwin mar-
ried Mary Price on 9 Nov 1857 in Albemarle County, Virginia.

In the 1850 census Edwin Alexander Pugh was enumerated with a group of “hirelings,” 
who no doubt were employed by Nicholas L. Martin, the owner of a large plantation.62 It is 
unclear from a study of marriage records, the 1850 or the 1860 census, why it is that previous 
researchers have placed Edwin Alexander Pugh as a son of Absalom Pugh. So, this should be 
explored further at some future date. 

In conducting detailed analysis of the Pughs of 1850 and 1860, it was duly noted that 
Mary A. (Pugh) Mawyer (married Wilson F. Mawyer in 1838)63 named her first son Edwin A. 
Mawyer. Mary’s mother, Elizabeth Pugh, was in this 1850 census household. With Alexander 
Pugh enumerated closely to this Mawyer-Pugh family in the 1850 census, and with them also 
having a potential mother and naming pattern present, it seems plausible to suggest that Edwin 
Alexander Pugh could have just as easily been the son of Elizabeth Pugh.

Of the eight64 purported sons of Absalom and Sally (Carroll) Pugh, two are most 
certainly his sons (Absalom C. and William Howard Pugh); three are likely his sons (James F., 
John Boyd, and Clifton Pugh); and three are questionable and require more research to prove or 
disprove (Henry W., Frederick M., and Edwin Alexander Pugh). Of the last three, none of them 
lived into the 20th century. So, it will be challenging to find more about them. 

Absalom Pugh was circa 1790-1791 in Amherst County Virginia. He died after 1860 in 
St. Anne’s Parish, Albemarle County Virginia. Absalom married Sally N. Carroll, daughter of 
Thomas Carroll, on 4 Nov 1815 in Nelson County Virginia. Sally was born 1791 in Virginia. 
She died after 1860 in St. Anne’s Parish, Albemarle County Virginia.

They had the following children:

i. Rev. James F. Pugh (Likely a son) was born 1817/1818 in Virginia. He died 
after 1860 in Civil War. James married Jane Neil on 29 May 1841 in Mon-
roe County Virginia. Jane was born 1817 in Virginia. She died after 1870 in 
Chesterfield County Virginia.

ii. Henry W. Pugh (Questionable son) was born 1819 in Virginia. He 
died 1880/1900 in Augusta County Virginia. Henry married Elizabeth 

62  1850 U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), Nelson County, Virginia, Page 293a, Dwelling 
1084, Family 1084, Henry Quick household. Alexander Pugh, 16, laborer, VA.

63  Wilson F. Mawyer to Mary A. Pugh on 20 August 1838 in Albemarle County, Virginia. Jordan R. 
Dodd, et. al., “Early American Marriages: Virginia to 1850,” Ancestry.com (Bountiful, UT: Precision Indexing 
Publishers, 19xx), <http://www.ancestry.com>, accessed December 2005.

64  Possibly only seven sons, if the Clifton b. 1829 in the 1850 census is the same man as Absalom C. 
Clifton who was listed as born in 1823 in the 1850 census.
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i. Thomas and Winifred Pugh to Zachariah Roberts 2:81
j. Thomas and Winifred Pugh to John W. Harris 2:83

6. Undertake the same land records review for Albemarle County, Virginia.
7. Read the page by page accounts of the court case known as John M. Smith 

vs. Pugh(s). This is said to list the heirs of John Pugh. Some of this has 
been accomplished already by previous researchers, so it will be important 
to catalogue this work in the chronology, so as to not repeat it, but rather 
add to it. It began in the 1820s and the final settlement of this suit was not 
completed until April 1863 when the land in dispute was finally put up for 
sale to the highest bidder.65

8. Examine each and every marriage register record for Pugh individuals in 
Amherst, Augusta, Bedford and Fluvanna County up to 1870 in order to 
learn the names of the witnesses, bondsmen, relatives, and (after 1853 the 
parents’ names). Buckingham County, Virginia would also have been in-
cluded in this list, except that it is a burned county. One source that could 
be examined is an apparently “newly recovered” marriage register for the 
county, the source specifically being known as Jeanne Stinson and James 
Randolph Kidd, Lost Marriages of Buckingham County, Virginia: Drawn 
from a Newly-recovered Marriage Register, 1854-1868 & from Federal 
Manuscript, Newspaper & Printed Sources, published in 1992.

Research on Salina, wife of James Pugh

 Research on the maiden name of Salina Pugh, wife of James Pugh will continue 
to be challenging. Research analysis in this session appears to conclude with some greater de-
gree of certainty that Frederick Rutledge Pugh is the son of James and Salina Pugh. Rutledge 
was not found as a given name in any other Pugh family of any other era. Rutledge was a sur-
name, and it seems logical to suggest that it was given to Frederick from one of his maternal 
ancestors’ maiden names, and perhaps from his mother’s maiden name. 

A survey of all Rutledge (a.k.a Rutlege, etc.) families in the 1810 census of Virginia 
indicated the following had daughters under 10 years old.66

65  Nelson County, Virginia County Court, Deed Book 16 (Richmond, VA: Filmed by the Virginia 
State Library, 1985), page 188, FHL Microfilm 32729.

66  1810 U.S. Federal Census (Soundex and Index), Virginia, all Rutledge households, .jpeg image 
(Online: MyFamily.com, Inc., 2005), subscription database [Digital scan of original records in the National 
Archives, Washington DC], <http://www.ancestry.com/>, accessed December 2005.

Continued Research Specifically Geared Toward Separating the Two Frederick Pughs

To consolidate and summarize the continued research suggestions from the reports of 
Helen Leary, and Paul Reed, with the above suggestions, a list has been prepared, which fol-
lows. It will be prudent to undertake the following steps to learn more about these two Fred-
erick Pughs.

1. Search for and obtain the circa 1868 marriage record for Frederick M. 
Pugh. There could be multiple marriage record sources to examine – in-
cluding marriage bonds, licenses, minister’s returns, and the county’s mar-
riage register, within each county. The marriage registers for most Virginia 
counties listed the names of the bride and grooms parents.

2. Search for some record that shows John Boyd Pugh or Frederick M. Pugh 
were bound out to learn the trade of shoemaking.

3. Review the later tax lists of Albemarle County, Virginia to see if Freder-
ick M. Pugh is ever referred to as “son of ___” in order to distinguish him 
from Frederick R. Pugh. This tax list work would have to be undertaken 
by inter-library loan, because the post 1851 personal property tax lists for 
Albemarle County are not at the LDS Family History Library. The follow-
ing reels of film from the Library of Virginia for Albemarle County can be 
sent on loan to us: Reel 379 for 1851, Reel 380 for 1852-1854, Reel 381 for 
1855-1857, Reel 382 for 1858-1860, Reel 383 for 1861-1863, Reel 384 for 
1865-1866, Reel 385 for 1867-1868, and Reel 386 for 1869-1870.

4. Trace each of the proposed children on Absalom Pugh to their deaths to 
see if any records of them mention or show interaction with Frederick M. 
Pugh or his children.

5. Review and abstract each of the remaining Pugh land deeds in Nelson 
County, Virginia records for clues to family relationships.

a. Elijah and Alsey Pugh, et. al. to John Chewning 3:198
b. Elijah and Alice Pugh to John Rippetoe 5:322
c. Elijah Pugh, Sr. to Alexander Fitzpatrick, Sr. 6:325
d. Frederick R. Pugh to William C. Roberts 13:299
e. James Pugh to John R. Martin 5:299
f. James and Karenhappock Pugh, et. al. to Thomas Lobban 6:354
g. John Pugh Estate to Henry H. Roberts 16:188
h. John Pugh Estate to W. W. Pugh 39:236
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Other Items Uncovered During Research

Several important items were uncovered during research in this session. A few of them 
are resolutions to previous quandaries, while others provide questions of their own. 

Previous family researchers, primarily Thomas Pugh suggested that the widow of 
Frederick Pugh, Elizabeth (Morris) Pugh, married William Beckman in 182568 and then 
deeded land to her son, George Edmund Pugh. This marriage was apparently short-lived, for 
William Beckman died in 1827.69 It seemed plausible that he was an older gentleman and sub-
sequently marrying an older woman in 1825. However, the assumption that it was Elizabeth 
Pugh, widow of Frederick, cannot be correct, because she was listed as a head of household in 
the 1830 census. 

The most convincing evidence that this assertion was incorrect was identified in news-
paper abstracts for Virginia. In fact, this newspaper abstract provided a clear answer to the 
mystery surrounding William Beckman and his wife, Elizabeth Pugh. The newspaper abstract 
read:

Married on Tuesday, June 14 [1825], by Rev. Daniel Day, William Beckham, 
age 70, to Elizabeth Pugh, age 21, daughter of Mr. John Pugh, all of Amherst 
County.70

This marriage can apparently be ascribed to Elizabeth B. Pugh, daughter of John Pugh, 
the Revolutionary War pensioner. Perhaps the newspaper, The Virginian, would also included 
references to other early Pugh marriages. It would be worth exploring the possibility that 
some researcher has abstracted marriages from this paper for the 1820 to 1830 time period.

 One other item of interest was uncovered in studying census and tax lists. 
Lewis W. Pugh, born 1799 was from the Nelson and Albemarle Counties, Virginia area. He 
moved to Pocahontas County, Virginia (now West Virginia) about the same time as Frederick 
and Morris Pugh did. Certainly, he was there in the 185071 census. At least one researcher has 

68  Joel Ricks, Amherst County Marriage Bonds (Salt Lake City:  Genealogical Society of Utah, 1936), 
FHL Book 975.5496 V2a. 13 Jun 1825 Amherst County, Virginia marriage of Elizabeth B. Pugh to William 
Beckham. Philip Lively bondsman.

69  Bailey Fulton Davis, The Wills of Amherst County, Virginia, 1761-1865 (Easley, South Carolina: 
Southern Historical Press, Inc., 1985), FHL Book 975.5496 R2d. 1827 Aug 21 - Administration. Amherst County, 
Virginia. Book 7:31. Administrator’s bond for William Beckham. Jno. & Wm. Pugh, for Jno. Pugh.

70  “Henley Marriage/Obituary Indexes from Virginia Newspapers,” The Library of Virginia (Online:  
Library of Virginia, 2005), <http://www.lva.lib.va.us>, accessed December 2005. Document 50.

71  1850 U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), Forty Ninth District, Pocahontas County, 
Virginia, Page 285b, Dwelling 343, Family 343, Lewis Pugh household, .jpeg image (Online: MyFamily.com, Inc., 
2005), subscription database [Digital scan of original records in the National Archives, Washington DC], <http://

Geo Rutlege, Augusta County - 3 daughters under 10
James Rutlege, Augusta County - 1 daughter under 10
Richard Rutledge, Charlotte County - 1 daughter under 10
Jas Rutledge, Nottoway County - 3 daughters
Edward Ruttidge, Montgomery County - 1 daughter under 10
George Ruttidge, Montgomery County - 1 daughter under 10

The condition of civil marriage records for these center counties of Virginia is rather 
appalling, so the likelihood that a marriage record will ever be found for James and Salina 
Pugh in civil records is slim. Several previous researchers have tried to find a matching record, 
but none could be found. But, working from what is known, to what is unknown, there were 
some female Rutledge marriages recorded in several counties. Again, the number of daugh-
ters exceeds the number of marriages, but below are several marriages recorded for Rutledge 
females from 1818 to 1828.67

Augusta County Marriages 
Amaziah Kerr Jane Rutledge 11 March 1825  
Elijah Rutledge Rosanna Rutledge 30 July 1822 
Matthew Thompson Elizabeth Rutledge 07 April 1829

Prince Edward Marriages 
John Chumley Prudence Rutledge 19 November 1821

Clearly, there are far fewer marriages than there were Rutledge daughters of marry-
ing age, based on the fact that in 1810 there were ten females aged 0 to 10 years. One of those 
missing Rutledge marriages could very well be ascribed to James Pugh and Salina Rutledge.

In future research, it would be advised to eliminate all Rutledge households who had 
daughters born between 1800 and 1810 as parental candidates for Salina. If that can be done, 
then, of course, Salina was not a Rutledge. But, perhaps it can be shown that she did belong to 
a Rutledge family during the course of research. This would be the last remaining strategy that 
is feasible for determining the maiden name of Salina Pugh.

67  Jordan R. Dodd, et. al., “Early American Marriages: Virginia to 1850,” Ancestry.com (Bountiful, 
UT: Precision Indexing Publishers, 19xx), <http://www.ancestry.com>, accessed December 2005.



Pugh Family Lineage ProGenealogists – Official Ancestry.com research firm• 368 • • 369 •

Summary 

Between Frederick M. Pugh and Frederick R. Pugh, it is Frederick R. Pugh who 
appears the best candidate to be the son of James and Salina (?) Pugh. Frederick R. Pugh 
emerged in tax lists very near to James Pugh right at the age he would first be taxed and at the 
time he married. Then, at the time that James Pugh was old and within a few years of dying, 
Frederick R. Pugh can again be found taxed near to him.

It is not always clear how it came to pass that family members who have contributed 
information to the client, V. Watson Pugh managed to make some of the connections that 
were made during the course of their research. But, in order to even begin fully prove or dis-
prove the two Fredericks, considering the state at which research had found itself, at the very 
least it was critical to research what Pugh families it was with whom they associated. 

After the research to date, Frederick M. Pugh’s association with any of the families in 
Nelson or Albemarle Counties, Virginia is uncertain and unproved. Frederick R. Pugh’s con-
nection to James Pugh as father and son is more certain.

There were several recommendations made throughout this report and most of them 
were italicized. We look forward to continuing research on the Pugh family soon.

Natalie Cottrill
Professional Genealogist

suggested that he was a sibling of Frederick and Morris Pugh.72 But, that researcher’s work 
fails when the paternity of the three siblings is ascribed to John Pugh. 

The precise relationship of Lewis W. Pugh, Morris Pugh, and Frederick Pugh could 
not be determined at this juncture. However, there was clearly a migration of closely related 
family members to Pocahontas County, Virginia. Perhaps studying records there might shed 
additional light on the ancestral Pugh family.

Some additional clues to the Pugh family members of the area were identified in 
land deeds. In 1809 in Amherst County, Virginia, John Pugh’s children, namely, Mary Pugh, 
Jonathan Pugh, Elizabeth Pugh, Sarah Pugh, William Pugh, and James Pugh were in need of 
assistance enough that others had to come to their aid.73 There was a Jonathan Pugh listed as a 
head of household in nearby Campbell County, Virginia in 1810. This reference could pertain 
to him and his children. Jonathan was frequently interchanged in records with John.

Then, in 1819, in Nelson County, Virginia, additional Pugh children were also in need 
of assistance and William Pamplin in “tender consideration of the distressed situation” of John 
Pugh’s children - James, Thomas, and Nancy Pugh – came to their aid.74 There were two John 
Pughs listed as heads of household in 1819 and both of them were very old men – John Pugh 
“The Elder,” and John Pugh “Rev War” pensioner. There were at least two other John Pugh 
who was known to be residents:  1) John Pugh who married Elizabeth Weir and 2) John Pugh, 
“son of Frederick,” who would have been old enough to have married between 1809 and 1814 
and still had three children by 1819. 

Obviously, there are still several questions remaining. These can be tackled as research 
continues. A chronology of the Pugh family is being created as research is accomplished so 
that all future researchers will have the full collective of known Pugh records abstracts im-
mediately available and searchable to them. It will be by collecting pieces (or fragments, so to 
speak) of information about the Pugh family that many of the family mysteries might eventu-
ally be solved.

www.ancestry.com/>, accessed October 2005. Document 40.
72  Merne Alvis Nottingham <merneanottingham@aol.com>, “Nottingham Family Tree – Most from 

West Virginia …,” GEDCOM uploaded 19 November 2005, Ancestry World Tree (Online:  MyFamily.com, Inc., 
2005), <http://www.ancestry.com>, accessed November 2005. Document 41.

73  Bailey Fulton Davis, The Deeds of Amherst County, Virginia, 1807-1827, Books L-R (Easley, 
South Carolina: Southern Historical Press, Inc., 1985), FHL Book 975.5496 R2db.

74  Nelson County, Virginia County Court, Deed Book 4 (Richmond, VA: Filmed by the Virginia 
State Library, 1985), page 216, FHL Microfilm 32723.
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Research Report
John Pugh, Sr.  

of Nelson County, Virginia
May 2007

The purpose of this research session was to continue to analyze and validate the proposed 
parentage of John Pugh, Sr., of Nelson County, Virginia. John Pugh, Sr. married Ann 

Reams and died in Nelson County in 1827. Some researchers had placed John Pugh, Sr., as 
the son of Willoughby Pugh, Sr. (1711-1790). A thorough analysis of work done previously by 
other researchers left many questions unresolved, mainly because there was no indication of 
the depth or comprehensiveness of their research. 

General Methodology

When direct relationships cannot be documented an argument based on negative 
proof (the concept that there could be no other possibility) is strong when records of the 
regions involved have been entirely exhausted. It is only when all surviving records from a 
region have been analyzed that the best possible conclusions can be drawn. Often what is 
absent in a record provides strong evidence for certain conclusions and interpretations of 
records. With these logical premises in mind, it was necessary to revisit a number of sources 
in Caroline, Orange and Albemarle Counties that had been examined during previous re-
search, with the aim of doing an exhaustive study of all surviving sources for that period. This 
approach has produced excellent results, and will help to eventually lead towards a conclusive 
end. Rather than lead the client through the research process, much of which was a reanalysis 
of previously discovered documents, this report will concentrate on summarizing the results 
to this point. 
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Hickory Creek, Branch of Rockfish River, Nelson County, Virginia

Willoughby Pugh obtained a grant of 99 acres in Albemarle County on mountains at 
the head branches of Hickory Creek and Hardware River along a ridge adjacent William Aus-
tin on 10 July 1767. This was right on the border of what is now Nelson County, and next to 
the land John Pugh, Sr., would eventually settle.1 Willoughby also obtained a grant of 60 acres 
in Albemarle County in the cove of a mountain called the Bare Hallow on the same day.2

Willoughby Pugh must have improved both of those grants, because he and his wife 
Sarah (“of Albemarle County”) sold the 99 acres on the head branches of Hickory Creek to 
Webb Kidd on 9 July 1772 (Sarah signed with her mark).3 This tract had been purchased for 
ten shillings and was sold for forty pounds, hence the conclusion that the property had been 
improved. 

It is the transaction that Willoughby Pugh made in Amherst County (for land that fell 
into Nelson County after its creation) on 5 October 1772 that is particularly important. Wil-
loughby Pugh “of Amherst County” purchased 200 acres on both sides of Hickory Creek of 
Rockfish (part of a survey for Capt. Charles Lewis on 24 October 1748) from George Doug-
lass of Albemarle County.4 That same day, John Pugh “of Orange County” purchased 29 acres 
from James Douglas of Albemarle County, adjoining the land of George Douglas, Sr. and 
land of Edward Mouzley (Moseley).5 Edward Mousley of Amherst Parish sold 92 acres on the 
head branches of Hickory Creek to John Pugh “of Orange County” bounded by the land of 
George Douglas on the same date.6

These are the first recorded records of the client’s ancestor John Pugh, Sr., in Amherst 
or Nelson Counties, Virginia, which directly and legally report the fact that John Pugh, Sr. 
was a resident of Orange County, Virginia. Because John Pugh, Sr. conducted the business 
on the same date as Willoughby Pugh, and because they purchased land in the same small 

1  In fact, in previous research John Pugh is stated to be mentioned in a 1766 Amherst County court 
order on page 56, in a list of men who were to be part of the gang to upkeep the road from Rockfish up to the 
first branch below James Nevill. This would again tie John Pugh, Sr., to Willoughby Pugh at the same period and 
place. Perhaps John was supposed to improve Willoughby’s patent so the land could be considered ‘seated.’

2  Dennis Ray Hudgins, ed., Cavaliers and Pioneers Abstracts of Virginia Land Patents and Grants, 
Vol. 7 1762-1776 (Virginia:  Virginia Genealogical Society, n.d.), copied from report by Jeanne Douglass Mead 
dated 11 December 1999 to V. Watson Pugh, M.D. Document from previous research.

3  Albemarle County, Virginia, Deed Book 5, Pages 474-476. Document from previous research.
4  Abstracted from copy of original Amherst County, Virginia Deed, C:415, copied from report by 

Jeanne Douglass Mead dated 11 May 2000 to V. Watson Pugh, M.D. Document from previous research.
5  Abstracted from copy of original Amherst County, Virginia Deed, C:418, copied from report by 

Jeanne Douglass Mead dated 11 May 2000 to V. Watson Pugh, M.D. Document from previous research.
6  Abstracted from copy of original Amherst County, Virginia Deed, C:420, copied from report by 

Jeanne Douglass Mead dated 11 May 2000 to V. Watson Pugh, M.D. Document from previous research.

Pughs of Hickory Creek

The ancestral homestead on Hickory Creek of Rockfish River had been plotted dur-
ing previous research. The land, near Taylor Creek, was inside Nelson County on the border 
of Albemarle County in very rugged terrain. This was and is a very rural region of Virginia, 
which helps to emphasize the closeness of connections between those who chose to settle 
there. 

Albemarle
Nelson
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Amherst (Nelson) County in 1772. But, it will not be determined with absolute certainty, due 
to the missing tax lists.

The fact that this Ephraim Seamands (a.k.a. Simmonds) has now been directly linked 
with the ancestral John Pugh of Orange, Amherst, and Nelson Counties warranted an inves-
tigation into his connections and relationship with the Pughs. It now appears highly likely 
that Ephraim Seamands was John Pugh, Sr.’s step-father, which would explain why John Pugh 
would move to Orange County after marrying Ann Reams and before eventually settling next 
to Willoughby Pugh in Amherst County.

One of the neighbors of Ephraim Simmonds – John Ogg – helped connect the Pugh 
associations further. A 1758 Will for Bent. Beasley listed the following purchasers, who, for 
the most part, would be close neighbors of said Beasley:  “Mathew Davis, Jeremiah Smith, 
Benjamin Catlett, William Cox, Thos. Rarson [?], John Goodall, John Harris, Thos. Dooley, 
John White, Mathew Creed, John Roberts, Moses Harris, William Jackson, John Davis, John 
Page, Thos. Jackson, Honourrias Powell, Wm. Kindal, John Stodghil, Jacob Gunn, Ephraim 
Simands, Wm. Davis, William Monroe, Wm. Dorton, Darby Haney, Wiloughby Pugh, John 
Ogg, Thos. Walker (on account of old Hobbs), William Bell …”11 Note that Willoughby Pugh, 
Ephraim Simmonds and John Ogg were in this list.

Another enlightening document was a deed wherein Ephraim Simmonds, Sr. and his 
wife, Mary, deeded land to Ephraim Simmonds, Jr. On 31 January 1777 Ephraim Semands 
and Mary, his wife, of Orange County sold to Ephraim Semands, Jr. of Albemarle  County 
260 acres at the north end of Cam’s Mountain bounded County line. William Pugh and John 
Ogg signed as witnesses to this deed.12

A year later, on 26 March 1778 William Pugh and Mary, his wife, of Caroline County 
sold to Alexander Ogg of Orange County 100 acres in Orange County bounded Henry Har-
vey; James Beasley; John Ogg.13

It is clear that Willoughby and Sarah Pugh, William and Mary Pugh, and John and 
Ann Pugh were connected to Ephraim Simmonds by several neighbors and land transactions. 
It seemed prudent, at this time, to learn more about Ephraim Simmonds.

11  John Frederick Dorman, Orange County Virginia Will Book 2 1744-1778 (Washington, DC:  John 
F. Dorman, 1961), copied from report by Jeanne Douglass Mead dated 7 August 2000 to V. Watson Pugh, M.D. 
Document from previous research.

12  Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Deed Abstracts of Orange County, Virginia (1759-1778)… (Washington, 
D.C.:  Ruth L. and Sam Sparacio, 1986), FHL Book 975.5372 R2s v. 2. 

13  Deed Abstracts of Orange County, Virginia 1759-1778 (n.p., Ruth and Sam Sparacio, 1986) 
copied from report by Jeanne Douglass Mead dated 9 December 2000 to V. Watson Pugh, M.D.

mountainous area, and with both their new lands joining George Douglas it indicates that 
they were closely related. 

Orange County, Virginia – Pugh and Simmonds

The pertinent records of Amherst and Nelson Counties have already been carefully 
gleaned, so research turned to records of Orange County, Virginia, where John Pugh was 
living from 1766 through at least 1769. The fascinating result of this search was discovering 
that the records of Orange County, Virginia tied John Pugh directly to the Ephraim Seamands 
(a.k.a. Simmonds), who had married Mary Pew in 1740. This association is vital in determin-
ing John Pugh’s parentage. The association with Willoughby Pugh is also vital in concluding 
that John was, in fact, also a descendant of Lewis and Ann Pugh of Lancaster and Richmond 
Counties, Virginia. 

John Pew [sic] was listed for one tithe in the 1766 list of tithables in Orange County 
on 1 August 1766.7 Unfortunately, this list was grouped by the first letter of each surname, so 
it is not possible to determine who his immediate neighbors were. Others in this list included 
Ephraim Semands [sic], David Vauter [Vawter], John Ogg, William Bell, William Brooke’s 
estate, John Goodall and William and Thomas Morris. 

In the 1767 tithables of Orange County (this list was not alphabetized), Jo’n Pew was 
separated from Ephrom Simons [sic] by only one person.8 Other close neighbors included 
John Ogg, Henry and Thomas Harvey, and Moses, Henry and John Harris. Ephraim had two 
tithables in his household and John Pugh, one. 

In the 1768 Orange County tithable list of Jeremiah Bryan, the cluster of neighbors 
included John Ogg (eight tithables), John Pew [sic – Pugh] (one tithable) and Ephraim Simms 
[sic – Simmonds] (two tithables) one after the other.9 In 1769, the list ran:  Thomas Harvey 
(four tithes), Henry Harvey (one tithe), John Phew [sic – Pugh] (one tithe) and Ephraim Sim-
monds (two tithes).10 

Unfortunately, no tithable lists survive for Orange County between 1770 and 1782, so 
John Pugh could still have been a resident of Orange County until his purchase of lands in 

7  Barbara Vines Little, Orange County, Virginia, Tithables, 1734-1782… (Orange, Virginia:  Barbara 
Vines Little, 1990), page 84, FHL Book 975.5372 R4l. Document 15. 

8  Barbara Vines Little, Orange County, Virginia, Tithables, 1734-1782… (Orange, Virginia:  Barbara 
Vines Little, 1990), page 91, FHL Book 975.5372 R4l. Document 15. 

9  Barbara Vines Little, Orange County, Virginia, Tithables, 1734-1782… (Orange, Virginia:  Barbara 
Vines Little, 1990), page 89, FHL Book 975.5372 R4l. Document 15. 

10  Barbara Vines Little, Orange County, Virginia, Tithables, 1734-1782… (Orange, Virginia:  
Barbara Vines Little, 1990), page 105, FHL Book 975.5372 R4l. Document 15. 
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Betty, the daughter of Ephraim and Mary Simmonds, was baptized in North Farnham 
Parish, Richmond County, Virginia on 18 July 1740.20 This was only three months after the 
couple married. Now, this early birth would certainly explain why they traveled so far up the 
northern neck to wed, even though they had remained residents of Richmond County before 
and after the wedding. It also helps verify that Mary Pugh was directly tied to the ancestral 
Pugh family of Richmond County, instead of some other Pugh or Pew family floating around 
in the Northern Neck. It is chronologically impossible for Mary to be daughter of Lewis and 
Ann Pugh, so the logical conclusion must be that she was widow of one of their sons. 

Which Pugh, Son of Lewis, had a Widow Named Mary?

Henry Pugh (born 2 March 1710) did not die in Richmond County until 1765, and 
Willoughby Pugh did not die until 1790, so they are not ancestral candidates. Lewis Pugh, Jr., 
was not born until 1718, and married Margaret Harvey, so he is not a candidate. This logic 
of elimination leave Johns Pugh (born 1704) and David Pugh (born 1706) as the remaining 
possible candidates who could have died by 1740 while leaving a widow of childbearing years 
named Mary. 

On 1 September 1740, Ann Pugh, widow, William Landman, Henry Pugh, Willough-
by Pugh, Henry Headley and Lewis Pugh entered that they had made “our well beloved David 
Pugh of the County of Lancaster” their representative to demand of the executors and admin-
istrators of Lewis Pugh, formerly of Virginia and late of South Wales, for whatever was their 
due as widow and representatives of the childrens’ parts of his estate. Because Ann deposed 
that she married Lewis Pugh about 1704, and their son John was baptized in North Farnham 
Parish 29 April 1704, there would be no older children. She also swore that she was mother 
(by him) of seven children, John, David, Elizabeth, Henry, Willoughby, Ann and Lewis. Lewis 
sailed with his son, John, from Rappahannock River for Wales in April 1731. It is not stated 
whether John returned to Virginia or not, but Ann also deposed that they empowered her 
son, David, to go to Great Britain to receive their due. 

If it can be shown that David were alive in 1740 (after Mary Pew married Ephraim 
Seamands), then this would leave John Pugh as the remaining candidate. It does not seem 
likely that Mary would be an illegitimate daughter of Lewis, although there remains the slim 
possibility that she was widow of a cousin or nephew who also came to Virginia. If John were 

1708) and later moved with her brother Willoughby Pugh (born 1711) to Chesterfield County. 
20  George Harrison Sanford King, The Registers of North Farnham Parish, 1663-1814, and 

Lunenburg Parish, 1783-1800, Richmond County, Virginia (Fredericksburg, Virginia:  George Harrison Sanford 
King, 1966), page 167, FHL Book 975.523 K2k. Document 55. 

Ephraim Simmonds

Ephraim Simmonds was the son of Joseph Seamands14 (a.k.a. Simmonds) of Rich-
mond County, Virginia. Ephraim was named in his father’s will, which was proved 4 Febru-
ary 1729/30, with his siblings Moses, Aaron, John, Obadiah, Micajah, Jeremiah and Asseneth 
Simmonds.15 Ephraim was bequeathed the land upon which his father resided, and John was 
to receive land that was partly in Stafford County and partly in King George County. Ephraim 
Seamons was still in Richmond County on 24 August 1741, when he witnessed the will of his 
brother Moses.16 The records of Old Rappahannock, Richmond and Essex Counties remain to 
be reviewed, but there is no question of this origin for Ephraim. 

It seemed strange, considering this place of origin, that Ephraim “Simmonds” would 
be married to Mary Pugh (a.k.a. Pew) in St. Paul’s Parish, Stafford and King George Counties, 
on 13 April 1740 since he was a resident of Richmond County.17 A cursory search of records 
of both Stafford and King George Counties did not find any Pew or Pugh family residing 
there with whom Mary could be connected, and there were no other Simmonds families. John 
Seamans “of Farnham Parish in the county of Richmond” purchased 100 acres on the main 
ridge between the Rappahannock and Potomac Rivers by deeds of lease and release 1 and 2 
April 1731 (his wife Elizabeth relinquished her dower in the deed of release).18 This deed, with 
Joseph Seamands’s will, specifically ties Ephraim’s family to the border area of Stafford and 
King George Counties. But Ephraim did not stay in Stafford or King George Counties after 
the marriage.19 

14  This Joseph Simmonds was the father of John Seamans who sued David Pugh in Richmond 
County Court in 1729/30.

15  Robert K. Headley, Jr., Wills of Richmond County, Virginia, 1699-1800 (Baltimore:  Genealogical 
Publishing Co., Inc., 1983), page 65, FHL Book 975.523 P2h. Document 53. 

16  Robert K. Headley, Jr., Wills of Richmond County, Virginia, 1699-1800 (Baltimore:  Genealogical 
Publishing Co., Inc., 1983), page 84, FHL Book 975.523 P2h. Document 53. 

17  George Harrison Sanford King, The Register of Saint Paul’s Parish, 1715-1798, Stafford County, 
Virginia, 1714-1776, King George County, Virginia, 1777-1798… (Fredericksburg, Virginia:  George Harrison 
Sanford King, 1960), page 124, FHL Book 975.525 K2k. Document 48.

John Bailey Calvert Nicklin, St. Paul’s Parish Register (Stafford-King George Counties), 1715-1798 
(Baltimore:  Genealogical Book Company, 1962), page 56, FHL Book 975.52 K28n. Document 49. 

18  Sue Ann Damron, Land Records of King George County, Virginia, 1721-1743 (Westminster, 
Maryland:  Willow Bend Books, 1999), page 109, FHL Book 975.525 R2d. Document 50; Ruth and Sam Sparacio, 
Deed Abstracts of King George County, Virginia (1721- 1735)… (McLean, Virginia:  The Antient Press, 1986), 
pages 103-4, FHL Book 975.525 R2s v. 1. Document 51. 

19  Previous research had noted that on 4 June 1739, Ephraim Seamans of Richmond County had 
sold John McKonno 50 acres, being part of a tract Joseph Seamans had purchased of William Landman. No 
dower was relinquished, indicating that Ephraim was then unmarried. This would indicate that this Seamans 
family was also connected to the William Landman of Richmond County who married Elizabeth Pugh (born 
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in Caroline County in 1810.26 “Ephrim Simons and Mary his wife and also William Pugh” 
acknowledged their deed of “livery and seisin” to Simon Miller, Jr., on 11 October 1753.27 

William Pew was ordered to serve as overseer of a road in Caroline County on 9 Janu-
ary 1766, so he was, by then, an adult and resident.28 It is not certain whether he was the Wil-
liam Poe who also appeared frequently in the Caroline County order books during that period 
(Poe is usually a separate surname, and there appears to be a Poe family in Caroline County at 
this period). William “Pugh” was again mentioned on 12 October 1769.29 William “Pugh” was 
also ordered to be paid for setting up a sign post by the Caroline County Court in December 
1778 (by which time he would have fathered the Willoughby Pugh born about 1773, and pos-
sibly also Lewis Pugh).30 A grand jury was presented against William Pugh on 13 June 1782, 
but dismissed. There is therefore a steady line of records involving William Pugh in Caroline 
County until at least 1796. The personal property tax lists could be checked to determine 
when he might have died. Research in this project centered only upon the Colonial period of 
Caroline County, because that is when Mary Pew resided there. 

Ephraim Simmonds must have been thinking of moving from Caroline County, be-
cause he patented 70 acres in Louisa County on both sides of the Beaverdam Swamp near the 
Great Mountains on 19 August 1758.31 There is a Beaverdam Creek that runs along the bor-
der of Albemarle and Louisa Counties right at the corner where they now intersect Fluvanna 

subscription database, [Digital scan of original records in the National Archives, Washington, DC], <http://www.
ancestry.com/>, accessed May 2007. Document 64.

26  1810 U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), Caroline County, Virginia, Page 919, Line 9, 
Lewis Pugh household, jpeg image, (Online:  The Generations Network, Inc., 2007), subscription database, 
[Digital scan of original records in the National Archives, Washington, DC], <http://www.ancestry.com/>, 
accessed May 2007. Lewis had a wife, two sons and a daughter age 10-16, and four sons and one daughter under 
age ten in 1810. Willoughby only had a wife, one son and one daughter under age ten in 1810. Document 65.

27  John Frederick Dorman, Caroline County, Virginia, Order Book 1746-1754, Part Four, 1752-
1754 (Washington, D.C.:  John Frederick Dorman, 1971), page 56, FHL Book 975.5362 P2d v. 8. Document 5. 

28  John Frederick Dorman, Caroline County, Virginia, Order Book 1765-1767, Part One, 1765…
Part Two, 1765-1766  (Washington, D.C.:  John Frederick Dorman, 1990), page 60, FHL Book 975.5362 P2d v. 
17-18. Document 8. 

29  John Frederick Dorman, Caroline County, Virginia, Order Book 1767-1770, Part One, 1767-
1768…Part Two, 1768-1770  (Falmouth, Virginia:  John Frederick Dorman, 1992), page 79, FHL Book 
975.5362 P2d, v. 20-21. Document 10j. 

30  Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Virginia County Court Records: Order Book Abstracts of Caroline 
County, Virginia, 1778-1781 (McLean, Virginia:  Ruth and Sam Sparacio, 1994), page 18, FHL Book 975.5362 
P2s v. 8. Document 12. 

31  Dennis Ray Hudgins, ed., Cavaliers and Pioneers: Abstracts of Virginia Land Patents and 
Grants, Volume Six: 1749-1761 (Richmond, Virginia:  Virginia Genealogical Society, 1998), page 236, FHL 
Book 975.5 R2n v. 6. Document 27. 

not in Virginia in the period between 1731 and 1740 (i.e., if he was not in a position to have 
fathered Willoughby, John and William Pugh in the 1730s), and David did die before 1740, 
then David would be John’s father. 

Ephraim and Mary Simmonds and Their Connection to William Pugh

Ephraim and Mary Seamands (a.k.a. Simmonds) moved to Caroline County, Vir-
ginia by 1743, less than three years after their marriage. He purchased land there by 9 March 
1743/44.21 It is understandable that, considering the social pressure and norms of that day, the 
couple should wish to leave Richmond County for a place that might provide better prospects. 
It is unfortunate that most of the Colonial records of Caroline County were destroyed in 
courthouse fires and war. The court order book, however, does survive in almost a complete 
run. This includes notations of deeds entered into record before the court (even though the 
deed books themselves have perished), administrations, powers of attorney, etc. The Sim-
monds’s neighbors in Caroline County included the Vawter and Bell families22 Ephraim and 
Mary named a son Bell Simmonds—Ephraim also served as executor of the will of John Bell, 
but renounced the burden before the court on 10 March 1748/9.23 

It has already been pointed out that Ephraim “Simons” was appointed guardian to 
William Pew (a.k.a. Pugh) by the Caroline County Court on 13 October 1749.24 If William 
were under age 14 (Ephraim was appointed his guardian, rather than William having chosen 
him), William Pugh would be born after 1735, but before 1740. This agrees with the fact that 
William Pugh was exempted from paying the county levy in Caroline County in April 1796. 
That would indicate that the court considered him “antient” (age 60) by 1796, and thus that he 
was born about 1736. 

It would appear that this William Pugh remained in Caroline County and left descen-
dants there, including a son named Willoughby Pugh who was born about 1773 and resided 
in Caroline County in 1850,25 and a son named Lewis Pugh, who was enumerated next to him 

21  John Frederick Dorman, Caroline County, Virginia, Order Book 1740-1746, Part Two, 1742/3-
1744 (Washington, D.C.:  John Frederick Dorman, 1973), page 49, FHL Book 975.5362 P2d v. 3. Document 2. 

22  John Frederick Dorman, Caroline County, Virginia, Order Book 1740-1746, Part Two, 1742/3-
1744 (Washington, D.C.:  John Frederick Dorman, 1973), page 58, FHL Book 975.5362 P2d v. 3. Document 2. 

23  John Frederick Dorman, Caroline County, Virginia, Order Book 1746-1754, Part Two, 1748-1750 
(Washington, D.C.:  John Frederick Dorman, 1968), page 10, FHL Book 975.5362 P2d, v. 6. Document 3. 

24  John Frederick Dorman, Caroline County, Virginia, Order Book 1746-1754, Part Two, 1748-1750 
(Washington, D.C.:  John Frederick Dorman, 1968), page 48, FHL Book 975.5362 P2d, v. 6. Document 3. 

25  1850 U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), Caroline County, Virginia, Frame 195, Dwelling 
1378, Family 1880, Willoughby Pew household, jpeg image, (Online:  The Generations Network, Inc., 2007), 
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wife Frances, all relocated to Albemarle County about the period of the Revolutionary War. 
Ephraim Semands of Albemarle County sold 331 acres in Orange County on the Albemarle 
County line to John White on 8 March 1780, John Bell a witness.40 The land bordered the 
corner of land owned by Ephraim Semand, Jr., Henry Harvey and Alexander Ogg. Even so, 
Ephraim Simmonds still owned 170 acres in Orange County in 1782 and Ephraim, Jr., owned 
230 acres.41

It is not surprising that Ephraim should move across the county line to Albemarle 
County. William Bell purchased land in Albemarle County on the Orange County line and 
land of the said William Bell, Ephraim Simmonds and both sides of Lynch’s River on 3 March 
1769.42 Ephraim purchased 400 acres in Albemarle County on the branches of Beaverdam 
Swamp (recall the patent in Louisa County) from John Goodall and others on 5 September 
1770.43 

Ephraim and his wife, Mary, were also mentioned in many other Albemarle County 
records. She was definitely still alive on 25 October 1794, when she was named in a deed with 
her husband in Albemarle County.44 It appears that Mary may have died not long thereafter, 
because Ephraim Simmonds married Sarah Hanes in Albemarle County 25 February 1797.45 
Mary would not, therefore, have left a will mentioning any possible Pugh children. Ephraim 
Simmonds died in Albemarle County in 1801.46 His son Ephraim died there in 1836, leaving a 
will. It is not certain yet whether there was any settlement for an estate of Ephraim Simmonds, 
Sr. However, this settlement should be sought.

The lives of Ephraim Seamands (a.k.a. Simmonds) and Mary Pugh have been fol-
lowed because Mary appears to be mother of the ancestral John Pugh, Sr. References to the 

40  Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Deed Abstracts of Orange County, Virginia (1778-1786)… (n.p.:  Ruth L. 
and Sam Sparacio, 1986), page 26, FHL Book 975.5372 R2s v. 3. Document 18. 

41  Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Deed Abstracts of Orange County, Virginia (1759-1778)… (Washington, 
D.C.:  Ruth L. and Sam Sparacio, 1986), page 204, FHL Book 975.5372 R2s v. 2. Document 17.

42  Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Deed Abstracts of Albemarle County, Virginia, 1768- 1770… (McLean, 
Virginia:  The Antient Press, 1990), page 38, FHL Book 975.5482 R2s v. 5, pt. 1. Document 32. 

43  Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Deed Abstracts of Albemarle County, Virginia, 1768- 1770… (McLean, 
Virginia:  The Antient Press, 1990), page 114, FHL Book 975.5482 R2s v. 5, pt. 1. Document 32. However, there 
was also a Beaverdam Creek in Albemarle County that flowed into the river right below where Lynch’s River 
meets Roache’s River. 

44  Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Deed Abstracts of Albemarle County, Virginia, 1794- 1795… (McLean, 
Virginia:  The Antient Press, 1999), pages 81-82, FHL Book 975.5482 R2s v. 16. Document 38. 

45  Therese A. Fisher, Marriages of Orange County, Virginia, 1757-1880 (Westminster, Maryland:  
Willow Bend Books, 2006), FHL Book 975.5372 V2f.

46  Edgar Woods, Albemarle County in Virginia… (Charlottesville, Virginia:  The Michie Company, 
1901), page 399, FHL Book 975.5482 H2w. Document 43. 

County. The Louisa County Court found that he was not a resident of the county on 11 April 
1768, however, and it is not yet known what happened to that land. 

Ephraim Simmonds settled in Orange County by 24 February 1763.32 He and his 
wife, Mary, settled next to the Albemarle County line at Camms Mountain (he was appointed 
overseer of the road from Albemarle County line above John Oggs down to Swift Run on 23 
June 1774).33 Ephraim Simmonds and his wife Mary, of Orange County, sold 68 acres to James 
Beasley bounded by land of John Ogg on 26 April 1763.34 William Bell, John Bell and John 
Goodall were witnesses. He gave Elizabeth Harvey35 land by deed of gift in 1764, William 
Bell, John Bell and John Golding witnesses.36 A neighbor, John Ogg, owned land in Albemarle 
County by 1765.37 There is an Ogg’s Mountain right on the road that traverses what was then 
the county line between Orange and Albemarle Counties (Greene County was eventually cre-
ated out of this section of Orange County). 

It had already been noted that Ephraim Semands [sic] of Orange County granted 100 
acres on the north side of Camm’s Mountain (bounded by Harvey’s, James Beasley and Ogg’s 
line) to William Pugh “of Caroline County on 21 November 1769.38 William and John Bell 
were witnesses (John Pugh was already residing near Ephraim Seamands by this time, accord-
ing to the tithable lists). William Pugh did not settle in Orange County. However, it is certain 
from the following record that he did marry. On 26 March 1778, William Pugh and his wife 
Mary, “of Caroline County” sold Alexander Ogg the 100 acres bounded by land of Henry 
Harvey, James Beasley and John Ogg (Willoughby Pugh of Caroline County was a toddler at 
this time).39 

Ephraim Seamands, Sr., his wife Mary, their son Ephraim Seamands, Jr., and his 

32  Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Orange County, Virginia Orders (1748-1749)… (McLean, Virginia:  The 
Antient Press, 2000), page 55, FHL Book 975.5372 P2sp v. 9-10. Document 20. 

33  Ann Brush Miller, Orange County Road Orders, 1750-1800 (Charlottesville, Virginia:  Virginia 
Highway and Transportation Research Council, 1989), page 143, FHL Book 975.5372 P2f v. 2. Document 24. 

34  Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Deed Abstracts of Orange County, Virginia (1759-1778)… (Washington, 
D.C.:  Ruth L. and Sam Sparacio, 1986), page 32, FHL Book 975.5372 R2s v. 2. Document 17. 

35  Betty Simmonds, daughter of Ephraim and Mary born in Richmond County in 1740, apparently 
married Henry Harvey.

36  Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Deed Abstracts of Orange County, Virginia (1759-1778)… (Washington, 
D.C.:  Ruth L. and Sam Sparacio, 1986), page 42, FHL Book 975.5372 R2s v. 2. Document 17. 

37  Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Deed Abstracts of Orange County, Virginia (1759-1778)… (Washington, 
D.C.:  Ruth L. and Sam Sparacio, 1986), page 55, FHL Book 975.5372 R2s v. 2. Document 17. 

38  Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Deed Abstracts of Orange County, Virginia (1759-1778)… (Washington, 
D.C.:  Ruth L. and Sam Sparacio, 1986), page 110, FHL Book 975.5372 R2s v. 2. Document 17. 

39  Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Deed Abstracts of Orange County, Virginia (1759-1778)… (Washington, 
D.C.:  Ruth L. and Sam Sparacio, 1986), page 198, FHL Book 975.5372 R2s v. 2. Document 17. 
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of that name with a wife named Sarah who owned land next to John Pugh, Sr. If Jesse were the 
son of Willoughby and Sarah (Jesse named one of his sons Willoughby Sims Pugh), it would, 
at least, prove that this South Carolina Pugh family returned to Virginia for a time about 1774, 
in spite of the land transactions about that time in South Carolina. 

There was a Willoughby Pugh in Granville County, South Carolina by 17 October 
1767.53 Granville County ran along the entire border of South Carolina with Georgia (see 
map, document 60). Willoughby Pugh, planter, of Granville County, purchased land there 
in July 1773.54 He was frequently involved in land transactions in Granville County in the 
1770s.55 He and his wife would certainly have been in South Carolina in 1772 and 1774.56 This 
brings into question whether he could be the same man as the Willoughby Pugh in Orange 
and Amherst Counties at that period. Original records will need to be checked to verify dates 
and names. 

John Pugh, Sr., was documented in Orange County near Ephraim and Mary Seamands 
from 1766 through 1769. The question therefore arises, where did he live before that? His son, 
John Pugh, stated that he was born in Amelia County on 18 November 1762 or 1763, al-
though an age given in a census might indicate he was actually older (age 82 in 1840, or born 
about 1758). 

The original Amelia County tithable lists for this period were checked carefully to be 
certain there was no connection found there with the Seamonds (a.k.a. Simmonds) family. 
John “Pew” was listed for one tithable in the 1757 list of Amelia County, but no Seamonds 
or Simmonds occurred on the same list.57 The next surviving record for the county is a poll 
list for 1761, but it may not represent the entire county. An entry for Thomas Reams was 
found, but John Pugh wasn’t.58 The tithable lists do survive in full for 1762. It is remarkable 
that in this list, Thomas Reems, Fredrick Reems and John Pue were all included in the same 

53  Caroline T. Moore, Abstracts of the Wills of the State of South Carolina, 1760-1784 (Columbia, 
South Carolina:  Caroline T. Moore, 1969), page 92, FHL Book 975.7 P2m v. 3. Document 59. 

54  Brent H. Holcomb, South Carolina Deed Abstracts, 1773-1778, Books F-4 through X-4 
(Columbia, South Carolina:  SCMAR, 1993), page 18, FHL Book 975.7 R2la v. 1. Document 60. 

55  Clara A. Langley, South Carolina Deed Abstracts, 1719-1772, Vol. IV: 1767-1773, Books I-3-E-4 
(Easley, South Carolina:  Southern Historical Press, 1984), FHL Book 975.7 R2l v. 4. Document 61. 

56  South Carolina Department of Archives & History, “On-line Records Index” (Online:  South 
Carolina Archives & History Department, 2000), <http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/Archives/default.asp>, 
accessed April 2007. Documents 63r and 63v. 

57  Amelia County Virginia Clerk of the Circuit Court, Lists of Tithables [and polls], 1736-1782 
(Richmond:  Virginia State Library, 1975), FHL Microfilm 1902616. Document 56a. 

58  Amelia County Virginia Clerk of the Circuit Court, Lists of Tithables [and polls], 1736-1782 
(Richmond:  Virginia State Library, 1975), FHL Microfilm 1902616. Document 56b. 

Willoughby Pugh of Orange County have been pointed out during previous research (he was 
certainly also connected to John Pugh, Sr., chronology and land records indicating that they 
were brothers). Willoughby “Pue” was also mentioned concerning the estate of Peter Gillum 
of Albemarle County on 14 August 1766.47 One might therefore theorize that Willoughby 
Pugh was Mary’s eldest son, John the second, and William Pugh the youngest. The only 
Ephraim Seamands (a.k.a. Simmonds) found in all of Virginia or Kentucky in 1787 was the 
man taxed in Albemarle County, so we are not dealing with several men of the same name.48 

It is worth noting that Ephraim and Mary’s son, Jonathan Seamands, stated he was 
born in Caroline County in 1757, but lived in Orange County when he enlisted in the Revolu-
tion.49 Ephraim Seamond [Jr.] claimed he was born in Albemarle County in 1753, but moved 
to Orange County and lived there until the end of the war, after which he returned to Albe-
marle County.50 A third brother, Joel Simmonds, stated he was born in Albemarle County on 
10 June 1757.51 

Willoughby Pugh of South Carolina did have a widow named Sarah, who was ex-
ecutrix of her husband’s will by 1802.52 No will has been discovered, however, and may not 
survive. Online sources claim their son Jesse Pugh was born in Amherst County, Virginia on 
24 March 1774 (the 1850 U.S. Federal Census of Pike County, Alabama does indicate he was 
born in Virginia about that year), but it is not known what source they used for that informa-
tion. A cemetery record in Beulah Church Cemetery, Pike County, might indicate when he 
was born, but his place of birth (other than occurring in Virginia, which we know from the 
census) might merely have been derived from the assumption that Willoughby was the man 

47  Benjamin B. Weisinger III, Albemarle County, Virginia Court Papers, 1744-1783 (n.p.:  Benjamin 
B. Weisinger III, 1987), pages 38-9, FHL Book 975.5482 R2w. Document 42. 

48  Netti Schreiner-Yantis and Florene Love, The Personal Property Tax Lists for the Year 1787 for 
Albemarle County, Virginia (Springfield, Virginia:  Genealogical Books in Print, 1987), FHL Book 975.5 R4sy v. 
1. Document 46. 

49  Virgil D. White, Genealogical Abstracts of Revolutionary War Pension Files, Volume III: N-Z 
(Waynesboro, Tennessee:  The National Historical Publishing Company, 1992), FHL Book 973 M28g v. 3. 
Document 26.

50  Virgil D. White, Genealogical Abstracts of Revolutionary War Pension Files, Volume III: N-Z 
(Waynesboro, Tennessee:  The National Historical Publishing Company, 1992), FHL Book 973 M28g v. 3. 
Document 26.

51  Virgil D. White, Genealogical Abstracts of Revolutionary War Pension Files, Volume III: N-Z 
(Waynesboro, Tennessee:  The National Historical Publishing Company, 1992), pages 3056 and 3136, FHL Book 
973 M28g v. 3. Document 26. 

52  Amelia County Virginia County Court, Court Order Books, vols. 3, 4, 4A, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9 (Salt 
Lake City, Utah:  Filmed by the Genealogical Society of Utah, 1948, 1974), page 225, FHL Microfilms 30460-
30462. Document 57. 
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Amherst County, Virginia Deed, C:418 and C:420, copied from report by Jeanne Douglass 
Mead dated 11 May 2000 to V. Watson Pugh, M.D. Document from previous research.

household.59 The fact that he was the only Pugh found in the entire county in this period, 
coupled with the fact that Thomas Reams named his daughter Ann Pugh in his will in 1773, 
indicates that John had indeed married Thomas Reams’s daughter. 

John Pugh was not found in 1763 (Thomas Reams and Frederick Reams were listed 
together with 150 acres of land in Rawleigh Parish in the list drawn up by David Greenhill). 
John Pue was listed in 1764 on the same page that Thomas and Frederick Reams were listed.60 
John Pugh was not listed in 1765, 1766 or 1767 (though Thomas and Frederick Reams were). 
This agrees with his having relocated to Orange County by 1766, and to the possibility that he 
was temporarily listed in Amherst County records on Rockfish River in 1765 or 1766 before 
moving to Orange. 

That John had established a household in Amelia County by 1757, and that his wife’s 
family had resided in Amelia County from at least 1736 means he married there, probably 
about 1756-7. He was certainly an adult in 1757—thus born by 1736. His close association 
with Willoughby Pugh would indicate he is a descendant of Lewis Pugh. The fact that he had 
no association with Ephraim or Mary (Pugh) Seamands (a.k.a. Simmonds) in Amelia County, 
yet chose to move from his wife’s place of birth to join Ephraim and Mary in Orange County 
also indicates a direct relationship with them—a relationship that predated their residence in 
Orange County. 

More research remains to be done, but now the connections between John Pugh, “The 
Elder,” Willoughby Pugh of Orange County, William Pugh of Caroline County, and the Mary 
Pugh of Richmond County, who married Ephraim Simmonds in 1740, have been documented 
in a way that outlines the migrations and associations between the pertinent parties. Advances 
have been made, and continued research and analysis should narrow the conclusions to one 
possible result. 

Paul C. Reed, Fellow of the American Society of Genealogists
Professional Genealogist

59  Amelia County Virginia Clerk of the Circuit Court, Lists of Tithables [and polls], 1736-1782 
(Richmond:  Virginia State Library, 1975), FHL Microfilm 1902616. Document 56c. 

60  Amelia County Virginia Clerk of the Circuit Court, Lists of Tithables [and polls], 1736-1782 
(Richmond:  Virginia State Library, 1975), FHL Microfilm 1902616. Document 56d. 
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Research Report
Ancestry of John Pugh  

who Died March 1827 in Virginia
November 2007

The previous research session had established a careful timeline of associations that indi-
cated the ancestral John Pugh, who died in Nelson County, Virginia, was son of Mary; 

she being the widow who married Ephraim Simmonds (a.k.a. Seamands) on 13 April 1740.1 
The timeline and family relationships are recounted in the following paragraphs. 

The ancestral John Pugh had two brothers, Willoughby Pugh and William Pugh. 
(There would be few good ways to trace their sisters, but it may be likely that they would 
have married neighbors who also followed the same migration routes). The three boys would 
certainly have still been minors, at their father’s death, but no petition for guardianship has 
been discovered to date. In Virginia, although the court might initially appoint a guardian to a 
minor, the child had the right to choose their own guardian at age fourteen. It is presumed the 
boys followed their mother in the move to Caroline County, Virginia about 1742-1743.2 

As time progressed, William Pugh stayed in Caroline County, Virginia while his 
mother, Mary and husband Ephraim Simmonds moved to Orange County about 1762-1763 
(having attained majority). John Pugh, the ancestor, initially went to Amelia County, Virginia 
where he married Ann Reams and lived in the household of his father-in-law. The couple 
moved to the fairly distant residence of his mother in Orange County, Virginia not long after-
wards. Willoughby Pugh also settled in Orange County, next to the Albemarle County border, 
and he and John purchased land that would eventually fall into Nelson County. 

1  George Harrison Sanford King, The Register of Saint Paul’s Parish, 1715-1798, Stafford County, 
Virginia, 1714-1776, King George County, Virginia, 1777-1798 (Fredericksburg, Virginia:  George Harrison 
Sanford King, 1960), FHL Book 975.525 K2k.

2  On 9 March 1743 the Caroline County, Virginia court recorded Edward Scrimshaw’s deed of 
land indented to Ephraim Simons. It was proved by William Daniel, William Daniel, Jr. and John Carter. John 
Frederick Dorman, Caroline County, Virginia, Order Book 1740-1746, Part Two, 1742/3-1744 (Washington, 
D.C.:  John Frederick Dorman, 1973), FHL Book 975.5362 P2d v. 3.
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Lewis had a brother named David who also immigrated to Virginia, but the current research 
team has not seen evidence of David in North America to date.

Solid conclusions can be drawn with this DNA information. There is absolutely no 
doubt that the client descends from Lewis Pugh’s father David Pugh. Research time had been 
well exhausted during the last project before the original court depositions in Richmond 
County could be checked for accuracy and to make certain that dates of the affidavits were 
clear and factual. This verification has now been accomplished. It is clear that Lewis Pugh’s 
second eldest son, David Pugh, was still alive in 1741 (the date of the affidavits) and long after 
the widow Mary (?) Pugh married Ephraim Seamonds in November 1740 and had a daughter. 
Thus, this eliminates Lewis’s son, David Pugh, as a candidate to be Mary’s husband. Having 
studied the other Pugh families, the plausible options left are: 

•	 That John Pugh (born 1704), eldest son of the immigrant Lewis Pugh, married 
Mary after he attained the age of majority (he would have become twenty-one in 
1725), but before he sailed for Wales with his father I April 1731. It is easily possible 
that Willoughby Pugh of Orange and Albemarle Counties, Virginia and the client’s 
ancestor, John Pugh (the Elder) were born before 1731. However it appears that 
William Pugh of Caroline County was born circa 1736 for reasons outlined in the 
last report.   

Or … 

•	 That the immigrant Lewis Pugh did, indeed, have a brother named David 
who came to Virginia and that Willoughby, John and William were his 
grandsons. However, not one shred of evidence has been located yet to give 
any credence to the statement that a David Pugh also immigrated, let alone 
that he also married and left issue. 

To prove or disprove this second possibility, a foray was made into the records of 
Wales to determine if more could be learned. 

Welsh Origins

Some time was spent in Welsh records with the goal of determining whether or 
not Mary could have been the widow of a Pugh nephew or other near male relative of the 

Pugh DNA Research

Given the rarity of the surname and the very rural areas they removed and settled, it is 
seems likely that the above scenario is certain. The one technique that would be more defini-
tive than the above documented paper trail is DNA evidence. A search was made of web sites 
that catalog DNA profiles, and the needed evidence was located. 

The DNA profile of the client, Vernon Watson Pugh, is reported to be (to 37 markers) 
13.24.14.11.12.14.12.12.12.13.13.29.17.9.10.11.11.25.15.17.30.15.15.17.17.11.11.13.23.14.15.17
.17.35.36.12.12.3 It was discovered that at least four others tested with an exact match, but only 
one responded to email. The responder was a descendant of James Pugh (born 1761), son of 
Willoughby Pugh, Sr. (the uncle of the client’s ancestor, John Pugh, the Elder). There was also 
a match to anther descendant of John Pugh (through John’s son Frederick, to Absalom, then 
John Boyd Pugh, etc.), by the name of Elbert Lloyd Pugh, Jr. Two unknown descendants of 
Willoughby Pugh of South Carolina and his wife Sarah [Bobo?] also had exact matches (DNA 
subject numbers 6994Y and CQMVF). They thought that Willoughby was son of Willoughby 
Pugh, Sr., and his wife Martha, but what is certain is that all of these male Pugh individuals 
descend from the same immigrant – Lewis Pugh. 

Contact was also made with Daniela Moneta, Pugh DNA Co-Project Coordinator at 
a different web site, who was kind enough to share detailed profiles of various descendants 
who had joined the effort. Her report included (1) the client V. Watson Pugh, (2) Elbert Lloyd 
Pugh, (3) another Pugh descendant of Absalom’s son William Howard Pugh, (4-8) five de-
scendants of Henry Pugh, (9-11) three descendants of Willoughby Pugh, Sr., (including a de-
scendant of his son James, born 1761), and (12-19) eight descendants of the Willoughby Pugh 
who died in Laurens County, South Carolina.4  

The importance of the DNA information cannot be overstated. Research has proved 
that the client’s Pugh surname was patronymic in Wales, i.e., the immigrant from Wales was 
not descended from a long line of men who bore the surname Pugh, but from someone who 
was son of a man named Hugh/Huw (ap Hugh=Pugh). Therefore this exact match in the DNA 
to 37 markers (the descendants of Henry Pugh differed in only one marker, which would be 
expected, given the number of generations involved) proves that the client’s ancestor John 
Pugh, born in the late 1720s or early 1730s (certainly by 1734-5, as he married by 1756-7), was 
a grandson of the immigrant Lewis Pugh, or at least of his brother. It has been claimed that 

3  “DNA profile of Vernon Watson Pugh, X3RXH,” Ysearch (Online: Ysearch.org and Genealogy by 
Genetics, Ltd., 2003), <http://www.ysearch.org>, accessed November 2007.  

4  Pugh DNA report, sent by Daniela Moreta, the Pugh Surname Co-Project Administrator, dated 11 
October 2007. Document 48.
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Kline Pugh elsewhere stated that Edward Price had called David Pugh a cousin in 
1735 (in reply to Lewis Pugh’s bill of complaint).8  The original Chancery Proceeding is not 
immediately available at the Family History Library, and an abstract only indicates that Lewis 
Pugh, of Richmond upon Rappahannock River in Virginia, planter, but ‘now [1735] of Dolgel-
ley, Merioneth’ sued William Price and Edward Pugh. It would seem that William Price might 
be the brother of Peter Price as he would have become heir of his nephews at their deaths 
without issue (if he were still alive). Is the original Chancery Proceeding available, or should it 
be ordered?9  

The Thomas Price to whom David Pugh applied in 1691 would be the son of Peter 
Price of Cynllwyd, Merionethshire, who died 20 April 1716. Like his brother Edward Price, of 
Dolgelley (Dollgellau in Welsh), he was a Barrister-at-Law. It might have seemed a secure way 
to pursue a loan, but to enter into an agreement with a naturally litigious man might not have 
been wise. 

Peter Price was a gentleman who resided at Cynllwyd in 1696. He married Mary 
Vaughan, daughter of Rowland Vaughan of Caergai and had three sons, (1) Rowland Price, of 
Gatrth Angharad (who died without issue), (2) Thomas Price, a Barrister at Law who died 10 
April 1716,10 and (3) Edward Price, of Dolgelley, also a Barrister at Law, who died without is-
sue in 1725.11  Peter Price was a younger son of Captain Thomas Price of Plas Iolyn, a famous 
Welsh poet and adventurer who died in 1636, by his second wife, Jane Wynn. This Thomas 
Price, Esquire,12 was High Sheriff of Denbighshire in 1599.13  He was eldest son of Ellis Price, 
LL.D. (a Member of Parliament who had been educated at Cambridge), but early on left Wales 

8  Kline Pugh <pughk@cyberhighway.net>, post 15 September 1998, message 0905869925, POWYS-L 
Archives (Online: The Generations Network, 2007), <http://archiver.rootsweb.com>, accessed November 2007. 
Document 15. (*May need to check actual document.)

9  If the originals are not too large, a digital copy can be ordered and received within twenty-four 
hours for the nominal fee of £8.50. 

10  Thomas Price, son of Peter Price of Cynllwyd, is stated to be brother-in-law of the cleric and poet 
Robert Wynne (died 1720), “his brother-in-law by marriage to his sister Judith.”  As Peter Price is not known to 
have had daughters, it would appear from this that Thomas Price married Judith Wynne. “Biographies of Robert 
Wynne and Thomas Prys (Price),” Welsh Biography Online (Online: The National Library of Wales, 2007), 
<http://yba.llgc.org.uk>, accessed November 2007. Document 49. 

11  John Edwards Griffith, Pedigrees of Anglesey and Carnarvonshire Families, with their Collateral 
Branches in Denbighshire, Merionethshire and other parts (Horncastle, England: W. K. Morton and Sons, 1997), 
pages 204 – 205, FHL Book Q942.9 D2jgr 1997. Document 19.

12  The term esquire in this sense meant an independent landed gentleman who normally held land 
directly of the crown and who was higher in status than a normal gentleman, but not a knight. He also frequently 
served as one of the local justices of the peace in the shire. 

13  “Biographies of Robert Wynne and Thomas Prys (Price),” Welsh Biography Online (Online: The 
National Library of Wales, 2007), <http://yba.llgc.org.uk>, accessed November 2007. Document 49.

immigrant, Lewis Pugh. Various undocumented online sources5 state that David Pugh, the 
father of the immigrant, had a wife named Elizabeth, and that aside from Lewis, he also had 
sons named Edward and David Pugh (this is the David who was also supposed to have come 
to Virginia), and a daughter named Elizabeth, who died in 1706, having first married Benja-
min Jones of North Wales.  

These online sources are more explicit in stating that David Pugh was of the parish of 
Llangelynnin, in the county of Merioneth, North Wales.6  They state that he had owned three 
farms, Tyddyn Sheffrey, Deildre/Deldre and Cloddio Byrrion. They also state that David Pugh 
was called “cousin” by Edward Price of Dolgellau/Dolgelley, Merioneth, who died in 1725, 
that this Edward Price had a brother named Thomas who died in Ruthin, Denbigh, Wales in 
1714 or 1716, and that they were sons of Peter Price. If this were true, the Price ancestry might 
hold the key to extending what is known of the client’s Pugh ancestry. 

This data is all apparently derived from a report that included detailed from a Chan-
cery Proceeding that the immigrant ancestor, Lewis Pugh, brought forth against relatives in 
England in 1735.7  A David Pugh was listed in the township of Tre’r Morfa in the rural coastal 
parish of Llangelynnin in the Hearth Tax of 1667 (it is not reported how many hearths his 
house was assessed for). Apparently this Chancery suit stated that David Pugh, gentleman, 
had somehow obtained (possibly by inheritance) the farms of Ryddyn Sheffrey, Deildre and 
Cloddio Byrrion, but he used them for collateral in obtaining a loan of £480 from Thomas 
Price in 1691. David was in default of the agreement, and Thomas Price obtained possession 
of the lands from a successful appeal in the Court of Great Sessions (Wales) in 1695. Lewis 
Pugh claimed in 1735 that his father had no other lands. Having no other means of obvious 
support or inheritance, Lewis then ventured to Virginia. He apparently also stated that his 
brother, David Pugh, also emigrated from Wales to Virginia, but that he died without issue 
shortly thereafter (this would at least mean that the second possibility of descent from David 
Pugh is a moot point—John Pugh (born say 1725-35) is therefore definitely grandson of Lewis 
Pugh). 

5  Some of these undocumented sources include: Kline Pugh <pughk@cyberhighway.net>, post 15 
September 1998, message 0905869925, POWYS-L Archives (Online: The Generations Network, 2007), <http://
archiver.rootsweb.com>, accessed November 2007. Document 15. Richard Price, post 9 August 200 12:00 PM 
GMT, Pugh-Barbour Message Board, RootsWeb (Online: The Generations Network, 2007), <http://boards/
rootsweb.com>, accessed November 2007. Document16. “Pugh Family of Virginia, South Carolina & Alabama,” 
Blairs of Alabama (Online: by the author, 2007), <http://www.jblair29.net/pughhistoryaz.html>, accessed 
November 2007. Document 17. 

6  There is another parish named Llangelynnin in Carnarvonshire. 
7  Report on Pugh origins in Wales, date and researcher unknown, included in Pugh DVD of sources 

supplied by client, accessed November 2007. Document 26. 
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This is clearly not the client’s ancestor, but it was another man named David Pugh who 
described himself as gentleman and lived in the same rural parish on a rugged Welsh coast at 
the same period as the client’s ancestor, David Pugh. The existence of this document, at the 
very least, emphasized the importance of careful identification. However, there were very few 
gentlemen in relationship to the general population. This specific Price family is of a high level 
of society in Wales. Their ancestry can be traced back hundreds of years, and through ma-
ternal lines, from many royal persons, including Kings of England, Frances, etc. A Chancery 
Proceeding was a very exact legal record, and a statement of relationship would not have been 
made lightly. If David Pugh were a cousin of Edward Price or Thomas Price, the connection 
would be close, not distant, and the client’s maternal ancestry likely either the Price family or 
the even more famous Wynne family. 

There was a probate record for a Lewis Pugh of Dollgellau (Dollgelley), Merioneth, 
Wales in 1743, but this would not likely be the client’s ancestor, either. Also, the Ann Pugh’s 
Virginia deposition stated that Lewis Pugh died in South Wales. Merionethshire would be 
considered North Wales. 

Even though Kline Pugh or others have stated Welsh research has been “exhaustive” 
this is not likely to be an accurate description. There are recent modern probate indexes to all 
probate courts in Wales. The Prerogative Court of Canterbury was also a superior jurisdiction, 
over all probate courts in England and Wales. Also, every Welsh will for this period has been 
abstracted and indexed for names of every individual (including witnesses) and places, and 
indexed year by year, according to the individual probate court. This was done by the Genea-
logical Society of Utah, so normally only available in Salt Lake City on microfiche. 

Returning to the Pugh family of Virginia

Searches were made in Lancaster, Richmond and Essex Counties, Virginia to deter-
mine if either of the immigrant, Lewis Pugh’s sons – John or David Pugh – ever returned to 
Virginia. Records only stated that Lewis Pugh died in Wales. Depositions given by the family 
in 1741 stated that David Pugh was a resident of Lancaster County, Virginia.15 He was men-
tioned in the Court Order Books of Richmond County in March 1729/3016 and September 

15  Virginia County Court Richmond County, Account Book No. 1, 1724-83 (Salt Lake City, Utah: 
Filmed by the Genealogical Society of Utah, 1948- 1950), pages 158 – 160, FHL Microfilm 33679. Ruth and Sam 
Sparacio, Account Book Abstracts of Richmond County, Virginia, 1724-1751 (McLean, Virginia: by the authors, 
1989), pages 64, 65, 87, 108, 134, 135, 138, 141, FHL Book 975.523 P2s. Document 1. 

16  Ruth & Sam Sparacio, Order Book Abstracts of Richmond County, Virginia, 1729-1731 (McLean, 
Virginia, 1999), p. 31, FHL Book 975.523 P2sa, v. 25. Document 37. 

as a privateer against the Spaniards, was one of the first who smoked tobacco in the streets of 
London (which they had captured in a ship off the coast of Africa), etc.14  This account states 
that Peter Pryse [sic] of Cynllwyd was father of a son and heir, Thomas Pryse, Barrister at Law. 

It is strange that no wills were found for Thomas or Edward Price. Dolgelley, Merio-
nethshire, and Ruthin, Denbighshire, were both theoretically within the probate jurisdiction 
of the Consistory Court of Bagor. The Prerogative Court of Canterbury was the only superior 
jurisdiction, but no reference to wills was found in the online catalog to that court created by 
The National Archives. 

There was a will for a David Pugh, gentleman, of the parish of Llangelynnin proved 
in 1722. For obvious reasons, this will was found and copied as it might relate to the ancestry 
of Lewis Pugh. David Pugh, of “Cregennan” in the parish of Llangelynnin, made his will on 
15 December 1718. He left his several lands, tenements or messuages which were commonly 
known by the names of tyddyn y skybor, y Gay yngs ha[tear in paper] Havod y Gasseg Bron 
Lettu Evan and Brauch y Goesaen in the parish of Llangelynnin  to Lewis William of Pwl-
larthoy, Merioneth, gentleman, and David Lewis of Bwlch Gwyn, Merioneth, gentleman and 
their heirs in trust for the use of his nephew Hugh Tudor the son of Tudor ap Hugh [i.e., 
Pugh] lawfully begotten on the body of Elizabeth, his wife, “my eldest sister,” in default to the 
use of Owen, second son of the said Tudor and Elizabeth, in default to the third son, then the 
fourth, fifth and any succeeding sons that might exist. Margaret, eldest daughter of the said 
Tudor ap Hugh and Elizabeth, Jane, the second daughter, the third, fourth, fifth, etc., daugh-
ters, in default to Margaret “my second sister” and the heirs of her body, and in default to Jane 
my youngest sister” and the heirs of her body. The said Lewis William and David Lewis were 
to pay his sister Margaret 100 pounds, 70 pounds to his sister Jane and three pounds to the 
eldest boy [of] Richard Howell, late [deceased] of the parish of Llanglltyd [?] and Elizabeth 
John his late wife, and 10 pounds to the poor of the parish of Llanglinnin by payments of 20 
shillings a year. In a codicil, he gives out of the estate of his uncle Robert [?] late of Boston, 
New England, merchant, deceased to his sister Elizabeth Pugh, the wife of Tudor ap Hugh, 
Margaret Pugh and Jane Pugh, to be equally divided. In a codicil dated 3 January [1719] 
Tudor Pugh. Witnesses were Robert Owen and John Lewis. The will was proved 17 August 
1722 by the oath of William Lewis, Margaret, late wife of the said deceased … before Tudor 
Hughes. 

14  See [J.Y.W. Lloyd] “Sheriffs of Denbighshire,” Archaeologia Cambrensis: The Journal of the 
Cambrian Archaeological Association, 3rd Series, 15(1869), pages 27-29. Document 20, and J.Y.W. Lloyd, The 
History of the Princes, the Lords Marcher and the Ancient Nobility of Powys Fadog… (London: Whiting & Co., 
1884), pages 101 – 107, FHL Book 942.9 D2l, v. 4. Document 21. 
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Pugh’s deposition, this son and heir left with his father in April 1731. No record of his return 
has been found, although if he did return and fathered William Pugh, he may well have not 
remained in Richmond County. Lewis Pugh was mentioned in the Richmond County Order 
Books on 7 December 1732 and 5 March 1733/4, but those only indicate he was sued twice, 
but the plaintiffs did not prosecute.24  

Not all records of Richmond, Lancaster, Essex or Orange Counties have been exhaust-
ed. With the DNA evidence, however, combined with the documentary evidence on hand, 
proved that the client’s ancestor, John Pugh (the Elder) was grandson of the immigrant Lewis 
Pugh. David Pugh was still alive in 1741, a year after the marriage of John Pugh’s mother, 
Mary (?)(Pugh), to Ephraim Simmonds. Thus, the only child of Anne Pugh who has not been 
previously discounted and who could be the husband of Mary (married Ephraim Simmonds), 
was John Pugh, Lewis’s eldest son and heir. It would make sense, too, that John would name 
a son John Pugh (the client’s ancestor), although it would appear that Willoughby Pugh was 
John’s eldest son and heir. 

In the Colonial period and particularly in Colonial Virginia, the use of a surname as 
a given name—such as Willoughby—would definitely indicate a connection with the Wil-
loughby family. Because Lewis Pugh was the immigrant from Wales, and there is no known 
Willoughby family in Wales, the connection of this name is likely through his wife, Ann. 

Ann Pugh was born about 1680 (she was age 60 when she gave deposition in 1740). 
There was a Dr. Henry Willoughby who died in Old Rappahannock County (the parent of 
Richmond County) in 1685, but his will only mentioned his daughter Rebecca Hull and his 
granddaughters Sarah Hull and Mary Hull.25 This Henry Willoughby was born in 1626, son 
of George Willoughby, Esquire, of Stewkley, and grandson of Sir Ambrose Willoughby of 
Malton, Gloucestershire, England (second son of Charles, Lord Willoughby of Parham). It 
has not been determined when Henry married, but his granddaughters, Sarah and Mary Hull, 
would have likely been of marriageable age. There is nothing to preclude the possibility that 
Henry’s daughter, Rebecca, also had another daughter who was already married by 1680 (and 
had already received her marriage portion). 

1721-1752: An Every-Name Index (Miami Beach, Florida: T.L.C. Genealogy, 1996), FHL Book 975.523 P22t. 
Document 4. 

24  Ruth & Sam Sparacio, Order Book Abstracts of Richmond County, Virginia, 1731-1732 (McLean, 
Virginia, 1999), pp, 102, 103, 116, FHL Book 975.523 P2sa, v. 26. Document 38. Ruth & Sam Sparacio, Order 
Book Abstracts of Richmond County, Virginia, 1732-1734 (McLean, Virginia, 1999), FHL Book 975.523 P2sa, v. 
27. Document 39.

25  Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Will Abstracts of (Old) Rappahannock County, Virginia, 1682-1687 
(McLean, Virginia: by the authors, 1990), pages 75 – 76, FHL Book 975.534 P28sa. Document 10.  

1740 (when his residence was described as being Lancaster County).17  David Pew complained 
to the court of Lancaster County on 12 May 1731 that he had not received any satisfaction for 
capturing a runaway slave of Mr. Thomas Lee (reward was due for returning the bondsman to 
their owner).18 He was a witness to the will of Henry Fleet, gentleman (an important Virginia 
planter), proving the will in court 11 February 1735/6.19 David Pugh was also mentioned in 
the Lancaster County Order Books on 8 April 173720 and 13 July 1739.21  

No reference to David Pugh has been located in records of Lancaster County, Virginia 
(yet) after he left for Wales in 1741, but judgments have not been searched yet, and not all 
records of that county have been completely exhausted. It is notable that no Pugh was found 
in the tithable list for Lancaster County in 1745. There was one entry in the Order Books that 
looked intriguing (dated 19 March 1756): “On the Prayer of William Pugh Orphan of Thomas 
Pugh Dec’d he is by the Court bound to Daniel Carter Jun’r  til twenty one years of age his 
said master is to Learn him to Read & write and the Trade of a House Carpenter & Joiner and 
to find him sufficient wholesome and cleanly Dyet [diet] Lodging and Apparrell and at the 
Expiration of his servitude to pay and allow him as is appointed for servants by Indenture or 
Custome”.22 This William Pugh was at least age 14, or born by 1642, yet no Thomas Pugh was 
found in the searches of Lancaster County. One wonders if this could be a clerical error for 
David Pugh. The boy would have been born about the time David Pugh left for Wales to pur-
sue the family inheritance. Otherwise there is no indication that David Pugh left progeny who 
might have inherited whatever property he left in Lancaster County at the time of his death. 

John Pugh was sued by Gilbert Hamilton, merchant, in Richmond County but the 
case was dismissed on 5 November 1730, the plaintiff not prosecuting.23 As stated in Ann 

17  Richmond County, Virginia Court Orders, 1721-1752: An Every-Name Index (Miami Beach, 
Florida: T.L.C. Genealogy, 1996), FHL Book 975.523 P22t. Document 4. John Pugh was mentioned in November 
1730. 

18  Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Order Book Abstracts of Lancaster County, Virginia, 1729-1732 
(McLean, Virginia: by the authors, 1998), pages 49, 118, FHL Book 975.522 P2sp, v. 14. Document 5.

19  Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Order Book Abstracts of Lancaster County, Virginia, 1732-1736 
(McLean, Virginia: by the authors, 1998), pages 99, 118, FHL Book 975.522 P2sp, v. 15. Document 6. 

20  Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Order Book Abstracts of Lancaster County, Virginia, 1736-1739 
(McLean, Virginia: by the authors, 1998), pages 29 – 30, FHL Book 975.522 P2sp, v. 16. Document 7. 

21  Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Order Book Abstracts of Lancaster County, Virginia, 1739-1742 
(McLean, Virginia: by the authors, 1998), pages 1 – 2, FHL Book 975.522 P2sp, v. 17. Document 8. 

22  Lancaster County Virginia County Court, Court Order Book v. 10, 1752-6, v. 11, 1756-64 (Salt 
Lake City, Utah: Filmed by the Genealogical Society of Utah, 1947, 1950), p. 416, FHL Microfilm 32144.

23  Ruth & Sam Sparacio, Order Book Abstracts of Richmond County, Virginia, 1729-1731 (McLean, 
Virginia, 1999), p. 68, FHL Book 975.523 P2sa, v. 25. Document 37. Richmond County, Virginia Court Orders, 
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The only other person named Willoughby noted in records of the Northern Neck 
was Willoughby Allerton, but his descendancy has been traced out; he was both grandson of 
a Mayflower passenger and descended from an ancient planter who resided in Virginia be-
fore 1624 (Thomas Willoughby). He resided in Westmoreland County, Virginia. Because Dr. 
Henry Willoughby died in 1685, it is possible that he was godfather of Ann, Lewis’s wife, but 
it would not normally be expected that she would name a son after a godfather who had been 
long dead, and that this name would proliferate in several branches of her descendants. 

Willoughby Pugh of South Carolina

On a final note, Kline Pugh had expressed that a granddaughter of Willoughby Pugh 
had married in a Catholic Church in St. Augustine, Florida, and that this marriage record (not 
seen yet) stated that he was son of Lewis Pugh. That is entirely believable, except that Kline 
also expressed that the Willoughby he had in mind married someone else (Martha Dawson) 
and lived near Savannah, Georgia, whereas the Willoughby Pugh we traced in South Carolina 
died leaving a widow named Sarah.26  This does not quite make sense. Could he provide more 
detail or clarify this?  It is an important point, as it may concern what happened to Willough-
by Pugh of Orange County, Virginia who would be John’s brother. 

Paul C. Reed, FASG
Fellow of the American Society of Genealogists

26  Letter from Kline Pugh to Watson Pugh, dated 28 May 2007 on file. 
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Research Report
The Ancestry of Lewis Pugh in Wales

March 2009

The long-awaited acquisition of an important Chancery Proceeding regarding David Pugh 
set the groundwork for this research session. Said proceeding contains a lengthy bill and 

an even more lengthy answer. Previous research located the modern reference number for the 
Chancery Proceeding at The National Archives (formerly the Public Record Office) in Kew, 
Richmond, Surrey, England, thus enabling the original to be obtained. 

This original manuscript of the Chancery Proceeding has proved to be invaluable for 
the information it reveals regarding the client’s Pugh ancestors and their relations. Events con-
cerning the downfall of Lewis Pugh’s father, David, are set out in detail. David Pugh, a gentle-
man, had run up several debts, and subsequently taken out mortgages against his lands. He 
made the mistake of approaching his wealthy cousin, who also happened to be an important 
barrister at one of the four Inns of Court, by the name of Thomas Price. Little did he know 
that Thomas Price was an unscrupulous man and had little pity for those who would limit his 
ability for personal gain. Thomas Price even took advantage of his eldest brother, Rowland (a 
Cambridge educated vicar who begat nine bastards), along with several others, including the 
Bishop of St. Asaph.1  

David Pugh could not have foreseen this treachery. He and his family were ejected 
from their home while his three sons were still of tender age. The eldest son, Lewis Pugh, was 
sent to Virginia. The two younger sons, David and Edward, were sent to London;2 David to 
become a shipwright, and Edward to learn the ship’s carpenter trade. 

1  Thomas Price even circulated pamphlets concerning his family’s suit against the Bishop of St. 
Asaph. “A Llanuwchllyn Ecclesiastical Dispute,” Journal of the Merioneth Historical and Record Society, 
11(1993) [Copied at Harvard University by Nathaniel Taylor, PhD]. Document 27. 

2  It appears they were sent to Virginia and London by relatives. If their fate had simply fallen to the 
local wardens in the parish, they would have been placed locally, not sent such great distances away from home. 
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curate of Dolgellau (Dolgelly). The second son, Thomas Price, was born about six years later 
in 1655. He attended the Inner Temple (one of the four Inns of Court), and was admitted to 
the bar on 25 November 1683.7  He married Mary Gwillim at St. Dunstan Stepney 8 June 1688 
(age 33) by license.8  He was father of two children, Owen Price and Jane Price (who would 
marry John Whetstone against the wishes of her father’s executors on 14 November 1719 at St. 
Antholin Budge Row, London).9  Thomas Price managed to estrange both his children be-
fore his death. The third son of Peter and Mary, Edward Price, was also educated at the Inner 
Temple and became a barrister, but he moved to Dolgelly and practiced there. It appears he 
was born about 1663 and married Susannah Dodsworth by license dated 4 September 1693 
(age 30),10 but he had no surviving issue—a good thing as he had a change of heart at the time 
of his death and made provision for the children of his cousin David Pugh in his will. 

Peter Price had a sister named Dorothy who married Hugh Hookes of Conway. As it 
was known David Pugh (the father) used a patronymic (Pugh equals “ap Hugh,” i.e., ‘son of 
Hugh’), it is possible David’s father was named Hugh (though it could also be his father who 
was son of someone named Hugh). But this Dorothy (Price) Hookes, wife of Hugh Hookes, 
only gave birth to one child: Katherine Hookes, baptized 26 May 1632. It was only a day or 
two later that the mother Dorothy died. She was buried 29 May 1632.11  It does not appear that 
Hugh Hookes had any surviving issue. None is shown in the pedigrees, though a search needs 
to be made for a will.12

To further elucidate the players in this scenario, when Edward Price died, he made 
William Price of Geeler his executor and residuary legatee. The infusion of his name amongst 
the Prices named thus far was cause for some initial confusion, because there was a different 

FHL Book 942.57 D2v, v. 3, pt. 1. Document 5. 
7  F.A. Inderwick, A Calendar of the Inner Temple Records (London: The Masters of the Bench of the 

Inner Temple, 1901), FHL Book 942.1/L1 C4in, v. 3. Document 9. 
8  Joseph Foster, London Marriage Licences, 1521-1869 (London: Bernard Quaritch, 1887), p. 1094, 

FHL Book 942.1/L1 K28f. Document 6. 
9  Joseph Lemuel Chester and George J. Armytage, The Parish Registers of St. Antholin, Budge 

Row, London… (London: Publications of the Harleian Society, Parish Register Series, 1883), p. 132, FHL Book 
942 B4ha, v. 8. Document 8. They had a daughter named Jane baptized at St. Mary Whitechapel, Stepney on 26 
March 1721. The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, comp., “International Genealogical Index,” Version 
4.02 [DOS] (Salt Lake City: Intellectual Reserve, Inc., 1980, 2000), FHL Computer Database. Document 7. 

10  Joseph Foster, London Marriage Licences, 1521-1869 (London: Bernard Quaritch, 1887), p. 1091, 
FHL Book 942.1/L1 K28f. Document 6. 

11  The Memorial Inscriptions of the Church of St. Mary, Parish of Dolgellau, Merioneth, Gwynedd, 
Wales (Penysarn, Wales: Cyfres Gyfeiriadol Record Series, 1986), pp. 122-123, FHL Book 942.925/D1 V3gr. 
Document 13. 

12  John Edward Griffith, Pedigrees of Anglesey and Carnarvonshire Families (England: by the 
author, 1997), FHL Book 942.9 D2jgr. Document 10. 

The bill and answer contained in this Chancery Proceeding were lengthy and took 
a great deal of time to transcribe. The complaint of Lewis Pugh of the county of Richmond 
upon Rappahannock River in Virginia, planter, but resident of Dolgelly in November 1735, 
has been transcribed, letter for letter.3  The answer of William Price, sworn 7 June 1736, has 
been fully transcribed, but not letter perfect.4 Because some parts were faded or creased, more 
time would be needed in order to make a perfect English rendition of the document. A bit 
more might be made out in the missing areas with further study, but it is almost certain entire 
the original could be read at The National Archives if deemed necessary. 

The Price Brothers

Both the Chancery Proceeding and the will of Edward Price stated that David Pugh 
was a cousin of the Price brothers. It must be made clear that this was not a loose usage, but a 
legal one. The “cousin” relationship stated in these documents was one of blood. It also ex-
plains why David Pugh should turn to this cousin in an attempt to resolve mounting debts. 
But it is also clear he did not know Thomas Price well, or he might have thought twice. 

Thomas Price was one of the three sons of Peter Price of Cynllwyd in the parish of 
Llanuwchllyn, in the county of Merioneth, Wales. Peter Price was the son of the famous 
Captain Thomas Price of Plas Iolyn by his second wife Jane Wynn, daughter of Hugh Wynn/
Gwynn of Berth-ddu and Bodysgallen. Capt. Thomas Price/Prys was born about 1564 and 
died in 1634, having served as High Sheriff of Merioneth in 1599. Because Peter Price was still 
alive in 1696, he must have been quite young at his father’s death. 

Peter Price married Mary Vaughan, daughter of Rowland Vaughan of Caer-gai (on the 
west side of Bala Lake in Merioneth), who died in 1667. Peter and Mary were the parents of 
three sons, but it appears they had only one daughter who survived to marry or leave issue.5  
The eldest son, Rowland Vaughan, was born at Caer-gai about 1649. He was sent to London as 
a boy where he attended St. Paul’s School, and then the University of Cambridge.6  He became 

3  C11/291/6 (Chancery Proceeding), Lewis Pugh v. William Price and Edward Pugh [Color copy 
image of original on CD, obtained via correspondence from The National Archives (Richmond, England)]. 
Document 1. 

4  C11/291/6 (Chancery Proceeding), Lewis Pugh v. William Price and Edward Pugh [Color copy 
image of original on CD, obtained via correspondence from The National Archives (Richmond, England)]. 
Document 2. 

5  Judith Price became wife of Robert Wynne, son of Edward Wynne of Plas Newydd, Llangywer. “A 
Llanuwchllyn Ecclesiastical Dispute,” Journal of the Merioneth Historical and Record Society, vol. 11 (1993), p. 
425 [Copied at Harvard University by Nathaniel Taylor, PhD]. Document 27. 

6  John Venn and J. A. Venn, Alumni Cantabrigienses: A Biographical List of All Known Students…
at the University of Cambridge, from the Earliest Times to 1900 (Cambridge: The University Press, 1926), p. 397, 
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•	 Edward Pugh, son of David Pugh (the original in Latin reads “Edward filius David 
ap Pugh”) was baptized 17 November 1685.18  

This confirms that David Pugh’s wife was named Elizabeth. David and Elizabeth were 
not married in Llangelynnin,19 but that is not surprising. As a gentleman, he would likely have 
taken a wife from another family of the gentry socioeconomic class some distance away and 
married in her parish. No check as been made yet for marriage licenses for the Consistory 
Court of Bangor (which had immediate jurisdiction in Merioneth). It would be likely David 
married Elizabeth by license, although if he had been sent to London as a boy, he might have 
married there. 

It is also important to point out that one of the baptismal entries recorded the father’s 
name as David ap Pugh, rather than David Pugh (or David ap Hugh). There was a burial for 
an Elizabeth Pugh 14 April 1686,20 which would explain why no more children were baptized 
to the couple before 1692, and why Edward—the third son—had no younger brothers. Also, 
since Edward Pugh was the youngest son, Lewis and David had to have been born before 1680 
(which date agrees with the age of Lewis’s wife Ann, who was born about 1680). 

There were other entries in the parish register that might eventually prove to be perti-
nent. William and Anne Pugh had a daughter named Julan [sic] baptized 2 June 1689. Rich-
ard, a son of Robert ap Hugh was buried 8 January 1687/8. William David Pugh [sic] married 
Lowry Tomas 15 February 1686/7. A Pugh was buried 19 December 1684, and Elen Pugh was 
buried 24 September 1684. John Pugh, and his wife Jane, had a daughter named Elizabeth 
baptized 17 October 1680. Lewis David ap Hugh was buried in April 1678. 

Curiously enough, the parish register indicated that Rowland Price had a daughter 
named Sydney baptized at Llangelynnin 20 January 1673/4 (rather than at Dolgelly). As was 
typical, there was a gap in the parish register between 1643 and 1650 during the English Civil 
War and beginning of the Commonwealth, so any ancestral baptisms, marriages or burials 

18  Parish Church of Llangelynnin, Merionethshire, Wales, Parish Registers of Llangelynnin 1618-
1920, Vol. 1 Baptisms, Burials, 1618-1642, 1651-1689; Marriages, 1618, 1629-1635, 1655-1659, 1668-1673, 
1686 (Salt Lake City, UT: Filmed by the Genealogical Society of Utah, 2007), FHL Microfilm 2421877 Item 7. 
Document 18b. 

19  Dafydd Hayes, Hayes Computerized Indexes, Parish Church Marriages in the County of 
Gwynedd (Merionethshire) (Gwernymynydd: Hayes Computerized Marriage Index, [n. d.]), FHL Book 942.925 
K29h, v. 2. Document 17. 

20  Parish Church of Llangelynnin, Merionethshire, Wales, Parish Registers of Llangelynnin 1618-
1920, Vol. 1 Baptisms, Burials, 1618-1642, 1651-1689; Marriages, 1618, 1629-1635, 1655-1659, 1668-1673, 
1686 (Salt Lake City, UT: Filmed by the Genealogical Society of Utah, 2007), FHL Microfilm 2421877 Item 7. 
Document 18a. 

Price family of Geeler.13 However, it was eventually proved that the named William Price was 
not the heir of the Price estate at Geeler, but rather he managed it for Robert Price of Geeler, 
the Baron of the Exchequer who also served as Justice of the Common Bench (born 1653, 
died 1733, aged 78).14  William Price was actually eldest son of Peter Price of Cernioge, Mer-
ioneth, by his wife Magdalene. This Peter would be of the same generation as David Pugh 
(the father). Peter was son of William Price of Rhyd Llechog (uncle of Rowland, Thomas and 
Edward Price).15  Now the stage is set to interpret the information set forth in the Chancery 
Proceeding. But a little more needs to be set forth concerning the family of David Pugh. 

The Pugh Family in Llangelynnin

The parish registers of Llangelynnin are frequently difficult to read, but since it was 
clear that Lewis Pugh’s father David had been a resident there until Edward Price ejected him 
in the mid 1690s, it seemed reasonable to assert that his children would have been baptized 
in that parish. Upon studying the original register, it was discovered that it is not only hard to 
read, but in mixed order, with years not being entered in any consistent chronological order. 
This made it time consuming and difficult to search. A careful search was made throughout 
the period spanning 1685 through 1692. The baptisms of three children of David Pugh were 
found in this search:

•	 Mary, daughter of David Pugh and Elizabeth, his wife, was baptized 20 May 1681.16  
•	 Gezia (the name as it occurred in Latin), daughter of David Pugh and Elizabeth, his 

wife, was baptized 11 January [1682/3].17  

13  J. Bernard Burke, A Genealogical and Heraldic Dictionary of the Peerage and Baronetage of the 
British Empire (London: Henry Colburn, 1854), FHL Book 942 D22bup. Document 15. 

14  Frederick Arthur Crisp, Visitation of England and Wales: Notes ([n. p.]: by the author, 1907), FHL 
Book 942 D23hn, v. 7. Document 16. J. Y. W. Lloyd, The History of…Powys Fadog… (London: Whiting & Co., 
1885), FHL Book 942.9 D2l, v. 5. Document 26. 

15  John Edward Griffith, Pedigrees of Anglesey and Carnarvonshire Families (England: by the 
author, 1997), FHL Book 942.9 D2jgr. Document 10. 

16  Parish Church of Llangelynnin, Merionethshire, Wales, Parish Registers of Llangelynnin 1618-
1920, Vol. 1 Baptisms, Burials, 1618-1642, 1651-1689; Marriages, 1618, 1629-1635, 1655-1659, 1668-1673, 
1686 (Salt Lake City, UT: Filmed by the Genealogical Society of Utah, 2007), FHL Microfilm 2421877 Item 7. 
Document 18g. 

17  Parish Church of Llangelynnin, Merionethshire, Wales, Parish Registers of Llangelynnin 1618-
1920, Vol. 1 Baptisms, Burials, 1618-1642, 1651-1689; Marriages, 1618, 1629-1635, 1655-1659, 1668-1673, 
1686 (Salt Lake City, UT: Filmed by the Genealogical Society of Utah, 2007), FHL Microfilm 2421877 Item 7. 
Document 18d. 
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Llangelynin, Gwynedd (historically Merionethshire), Wales23

The Beach Near Llangelynin.24                                                 Southeast of Llangelynin.25

23  “Llangelynin, Gwynedd, Wales,” Google Maps (Online:  TeleAtlas, 2009), <http://www.maps.
google.com>, accessed March 2009.

24 Jon Baxter,”Llwyngwril Sunset,” Panoramio (Online: Jon Baxer, 2009), <http:www.panramio.com>, 
accessed February 2009. 

25 Paulpchm,”Cader Idris & Bird Rock from Tywyn,” Panoramio (Online: Paulpchm, 2009), 
<http:www.panramio.com>, accessed February 2009. 

during that period are lost (except where preserved as a marriage license or probate record). 
Llangelynnin was a parish in Merionethshire on the coast of Barmouth Bay. The ter-

rain had been rugged and mountainous, but this meant it was rich in timber with some areas 
of neighboring flat and marshy land that could be cultivated.21  

Landscape, including Closes, just North of Llangylinin.22

In the previous photo, there are hedges or stone lines that enclose each particular piece 
of land. Satellite views at Google Maps, below, show this rugged area has now been deforested. 
But the individual closes almost certainly date from before the period the ancestral David 
Pugh owned land in this vicinity. The names of at least some of these closes should have been 
passed down, so the locations of his holdings could be determined given enough effort. 

21  Great Britain Ordnance Survey, “Dolgellau & Surrounding Area,” 1:50 000 Landranger Series 
(Southampton: Ordnance Survey, 1987-1989), FHL Map 942 E7Lan no. 124. Document 3. 

22  TheManGetsAround, “View on Xmas Day 2003 from Cath’s House,” Panoramio (Online: 
TheManGetsAround, 2009), <http:www.panramio.com>, accessed February 2009. 
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Lewis Pugh pleaded that his dispossessed father had no other estate. Not able to re-
ceive any subsistence from his father, Lewis went to Virginia, where he constantly resided un-
til his recent return to pursue his rightful inheritance. Lewis stated that his father died about 
forty years before (about 1695), and upon his death Lewis became entitled to the premises 
subject to the mortgage and clause of Equity of Redemption. Thomas Price’s son, Owen, and 
daughter Jane, wife of John Whetstone became Thomas’s legal representatives, and assigned 
all right to the properties to Edward Price, esquire, late of Dolgelly, Merioneth, Thomas Price’s 
brother. 

Lewis Pugh set out that Thomas Price died about 1725. About five or six years after-
wards (1731-2), Edward Price felled a ‘considerable quantity of timber and other trees’ to the 
value of £600 (certainly greater than the amount of the original mortgage plus interest). Lewis 
testified that Edward Price made his will on or about 23 October 1725 and made William 
Price of Geeler, Denbigh, gentleman, his executor and residuary legatee, and included a be-
quest of £300 to the children and legal representative of David Pugh (which was Lewis Pugh), 
“in the said Will Called his Cosen David ap Pugh …”28  The fact that Lewis stated his father 
was called David ap Pugh is also important (the same terminology recorded in the baptism of 
David’s son Edward). 

Lewis Price set forth that he had come to England about six months before (about 
May 1735). More surprising is the statement that Lewis’s younger brother Edward Pugh 
(“second son of the said David Pugh” apparently after the death of the younger David Pugh) 
had confederated with the Prices. Edward Pugh (“a Seafairing Man and hath been frequently 
employed as a Ship Carpenter”) went to Virginia several times during Lewis’s residence there. 
Much of the remainder of the bill was legalese, but Lewis set out that he was the heir and legal 
representative of David Pugh, entitled to the redeem his father’s land by the clause of the Eq-
uity of Redemption. 

The plot thickens considerably as set forth by the answer of William Price, the residu-
ary legatee of Edward Price, and the last of the brothers. William Price waited seven months 
to make his reply. He stated that it was true that David Pugh, late of Tyddyn Sheffrey in the 
parish of Llangelynnin, Merioneth, had been seized of several messuages including Tyddyn 
Sheffrey and Talgarth Ucha (with many closes set out afterwards) in the township of Tre Yr 
Morfa, and messuages called Y Deildre (with a number of closes appurtenances, names set 

28  C11/291/6 (Chancery Proceeding), Lewis Pugh v. William Price and Edward Pugh [Color copy 
image of original on CD, obtained via correspondence from The National Archives (Richmond, England)]. 
Document 1. 

What occurred to David Pugh is a story repeated several more times in the life of 
Thomas Price. Thomas’s eldest brother Rowland Price had married a woman fifteen years his 
senior. She was widow of Robert Owen, an Oxford grad who had become Rector of Llange-
lynnin (by 1649) and died in 1671. This widow, Jonett Jones (daughter of Robert Owen’s 
cousin), was left guardian of Robert’s children in a carefully drafted will that stipulated exactly 
what was to happen with his lands after his death. 

The only son to survive into adulthood, also named Robert Owen, was only about five 
years old at his father’s death, so would have become part of the family of his mother after her 
marriage to Rowland Price. Robert attained majority and married in 1686, but after being ap-
pointed administrator of his father’s estate upon attaining his majority, Rowland Price refused 
to give up the lands that clearly were not his:

“With the aid of Thomas Price, a lawyer in London, and Edward Price, a law-
yer in Dolgellau, Rowland continued to hold on to the estate that he claimed 
was ‘appropriately’ his as Jonett’s third husband. The process of law failed 
Robert; he was three times in prison in Dollgellau for debt; he was sentenced 
to outlawry; he lived in hiding in London; and after Rowland Price’s death in 
1713 the case was revived, first by Thomas Price and then by Edward Price. 
It was not until 1725 after Edward’s death, that Robert Owen, by then nearly 
sixty, reappears at Yntsgyffylog.”26  

The Bill of Complaint that Lewis Pugh set forth, entered in November 1735, stated 
that his father David Pugh, late of Tyddyn Sheffrey in the parish of Llangelynnin, Merioneth, 
Wales, gentleman, had owned three messuages (groupings of lands with appurtenances) called 
Deildre, Tyddyn Sheffrey and Cloddie Byrrion. These messuages were worth forty pounds per 
annum, which was a very respectable income for a gentleman at that period.27  Lewis stated 
that his father mortgaged the lands about forty-eight years before (circa 1687) to Thomas 
Price, esquire, of Ruthin, Denbigh, Wales, to secure the sum of £400 or thereabouts. As was 
the point of a mortgage, the lands were to be redeemable upon payment of the principal plus 
interest. Thomas Price thereafter obtained an ejectment, removed David Pugh from his lands 
and obtained possession until the time of his death, which occurred about twenty years before 
the suit. 

26  John and Sheila Rowlands, Second Stages in Researching Welsh Ancestry (Aberystwyth, Wales: by 
the authors, 1999), pp. 337-338, FHL Book 942.9 D27r. Document 4. 

27  C11/291/6 (Chancery Proceeding), Lewis Pugh v. William Price and Edward Pugh [Color copy 
image of original on CD, obtained via correspondence from The National Archives (Richmond, England)]. 
Document 1. 
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Middlesex (immediately east of the city wall of London) entered into an indenture with Wil-
liam Price for the £200 releasing William and giving affidavit on 9 November 1728 that David 
Pugh, late of Treyr Morfa (also called late of Tyddyn Sheffrey), Edward’s late father, had three 
sons, ‘Lewis Pugh late of the island of Virginia planter[,] David Pugh late of he same island 
shipwright[,] and’ Edward Pugh. Edward swore affidavit that Lewis Pugh, ‘his eldest son’ died 
in Virginia about four or five years before (1723-4) ‘leaving issue one daughter only and no 
other child which daughter died in a very short time after her father being then an infant of 
about four or five years and was buried with her father…at the place they lived’ and David 
Pugh, the second son, died a bachelor in Virginia leaving Edward Pugh as only heir to David 
Pugh, the father, sworn 25 January 1728/9 before Anthony Allen. William Price admitted that 
he believed Lewis Pugh had gone to Virginia about forty years before (1696), but little else. 

A search has not been made for the will of Edward Pugh of Stepney, Middlesex, and 
ship’s carpenter, who was living in 1736. Stepney was under the immediate jurisdiction of the 
Commissary Court of London. It is conceivable that he mentioned his relations when he died 
given the great sum of money he had received. It appears Lewis Pugh died in South Wales 
(according to the testimony of Ann Pugh) before his suit in Chancery could be concluded. 
Edward Pugh may not have had to relinquish his ill-gotten gains. 

The original will of Thomas Price was dated 31 July 1714 and proved 19 November 
1717.29  The messuage in the parish of Llangelynnin called “Cloddie Byrrion” and the other 
lands there were important in his will, but he made no mention of David Pugh or his children. 

The will of Edward Price was dated 23 October 1725 and proved 4 May 1726.30  
Among others, he mentioned his nephew Rowland Parry of Hendresechan, gentleman, 
Thomas Price, only son of David Price of Pennant, gentleman, Robert Price, son of his cousin 
John Price, late of Y Bedw, the heirs of John Vaughan of Cargai, esquire, his niece Jane, wife of 
John Whetstone, Ann the wife of Edward Owen of Ty y fach, Dorothy Price, sister of William 
Price of Geeler, his nephew John Jones of Neuaddwen[?], Edward Jones, brother of Ellis Jones, 
Edward Vaughan and Rowland Vaughan, sons of his cousin Rowland Vaughan, deceased, late 
of Malwyd, Edward Pugh of Llanfyllen, Montgomery, tanner, and the testator stated that Owen 
Price was already dead. 

29  Church of England Province of Canterbury Prerogative Court, Probate Records 1383-1857, Reg 
Will Copies of Whitefield v. 561. 1717 Folios, 215-252 (Salt Lake City, UT: Filmed by the Genealogical Society of 
Utah, 1952-1955), Will of Thomas Price, FHL Microfilm 92527. Document 20. 

30  Church of England Province of Canterbury Prerogative Court, Probate Records 1383-1857, Reg 
Will Copies of Aston v. 542. 1714 Folios, 170-209 (Salt Lake City, UT: Filmed by the Genealogical Society of 
Utah, 1952-1955), Will of Edward Price, 1726, Plymouth, FHL Microfilm 92508. Document 22. 

out in the answer) and a messuage in Cregannon called Creigie Morwyn (with a number of 
closes named thereafter), the yearly value of which amounted to £25. (This would be the low 
value admitted to by William Price. An annual value somewhere between what was claimed 
by Lewis Pugh and William Price is probably the truth.)  

William Price stated that David Pugh had entered into a mortgage (indenture quad-
ripartite) on 23 June the 2nd year of the reign of King William and Queen Mary. Thomas 
Price of the Inner Temple, London, esquire, was party on the second part. Henry Mostyn of 
Denbigh and Lewis Owen of Dolgelly, were the other parties. David Pugh had entered into 
an agreement for the sum of £480. Henry Mostyn was to bring the matter before the Great 
Sessions of Merioneth to secure the agreement by final concord (feet of fines) before the royal 
justices (the most secure way of transferring land). It is doubtful that David Pugh knew the 
implications of this act. It appears David owed the total sum of £508 16 shillings, payments to 
commence on 24 June 1694 and continue each year. 

Another indenture by David Pugh dated 12 October 1691 between David Pugh and 
Thomas Price concerning £430 pounds plus an additional £50 is also described. Lewis Jones of 
Aberlyfeny and Thomas Woodward of Peniarth witnessed that agreement. Thomas Price ap-
parently foreclosed on the mortgage before the Great Sessions for Carnarvon, Merioneth and 
Anglesey in 1695, after which David Pugh was ejected from the lands. 

William Price relates that Thomas Price willed the lands to his housekeeper Elizabeth 
Phillips for life and to his two children, Owen Price and Jane Whetstone, and for want of 
surviving issue to Thomas’s brother Edward Price. Jane Price had married John Whetstone 
against the wishes of her father’s executors, so a settlement was made on 23 July 1720. Wil-
liam Price denied that Edward Price felled a great amount of timber, only admitting he had 
heard he felled timber to the amount of about £14!  All the other details in the bill of Lewis 
Price have been found to be very accurate. It would seem very likely that Edward Price felled 
hundreds of pounds worth of timber, otherwise it would be difficult to explain why he should 
bequeath three hundred pounds to the use of the children of David Pugh. William Price ad-
mitted Edward set out that the lands formerly held by David Pugh were to be disposed of “to 
the children and legal representatives of his cousin David Pugh formerly owner” but claimed 
Edward Pugh’s estate was too small for him to fulfill the bequest. 

Further, William Price testified that not long after the death of Edward Price, Ed-
ward Pugh came to him claiming to be only surviving son and legal representative of David 
Pugh, and released his rights in the lands for the sum of £200. Edward Pugh assured William 
that Lewis and David Pugh, ‘his elder brothers were both dead and that no issue of either of 
them was living….’  Edward Pugh, ship carpenter, of Racliff Cross in the parish of Stepney, 
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It is intriguing, that which has been uncovered to date. It should be clear that the 
ancestral David Pugh was a gentleman, had considerable lands, worth £25-40 pounds per 
annum, land that once had more than £600 in timber growing on it. The Price and Vaughan 
families can be traced back for centuries in the direct male line. Once the ancestry of David 
Pugh has been extended another generation or two, it should likewise be traced into the an-
cient Welsh pedigrees, providing the client’s direct male ancestry for hundreds of years. 

Paul C. Reed, FASG
Professional Genealogist

On following pages: C11/291/6 (Chancery Proceeding), Lewis Pugh v. William Price and 
Edward Pugh [Color copy image of original on CD, obtained via correspondence from 

The National Archives (Richmond, England)]. 

Edward Price also recited that Deildre, Tyddyn Sheffrey and Cloddie Byrrion in 
Llangelynnin, Merioneth, were to be valued and that his executor and principal devisee (Wil-
liam Price) was “to give and dispose of the same to the Children and legall representative of 
my Cozen David Pugh formerly Owner of the same premises as my said Executor and prin-
cipall devisee shall think fitting….”  A marginal note dated 16 January 1745/6 states that the 
legacies left not administered by William Price, deceased, should be administered by Thomas 
Price, esquire, his brother. 

Summary and Suggestions

The fact that Edward Price called David Pugh his cousin, and that David Pugh was 
also called cousin in the Chancery Proceeding makes it clear there was a close blood relation-
ship. That David Pugh seems to have been cousin of both Thomas and Edward Price indicates 
the relationship was not through one of their wives. It is possible that David Pugh married a 
Price, but even in that case he must have been of the gentry status, as the Prices were one of 
the leading families of Merionethshire. Much of the Price family has now been traced out. The 
relationship might be through the Vaughan family. Peter Price had married Mary, daughter of 
Rowland Vaughan of Caer-gai.31  Rowland Vaughan also had daughters named Elen, Elizabeth 
and Margaret.32

A substantial amount of research has been concluded, and the Pugh ancestry fur-
ther documented in Wales. There is now no doubt that Thomas and Edward Price were close 
cousins by blood of David Pugh (or David ap Pugh). The connection must be on the famous 
Vaughn or Price lineages. Continued research should concentrate on pursuing three different 
courses. First, more should be done tracing the cousins of the Price brothers. Not all probate 
records for Price uncles or cousins have been gathered yet, and the Vaughan line is fairly 
untouched. It is known Rowland Vaughan had three daughters who might have married. 
Second, a search should be made through the yearly abstracts of Welsh wills for the farms and 
lands that had formed the estate of David Pugh. Because he was a gentleman, he either pur-
chased them or inherited them from another gentleman. This should be traceable. Third, wills 
can be searched for earlier men who lived in Llangelynnin, particularly those named Hugh. It 
may be that David’s father or mother left a will that names him and the lands. Other relatives 
might also be named. There is a great deal to do. 

31  “Entry for Rowland Vaughan of Caer-gai, Merioneth,” Dictionary of Welsh Biography (Online: 
The National Library of Wales, 2009), <http://yba.llgc.org.uk>, accessed January 2009. Document 24. 

32  J. Y. W. Lloyd, The History of…Powys Fadog… (London: Whiting & Co., 1887), p. 116, FHL Book 
942.9 D2l, v. 6. Document 25. 
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David ap Pugh, the father of the immigrant ancestor Lewis Pugh, used a patronymic. This 
indicates that he or his father (or grandfather) was son of a man named Hugh (Huw). 

The use of patronymics was still fluid in Wales at that period, so a man named Thomas, son of 
John ap Richard might be known as Thomas ap John Richard (to distinguish him from other 
men named Thomas who had fathers named John), or Thomas Pritchard (i. e., ap Richard) or 
Thomas Jones, etc. Therefore, at the outset of research, it was not certain whether David’s fa-
ther was named Hugh, or perhaps grandson of a man named Hugh. But, since the Welsh “ap” 
was used in his name (‘son of ’), it would normally indicate he was not son of another Pugh 
(e.g., son of Lewis Pugh or William Pugh), but son or grandson of a man named Hugh. 

The lands that David ap Pugh owned will be the key toward unlocking his ancestry. 
An income of £25-40 a year was substantial for this time period. In addition, the fact that he 
was related to the leading families of Merioneth, indicate that he came from a similar social 
status. Since David ap Pugh was called ‘cousin’ by both Thomas Price and his brother Ed-
ward Price, and since Edward specifically made arrangements for David ap Pugh’s children in 
his will, it would be likely that David was related to one of their parents – although it could 
be through Mary Vaughan (Thomas and Edward’s mother) as easily as through their father 
Peter Price, son of Captain Thomas Price (Prys) by his wife Jane Wynne (a leading family of 
Denbighshire). 

Nothing in what has been gathered to date states that David ap Pugh purchased his 
lands; however, this remains a possibility. If he were the eldest son and heir of his father, it 
would be expected that he inherited the property from his father before him. If he were a 
younger son, then he might have been provided for with a maternal inheritance (lands that 
had come to his parents as dowry or inheritance with his mother), or he might have been 
given enough money to purchase lands that would support him in the style his family was 
accustomed. 
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(Tal-y-bont, which in Welsh means the end or head of the bridge). The parish included five 
townships, Cregennen, Tre’r morfa, Llwyngwril, Bodgodfan and Llanfendigaid.3  The land 
David ap Pugh had appears to have been mainly in the northeast portion of the parish in the 
townships of Cregennen and Tre-r Morfa. 

The Pugh Family Church at Llangelyninin.4

The three main farm residences described in the chancery suit included Tyddyn Shef-
fray, Y Deildre and Cloddie Byrrion. But, when William Price (Edward Price’s executor) made 
his answer, he appears to have gone into some detail about the minor holdings, including 
Talgarth Ucha, Cae Gwnet Gweirglued [ed. Cae Garnedd Weirglodd?], etc., in the township of 
“Treyr Morfa,” Cregie Morwyn, etc., in Cregennen, and Frith y Deildre in a township begin-
ning with Arg, apparently in a different region. The long list of smaller holdings were probably 
closes and other small parcels of land that would now be identifiable in the detailed Ordnance 
Survey maps produced in the 19th and 20th centuries. Cloddiau Byrion was a residence that 
was not very far east of Tyddyn Sieffre (the modern spelling). Deildre might now be a pair 
of farms closer to Llanuwchllyn (that is the only Deildre found) in the parish of Dolgelly 
(Dolgellau).5  

3  Keith Williams-Jones, ed., A Calendar of the Merioneth Quarter Sessions Rolls, Volume I: 1733-
1675 (Penarlag: Merioneth County Council, 1965, FHL book #942.925 P2wj, document 5. 

4  “Llangelynin, Gwyned,” Wikipedia.org (Online: WikiMedia Foundation, 2010), <http://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Llangelynin,_Gwyned>, accessed April 2010.

5  Thomas H. Williams, A Study of the Place Names of Merioneth (Salt Lake City, Utah: Filmed by the 
Genealogical Society of Utah, 1970), FHL Microfilm 829072 Items 3-4.

Regarding possible relatives, the families his Price (Prys) cousins intermarried with are 
an indication of their status. Mary Vaughan’s father Rowland Vaughan was above the gentry 
level, an esquire who was also a famous poet. Their residence was the estate called Caergai in 
the parish of Llanuwchllyn (a double l in Welsh was pronounced something like a combina-
tion of “cl” and “fl” so surnames like Lloyd became Cloyd and Floyd in this country). Llanu-
wchllyn was just a few miles northeast of Llangelynnin, where Lewis Pugh grew up. Rowland 
Vaughan’s mother was Ellen Nanney, daughter of Hugh Nanney of Nannau, near Dollgelley 
(the parish immediately northeast of Llangelynnin).1  Both Rowland Vaughan and Hugh Nan-
ney served as High Sheriffs of Merioneth, which is evidence that they were among the small 
upper crust that were the leading families in the county. Mary’s eldest brother John Vaughan, 
born circa 1617, and he attended Hart Hall at the University of Oxford and also served as 
sheriff. John Vaughan’s wife Catherine Wynne was the daughter of William Wynne of Glyn 
(in the parish of Llanaber, just to the north of Llangelynnin), William also serving as sheriff of 
Merioneth.2  

The point about iterating the above is that the Price family was respectable enough to 
have intermarried with high gentry, so would not likely have a cousin whose family could not 
be traced, and who certainly would have left some footprint in the records. The complicat-
ing factor here is that since Lewis Pugh’s father used a patronymic, and since his sons moved 
out of the region, we cannot directly search for a pedigree by the name of the family – Pugh. 
The focus of this project therefore centered on trying to determine whether David ap Hugh 
inherited his land from parents or grandparents who left wills (or was mentioned in the wills 
of neighbors or relatives living in the same vicinity), and on the other hand by trying to trace 
out the immediate relations (other cousins) of Thomas and Edward Price, his cousins. 

One way to determine who the leading residents of the parish were at certain dates 
is to see who was taxed for the highest amounts in subsidies or tax lists. These only survive 
for certain dates when the crown was trying to raise revenue for expenses or war. The parish 
of Llangelynnin (dedicated to St. Celynnin,’ a 6th century saint), now in the modern jurisdic-
tion of Gwynedd (sometimes spelled Llangelynin to distinguish it from the other church of 
the same name in Caernarvon in North Wales), is in the commote or hundred of Talybont 

1  Thomas Nicholas, Annals and Antiquities of the Counties and County Families of Wales: 
Containing a Record of All Ranks of the Gentry, Their Lineage, Alliances, Appointments, Armorial Ensigns, and 
Residences … (Baltimore, Maryland: Genealogical Pub. Co., 1991), FHL Book 942.9 H2n. Document 4. 

2  Thomas Nicholas, Annals and Antiquities of the Counties and County Families of Wales: 
Containing a Record of All Ranks of the Gentry, Their Lineage, Alliances, Appointments, Armorial Ensigns, and 
Residences … (Baltimore, Maryland: Genealogical Pub. Co., 1991), FHL Book 942.9 H2n. Document 4. 
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This area is immediately south of the River Mawddach surrounded by Snowdonia National 
Park. The residence was therefore in mountainous terrain close to salt marshes and a major 
estuary and river. 

Track near Tyddyn Sieffre, the Mawddach Estuary glimpsed behind.8

There is one farm named Cloddiau found in the Ordnance Survey Maps, but that is 
situated just west of Bala and north of Llanuwchllyn (closer to the farms named Deildre):    

8  “SH6213: Track near Tyddyn Sieffre,” Geograph Britain and Ireland (Online: Ordnance Survey, 
2010), <http://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/877280>, accessed April 2010.

Remember that Lewis Pugh resided for a time at Dolgelly when engaged in the 
lawsuits for recovery of his inheritance. Tyddyn Sieffre, Y Deildre and Cloddie Byrrion do 
not appear to be contiguous, but in separate areas with right to other parcels of lands typi-
cally attached to chief residences in that period such as various crofts, commons and woods 
(“coed,” in Welsh). The frequent mention of the Welsh word Ffrith in the description of some 
of his lands would seem to indicate lower areas that had been marshy, rather than wooded 
hilly country, so he had a mix of holdings. The fact that each of the three places was described 
separately would go with this conclusion that they were not contiguous holdings. 

Tyddyn Sieffre, Near Morfa Station, East of Fairbourne.6

Tyddyn Sieffre, in the township of Tre’r morfa, appears to have been David ap Pugh’s 
chief residence before the family was ejected by their cousin Thomas Price, barrister. The resi-
dence is now just south of the A493 in a woody area where there are still now large houses.7  

6  “Tyddyn Sieffre,” Ordnance Survey (Online: Crown, 2010), <http://leisure.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/
getamap>, accessed April 2010.

7  “Waverley Road, Arthog, Gqynedd LL38 2, UK,” Google Maps (Online: Google, 2010), <http://
maps.google.com>, accessed April 2010.
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Cloddiau farm entrance.10

During research, a transcript of the 1666 Hearth Tax of Merioneth was located.11  
Although it pertains to the tax granted in 1662, the date of the document is actually about 
1666 according to The National Archives (thus references others have made to the date 1662 
appear to be a simple mistake). There were thirteen houses or residences in Tre’r Morfa Town-
ship with a total of twenty-one hearths taxed. The vast majority of houses had one hearth (or 
chimney at the end of the building), usually the fireplace in which the cooking was done—the 
heart of the home. Two houses in the township had two hearths, and two had three hearths. 
By the time one worked up to three hearths the house was a substantial residence, respectable 
enough for a country gentleman. 

In this 1666 tax list David Pugh and Mr. John Lloyd had the two residences in Tre’r 
Morfa with three hearths.12 Anthony Thomas, in the neighboring township of Llangussil, had 
a mansion known as Henre with five hearths. He was an esquire. John Nanney, esquire, was 
taxed a few pages away, also with five hearths (Llanfendigaid?), and Lewis Lloyd, esquire, had 
a stately mansion with twelve hearths known as Rhiwaedog).  Lloyd was twice High Sheriff of 
Merioneth, so he and Nanney were of the social strata just above the level of gentleman, where 

10  “SJ2008: Cloddiau Farm Entrance,” Geograph Britain and Ireland (Online: Ordnance Survey, 
2010), <http://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/877280>, accessed April 2010.

11  Lay Subsidy Rolls for Merionethshire, 16Th-17th Century, Lay Subsidy Rolls for Merionethshire, 
16Th-17th Century (Aberystwyth: Reproduction Systems, 1970), FHL Microfilm 827865 Item 3. Document 8.

12  Lay Subsidy Rolls for Merionethshire, 16Th-17th Century, Lay Subsidy Rolls for Merionethshire, 
16Th-17th Century (Aberystwyth: Reproduction Systems, 1970), FHL Microfilm 827865 Item 3.

Cloddiau farm, just west of Bala (possibly Cloddiau Byrrion)9

It is not known how old the present farm house is. The present owners might be con-
tacted to see if they can confirm that it had been known by the name of Cloddiau Byrrion in 
times past. There may have been more than one farm named Cloddiau. 

9  “Cloddiau Farm,” Ordnance Survey (Online: Crown, 2010), <http://leisure.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/ 
getamap>, accessed April 2010.
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[sic] stated he was a gentleman. John Ellis, Lewis ap Howell and William Prees were the ap-
praisers of his estate on 24 February 1672/3, meaning David ap Hugh died during the week 
between 16 February and 24 February. He had two bullocks aged two years, one milk cow, one 
horse, six goats, two pewter flagons, two salt sellers, five pewter dishes and a dozen spoons, 
two great pans and two small pans, five chests and one great chest, two chairs, two brewing 
vessels, one hogshead and one tub, one iron bar, one plow shear and farming implements, rye, 
barley, three barrels, seven sheets, eight blankets, two rugs and two coverlets, one feather bed 
and four bolsters, wool and yarn, three books, one bakestone, one brandiron, one gridiron, 
wooden dishes and [wooden] vessels and other utensils, and two brass pots. The sum total 
was £13.1.6.17  As there was only one bed in a house with three hearths, this elderly gentleman 
appears to have disposed of some of his possessions well before his death and kept what he 
needed to function. 

Signatures of the testator David ap Hugh (left),  
and Lewis Pugh’s father David Pugh (right)18

This indicates that David ap Hugh, who was in possession of Tyddyn Sieffre by 1666, 
had a married grandson named David ap Pugh who signed with a well educated hand as “Da-
vid Pugh.”  No land was mentioned in the will, so it would have descended by primogenitor 
to his grandson David Pugh (whose father was already dead by 1673). It would seem almost 
certain that this David Pugh is the client’s ancestor. His uncle Lewis David, the executor of the 
elder David ap Hugh, died two decades after his father. 

The will of Lewis David of Tre yr Morva [sic] was dated 3 February 1692/3. First, he 
made his loving wife Lewcie David sole executrix. He gave his only daughter, the wife of Rob-
ert Rees, five shillings. He also gave his eldest son David Lewis five shillings. “I do leave upon 

17  “Wills: Probate Index, 1694-1735,” National Library of Wales (Online: Llyfrgell Genedlaethol 
Cymru The National Library of Wales, 2008), Bangor Probate Records, 1576-1858, David ap Hugh 
of Tre’r morfa, Llangelynnin, Merioneth, Gentleman, Will, 1672, <http://cat.llgc.org.uk/cgi-bin/gw/
chameleon?skin=profeb&lng=en>, accessed April 2010.  

18  The two curlicues above David Pugh’s name are quite distinctive and not typical of the average 
signature. 

the David Pugh found in the hearth tax was situated.13  But this David ap Hugh died well 
before Lewis Pugh’s father did. 

The will of David ap Hugh of Tre’r Morfa was dated 16 February 1672/3.14 He was sick 
in body, leaving his burial to the discretion of his executor. He gave his attorney, Evan Row-
land, three shillings and something illegible. The testator owed Mr. Evan Vaughan 40 shillings, 
he was also indebted to:  Elizabeth Edward for 4 shillings; to Hugh Vaughan for 18 pence; to 
“my daughter Elyn” for £5; to Catherine Jon Lewis 10 shillings; to Hugh ap Lewis 4 shillings 6 
pence; to Elizabeth Edward [sic] 7 shillings; to Robert Morgan for 30 shillings; and indebted 
to Mr. John Farakerley15 for 4 shillings. The testator then listed the debts owing to him. This 
included:  Mr. Robert Lloyd of Llansannan, Denbighshire (£32 due by bond and charges and 
rents); his grandchild David ap Hugh was indebted to him for £4.19.0; Mr. Robert Vaughan 
was indebted to him for £3.5.0; the testator’s grandson Thomas Morgan owed him 5 shillings; 
Edward Rees [Rhys] the attorney was indebted to him for £15 (but his charges were to be al-
lowed him out of the same sum); and Mr. John Farak[erley] was indebted to him for 7 nobles. 

The testator David ap Hugh then listed his bequests. He gave his grandchild Elyn 
Vaughan 40 shillings. He gave to his grandchildren David, Hugh, William and Humphrey 35 
shillings. He gave his son Lewis £6 plus 20 shillings more to each of his children. He gave to 
his daughter Elyn and her children £4. He gave to his daughter Catherine and her children 
40 shillings. He gave £3 to the wife and children of Lewis John Rees. David ap Hugh gave the 
relatively princely sum of £5 towards his burial.16 He gave to his grandchild David ap Hugh‘s 
eldest daughter Elyn 20 shillings. His legacies were to be paid by his executor after the debts 
owing him could be recovered (levied upon). He made his son Lewis David ap Hugh sole 
executor. The witnesses included Evan Anwyll, clerk, David Pugh (who apparently signed in 
a highly educated hand with flourishes) and John Ellis. David ap Hugh signed with an elderly, 
but also educated signature. It is difficult to see if the seal is armigerous or not. The will was 
proved 15 March 1672/3. 

Though the testator was fairly modest, the inventory of David ap Hugh “of Llanglynyn” 

13  Thomas Nicholas, Annals and Antiquities of the Counties and County Families of Wales: 
Containing a Record of All Ranks of the Gentry, Their Lineage, Alliances, Appointments, Armorial Ensigns, and 
Residences … (Baltimore, Maryland: Genealogical Pub. Co., 1991), FHL Book 942.9 H2n. Document 4. 

14  “Wills,” National Library of Wales (Online: Llyfrgell Genedlaethol Cymru The National Library 
of Wales, 2008) [Bangor Probate Records 1576-1858 WlAbNL 3650006, David ap Hugh, Will 1672, <http://hdl.
handle.net/10107/589460>, accessed April 2010. Document 3a

15  John Fazakerley, gentleman, of Brynmadryn, Llangelynnin, who left a will in 1691 and had five 
hearths in 1666. 

16  Such a large amount would indicate he was buried within the church, possibly with a monumental 
inscription that may no longer survive. 
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preceding that, as was a Richard Pugh (where Mrs. Nenney was taxed for a residence with 
seven hearths). A further study of the Hearth Tax will need to be made to determine if this 
Peter Price can be accounted for otherwise.22  If not, it may be that this Lewis David was the 
son of David ap Hugh, and had dealings with cousins named Price that later precipitated 
David Pugh becoming involved with them. This Lewis David would appear to be the father of 
the David Pugh of Cregennan who left a will in 1718, naming his lands. Here it is the lands in 
particular townships (Tre’r Morfa and Cregennan) that appear to distinguish and group these 
two men named Lewis David and David Pugh from one another, although since Lewis Pugh’s 
father had land in Cregennan as well this needs to be carefully scrutinized and more records 
checked to be certain things have been properly sorted out.

David Pugh, of Cregennan in the parish of Llangelynnin, made his will on 15 De-
cember 1718. His lands were commonly known by the names of Tyddyn y Skybor, y Gay 
Yngs Ha[tear in paper] Havod y Gasseg Bron Lettu Evan and Brauch y Goesaen in the parish 
of Llangelynnin (these were not the lands William Price detailed in his answer to the bill of 
complaint that Lewis Pugh brought against him), which he left in trust to Lewis William of 
Pwllarthoy, Merioneth, gentleman, and David Lewis of Bwlch Gwyn, Merioneth, gentleman 
for the use of his nephew Hugh Tudor the son of Tudor ap Hugh [i.e., Pugh] lawfully begotten 
on the body of Elizabeth, his wife, “my eldest sister,” in default to the use of Owen, second son 
of the said Tudor and Elizabeth, in default to the third son, then the fourth, fifth and any suc-
ceeding sons that might exist. Margaret, eldest daughter of the said Tudor ap Hugh and Eliza-
beth, Jane, the second daughter, the third, fourth, fifth, etc., daughters, in default to Margaret 
“my second sister” and the heirs of her body, and in default to Jane my youngest sister” and 
the heirs of her body. The said Lewis William and David Lewis were to pay his sister Margaret 
100 pounds, 70 pounds to his sister Jane and three pounds to the eldest son of Richard How-
ell, late of the parish of Llanelltyd and Elizabeth John his late wife, and 10 pounds to the poor 
of the parish of Llangelynnin by payments of 20 shillings a year (etc., as reported on earlier). 
The will was proved 17 August 1722. 

Relations of Thomas and Edward Price (Prys)

A concerted effort was also made to trace out the near relations of Thomas and Ed-
ward Price, the cousins of Lewis Pugh’s father. Many more things were searched than were 

22  “Wills: Probate Index, 1694-1735,” National Library of Wales (Online: Llyfrgell Genedlaethol 
Cymru The National Library of Wales, 2008), Bangor Probate Records, 1576-1858, Lewis David ap Hugh of 
Cregennan,  <http://cat.llgc.org.uk/cgi-bin/gw/chameleon?skin=profeb&lng=en>, accessed April 2010.

my sonn [sic] David Lewis of Traerdept [?] to be paid to my executor” the sum of £4 (appar-
ently meaning his son owed him £4 that was to be paid back to his widow Lucy). He likewise 
ordered his son-in-law Robert Rees of Truedept to pay his executor [executrix] the sum of 
£5.15.0. William Lewis (perhaps his second son?) and Catheing [Catherine?] verch19 Evan 
were witnesses. Lewis David signed with a mark (which may simply be because he was too ill 
to sign with a full signature). The will was proved 2 May 1693 when the administration was 
granted to his relict. 

The inventory of Lewis David of Tre yr morva was dated 18 February 1692/3. He had 
eight cows, seven bullocks, nine smaller cattle, five mares and one horse, threescore sheep, one 
book, household stuff and implements, and barley, amounting to just over £51. John David, 
John ap Hugh, John Ellis and William Lewis appraised the estate.20  It is expected that this 
Lewis David was son of David ap Hugh but more analysis will need to be conducted to be 
certain it is not actually the following testator who was second son of the 1673 testators David 
ap Hugh. 

There was another Lewis David in the neighboring township. The will of Lewis David 
ap Hugh of the township of Cregennan, Llangelynnin, was dated 14 March 1677/8. He desired 
to be buried in the parish church of Llangelynnin. As was the custom of that parish, he then 
listed debts he owed, including one man named Thomas Price (but the details of that debt 
are hidden in a crease in the document—the Thomas Price who became the barrister would 
likely have already been attending school far away, so would not be this man, unless he had 
prevailed on a relative for costs his father would not pay for). The testator mentioned that 
his eldest son David ap Hugh was indebted to him for £3. Peter Price was indebted to him for 
the sum of ten shillings. Though the names Thomas Price and Peter Price appear among the 
debts, it would seem strange that a man of the stature of Peter Price of Cynllwyd in the parish 
of Llanuwchllyn (who had the money to send three sons of university and in Inns of Court) 
would be this man. 

The 1666 Hearth Tax of Creganon [Creggenen] Township (listed immediately preced-
ing Tre’r Morfa Township) included Lewis David Pugh [sic] at two hearths (Robert Owen, 
the rector, also lived in that township).21  A William David Pugh was taxed in the township 

19  The Welsh term ‘verch’ or ‘fyrch’ means ‘daughter of,’ as ‘ap’ means ‘son of.’
20  “Wills: Probate Index, 1694-1735,” National Library of Wales (Online: Llyfrgell Genedlaethol 

Cymru The National Library of Wales, 2008), 1693, Consistory Court of Bangor, Will of Lewis David of Tre yr 
Morva, Llangelynnin, Merioneth, <http://cat.llgc.org.uk/cgi-bin/gw/chameleon?skin=profeb&lng=en>, accessed 
April 2010.

21  Lay Subsidy Rolls for Merionethshire, 16Th-17th Century, Lay Subsidy Rolls for Merionethshire, 
16Th-17th Century (Aberystwyth: Reproduction Systems, 1970), FHL Microfilm 827865 Item 3. Document 8. 
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Caernarvonshire).24  Both families belonged to ancient Welsh gentry. They had a daughter 
named Dorothy Wynne (died 29 March 1660) who married John Wynn of Melai, Llanfair 
Talhaearn, Denbighshire. They were parents of Col. William Wynn (born 31 May 1611, buried 
27 October 1643), and seven other children, Robert, Ieuan, Owain, Huw, Thomas, Margred 
(born about 1622, died 16 May 1695) and Catherine Wynn (died 29 September 1704). Though 
they might have had a daughter who was David ap Pugh’s wife Elizabeth, they lived further 
afield than other relatives.25  

Robert Wynne was eldest son of Hugh Wynne and Margaret Mostyn. He married 
Catherine Griffith (of Treferthen) and was sheriff of Denbigh in 1618. He was father of Col. 
Hugh Wynne (whose son Robert was born about 1655).26  Hugh’s three daughters, Mary, 
Dorothy and Margaret, appear to be accounted for.27  It is not known yet if Robert Wynne and 
Catherine Griffith might have had more daughters. A will needs to be checked for. 

It actually seems that the most likely connection to the client’s Pugh ancestry would 
be through the family of Mary Vaughan, wife of Peter Price. She was dead by 1667 (she may 
have died shortly after her son Edward Price was born in 1663). Her father Rowland Vaughan 
was born about 1590 and died in 1667. His wife, Jane Price, was daughter and heir of Edward 
Price of Coed Prysg or Tref Brysg, in the parish of Llanuwchllyn, not far northeast of Llange-
lynnin. But as Jane had no siblings, it would not be likely that the relationship came through 
her more distant relatives. Rowland Vaughan apparently had nine children by his wife:28 

24  Jacob Youde William Lloyd, The History of the Princes, the Lords Marcher and the Ancient 
Nobility of Powys Fodog and the Ancient Lords of Arwystli, Cedewen and Meirionydd (London: T. Richards, 
1881-1887), FHL Book 942.9 D2L v. 1. Document 11. 

25  John Edwards Griffith, Pedigrees of Anglesey and Carnarvonshire Families: with Their 
Collateral Branches in Denbighshire, Merionethshire and Other Parts (Wrexham, Wales: Bridge Books, 1985), 
FHL Large Q Book 942.9 D2jgr. Document 22. 

26  “Colonel Hugh Wynne,” Transactions of the Caernarvon Historical Society, 19 (N.p.: 
Caernarvonshire Historical Society, 1958), FHL Book 942.92 C4ha v. 19.  Document 9. 

27  John Edwards Griffith, Pedigrees of Anglesey and Carnarvonshire Families: with Their 
Collateral Branches in Denbighshire, Merionethshire and Other Parts (Wrexham, Wales: Bridge Books, 1985), 
FHL Large Q Book 942.9 D2jgr. Document 22. 

28  John Edwards Griffith, Pedigrees of Anglesey and Carnarvonshire Families: with Their 
Collateral Branches in Denbighshire, Merionethshire and Other Parts (Wrexham, Wales: Bridge Books, 1985), 
FHL Large Q Book 942.9 D2jgr. Document 22. 

recorded in the research calendar, but the effort would have become bogged down if time 
were taken to record every small prospect followed (the time would have been consumed in 
making up the research calendar, rather than in conducting the small searches in the catalogs 
of the National Library of Wales, The National Archives, Access 2 Archives, the International 
Genealogical Index, etc.), and most of those efforts did not produce positive results, but they 
do take time. 

To summarize, a great deal has already been reported on the immediate family of Pe-
ter Price (Prys), father of Rowland, Thomas and Edward Price. David ap Pugh, Lewis’s father, 
would have belonged to the three brothers’s generation. David’s father and mother would have 
been of the generation of Peter Price and his wife Mary Vaughan. 

Peter Price was the son of Captain Thomas Price (died 1634) by his second wife Jane 
Wynne (or Wynn). Peter’s sister Dorothy Price married Hugh Hookes, of a leading gentry 
family at Conway, Denbighshire, in North Wales. Dorothy and Hugh had two daughters, 
Katherine, baptized there 26 May 1632, and Elizabeth Hookes, apparently born at the time 
her mother died (in childbirth, buried at Conway 29 May 1632), but not baptized until 17 
February 1632/3 (her mother was specifically stated to be Dorothy). Hugh Hookes survived 
until at least 1660, when he gave oath to the good service of two of his soldiers. He had mar-
ried a second time to Mary Rowlands, and apparently a third time to a wife named Margaret, 
who survived him and was his widow, when she petitioned for pay due for his service (he had 
apparently died by 1667).23  No will was found either in the Welsh probate courts or the Pre-
rogative Court of Canterbury. If David ap Pugh were married about 1670 (he had a daughter 
named Elyn born by the time his grandfather made his will on 16 February 1672/3), he would 
have been born by 1650, so not likely a son of Katherine or Elizabeth Hookes. 

Peter Price was apparently the younger (not elder) brother of William Price of Rhyd 
Llechog, who is known to have had three sons by a wife named Margaret Price of Tyfol, but 
it is not known if he had any daughters. The name William Price is very common, as is Mar-
garet Price. No will has been found for him or his wife yet which might name a son-in-law or 
married daughter. No will was found for their son Peter Price, but further searches need to be 
made, as well as for wills of William and Margaret’s sons David and John Price, as they might 
mention siblings or their spouses. 

Jane Wynne, second wife of Capt. Thomas Price, was daughter of Hugh Wynne of 
Berth-du, Denbighshire, by his wife Margaret Mostyn (who brought in marriage Bodysgallen, 

23  “The Royalist Hookes of Conway,” Transactions of the Caernarvon Historical Society, 25 (N.p.: 
Caernarvonshire Historical Society, 1964), FHL Book 942.92 C4ha, v. 25. Document 10. 
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Since David ap Pugh and his wife were likely born about 1645-50, David’s mother 
might easily be Ellen or Margaret Vaughan. It is important to note that the renowned histo-
rian Robert Vaughan of Hengwrt, in the parish of Dolgelly (Dolgellau), immediately northeast 
of Llangelynnin, was first-cousin if Rowland Vaughan. He was born about 1592 and died 16 
May1667. Robert Vaughan compiled many pedigrees of local families. One small volume he 
compiled is of special interest. It was described as, “Some pedigrees in the autograph of the anti-

quary, Robert Vaughan. They are apparently pedigrees of the owners of y Deildre, Dolrisglog, Vegle, 

Gwynfynydd, etc., in the parishes of Llangelynnin and Trawsfnydd, or their neighborhoods. These per-

sons must have been small gentry or freeholders, but this MS would be useful to any one undertaking 

the history of Merionethshire.”34  This was Hengwrt MS 537 from the Peniarth collection, but might 

now be cataloged as Peniarth MS 235 (six pages, bound with MS 233) at the National Library of Wales. 

Some of his manuscripts are available on microfilm at the Family History Library, but the details need 

to be worked out. 

Lewis Pugh listed Y Deildre among the holdings that had belonged to his father David ap 

Hugh. The pedigree drawn up by Robert Vaughan must have been compiled before his death in 1667. 

If he turned his notice to the family who owned that property, it may have been because they married 

one of his relatives. Antiquaries of his period frequently drew up pedigrees of distant relatives (per-

haps related to his cousin Rowland Vaughan). Photocopies need to be made of the original so see if it 

includes the client’s Pugh ancestry, or at least details the family of Rowland Vaughan in more detail. 

Conclusions

There are other subsidies and tax lists that can be searched for Llangelynnin.35  Now 
that the distant ancestral origins of the various families who intermarried with the Price 
(Prys) family are known, they can be traced in Peter Bartrum’s compendium of Welsh gene-
alogies. He often makes reference to manuscripts that trace the pedigrees down to the period 
we are interested in. That and a more detailed check of probate records for the Vaughan family 
(and others as mentioned in this report) may yet prove the client’s ancestry. As it is, it ap-
pears that we have discovered the grandfather of Lewis Pugh’s father David ap Pugh (who was 
namesake of his grandfather). 

The 1636 subsidy of Llanglynnyn [Llangelynnin], in the commote of Talybont in-
cluded eight men taxed for lands in the parish: Humffrey William, Owen Evan, Hugh ap John 

34  “Catalogue of Hengwrt MSS. at Peniarth,” Archaeologia Cambrensis, 4th series, 6 (April 1871):124, 
FHL Book 942.9 B2c 1879.

35  List of subsidies at tax lists for Llangelynnin that might be searched at The National Archives 
(Kew), [copy provided by agent].  See documents 7 and 18. 

i. John Vaughan, who was born about 1617, attended the University of 
Oxford29 and was buried at Llanuwchllyn 28 September 1671.30  He mar-
ried Catherine Wynne, daughter of William Wynne of Glyn, in the nearby 
parish of Llanaber, Merioneth. They were parents of a son named William 
Vaughan who succeeded at Caergai and died 13 January 1686 (having 
married Catherine Lloyd in 1676). 

ii. Rev. Edward Vaughan, born about 1618, also attended Oxford and was 
living in 1667 at his father’s death.31  He was vicar of Upchurch, Kent, 
England in 1642, but returned to Wales not long afterwards. He appears to 
have been vicar of Llanynys, Denbighshire in 1647, was rector of Llangar, 
Merionethshire in 1662, of Mallwidd, Merionethshire in 1664, and ap-
pointed Archdeacon of Cardigan in 1660.32  

iii. William Vaughan, named as one of the sons who survived his father. 
iv. Arthur Vaughan, named in the pedigrees, but was dead by 1667. This 

does not mean he died without issue, as his sister Mary Vaughan was also 
dead by 1667 but was mother of at least three sons. 

v. Gabriel Vaughan, named in the pedigrees, but predeceased his father. 
vi. Ellen Vaughan, living in 1667. 
vii. Elizabeth Vaughan, still alive in 1667, married Gruffudd ap John and 

was mother of at least two sons, Maredudd (Meredith) Jones and Rowland 
Jones.33  

viii. Margaret Vaughan, living in 1667. 
ix. Mary Vaughan, dead by 1667, the wife of Peter Price (Prys). 

29  Joseph Foster, Alumni Oxonienses: the Members of the University of Oxford, 1500-1714, Their 
Parentage, Birthplace and Year of Birth with a Record of Their Degrees: Being the Matriculation Register of 
the University … (Nendeln, Liechtenstein: Kraus Reprint, 1968), FHL Book 942.57/O1 J2ox 1500-1714 1968 v. 
3-4. Document 23. 

30  Church in Wales, Parish Church of Llanuwchllyn (Merionethshire), Llanuwchllyn Parish 
Registers (Gwernymynydd, Wales: Clwyd Family History Society, 2001), FHL Book 942.925/L5 K29L v. 1-4. 
Document 14. 

31  Joseph Foster, Alumni Oxonienses: the Members of the University of Oxford, 1500-1714, Their 
Parentage, Birthplace and Year of Birth with a Record of Their Degrees: Being the Matriculation Register of 
the University … (Nendeln, Liechtenstein: Kraus Reprint, 1968), FHL Book 942.57/O1 J2ox 1500-1714 1968 v. 
3-4. Document 23. 

32  Joseph Foster, Alumni Oxonienses: the Members of the University of Oxford, 1715-1886, Their 
Parentage, Birthplace and Year of Birth with a Record of Their Degrees: Being the Matriculation Register of 
the University … (Nendeln, Liechtenstein: Kraus Reprint, 1968), FHL Book 942.57/O1 J2ox 1715-1886 1968 v. 
3-4. Document 23. 

33  Archaeologia Cambrensis, 4th series, 10 (London: J. Parker, 377, Strand, 1879), FHL Book 942.9 
B2c 1879. Document 13. 
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ap Hugh, William ap Rhs [Rhys], Gruffith ap Meyricke, Evan Griffith, Griffith Evan, Alban 
Thomas and David ap Hugh goch.36  “Goch” was a descriptive term usually signifying someone 
with red hair. If Lewis Pugh’s father David was born about 1645-50, David ap Hugh “goch” 
would be his grandfather, the 1673 testator. It is a good thing that we did not accept the notion 
that research in Wales has already been exhaustive. There is clearly more to discover. Research 
is progressing. 

It has been noticed that small snippets of the reports sent to the client have ended up 
in articles in The National Genealogical Society Quarterly (NGSQ) written by one your rela-
tives. Could we please ask that your relatives contact us to request permission from Natalie 
Cottrill and me to write any further article on these discoveries?  NGSQ normally prefers to 
write articles that explain the process and methodology of research, so this would be most 
thoroughly done by the researchers who have labored so intensely in this effort. The research 
is not yet complete, so it is difficult to see some details picked out leaving a great deal more 
which might benefit the public. 

Paul C. Reed, FASG
Professional Genealogists

36  Howard Williams Lloyd and Thomas Allen Glenn, Lloyd Manuscripts: genealogies of the Families 
of Awbrey-Vaughan… (Lancaster, Pennsylvania: New Era Printing Company, 1912), pp. 326-327, FHL Microfilm 
828.
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Research Report
Ann, the wife of Colonial  

Virginia Immigrant, Lewis Pugh
January 2009

The purpose of this research session was to examine the parentage of Ann, wife of the 
immigrant Lewis Pugh. Some historians have suggested that Ann’s maiden name was 

Webster. However, the occurrence of the name “Willoughby” among her descendants has led 
current researchers to postulate that her maiden name could very well have been Willoughby. 
Research set out to prove or disprove either hypothesis. 

According to Ann’s own deposition in 1740, she married Lewis Pugh circa 1704. 
However, because their eldest son John Pugh was born 29 April 1704, they must have married 
the previous year.1 There is every indication that Lewis and Ann married in Virginia and that 
can be said because previous research established that their childrens’ births were recorded in 
North Farnham Parish, Richmond County. The boundary of Farnham Parish had been con-
tiguous with the boundary of Old Rappahannock County on its creation in 1656. That par-
ish was divided about 1683, divided by the Rappahannock River.2 References to Lewis Pugh’s 
neighbors indicate he lived in the vicinity of Totuskey Creek. 

The first documentary reference for Lewis Pugh was when he served as witness to the 
will of Alice Strechley of St. Mary’s White Chapel Parish on 29 August 1701.3 Alice was sick 
and weak in body at the time she made her will. She gave her daughter, Anne Fox, three silver 

1  George Harrison Sanford King, the Registers of North Farnham Parish, 1663-1814… 
(Fredericksburg, Virginia: G.H.S. King, 1966), page 152, FHL Book 975.523 K2k. Document 8. 

2  Charles Francis Cocke, Parish Lines, Diocese of Virginia (Richmond, Virginia: Virginia State 
Library, 1978), FHL Book975.5 K2cf, Document 16. 

3  Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Will Abstracts of Lancaster County, Virginia, 1690-1709 (McLean, 
Virginia: The Antient Press, 1992), pages 91-93, FHL Book 975.522 P2s, v. 2. Document 1. 
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iii. Alice, born about 1686.
iv. William, born about 1697.
v. Katherine, born 7 June 1688, died 25 September 1736; married George 

Heale.6 
vi. Joseph.
vii. Thomas.7  

John Chinn, of Lancaster County, made his will on 15 December 1691. His will was 
proved 11 May 1692. He mentioned a tract at the head of Morattico purchased of Thomas 
Madison and a tract on Powell’s Creek. He had three children by a first wife: John, Sarah 
(married Thomas Chilton) and Elizabeth (married John Trussell).8 Alice’s second husband, 
John Chinn, made his will on 6 December and died two days later on 8 December 1698 in his 
50th year.9  

It is notable that Rawleigh Chinn’s wife, Esther, was the sister of Mary Ball. Mary Ball 
was the wife of Augustine Washington and the mother of President George Washington. 
Joseph Tayloe served as a witness to the will of Esther Ball’s father, Joseph, in 1711.10  Joseph’s 
sister, Hannah Ball, married Capt. David Fox, father of the William Fox who married Ann 
Chinn (above).11  It was not until 11 July 1719 that Ann married Richard Chichester (recall 

November 2008. Document 12. 
6  Marcia Smith Clark <marciasew@msn.com>, “Smith-Clark Connections,” WorldConnect Project 

GEDCOM uploaded 2008-11-14, Rootsweb (Online: The Generations Network, Inc., 2008), subscription 
database, <http://worldconnect.rootsweb.com/>, accessed November 2008. Document 13. 

7  Marcia Smith Clark <marciasew@msn.com>, “Smith-Clark Connections,” WorldConnect Project 
GEDCOM uploaded 2008-11-14, Rootsweb (Online: The Generations Network, Inc., 2008), subscription 
database, <http://worldconnect.rootsweb.com/>, accessed November 2008. Document 9. 

8  Marcia Smith Clark <marciasew@msn.com>, “Smith-Clark Connections,” WorldConnect Project 
GEDCOM uploaded 2008-11-14, Rootsweb (Online: The Generations Network, Inc., 2008), subscription 
database, <http://worldconnect.rootsweb.com/>, accessed November 2008. Document 10. 

9  Horace Edwin Hayden, Virginia Genealogies: A Genealogy of the Glassell Family…, Also of 
the Families of Ball…and Others, of Virginia and Maryland (Baltimore, Maryland: Genealogical Publishing 
Company, 1966), pages 55-56, FHL Book 975.5 D2hv. Document 17; Marcia Smith Clark <marciasew@msn.
com>, “Smith-Clark Connections,” WorldConnect Project GEDCOM uploaded 2008-11-14, Rootsweb (Online: 
The Generations Network, Inc., 2008), subscription database, <http://worldconnect.rootsweb.com/>, accessed 
November 2008. Document 10. 

10  Horace Edwin Hayden, Virginia Genealogies: A Genealogy of the Glassell Family…, Also of 
the Families of Ball…and Others, of Virginia and Maryland (Baltimore, Maryland: Genealogical Publishing 
Company, 1966), pages 58-59, FHL Book 975.5 D2hv. Document 17. 

11  Horace Edwin Hayden, Virginia Genealogies: A Genealogy of the Glassell Family…, Also of 
the Families of Ball…and Others, of Virginia and Maryland (Baltimore, Maryland: Genealogical Publishing 
Company, 1966), pages 53 and 60, FHL Book 975.5 D2hv. 

spoons, the great tankard, one silver tumbler and all the wearing clothes she had that had 
come out of England that year from Mr. Ellis, London merchant, along with her plush saddle. 
With these items, it is clear that Alice was a member of the upper class of Virginia gentry. She 
also named the following individuals: her husband, Mr. John Stretchley; her first husband, 
Mr. John Chinn; her sister, Dorothy Durham; sister, Thomazin Marshall; cousin [niece], Mary 
Dodson; Alice’s daughter, Catherine Heale; son-in-law, Capt. William Fox; and Alice made 
her son, Rawleigh Chinn, the residuary legatee and executor. Joseph Tayloe, Lewis Pugh and 
David Smith served as witnesses and proved the will in court on 8 October 1701. 

The prominence of the widow, Alice Stretchley, is apparent in that Joseph Tayloe was 
also the clerk of the county court. Alice’s second husband, John Stretchley, had also been a 
clerk of the court. With the evidence presented in this will, it is clear that Lewis Pugh was a 
resident of Lancaster County in 1701. It as therefore important to determine if he could have 
any further connection or relationship with this group, as he married his wife Ann in the next 
year or two. It is not clear whether your immigrant ancestor could also be the Lewis “Powe” 
[Pugh] who was involved concerning a bill due to Richard Chichester on 27 August 1706.4  

If Lewis Pugh resided in Lancaster County when he married his wife Anne, we would 
expect associations he had there to lead to the identity of her parents. Since Alice Stretchley 
was a local woman of prominence, Lewis Pugh would not have served in the capacity of wit-
nessing her Last Will and Testament unless he had a close connection with her or her family. 
It would at least be expected he was a nearby neighbor. If he were a single man at the time, he 
might have simply been working for the Stretchley family. In any case, because of Lewis Pugh’s 
earliest association with this woman of worth, it was warranted to study her further.

Alice Stretchley was daughter of William Smoot and his wife Grace. She had married 
her first husband, John Chinn, by 1681. They were parents of seven children: 

i. Anne, born 5 May 1682; married William Fox, and then Richard 
Chichester. 

ii. Rawleigh, born 23 May 1684, died 1742; married Margaret Ball and Esther 
Ball, daughter of Col. Joseph Ball.5 

4  Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Lancaster County, Virginia Orders, 1701-1706 (McLean, Virginia: The 
Antient Press, 1995), page 80, FHL Book 975.522 R28v, v. 1. Document 6. 

5  Horace Edwin Hayden, Virginia Genealogies: A Genealogy of the Glassell Family…, Also of 
the Families of Ball…and Others, of Virginia and Maryland (Baltimore, Maryland: Genealogical Publishing 
Company, 1966), pages 57-58, FHL Book 975.5 D2hv. Document 17; Marcia Smith Clark <marciasew@msn.
com>, “Smith-Clark Connections,” WorldConnect Project GEDCOM uploaded 2008-11-14, Rootsweb (Online: 
The Generations Network, Inc., 2008), subscription database, <http://worldconnect.rootsweb.com/>, accessed 
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Naming Patterns among Ann (?) Pugh’s Children

Ann, the wife of Lewis Pugh, was born circa 1680 according to her own deposition 
(she declared her age was 60 years in 1740). Although Alice (Smoot)(Chinn) Stretchley had a 
daughter named Ann who was almost the same age (born 5 May 1682), both her husbands are 
known, so she could not be the wife of Lewis Pugh. Naming patterns are often very important 
indicators of ancestry in the Colonial period. Research established all the names of Lewis and 
Ann’s surviving children. The births of seven children were recorded in the North Farnham 
Parish, Richmond County, Virginia parish register:15

i. John Pugh, son of Lewis and Anne, born 29 April 1704.
ii. David Pugh, son of Lewis and Anne, born 25 December 1706.
iii. Elizabeth Pugh, daughter of Lewis and Anne, 19 March 1708.
iv. Henry Pugh, son of Lewis and Anne, born 2 March 1710. 
v. Willoughby Pugh, son of Lewis and Anne, born 3 May 1711. 
vi. Anne Pugh, daughter of Lewis and Anne, born 14 November 1715. 
vii. Lewis Pugh, son of Lewis and Ann, born 2 March 1718. 

Lewis Pugh had siblings named David and Elizabeth, so that would account for those 
names among Lewis’s children. Thus, David, Elizabeth, Anne and Lewis were names originat-
ing with the Pugh side of the family. This left the given names John, Henry, and Willoughby 
as names that might have stemmed from Anne’s family. Due to the placement of the names 
in the birth order of the children, the given named John and Henry might be very significant, 
and either of these Pugh children could very possibly have been named after their maternal 
grandfather. Both of these names, however, are clearly usual given names for the period; they 
are not unique and they are not typical surnames, either. However, the given name “Wil-
loughby” certainly is unique. It does appear as a surname in colonial Virginia. Thus, this name 
unique given became the crux of the research concerning the ancestry of Lewis’s wife, Anne. 
In 1711, it was not usual to give a child a surname as a given name unless that name was the 
name of the godparent or an ancestral surname. It seemed likely that Willoughby was a more 
significant name, than just a “godparent” for that name was passed down among the descen-
dants of almost every son of Lewis and Anne Pugh. 

Willoughby was not a surname that occurred in Wales. It was hypothesized, then, that 

15  George Harrison Sanford King, the Registers of North Farnham Parish, 1663-1814… 
(Fredericksburg, Virginia: G.H.S. King, 1966), page 152, FHL Book 975.523 K2k. Document 8. 

the 1706 bill from Lewis “Powe” [Pugh] due to Richard Chichester mentioned earlier this 
report). 

As noted in John Chinn’s will, he mentioned a tract on the head of Morattico Creek. 
Lancaster Creek was the dividing line between Richmond and Lancaster Counties. Morat-
tico Creek was actually just on the north side of the boundary in Richmond County, though 
the town of Morattico was just to the south in Lancaster County.12 Chinn’s Pond was just up 
the county boundary above Ball’s Branch and Ball’s Millpond.13 David Fox was granted 374 
acres on Morattico Creek that was later sold to John Chinn in 1662.14 These and other records 
establish that this cluster of families that Lewis Pugh was associated with in 1701 formed an 
intricate web of relationships situated on the boundary between Lancaster and Richmond 
Counties, with interests on both sides of the boundary. 

12  “Simonson, Virginia, United States 01 Jul 1989,” TerraServerUSA (Online: Microsoft Corporation, 
2005), Morattico Creek and Chinn’s Pond, <http://terraserver-usa.com>, accessed November 2008. Documents 
15a and 15d. 

13  Carolyn H. Jett, Lancaster County, Virginia: Where the River meets the Bay (Lancaster, Virginia: 
The Lancaster County History Book Committee, 2003), FHL Book975.522 H2j. Document 19;  “Simonson, 
Virginia, United States 01 Jul 1989,” TerraServerUSA (Online: Microsoft Corporation, 2005), Morattico Creek 
and Chinn’s Pond,  <http://terraserver-usa.com>, accessed November 2008. Document 15c. 

14  Genealogies of Virginia Families From the William and Mary College Quarterly Historical 
Magazine (Baltimore, Maryland: Genealogical Publishing Co., Inc., 1982), page 346, FHL Book 975.5 D2gvw, 
v. 2. Document 18; Horace Edwin Hayden, Virginia Genealogies: A Genealogy of the Glassell Family…, Also 
of the Families of Ball…and Others, of Virginia and Maryland (Baltimore, Maryland: Genealogical Publishing 
Company, 1966), pages 60 and 75, FHL Book 975.5 D2hv. Document 17. 



Pugh Family Lineage ProGenealogists – Official Ancestry.com research firm• 438 • • 439 •

born circa 1668 and married circa 1688 Capt. Samuel Travers (the son of Col. William Travers 
and his wife Rebecca).19  Samuel was justice and sheriff of Old Rappahannock County. They 
resided in Richmond County after its formation. But even in this case, Willoughby Allerton 
was a longtime resident in Westmoreland County and died there, so would not be expected to 
have been a godfather of Lewis’s wife Anne or their son Willoughby. 

Dr. Henry Willoughby

Since the children of the ancient planter Thomas Willoughby do not appear to have 
had connections to the region central to the ancestral Pugh family, research focused next on 
the family of Dr. Henry Willoughby. 

The will of Henry Willoughby, gentleman, was quite short. It was made on 28 Novem-
ber 1685 but not proved in court until 21 December 1686. He gave all his lands in Virginia to 
his daughter, Rebecca Hull, during her lifetime. After her death the lands were to remain in 
the hands of his two granddaughters, Sarah Hull and Mary Hull. Rebecca was made residuary 
legatee and executrix.20  Henry’s inventory included thirty-nine books of medicine (“phisick”), 
eighteen history books, a Bible and seventy-four book son divinity, books of law, an old table, 
an old court cupboard, four old trunks, three old chests, an old desk and box, pots, bottles and 
vials, some medical implements, some pewter (not silver) dishware, his clothing, stirrup and 
halter for a horse, and old shovel, etc.21  In other words, he was highly educated and well read, 
but had almost no worldly possessions, and certainly almost nothing comparable to other 
Virginia gentry such as Alice (Smoot)(Chinn) Sretchley. 

Henry Willoughby was baptized 14 November 1626 at Stewkley, Buckinghamshire, 
England, the son of Edward Willoughby of Soulbury, Buckinghamshire, and his wife Rebecca 
Draper. Although Henry was clearly educated, he was not found among the lists of those 
admitted to the Royal College of Physicians or the alumni of Oxford or Cambridge. He might 

(Baltimore, Maryland: Genealogical Publishing Co., Inc., 2007), pages 653-654, FHL Book975.5 H2j, v. 3. 
Document 35. 

19  Horace Edwin Hayden, Virginia Genealogies: A Genealogy of the Glassell Family…, Also of 
the Families of Ball…and Others, of Virginia and Maryland (Baltimore, Maryland: Genealogical Publishing 
Company, 1966), page 299, FHL Book 975.5 D2hv. Document 17; John Frederick Dorman, Adventurers of Purse 
and Person: Virginia, 1607-1624/5, 4th edition (Baltimore, Maryland: Genealogical Publishing Co., Inc., 2007), 
page 654, FHL Book975.5 H2j, v. 3. Document 35. 

20  Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Will Abstracts of (Old) Rappahannock County, Virginia, 1682-1687 
(Virginia?: R. & S. Sparacio, 1990; McLean, Virginia: Antient Press), page 75, FHL Book 975.534 P28sa. 
Document 36. 

21  Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Will Abstracts of (Old) Rappahannock County, Virginia, 1682-1687 
(Virginia?: R. & S. Sparacio, 1990; McLean, Virginia: Antient Press), page 75, FHL Book 975.534 P28sa. 
Document 36. 

it would be a key toward solving the identity of Anne’s maiden name. As noted in previous 
research, the only two possible origins of the surname Willoughby in that period of Colo-
nial Virginia were Dr. Henry Willoughby who died in Old Rappahannock County in 1685 
(five years after Anne was born) and among the descendants of the Ancient Planter Thomas 
Willoughby. 

Thomas Willoughby, born 1632

Thomas Willoughby’s only son, Thomas (born 25 December 1632), married a wife 
from Northumberland County by 1664.16  He is only known to have had two children: Thom-
as and Elizabeth. Thomas lived in Lower Norfolk County, in the extreme southern portion 
of Virginia and he died between 1704 and 1712. His three children have been researched and 
they also lived in Lower Norfolk County. Nothing is known of his sister, Elizabeth, but she is 
not known to have married or left issue. 

Elizabeth Willoughby married Isaac Allerton

Elizabeth Willoughby, daughter of the immigrant, married three times, but had 
children by her last husband, Isaac Allerton, the Mayflower passenger. They lived not only in 
Westmoreland and Northumberland Counties, but for many years he served as escheator of 
Old Rappahannock County before his death in 1702.17  He resided in Northumberland Coun-
ty from 1668 through 1677, and in Westmoreland County from 1680 through at least 1684. 
So, he was not in any close proximity to serve as godfather of Lewis’s wife, Anne, at her birth 
about 1680. 

Isaac Allerton and Elizabeth Willoughby had three surviving children: Willoughby Al-
lerton, Frances Allerton and Sarah Allerton. Willoughby was born circa 1664, but his first wife 
was not born until about 1677. Thus, Willoughby Allerton was single when Anne was born. 
His second wife, whom he married about 1702 (almost the same time Anne was married), 
was Sarah Taverner, widow of Rawleigh Travers (died 1701). Willoughby Allerton resided in 
Westmoreland County, and was active in civil affairs as justice, sheriff and burgess, though his 
second wife Sarah was from Richmond County.18  Willoughby’s sister, Frances Allerton was 

16  John Frederick Dorman, Adventurers of Purse and Person: Virginia, 1607-1624/5, 4th edition 
(Baltimore, Maryland: Genealogical Publishing Co., Inc., 2007), page 650, FHL Book975.5 H2j, v. 3. Document 
35. 

17  John Frederick Dorman, Adventurers of Purse and Person: Virginia, 1607-1624/5, 4th edition 
(Baltimore, Maryland: Genealogical Publishing Co., Inc., 2007), page 651, FHL Book975.5 H2j, v. 3. Document 
35. 

18  John Frederick Dorman, Adventurers of Purse and Person: Virginia, 1607-1624/5, 4th edition 
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in mind that the possibility that a sister or niece of Henry Willoughby might also have also 
migrated Virginia. 

Henry’s father, Edward Willoughby, was a resident of Buckinghamshire, England, 
when Henry was born, but had moved to Gloucestershire, settling at the hamlet of Nailsworth 
in the parish of Avening by the time he died in 1641. Edward’s estate administration was 
granted to his relict, Rebecca, on 17 May 1741.26  Research was conducted for the Willoughby 
family at Nailsworth, in Avening, Gloucestershire. 

Dr. Willoughby’s grandson had claimed his grandfather was the son of an only son, 
but that is demonstrably false since Rebecca Willoughby, widow of Edward Willoughby, 
Esquire, deceased, of Naylesworth in the parish of Avening, and Richard Willoughby, their 
youngest son, conveyed land in the city of Gloucester on 24 July 1654.27 Anne, wife of Richard 
Willoughby, left a will dated 15 April 1698, proved 17 June 1698.28 She stated that she had 
made agreement before the day of her marriage to reserve for herself the use of her goods. 
This seems to imply her husband, Richard, was still living, because a woman could not nor-
mally make a will during the lifetime of her husband unless a specific provision had been 
made or permission granted by the husband. Anne Willoughby named seven daughters Eliza-
beth Scottsford, Martha Collywood, Ann Webb, Mary Bowwyer, Margaret Corbutt, Christian 
Turtle and Alice Waite. A brief check of the parish register of Avening found the baptism of 
Susan Willoughby, daughter of Richard and Elizabeth in April 1661. Ambrose Willoughby 
“the sonne of Richard and Elizabeth Wilowby was baptized March 15” 1665/6.29  Susan might 

26  Marc Fitch, Index to Administrations in the Prerogative Court of Canterbury…1631-1648 
(London: The British Record Society, 1986), page 456, FHL Book942 B4b, v. 100. Document 26. There was 
another Edward Willoughby who died in 1641 at Westminster who should not be confused with this man. See 
Percival Boyd, Index to Burials in the London Area, 1538-1835 (London: [n.p.], 1934), FHL Book 942.1 V22b 
v. 16, Document 27; Arthur Meredyth Burke, Memorials of St. Margaret’s Church, Westminster: Burials, 1539 
to 1660 (London: Eyre & Spottiswoode, 1914), FHL Book 942.1/W1 K29m pt. 2, Document 28; and Arthur 
Meredyth Burke, Indexes to the Ancient Testamentary Records of Westminster (London: Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
1913), FHL Book942.1/W1 P2b, Document 29. His relict was named Agnes, and he had a son named Thomas. 
Marc Fitch, Index to Administrations in the Prerogative Court of Canterbury…1631-1648 (London: The British 
Record Society, 1986), page 456, FHL Book942 B4b, v. 100. Document 26.

27  “Access to Archives: Part of the UK Archives Network,” Nationalarchives.gov.uk (Online: The 
National Archives, 2008), <http://nationalarchives.gov.uk/a2a>, accessed November 2008. Document 25b. 

28  Church of England Diocese of Gloucester Consistory Court (Gloucestershire), Probate Records 
1541-1858 For Gloucester Co., England, Regd. Copy Wills, 1698-1701 (Salt Lake City, Utah: Filmed by the 
Genealogical Society of Utah, 1955), folio 26, will of Ann Willoughby, of Nailsworth, Avening, Gloucester, 1698, 
FHL Microfilm  91428. 

29  Church of England Parish Church of Avening (Gloucestershire), Parish Registers For Avening 
1557-1970, Baptisms, Marriages and Burials, 1557-1813 (Salt Lake City, Utah: Filmed by the Genealogical 
Society of Utah, 1971), FHL Microfilm  855701 Item 3.

have been educated on the continent or at Dublin. He was married to a wife named Mary by 
25 June 1661.22  Henry had a son named Henry baptized at Minsterworth, Gloucestershire, 
England on 13 April 1665, and also fathered at least one daughter, Rebecca, who immigrated 
to Virginia with him in 1675.23  It is almost ironic that Dr. Henry Willoughby should have been 
Lord Willoughby of Parham, but on the death of a distant cousin, he was accidentally skipped 
over for another distant relative. It was his grandson, also named Henry, who successfully 
laid claim to the title and inheritance. However, the title was limited to male heirs, so all have 
subsequently ignored his family and the female relations connected to him. 

Dr. Willoughby died the 26 or 28 November 1685 at his daughter’s house at Hull’s 
Creek according to letters she wrote to England.24  His son and wife never came to Virginia, 
but pursued their lives in England. Rebecca Willoughby had two husbands, but the name 
of the first is not known yet. Her second husband was Richard Hull, “of the Potomac River,” 
whose family gave their name to Hull’s Creek. Several of her letters are preserved among the 
manuscripts of the House of Lords. 

It appears that Dr. Willoughby had been indebted in England, as his grandson re-
lates that it was in 1675 that he was advised to leave Minsterworth in England and venture 
to Virginia. The man credited was George Hudson, to whom Henry Willoughby had sold his 
estate.25  That would explain his humble circumstances in Virginia. 

Because Rebecca (Willoughby) Hull had two daughters by the time Henry died in 
1685, it would be expected she married Richard Hull circa 1675-1680. However, if she had a 
daughter named Anne born about 1680, one might have expected that such a daughter would 
have been included in Henry Willoughby’s will as a residuary legatee to her mother. That said, 
sometimes a child is left out of a will on the expectation that they were already provided for by 
other means. 

Given that no likely godfather named Willoughby has been found who could be 
godfather of Willoughby Pugh, and the fact that as the given name continues among the 
descendants of his siblings, it would seem more likely the name was ancestral. It was with this 

22  George Edward Cokayne, The Complete Peerage… (London, England: The St. Catherine Press, 
1959; original published in London: St. Catherine Press, 1910) [Edited by Geoffrey H. White et al], page 715, 
FHL Book, Medieval Families Identification Unit Copy. Document 20.

23  Vere Langford Oliver, ed., Caribbeana…. (London, England: Mitchell Hughes and Clarke, 1919), 
FHL Book 972.9 D2c, v. 5. Document 22. 

24  George Edward Cokayne, The Complete Peerage… (London, England: The St. Catherine Press, 
1959; original published in London: St. Catherine Press, 1910) [Edited by Geoffrey H. White et al], page 715, 
FHL Book, Medieval Families Identification Unit Copy. Document 20.

25  Vere Langford Oliver, ed., Caribbeana…. (London, England: Mitchell Hughes and Clarke, 1919), 
FHL Book 972.9 D2c, v. 5. Document 22. 
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Webster

Various online sources have claimed that Lewis Pugh’s wife Anne was daughter of 
Henry and Charity Webster. They resided in that part of Old Rappahannock County that 
became Richmond County. Henry and Charity were definitely married by 15 January 1677-
1678, when he sold Henry Clark a cow and Charity relinquished her dower rights.36 On 2 
September 1685, Charity Webster, with the consent of her husband Henry, gave George, son 
of Ralph and Johanna Gayden a heifer. Charity signed with her mark, as did Henry in both in-
stances.37 It is certain that Charity did have a daughter named Ann who was unmarried on 11 
February 1697-1698, because Charity gave her one black cow. John Wilson, William Sisson, 
Elias Hughes and Thomas Lewis witnessed the deed.38  Neither this Henry nor his wife Charity 
left a will or probate record. Since it is apparent that they had a large family, the cow may have 
been the only thing their daughter, Ann, would have been given towards her dower. It also 
seems that this Webster family was not literate. Both of these socio-economic factors argue 
against this Ann being becoming the wife of Lewis Pugh circa 1703. 

Only the birth of one of Henry and Charity Webster’s children was recorded in North 
Farnham Parish Register: Aaron Webster, born on 7 April 1687.39 Aaron was married (wife 
Elizabeth) by 19 February 1711, when his daughter Winnefred was born [baptized?]. Win-
nefred, daughter of Henry [Jr.] and Elizabeth Webster bas born [baptized] on the same day.40 
It is not clear whether this might be an error or if brothers with wives of the same given name 
had daughters of the same name baptized on the same day. If the register was actually record-
ing births, the odds of two girls being born on the same day would not seem so likely. Henry, 
Jr., also had children named Nathaniel, George Leasure/Leazur and Judith. Aaron also had 
children named Nathaniel, George, and Elizabeth. Moses Webster had a son named Henry 
born 25 October 1716. Morris and Leah Webster had a son named Morris born 29 December 

Genealogical Publishing Co., Inc., 1985), FHL Book975.5 P22t. Document 37. 
36  Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Deed & Will Abstracts of (Old) Rappahannock County, Virginia (1677-

1682) (Part I) (McLean, Virginia: R. & S. Sparacio, 1989-1990; McLean, Virginia: Antient Press), page 85, FHL 
Book 975.534 R2s, v. 2. Document 46. 

37  Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Deed Abstracts of (Old) Rappahannock County, Virginia, 1682-1686 
(McLean, Virginia: R. & S. Sparacio, 1989-1990; McLean, Virginia: Antient Press), page 94, FHL Book 975.534 
R2sa, v. 8. Document 45. 

38  Deed Abstracts of Richmond County, Virginia, 1695-1701 (McLean, Virginia: The Antient Press, 
1991-1996), page 77, FHL Book 975.523 R2s, v. 2. Document 63. 

39  George Harrison Sanford King, the Registers of North Farnham Parish, 1663-1814… 
(Fredericksburg, Virginia: G.H.S. King, 1966), page 196, FHL Book 975.523 K2k. Document 8. 

40  George Harrison Sanford King, the Registers of North Farnham Parish, 1663-1814… 
(Fredericksburg, Virginia: G.H.S. King, 1966), page 196, FHL Book 975.523 K2k. Document 8. 

be the Susannah Willoughby married to Giles Cordell at Avening 31 July 1687.30  
It appears that Dr. Henry Willoughby also had at least one sister, Sarah Willoughby, 

who married John Waldern, gentleman, at Avening 29 April 1653. It is not certain whether the 
Rebekah Willoughby who married Henry Birk at Avening 16 June 1656 was another sister or 
possible the widowed mother.31  It was not possible to check all of these couples to determine 
if any emigrated to the Northern Neck of Virginia in the remaining time of this project as the 
claim that Lewis’s wife Anne was daughter of Henry and Charity Webster still needed to be 
examined. 

Rebecca Willoughby married Richard Hull of Hull’s Creek, Northumberland County, 
Virginia circa 1675-1680. Although they had daughters named Sarah and Mary, there is 
no evidence that they also had a daughter named Anne. That said, it is not yet known who 
Rebecca’s first husband might have been or if she had any children by him. Richard Hull left 
a will in Northumberland County, but it was proved during a period where there is a gap 
in the record book. His daughter, Sarah, is said to have married first, Capt. Henry Brereton, 
son of Thomas and Grace Brereton of Northumberland County, and second, Maj. William 
Woodbridge (born 14 July 1668, North Farnham Parish), son of Paul Woodbridge and Bridget 
FitzHerbert. Nothing further is known of Mary Hull yet. It wouldn’t normally be thought that 
a daughter might go by a double name such as Mary Ann, but there is definitely an instance of 
a Mary Ann Webster who was old enough to serve as a witness in 1734.32

It is clear that Richard Hull also left a minor son named Richard, and the distinct 
possibility that he was also a son of Rebecca Willoughby, but not mentioned in the will of 
Dr. Henry Willoughby because he would be the male heir of his father. He was still a minor 
in 1696, so he was born after 1675.33  The deceased Richard Hull and his son and heir Rich-
ard also had interests in Richmond County, since the younger Richard Hull’s guardians from 
Northumberland County (Mr. Peter Presley and Capt. Peter Hack) were suing on his behalf in 
Richmond County in 1696.34  This Richard died in Northumberland County in 1719, but he 
unfortunately died intestate (no will mentioning any sisters or cousins).35

30  W. P. W. Phillimore, Gloucestershire Parish Registers. Marriages (London: Phillimore & Co., 
1905), FHL Book 942.41 K29g, v. 10. Document 24. 

31  W. P. W. Phillimore, Gloucestershire Parish Registers. Marriages (London: Phillimore & Co., 
1905), FHL Book 942.41 K29g, v. 10. 

32  Robert K. Headley, Jr., Wills of Richmond County, Virginia, 1699-1800 (Baltimore, Maryland: 
Genealogical Publishing Co., Inc., 1983), page 72, FHL Book975.523 P2h. Document 69. 

33  Charles and Virginia Hamrick, Northumberland County, Virginia Court Order Book, 1678-1699, 
Part Two (1687-1699) (Athens, Georgia: New Papyrus Publishing Co., 2004), FHL Book975.521 P2hc, v. 1. 
Document 72. 

34  Ruth & Sam Sparacio, Order Book Abstracts of Richmond County, Virginia, 1694-1697 (Virginia?: 
R. & S. Sparacio, 1991-; McLean, Virginia: Antient Press), FHL Book 975.523 P2sa, v. 2. Document 54. 

35  Clayton Torrence, Virginia Wills and Administrations, 1632-1800 (Baltimore, Maryland: 
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Rappahannock Creek in 1665, and so was living in the county by that time.43  Henry Web-
ster Sr. died circa 1697. His widow Charity was being sued by William Colston the following 
year.44  William Colston had married Anne Hull in 1686 and served as Clerk of Rappahan-
nock County Court, so wielded considerable influence.45  

As noted in previous research and entered into the Pugh timeline, William Barber 
sued Aaron Webster due by bill, but as he did not appear in court, Lewis Pugh was to be 
responsible for the debt as Aaron’s security on 7 July 1715 unless Aaron came before the next 
court to answer. Lewis Pugh purchased fifty acres on the head branch and branches of Totus-
key Creek that he was then residing on from John Branham 11 November 1720. That clearly 
places Lewis Pugh as a neighbor of the Websters in 1720. Richard Branham acknowledged a 
deed for land to Henry Webster, Jr., in 1705.46  Richard Branham had sold land to Henry Web-
ster which he gave to his son Thomas Webster.47

Moses Webster sold William Lewis fifty acres on Totuskey Creek 3 February 1724, 
Lewis Pugh and Thomas Nash serving as witnesses.48 On 2 June 1725, Elizabeth Webster, 
widow and administratrix of Henry Webster, deceased, sought fresh security for her husband’s 
estate. Thomas Lewis and Robert Davis were discharged as her sureties, and she enlisted Lewis 
Pugh and Thomas Webster to fill in their stead. Thomas Lewis and Robert Davis gave bond 
as Elizabeth’s sureties on 7 June 1721.49 Thomas Lewis and his family were also associated 

43  Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Deed Abstracts of (Old) Rappahannock County, Virginia (1663-1668)… 
(McLean, Virginia: R. & S. Sparacio, 1989-1990; McLean, Virginia: Antient Press), page 12, FHL Book 975.534 
R2sa, v. 3. Document 51. 

44  Ruth & Sam Sparacio, Order Book Abstracts of Richmond County, Virginia, 1697-1699 (McLean, 
Virginia, 1991), pages 44 and 48, FHL Book 975.523 P2sa, v. 3. Document 55. 

45  Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Order Book Abstracts of (Old) Rappahannock County, Virginia, 1683-
1685 (Virginia?: R. & S. Sparacio, 1990; McLean, Virginia: Antient Press), page 47, FHL Book 975.534 P28sb v. 2. 
Document 40. 

46  Ruth & Sam Sparacio, Order Book Abstracts of Richmond County, Virginia, 1704-1705 (Virginia?: 
R. & S. Sparacio, 1991-; McLean, Virginia: Antient Press), page 74, FHL Book 975.523 P2sa, v. 6. Document 58. 

47  Richmond County, Virginia, Deeds and Bonds, 1741-1750 (Miami Beach, Florida: T.L.C. [sic] 
Genealogy, 1991-), page 60, FHL Book 975.523 R2r, v. 3. Document 62; Deed Abstracts of Richmond County, 
Virginia, 1705-1708 (McLean, Virginia: The Antient Press, 1991-1996), page 16, FHL Book 975.523 R2s, v. 4. 
Document 64. 

48  Richmond County, Virginia, Deeds and Bonds, 1721-1734 (Miami Beach, Florida: T.L.C. [sic] 
Genealogy, 1991-), page 42, FHL Book 975.523 R2r, v. 1. Document 60; Deed Abstracts of Richmond County, 
Virginia, 1721-1725 (McLean, Virginia: The Antient Press, 1991-1996), page 89, FHL Book 975.523 R2s, v. 10. 
Document 66. 

49  Richmond County, Virginia, Deeds and Bonds, 1721-1734 (Miami Beach, Florida: T.L.C. [sic] 
Genealogy, 1991-), page 10, FHL Book 975.523 R2r, v. 1. Document 60; Deed Abstracts of Richmond County, 
Virginia, 1719-1721 (McLean, Virginia: The Antient Press, 1991-1996), pages 86-87, FHL Book 975.523 R2s, v. 9. 
Document 65. 

1719. The births of other Webster children were also recorded, but the names of the parents 
were not given. It appears that these Webster siblings lived on or near Totuskey Creek, a large 
creek that ran through Richmond County:41

Totuskey Creek was also the vicinity where Lewis Pugh resided after his marriage, and 
it appears that Lewis Pugh was a neighbor of these Websters. The argument for his wife being 
a Webster is one of association and naming patterns. As noted above, Lewis and Anne Pugh 
have children named John, Henry and Willoughby whose names might be representative of 
Anne’s siblings or parents, but if she were daughter of this Henry and Charity Webster, one 
would be at a loss to suggest how the given name Willoughby came into the family. Further, 
it is believed Henry and Charity had children named Sarah, Thomas, John (died 17 January 
1719), Ann, Joanna (wife of Ralph Gayden/Gayton), Henry (died 14 January 1720), Moses 
and Aaron (born 7 April 1687), with the given names Winnifred, Nathaniel and George en-
tering the next generation, but notice that none of the more unusual names such as Charity, 
Moses/Morris, Aaron or Nathaniel crop up with any frequency in the family of Lewis Pugh. 

Henry Webster Sr. was exempted from paying the levy in 1692. That was normally 
something only allowed someone either infirm or ‘ancient’ (age 60 or above). That would 
likely indicate he was born by 1632.42  He had purchased a tract of land at the head of 

41  Charles Francis Cocke, Parish Lines, Diocese of Virginia (Richmond, Virginia: Virginia State 
Library, 1978), FHL Book 975.5 K2cf. Document 16. 

42  Ruth & Sam Sparacio, Order Book Abstracts of Richmond County, Virginia, 1692-1694 (Virginia?: 
R. & S. Sparacio, 1991-; McLean, Virginia: Antient Press), page 3, FHL Book 975.523 P2sa, v. 1. Document 53. 
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with these neighbors. He was also a witness of the deed from Thomas Webster (son of the 
elder Henry) to Daniel Hornby bounded by Sisson’s Swamp near Seamond’s on 5 December 
1727 (remember that Ephraim Seamans also had fifty acres on Totusky Creek 4 June 1739).50  
Thomas Lewis, Joseph Seamans and John Seamans appraised the inventory of Henry Webster, 
Jr., by order of the court dated 7 June 1721 and recorded 5 July 1721.51

The will of Patrick Short was proved on 7 September 1726 by the oaths of Lewis Pugh 
and Elizabeth Webster. On 6 September 1727, Elizabeth Webster (widow of Henry Webster, 
Jr.) made her last will and testament. Lewis Pugh and Henry Kilborn proved her will by their 
oaths.52  Henry Kilburne, age 52, of Essex County, gave deposition in support of Anne Pugh in 
1740, as did John Clarke, age 50, of Richmond County. Although Henry Kilborn was associat-
ed with the family of Lewis and Anne Pugh, and bore the given name Henry, we do not allege 
he was Anne’s brother. Thomas Clarke of Farnham Parish, Richmond County, made his will 
on 17 December 1718. Among other bequests, he gave Lewis Pugh his large coat. Lewis Pugh 
and Thomas Lewis served as witnesses. Remember that Thomas Lewis had also served as wit-
ness to the gift of a cow from Charity Webster to her daughter Ann on 11 February 1697/8.53  

Serving as witness to deeds and acting as surety as Thomas Lewis did, and as Lewis 
Pugh did, were the sort of thing neighbors did for each other. There is no particular reason to 
believe Lewis Pugh had any closer association with the family of Henry Webster than neigh-
bor. This Webster family frequently signed my mark, and had unusual given names (Charity, 
Aaron, Moses, etc.), names which did not enter the family of Lewis Pugh. Further, we would 
be left at a loss to explain how the given name Willoughby entered Lewis’s family. In short, 
though all possible records could not be searched during this project, one can conclude that 
Lewis Pugh became a neighbor of Henry Webster’s family, but there is no good reason to be-
lieve Anne Pugh was the daughter of Charity given one cow in 1698. 

Paul C. Reed, FASG
Fellow of the American Society of Genealogists
Natalie Cottrill, editor

50  Richmond County, Virginia, Deeds and Bonds, 1721-1734 (Miami Beach, Florida: T.L.C. [sic] 
Genealogy, 1991-), page 70, FHL Book 975.523 R2r, v. 1. Document 60. 

51  Richmond County, Virginia Will Book No. 4, 1717-1725 (Miami Beach, Florida: TLC Genealogy 
[n.d.]), pages 49-50, FHL Book975.523 P28t. Document 70. 

52  Robert K. Headley, Jr., Wills of Richmond County, Virginia, 1699-1800 (Baltimore, Maryland: 
Genealogical Publishing Co., Inc., 1983), page 62, FHL Book975.523 P2h. Document 69. 

53  Deed Abstracts of Richmond County, Virginia, 1695-1701 (McLean, Virginia: The Antient Press, 
1991-1996), page 77, FHL Book 975.523 R2s, v. 2. Document 63. 
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Research Report
Ancestry of Ann, wife of  

the Immigrant, Lewis Pugh
October 2010

The purpose of this research project was to delve further into the origins of Ann, wife of 
the immigrant Lewis Pugh. Previous research had demonstrated that though he may 

have been sent to Virginia initially as a servant of gentry to establish his life in Virginia – the 
son and heir of a man who had been unscrupulously deprived of his inheritance – Lewis was 
from an educated, gentile background. It was not unusual for sons of Lewis’s background to 
serve in the households of greater gentry in England as servants. 

Naming Patterns

Lewis and his wife, Ann, married circa 1703-4, according to her 1740 court testimony,1 
which agrees with the date of birth of their eldest child. The fact that the name Willoughby 
was given to a son, and passed down consistently among descendants of several branches of 
this family,2 is a direct indication of some type of strong connection with someone else named 
Willoughby. Lewis and Ann’s sons, listed in birth order, were John, David, Henry, Willoughby, 
and Lewis Pugh. Usual naming patterns for Virginia gentry would suggest that John was 
named after his wife’s father and David was named after Lewis’s father. Certainly, the latter 
ended up being true to this pattern. 

The fact that two of the sons were named Henry and Willoughby is highly suggestive 

1  [Ruth & Sam Sparacio, Virginia County Court Records Account Book Abstracts of Richmond 
County Virginia 1724-1751 (McLean, Virginia:  Ruth & Sam Sparacio, 1980) copied from report by Jeanne 
Douglass Mead dated 11 May 2000 to V. Watson Pugh, M.D.]

2  As of this writing, at least four (4) known descendants of the immigrant Lewis Pugh had been given 
the name Willoughby.
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other neighbors in the vicinity). The area he resided at near the border between Richmond 
and Lancaster Counties was well settled by a number of prominent landowners (those with 
whom he was associated), so he likely moved to an area he could actually acquire his own 
land; an area with less competition from more wealthy householders. Lewis Pugh not only 
witnessed the will of Alice Strechley of St. Mary’s White Chapel Parish, Lancaster County on 
29 August 1709, he proved his residence in this area by his oath before the court along with 
David Smith on 8 October 1701.4  

It is likely that the record of Lewis Powe who was associated with Richard Chichester 
on 27 August 1706 does not represent the ancestral Lewis Pugh.5 This Lewis Powe was de-
scribed as a merchant at White Haven and there was a place called Whitehaven in the county 
of Cumberland, England. In Whitehaven, Cumberland County, England, there was a male 
named Lewes, son of Lewes Pow, who was baptized there 25 March 1703. Lewes Pow was fa-
ther of two other children baptized at Whitehaven, England at the same period, Jane, baptized 
11 April 1698, and Isabel, baptized on 24 April 1702.6

4  Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Will Abstracts of Lancaster County, Virginia, 1690-1709 (McLean, 
Virginia: The Antient Press, 1992), FHL Book 975.522 P2s, v. 2, pages 91-3.

5  Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Lancaster County, Virginia Orders, 1701-1706 (McLean, Virginia: The 
Antient Press, 1995), FHL Book 975.522 R28v, v. 1, page 80. 

6  The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, comp., “International Genealogical Index,” DOS 

of an important connection to Dr. Henry Willoughby of Rappahannock County. It was estab-
lished in previous research that there were few persons with the surname Willoughby in the 
Virginia colony. It is certainly theoretically possible that he served as Ann’s godparent, but one 
would not normally think that would be enough of a connection for her to later name two of 
her sons in remembrance of him unless he had given her a considerable bequest to help her in 
her life. Unfortunately, previous research established that Henry Willoughby was in no posi-
tion to do offer her a considerable bequest. So, the connection between Henry Willoughby 
and the Pugh family had to be based on some other reason.

Since Willoughby is not a surname found in Wales, where Lewis’s ancestry has already 
been traced, the obvious implication is that the name Willoughby came into the immigrant 
Pugh family from an association derived through Lewis’s wife, Ann.3  We have Ann’s own 
testimony that she was born circa 1680 and this agrees well with the date of her marriage to 
Lewis Pugh in 1703/4. It is always possible that Lewis married solely for love to a girl who 
could only bring a cow and the sweetness of her soul to the union (e.g. the previously studied 
Ann Webster). However, it would have been far more typical that Lewis Pugh would marry 
someone with a similar socio-economic background and similar education. 

In further support of the notion that Lewis’s wife was not Ann Webster, it is impor-
tant to note that none of the unusual given names in Ann Webster’s family (i.e. Aaron, Mo-
ses, Charity, etc.) passed into the immigrant’s family or descendants. The given names Lewis 
and David did not pass the other direction into the Webster family, either. Naming patterns 
in early Virginia are normally considered very important and research has shown how, thus 
far, the naming patterns in the Lewis Pugh family are keeping in line with the usual patterns. 
Lewis’s own children and grandchildren’s names show how strongly naming patterns left their 
imprint from Lewis’s ancestry, thus it makes sense that the names not derived from Lewis’s 
ancestry should offer clues to the ancestry of each of the spouses, including Ann. 

Early Residences in Virginia

Lewis Pugh most likely lived close to the border between Lancaster and Richmond 
Counties, Virginia at the time he married circa 1703/4. Lewis eventually moved further north 
in Richmond County to settle on Totuskey Creek, which is not far from the family of Henry 
and Charity Webster, and was later associated with them on a number of occasions (as were 

3  Though the surname of Lewis’s mother is not known, it seems likely that she belonged to a local 
Welsh family. However, as David Pugh signed with an educated signature, he might well have been sent to 
England for schooling, and met a wife there. This possibility has not been pursued in depth yet. 
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neighborhoods in Richmond County9 without any benchmark list becomes a far more time 
consuming methodology. But, before research delved into records of Virginia in order to 
begin this methodology, it was necessary to learn more about the family of Dr. Henry Wil-
loughby. He was studied further in order to determine if any others in his family (siblings, 
nephews, children, etc.) might also have come to Virginia resulting in the name Willoughby 
being established there. 

In the last research session, available research time was split between scrutinizing the 
Webster family in Virginia, and learning what could be initially gathered about the Willough-
by family. Research during this session allowed a much more in-depth examination of Dr. 
Henry Willoughby’s family in England. The poor condition of the original parish registers for 
Avening, Gloucestershire permitted only a cursory search during previous research.10 Unfor-
tunately, the original Avening parish register had no binding and the pages were intermixed 
and in no particular order; some were even upside down, etc. 

The Early Ancestral Willoughby Family in England 

Sir Ambrose Willoughby headed the branch of the family we are interested in. He was 
dead by 1608,11 leaving a widow named Susannah who remarried Sir Robert Lovett of Soul-
bury, Buckinghamshire.12 It was likely on that account that Sir Ambrose’s only son and heir, 
Edward Willoughby, was raised at Soulbury in the household of his mother’s second husband. 
Susannah died 2 July 1609 and was buried at Soulbury, where her surviving husband erected a 
monument to her memory.13  

9  Ruth Trickey Sparacio, Order Book Abstracts of Richmond County, Virginia (McLean, Virginia: 
Antient Press, 1991), 1702-1704, FHL Book 975.523 P2sa v. 5. Ruth Trickey Sparacio, Order Book Abstracts of 
Richmond County, Virginia (McLean, Virginia: Antient Press, 1991), 1704-1705, FHL Book 975.523 P2sa v. 6.

10  Church of England Parish Church of Avening (Gloucestershire), Parish Registers for Avening 
1557-1970, Baptisms, Marriages and Burials, 1557-1813 (Salt Lake City, Utah: Filmed by the Genealogical 
Society of Utah, 1971), FHL Microfilm 855701 Item 3. Church of England Parish Church of Avening 
(Gloucestershire), Bishop’s Transcripts for Avening 1578-1812, Baptisms, Marriages and Burials 1578-1812 
(Salt Lake City, Utah: Filmed by the Genealogical Society of Utah, 1965), FHL Microfilm 417113.

11  George Lipscomb, The History and Antiquities of the County of Buckingham (London: J. & W. 
Robins, 1847) v. 3, FHL Book Q942.575 H2li v. 3.

12  Church of England Province of Canterbury Prerogative Court, Probate Records 1383-1857, Reg. 
Will Copies of Twisse Vol. 195, 1646 Folios, 1- (Salt Lake City, Utah: Filmed by the Genealogical Society of 
Utah, 1952-1955), Will of Sir Robert Lovett, of Lipscombe, Soulbury, folio 10, FHL Microfilm 92159.

13  George Lipscomb, The History and Antiquities of the County of Buckingham (London: J. & W. 
Robins, 1847) v. 3, FHL Book Q942.575 H2li v. 3. Document 3. 

General Methodology

No direct or likely connection to the Willoughby family of Southside Virginia had 
been discovered in previous research. Even so, this possibility was reviewed again, albeit 
briefly, during this research session. This second study helped account for all the occurrences 
of the given name Willoughby documented in records of Northumberland County, Virginia.7 
Northumberland County was given some partial focus during this research session because 
it was where Dr. Henry Willoughby’s daughter Rebecca settled. The way the published birth 
records for Northumberland County were indexed made it a simple matter to check for the 
given name Willoughby occurring later in other families. But the marriage of Mary Wil-
loughby, a descendant of the immigrant Thomas Willoughby, to Rev. Moses Robertson of St. 
Stephen’s Parish, Northumberland County, and other such marriages appear to account for 
most all other occurrences.8  

The primary focus of this research session was to study all possible relationships or 
connections between Lewis Pugh and Dr. Henry Willoughby, the latter of whom was a highly 
educated man who resided in the same region that Lewis Pugh eventually settled. By modern 
peerage law, Dr. Henry Willoughby should be known as Lord Willoughby of Parham, but hav-
ing left England for Virginia because of debts, he did not inherit the lands or status to support 
such a dignity. Dr. Willoughby was the son of an esquire and a well-educated gentleman, thus 
he was of a higher or similar socio-economic status to Lewis Pugh. 

Ann (?) Pugh was born about 1680 and Dr. Henry Willoughby had immigrated to Vir-
ginia several years earlier (circa 1675). So, it seems likely that the connections between Lewis 
and Henry likely occurred somewhere in the Northern Neck of Virginia. 

It is tragic that the 1704 quit rents of Virginia survive for all but five counties, and 
that Lancaster and Richmond Counties, Virginia represent two of the five that are lost. The 
1704 quit rent represents a census of landowners, roughly grouped by the region they re-
sided. It would have been extraordinarily helpful to have this record source because it would 
have helped determine the names of the landowning class in the immediate region where 
Lewis Pugh married, especially in Richmond County. Lacking this 1704 resource, the best 
benchmarks to study for Lancaster County, Virginia are the lists of tithables. Reconstructing 

version 4.02, FamilySearch (FHL Computer Database: Intellectual Reserve, Inc., 2000), accessed May 2010.
7  Gail M. Walczyk, Northumberland County, Virginia Church Records of Births and Deaths 1650-

1810 (Coram, New York: Peter’s Row, 2001), FHL Book 975.521 K2w. Document 36; John Frederick Dorman, 
Adventurers of Purse and Person, Virginia, 1607-1624/5, 4th edition (Baltimore, Maryland: Genealogical Pub. 
Co., 2004-2007), FHL Book 975.5 H2j v. 3. Document 37. 

8  John Frederick Dorman, Adventurers of Purse and Person, Virginia, 1607-1624/5 (Baltimore, 
Maryland: Genealogical Pub. Co., 2004-2007), page 656, FHL Book 975.5 H2j v. 3. Document 37.
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tershire, on 18 July 1633. The search for his baptism (and other entries) took some time as the 
pages were completely out of order. His birth was followed by a daughter named Rebeckah 
Willoughby, who was baptized at Avening on 23 September 1635. One more child was found 
in the records. Susan Willoughby was baptized at Avening in November 1637. 

No other child of Edward Willoughby was baptized at Avening, although the family 
continued to reside at Nailsworth in that parish. It may be that the health of the father, Ed-
ward Willoughby, esquire, was failing. He eventually died in 1641, his administration being 
granted to his widow on 17 November 1641.22 In spite of having so many young children, no 
record has been found of Rebecca Draper remarrying; she was still acting as his widow on 24 
July 1654, when she joined in selling some of their property in the city of Gloucester.23 

Dr. Henry Willoughby, son of Edward Willoughby and Rebecca Draper

As noted above, Dr. Henry Willoughby was baptized on 14 and 19 November 1626. He 
likely went off outside of Buckinghamshire (perhaps to London) for his education and as his 
father’s prospective heir, he likely married about 1647-55. Unfortunately, during this period 
a great many parish registers were not maintained and updated because of the English Civil 
War and Commonwealth. He married his wife Mary by 1661. He is known to have had one 
son and at least two daughters. 

Dr. Henry Willoughby’s son and heir, Henry Willoughby, was baptized at the parish of 
Minsterworth (next to Avening) on 13 April 1665.24 He was apprenticed in London 24 August 
1680 to be trained as a cutler. He eventually became a Citizen of London and member of the 
Cutlers’ Company. He married in 1695 and died 22 October 1722. 

It is not known when Sarah and Rebecca Willoughby were born. Sarah remained with 
her mother in England and Rebecca went to Virginia with her father in 1675. It is not likely 
that Henry took a young girl with him, so Rebecca may well have been born about 1650-55. 
She had three children by her second husband Richard Hull, whom she married in Virginia, 

22  “Willoughby of Parham, Baron (E, 1547-1779)” Cracroft’s Peerage (Online:  Cracroft’s Peerage, 
2010), <http://www.cracroftspeerage.co.uk/online/content/WilloughbyP1547.htm >, accessed August 2010. 
Document 54.

23  “Gloucestershire City Deeds D3117/291-D3117/8781,” Gloucestershire Archives Part of 
the UK Archives Network, The National Archives (Online:  The National Archives, 2010), <http://www.
nationalarchives.gov.uk/A2A/records.aspx?cat=040-d3117b_1-1&cid=-1#-1>, accessed July 2010. Document 
23. 

24  The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, comp., “International Genealogical Index,” DOS 
version 4.02, FamilySearch (FHL Computer Database: Intellectual Reserve, Inc., 2000) [Henry Willoughby 
christened 13 April 1665 Minsterworth, Gloucester, England son of Henry and Mary Willoughby], accessed July 
2010.

Sir Robert Lovett served as sheriff of Buckingham in 1610,14 so Edward Willoughby 
resided in a household with the best of education in the region. A review was made of Sir 
Robert’s long will, but he made no mention of any Willoughby, which is not entirely surpris-
ing as he had a large number of children of his own.15  Edward Willoughby, son of Sir Am-
brose, came to reside in the hamlet of Lidcott, but had children baptized in the neighboring 
parishes of Stewkley and Dunton as well.16

Edward Willoughby, gentleman, married his wife Rebecca Draper at Soulbury 20 May 
1624.17 They had a final marriage settlement the following year on 5 May 1625. Their eldest 
child, named Edward after his father, was baptized at Soulbury on 3 April 1625.18 He must 
have died young because Dr. Henry Willoughby was the next son, but succeeded as heir. What 
is a bit curious is that the next two children were both baptized twice, once in the parish of 
Stewkley, and the following week in the neighboring parish of Dunton.19 The Virginia im-
migrant Henry Willoughby was baptized at Stewkley, Buckinghamshire, on 14 November, 
and then at Dunton on 19 November 1626. The next child, Sarah Willoughby, was baptized at 
Stewkley on 25 January 1628/9 and then again at Dunton on 1 February 1628/9.20 

The family relocated to Gloucestershire by 1633.21  It is likely a child was born about 
1631, but the baptism has not been located yet. Richard Willoughby, the second known 
surviving son of Edward Willoughby and Rebecca Draper, was baptized at Avening, Glouces-

14  George Lipscomb, The History and Antiquities of the County of Buckingham (London: J. & W. 
Robins, 1847) v. 3, FHL Book Q942.575 H2li v. 3. Document 3.

15  Church of England Province of Canterbury Prerogative Court, Probate Records 1383-1857, Reg. 
Will Copies of Twisse Vol. 195, 1646 Folios, 1- (Salt Lake City, Utah: Filmed by the Genealogical Society of 
Utah, 1952-1955), Will of Sir Robert Lovett, of Lipscombe, Soulbury, folio 10, FHL Microfilm 92159.

16  “England Jurisdictions 1851,” FamilySearch (Online: Intellectual Reserve, Inc., 2010), Map 
showing the parishes of Soulbury, Stewkley and Dunton, Buckinghamshire, England, <http://maps.familysearch.
org>, accessed June 2010. Document 1. 

17  The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, comp., “International Genealogical Index,” DOS 
version 4.02, FamilySearch (FHL Computer Database: Intellectual Reserve, Inc., 2000) [Edward Willeby to 
Rebecca Draper 20 May 1624 Soulbury, England], accessed May 2010.

18  The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, comp., “International Genealogical Index,” DOS 
version 4.02, FamilySearch (FHL Computer Database: Intellectual Reserve, Inc., 2000) [Edwardus Willoby 
christening 3 Apr 1625 in Soulbury, England son of Edwardi], accessed May 2010.

19  The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, comp., “International Genealogical Index,” DOS 
version 4.02, FamilySearch (FHL Computer Database: Intellectual Reserve, Inc., 2000) [Henry Willoughby born 
1625 son of Edward and Rebecca (Draper) Willoughby], accessed May 2010.

20  The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, comp., “International Genealogical Index,” DOS 
version 4.02, FamilySearch (FHL Computer Database: Intellectual Reserve, Inc., 2000) [Sarah Willoughbye 
christened 1 Feb 1628 in Dunton daughter of Edward Willoughbye], accessed May 2010.

21  Gloucester Record Office, “Access to Archives,” UK Archives Network (Online: The National 
Archives, 2010), <http://nationalarchives.gov.uk/a2a>, accessed July 2010. Document 24. 
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child was born until 1667 or later—so not married until 1687, later than 1680 when Ann was 
born. It does not appear that any of Richard’s surviving children were old enough to have 
parented a daughter by 1680. Even so, some effort was made to search for wills in case they 
mentioned relatives such as the Pugh family or others who had gone to Virginia. It is not un-
usual that such wills provide proof of connections and origins from Virginia back to England. 
It seems quite strange that no probate records were located for any of the daughters or their 
likely spouses in the Consistory Court of Gloucester. This aspect of research turned out to be 
unusually frustrating and fruitless. 

Sarah and Willoughby, daughters of Edward Willoughby and Rebecca Draper

Sarah Willoughby, Dr. Henry’s youngest sister, married John Walden, gentleman, at 
Avening 29 April 1653.28 His surname is not entirely clear from the register, and no Bishop’s 
Transcripts survive for that period. John’s surname runs into the abbreviation for gentleman 
(“gent”) and definitely begins Wald- but the next letter could conceivably be “r” or “e” and 
in either case there are more minim strokes before “gent” than just an “n” so the published 
version is clearly in error.29  Waldron would be the most likely gentry family for that general 
surname but it does not look like there is an “o” the way the entry is written. 

Dr. Henry Willoughby’s sister, Rebeckah Willoughby, married Henry Berk or Birke, 
gentleman, of the neighboring parish of Horsley, after banns were published on 27 April, 
3 May and 11 May 1656, but the marriage was not solemnized until 14 June (on the “fow-
erteenth” at Horsley) and/or 16 June 1656 (according to he Avening register).30 

The entry in the parish register of Horsley only gives their names and the dates banns 
were publically proclaimed. However, the original register at Avening specifically calls her 
“Rebeckah Willoughby of the Parish of Avening Daughter of the late Edward Willoughby 
Esqu[i]r[e],” which distinction is particularly important because it proves this marriage be-
longed to Edward’s daughter, rather than his widow Rebecca. 

It is somewhat plausible that Henry Berk was actually Birte (or sometimes Byrd), a 
family well established at Horlsey, as Edward, son of Henry Birt was born at Horsley 2 June 

28  Church of England Parish Church of Avening (Gloucestershire), Parish Registers for Avening 
1557-1970, Baptisms, Marriages and Burials, 1557-1813 (Salt Lake City, Utah: Filmed by the Genealogical 
Society of Utah, 1971), FHL Microfilm 855701 Item. Document 10. 

29  William Phillimore Watts, Gloucestershire Parish Registers, Marriages (London: [Phillimore], 
1896-1912), FHL Book 942.41 K29g v. 10. Document 7. 

30  Church of England Parish Church of Avening (Gloucestershire), Parish Registers for Avening 
1557-1970, Baptisms, Marriages and Burials, 1557-1813 (Salt Lake City, Utah: Filmed by the Genealogical 
Society of Utah, 1971), FHL Microfilm 855701 Item 3. Document 9. 

so she might also have had children by her first husband. It is likely that Sarah Willoughby 
married, but the specifics of that event have not been discovered yet. Dr. Henry Willoughby’s 
wife Mary was buried at Minsterworth 8 October 1681.25 She did not leave a will. 

Richard Willoughby, son of Edward Willoughby and Rebecca Draper

Richard Willoughby, the Virginia immigrant’s only known brother, was baptized 18 
July 1633. He married his first wife Elizabeth by 13 October 1659, when their eldest child 
Edward was baptized at Avening.26 The next child, Susan, was baptized there in April 1661 
(she married Giles Cordell or Cadle at Avening 31 July 1687). The infant Edward was buried 
at Avening 8 June 1662, so it is possible the next child was the Edward, son of Richard Wil-
loughby, baptized at Cheltenham, Gloucestershire, on 17 January 1663. The last known child 
of Richard and Elizabeth, Ambrose Willoughby (named after Richard’s grandfather), was 
baptized at Avening 15 March 1665/6. Elizabeth was buried at Avening 28 May 1666. Richard 
Willoughby married his second wife Ann sometime thereafter. 

The will of Ann Willoughby, wife of Richard, was mentioned in the last report. It is 
clear from the wording of the will that Richard was still then alive, but no probate record for 
him has been located. He left no will in Gloucestershire or the Prerogative Court of Canter-
bury. She was mother of seven daughters who survived to adulthood and married, Elizabeth 
Scottsford, Martha Collywood, Ann Webb, Mary Bowyer, Margaret Corbutt, Christian Turtle 
and Alice Waite.27  

It is not clear whether they were also Richard’s daughters, or children of Ann by a 
previous husband. Their baptisms were not found at Avening or Minchinghampton, although 
the surnames of the families the daughters married into do occur in the parish registers of 
Minchinghampton. Unfortunately, because it was a large and populous parish, the clerk did 
not take the time to record the names of the mothers of children baptized during our period 
of interest. But an analysis of chronology indicates exact identification is probably a moot 
point. Because Richard’s first wife did not die until 1666, it would not be likely that his next 

25  “Willoughby of Parham, Baron (E, 1547-1779)” Cracroft’s Peerage (Online:  Cracroft’s Peerage, 
2010), <http://www.cracroftspeerage.co.uk/online/content/WilloughbyP1547.htm >, accessed August 2010. 
Document 54.

26  The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, comp., “International Genealogical Index,” DOS 
version 4.02, FamilySearch (FHL Computer Database: Intellectual Reserve, Inc., 2000) [Edward Willowby 
christened 17 Jan 1663 Cheltenham, Gloucester, England son of Rich Willowby], accessed July 2010.

27  Church of England Diocese of Gloucester Consistory Court (Gloucestershire), Probate Records 
1541-1858, for Gloucester Co., England, Regd. Copy Wills 1698-1701 (Salt Lake City, Utah: Filmed by the 
Genealogical Society of Utah, 1955), Will of Ann Willoughby of Nailsworth, 1698, folio 26, FHL Microfilm 
91428. Document 6. 
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The estate settlement records, combined with some birth dates given in St. Stephen’s 
Parish Register, help reconstruct the details of the children of Rebecca Willoughby by her 
second husband Richard Hull. The eldest child, Sarah Hull, was born 18 December 1680 (she 
married Henry Brereton, and apparently, second, William Woodbridge). The next child, Mary 
Hull, was born 12 December 1682. These were the two children of Rebecca mentioned in Dr. 
Henry Willoughby’s will. The son, Richard Hull, was not born until 14 April 1685. There is 
no birth record for the last daughter, Rebecca Hull, but she sued her brother with her hus-
band Thomas Suggett (who was a resident of Richmond County). After the death of Thomas 
Suggett, this Rebecca Hull married Isaac Webb, of Essex County, and had children by both 
husbands.32  

Henry Willoughby made his will on 28 November 1685 (it was proved in court 21 De-
cember 1686), so Richard Hull was already born seven months before it was written, but not 
mentioned. Since Rebecca’s first child to Richard Hull was born in December 1680, she may 
have married him about 1679-80. She immigrated to Virginia with her father about 1675, so 
might well have married in Virginia after her arrival and had a child born about 1678-9. 

Since Dr. Henry Willoughby did not mention his daughter Rebecca’s son Richard – 
most likely because he would have been provided for by the laws of inheritance – one could 
argue that Rebecca very well could have had a daughter named Ann born to her and her first 
husband circa 1679, but that she was not mentioned by Dr. Willoughby because she was the 
only child of the first husband and would be heir to whatever estate he had. Record books of 
Rappahannock and surrounding counties need to be scrutinized between 1675 and 1680 to see if 
there is record of a man dying who left a widow named Rebecca at that period. 

Alice Stretchley of Lancaster County, Virginia

It is extraordinarily fortunate that the Lancaster County, Virginia Court regularly re-
corded lists of the tithables who were required to pay a share of the county levy. The drawback 
to this resource is that males serving in another’s household were listed at their tithes, and 
individual names were not listed during this period; only the person responsible for payment 
was named. Mrs. Alice Stretchley had seven tithables in the list for inhabitants of St. Mary’s 

32  Ruth Trickey Sparacio, Order Book Abstracts of Richmond County, Virginia (McLean, Virginia: 
Antient Press, 1998), 1721-1722, FHL Book 975.523 P2sa v. 20. Document 46;  Ruth Trickey Sparacio, Deed 
Abstracts of Richmond County, Virginia (McLean, Virginia: Antient Press, 1991-1996), 1714-1715, FHL Book 
975.523 R2s v. 7. Document 45; George Harrison Sanford King, Marriages of Richmond County, Virginia, 
1668-1833 (Easley, South Carolina: Southern Historical Press, 1986) [Original published: [Fredericksburg, 
Va.]: G.H.S. King, 1964], FHL Book 975.523 V2ki. Document 47; and John Frederick Dorman, Essex County, 
Virginia Records, 1722-1730 (Washington, D.C.: by the author, 1961), FHL Book 975.534 P28d. Document 44.

1657, but no children of Henry Birk or Berke were baptized there. The 1641 Protestation 
Returns are lost for Gloucestershire, and the surviving copy of the hearth tax for this region 
in the 1660s only survives in fragments (the top right corner of some pages). Since Sarah 
was married in 1653 and Rebeckah was married in 1656, either one of them might have had 
a child born about 1657 who was married by 1679 and gave birth to a daughter named Ann 
about 1680. 

During research, all possible spelling variations of Waldron were checked during re-
search in Virginia, as was the case with the Berk(e), Birk(e) or Burk(e) family. Although time 
was not taken to show this in the research calendar, both surnames were checked in every 
source searched in Virginia during this project. Since immediate searches were in Northum-
berland and Lancaster Counties, Virginia, time did not permit all of the record books for Rap-
pahannock County to be rechecked. 

Rebecca (Willoughby) Hull, daughter of Dr. Henry Willoughby

It is not certain whether Dr. Henry Willoughby’s daughter Rebecca married her first 
husband in England or Virginia. She accompanied her father to Virginia in 1675. Her only 
son by her second husband, Richard Hull, was born after 1675 because he was still a minor 
in 1696 after his father’s death. The daughters Sarah and Mary were born by 1685, when Dr. 
Henry Willoughby made his will. An in-depth analysis was made of this Hull family, and 
eventually a dated account was also located which agrees with original documents. 

John Hull was the immigrant, patenting land in Northumberland County in consid-
eration of paying for his own transportation (twice), that of his wife Sarah and for Charles 
Parker.31  He had many other grants, including 5,000 acres in Rappahannock County, but the 
family made their residence on Hull Creek. He died testate in 1668 leaving a widow named 
Ann and five children, Maryann [sic], Ann (married Richard Smith in 1669), Thomas (died 
1667-8), Richard (his father’s eldest surviving son) and John. Although John Hull had a wife 
named Ann, she was too old to be a young widow who then married Lewis Pugh. 

Richard Hull was well established for years before he married Rebecca Willoughby. He 
died leaving a will dated 11 October 1693 but it was not probated. Peter Presley, Peter Hack, 
and Charles Harris were named his executors and his son and heir Richard was still a minor. 
The daughters sued their brother for their portion of the estate as declared in the will after he 
finally attained majority.

31  “Northumberland County and Some of its Families,” William and Mary College Quarterly 
(Richmond, [Virginia]: Whittet & Shepperson, 1914-1915), FHL Book 973 H25w v. 23 1914-1915. Document 
48. 
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to establish the parentage of the wives of colonial Virginia immigrants, even those who were 
wives of leading residents with greater worldly goods. 

As noted before, a time did not permit a search of the published records of Rappa-
hannock County for John Walden (or Waldron) or Henry Berke (or Birk), so it cannot be 
automatically assumed they did not come to Virginia, or that they left a daughter named Ann 
born about 1679-80, as that has not yet been disproved, but again, all references to Willough-
by and Pugh have been checked, so direct evidence would likely be lacking in any case. It is 
been frustrating that results are not clearer, but the best effort was made to resolve all remain-
ing issues. 

Paul C. Reed, FUGA
Professional Genealogist

White Chapel in 1700, but Lewis Pugh was not listed separately. The logical conclusion is that 
he was her servant, and that she was paid his due on account of that. It would also explain 
why he witnessed her will, and it would explain why he was not listed separately as a tithable 
living near her in the same parish or county. 

Alice Stretchley of St. Mary’s White Chapel Parish, Lancaster County made her will on 
29 August 1701. She was successively wife of John Chinn and John Stretchley. She also men-
tioned her sisters Dorothy Durham and Thomazin Marshall, niece Mary Dodson, daughter 
Catherine Heale (wife of George Heale), son Rawleigh Chinn (married two daughters of Col. 
John Ball) and son-in-law Capt. William Fox. 

In 1700, George Heale had twenty-one tithables, William Fox had fourteen, indicat-
ing these were the leading citizens in the parish.33  Rawleigh Chinn had twelve tithables in 
1702.34  Alice Stretchley had six tithables in November 1699.35  It is worth noting that David 
Smith, the other witness to Alice’s will, is likewise missing from the tithable lists in these years, 
as was Lewis Pugh. Since he was not a neighbor in these records, either, this adds credence to 
the conclusion that they served her at the time of her death, accounting for their presence and 
why they would be chosen to present the will in court after her death. 

The tithable lists of Lancaster County, Virginia were copied from just before 1680, 
when Ann was born, through 1705 (by which time Ann was married) for reference. If she 
were born in Lancaster County, it is likely that her father would be listed among those tith-
ables. No tithable lists for Richmond County survive for this period. It would appear that 
Lewis Pugh married after he fulfilled whatever the terms of his service were. He may well 
have been a paid man, rather than an indentured servant, but the fact that he did not occur in 
later tithable lists in Lancaster County indicate he settled in Richmond County by the time he 
married. 

Summary

All references for Pugh and Willoughby have now been exhausted for the counties of 
immediate concern in the Northern Neck; it is not likely that direct evidence of a relation-
ship will be found in surviving records. This is, unfortunately, frequently the case when trying 

33  Ruth Trickey Sparacio, Order Book Abstracts of Lancaster County, Virginia (McLean, Virginia: R. 
& S. Sparacio, Antient Press, 1993-1998), 1699-1701, page 84, FHL Book 975.522 P2sp v. 11. Document 30. 

34  Ruth Trickey Sparacio, Order Book Abstracts of Lancaster County, Virginia (McLean, Virginia: 
R. & S. Sparacio, Antient Press, 1993-1998), 1701-1703, page 61, FHL Book 975.522 P2sp v. 12. Document 29. 

35  Ruth Trickey Sparacio, Order Book Abstracts of Lancaster County, Virginia (McLean, Virginia: R. 
& S. Sparacio, Antient Press, 1993-1998), 1699-1701, page 32, FHL Book 975.522 P2sp v. 11. Document 30. 
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Research Report
Analysis of Webster Family

November 2011

Research this session focused on analyzing what work was previously completed over the 
past nine sessions to determine if there were clues that may have been missed in identi-

fying interrelated families and to make sure that any clues and ideas would lead towards the 
goal of identifying the ancestry of Lewis Pugh’s wife Anne. 

Methodology

After an analysis of previous research, the best use of the remaining few hours was 
decided to be a more thorough examination of the Webster family who might have ancestral 
ties to Lewis Pugh’s wife Anne.  Kline Pugh seemed to indicate in his correspondence that he 
thought ProGenealogists gave short shrift to this possibility, although he did not make specific 
points as to why he thought this was the case. A review was made of Kline Pugh’s 1994 draft 
titled “Was Ann Pugh a Webster?” and it was fully taken into account. This review was made 
to be absolutely certain nothing had been missed so that the client had the best information 
possible on which to draw conclusions.  

Analysis and Research

One critical point that had not previously been discussed is a record that indicates 
that Henry Webster was the second husband of his wife Charity.  Henry Clark purchased a 
cow from Henry Webster and almost immediately turned around and deeded it to Charity’s 
daughter Sarah Founting.1  This would seem to indicate a direct connection between Clark 

1  Deeds and Wills, Book 6, Old Rappahannock County, Virginia, p. 29b, FHL Microfilm 33648. 
Document 2;  Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Deed & Will Abstracts of (Old) Rappahannock County, Virginia (1677-
1682) (Part I) (McLean, Virginia: The Antient Press, 1990), FHL Book 975.534 R2s, v. 2. Document 13.  



Pugh Family Lineage ProGenealogists – Official Ancestry.com research firm• 462 • • 463 •

Webster’s wife, Charity, had a daughter named Sarah who would be too old to be a married 
daughter bearing a husband’s surname.  

Henry Clark purchased a cow from Henry Webster on 15 January 1677/8 (in the pres-
ence of John Hay and Judah Stringer), and then gave it to Charity’s daughter Sarah Founting 
on 22 February 1677/8, both acts being recorded at one time on 25 March Court 1677/8.  This 
document is also valuable as it states that Thomas Webster was Henry’s eldest son (so born 
some time before 1677).  Henry Clark left a will dated 18 April 1678.  He gave his son John a 
horse, mentioned his son-in-law Francis Gore, mentioned a daughter Elizabeth, wife of Angell 
Jacobus (given 200 acres adjoining land of Mr. William Fantlery (Fountleroy), gave his said 
son John all his other land, allowing the testator’s wife Joane to dwell on his plantation for the 
term of her life, and gave her the residue of his household stuff.4  Henry and Jane Clark had a 
son named John born 13 February 1666[/7].5  (Another Henry Clark later died testate in Rich-
mond County, his will dated 29 August 1700 and proved 1 January 1700/1701.6)  It would not 
seem that Charity was Henry Clark’s daughter or he would have mentioned her in his will.  

Henry Webster’s eldest son Thomas was born by 1677.  His son Aaron Webster was 
born 7 April 1687, allowing at least a ten year spread of children, and indicating that Charity 
was not likely born before about 1642.7  Henry Webster, Sr., was exempt from taxes in 1692, so 
presumably born circa 1632 (age 60 when declared levy free).  

It has been theorized that Henry and Charity were also parents of Joanna, wife of 
Ralph Gaydon (parents of George and Ralph, Jr.).  Ralph and Joanna were married by 1679, as 
their son Ralph was born 2 October 1680 (a son George followed, on 22 December 1682, and 
a son named John was born on 14 September 1684).8  On 2 September 1685, Charity Webster, 
with the consent of her husband Henry (which was required by Virginia law), gave George, 
son of Ralph and Johanna Gayden, a heifer, and in the event of his death, it was to remain to 

4  Record Book (Wills), Old Rappahannock County, Virginia, p. 108, Will of Henry Clark, 1678, FHL 
Microfilm 1929899. Document 3.  

5  George Harrison Sanford King, the Registers of North Farnham Parish, 1663-1814… 
(Fredericksburg, Virginia: George Harrison Sanford King, 1966), FHL Book 975.523 K2k. Document 5.  

6  Robert K. Headley, Jr., Wills of Richmond County, Virginia, 1699-1800 (Baltimore: Genealogical 
Publishing Co., Inc., 1983), FHL Book 975.523 P2h, page 6. Document 4.  He left his plantation of 150 acres 
to his son Henry, mentioned his daughter Elizabeth, gave his son William all his land on the west side of his 
plantation, gave his son Alexander the upper part of the land on the north side of his plantation, and makes a 
passing reference to six younger children.  Robert Hughes served as a witness.  

7  George Harrison Sanford King, the Registers of North Farnham Parish, 1663-1814… 
(Fredericksburg, Virginia: George Harrison Sanford King, 1966), FHL Book 975.523 K2k. Document 5.

8  George Harrison Sanford King, the Registers of North Farnham Parish, 1663-1814… 
(Fredericksburg, Virginia: George Harrison Sanford King, 1966), FHL Book 975.523 K2k. Document 5.  

and Charity or her first husband (even Clark serving as godfather to the girl).  
All the records of Old Rappahannock County, Virginia were searched for any pos-

sible equivalent to the Fonnting or Founting surname, as were early records of Lancaster, 
Northumberland, and Westmorland Counties, but the only possible equivalent appears to be 
the surname Fountaine.  A John Fountaine occurs in the records of Northumberland County 
from 1663-69, but there is no evidence that he married or had a daughter named Sarah.2  
Chronology would allow him to be Charity’s first husband, but direct evidence has not yet 
been found.  In Rappahannock County, the only even remotely equivalent surname would 
be Henry Clark’s neighbor William Fountleroy.  The spelling “Fountlery” used in his Henry 
Clark’s will looks very similar to “Founting,” but the writing in the entry concerning Char-
ity’s daughter Sarah is clear.  The printed abstract cited a later microfilm transcript.  Both that 
record and the original were checked, and the surname is clearly recorded as Founting or 
Fonnting (the clerk certainly would have known the Fountleroy family as they were promi-
nent gentlemen and landholders).  

Anne Pugh was born circa 1680 and married Lewis Pugh in 1703 according to her 
own testimony (as discussed in previous research).  Lewis was from a family of Welsh gen-
try, and though without immediate inheritance, he was educated and came from respect-
able society (Dr. Henry Willoughby had also been a disinherited Brit who came to Virginia).  
Lewis Pugh witnessed the will of Alice Strechley of St. Mary’s White Chapel Parish on 29 
August 1701.  He swore oath to prove the will in Lancaster County Court on 8 October 1701, 
as reported on before.  It is not clear whether he might have moved to Rappahannock County 
between 1701 and 1703.  Records to definitively determine that point have not survived. 

Henry Webster first occurs in records of Rappahannock County on 25 Decem-
ber 1665, when he purchased fifty acres from Jesper Griffin on the head of Rappahannock 
Creek on the north side of Rappahannock River (part of 1,200 acres Griffin had patented).3  

2  Sam and Ruth Sparacio, Order Book Abstracts of Northumberland County, Virginia, 1665-1669 
(p. 415-450 of Order book 1652-1665 and p. 1-78 of Order book 1666-1678) (McLean, Virginia: The Antient 
Press, 1994), FHL Book 975.521 P28s, v. 4;  Sam and Ruth Sparacio, Deed & Will Abstracts of Northumberland 
County, Virginia, 1662-1666 (taken from Record book 1662-1666) (McLean, Virginia: The Antient Press, 1992-
2000), FHL Book 975.521 R2s, v. 4;  Sam and Ruth Sparacio, Order Book Abstracts of Northumberland County, 
Virginia, 1661-1665 (p. 278-414 of Order book 1652-1665) (McLean, Virginia: The Antient Press, 1994), FHL 
Book 975.521 P28s, v. 3.  

3  Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Deed Abstracts of (Old) Rappahannock County, Virginia (1663-1668)… 
(McLean, Virginia: The Antient Press, 1989), FHL Book 975.534 R2sa, v. 3; Document 7.  Ruth and Sam 
Sparacio, Deed Abstracts of (Old) Rappahannock County, Virginia (1668-1670)… (McLean, Virginia: The 
Antient Press, 1989), FHL Book 975.534 R2sa, v. 4; Document 8.  It is possible if not likely that Henry Webster 
was the man claimed as a headright two years earlier by John Newman, but the names of many headrights were 
never recorded in the patent books, so we cannot be certain.  
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died intestate.16  Elizabeth Webster made her will on 12 November 1725, naming her daughter 
Judith, her sons Henry and George, but not her children Winnefred or Nathaniel, who pre-
sumably died young.17  Another child, Joyce Webster, was to live with Elizabeth’s son Henry if 
she chose. The fact that Henry [III] was appointed executor showed that he was born by 1706, 
because the will was proved on 6 September 1727.18  Lewis Pugh and Henry Killborn served 
as witnesses.  Elizabeth’s parentage is not known.  Henry Webster [III] married Mary Ann 
Collins on 15 September 1730.19  

After the above analysis and accounting for those by the Webster surname, this left 
Charity Webster with a daughter named Sarah by a previous husband of a surname roughly 
equivalent to Founting (i.e., Fountaine), perhaps a second daughter named Johanna who mar-
ried Ralph Gayton,20 an eldest son named Thomas Webster, born by 1677, sons named Moses 
and Henry [II] Webster, born before 1690, and a son named Aaron Webster born 7 April 
1687.  The naming patterns for the family of Henry Webster [I] are therefore Thomas, Aaron, 
Moses and Henry.  The only given name from these four that was carried on by the children 
of Ann Pugh was Henry, but that could easily have come from another source.  Names like 
Charity, Aaron, and Moses for that period are strong indications of some fundamentalist reli-
gious leaning.  It was not common in that period and place to give sons Biblical names.  

A John Webster occurred in records of Rappahannock County, but he resided in 
what became Essex County, having purchased land from John Waters and his wife Arabella 
(Strachey, daughter of William Strachey).  John Webster married the widow of Capt. Anthony 
Smith of Christ Church Parish, Middlesex County, Virginia (by whom she was mother of 
William Smith).21  There is no reason to believe there is any connection between this John and 
Henry Webster.  They moved in different social realms and lived in different areas.  Webster 
was not a rare surname.  

At this point in the analysis all the players with the Webster surname have been 

16  Robert K. Headley, Jr., Wills of Richmond County, Virginia, 1699-1800 (Baltimore: Genealogical 
Publishing Co., Inc., 1983), FHL Book 975.523 P2h. Document 4.

17  But a Nathaniel Webster had a daughter named Ann born in 1740, so he would be the Nathaniel, 
son of Aaron Webster, born 29 November 1713.  

18  Robert K. Headley, Jr., Wills of Richmond County, Virginia, 1699-1800 (Baltimore: Genealogical 
Publishing Co., Inc., 1983), FHL Book 975.523 P2h. Document 4. 

19  George Harrison Sanford King, the Registers of North Farnham Parish, 1663-1814… 
(Fredericksburg, Virginia: George Harrison Sanford King, 1966), FHL Book 975.523 K2k. Document 5.  

20  Could Johanna have been Charity’s sister?
21  Ruth & Sam Sparacio, Record Abstracts of Essex County, Virginia, 1694-1695 (McLean, Virginia: 

The Antient Press, 1991), FHL Book 975.534 P28sp, v. 3. Document 29.  

George’s brother Ralph.  Both Henry and Charity signed with marks (Fran. Settle and James 
Tayler were witnesses).9  It would be most likely that Joanna was born by 1664.  If she were a 
daughter of Charity, it would be by the previous husband.  

Charity Webster was widowed by 11 February 1697/8, when she gave her daughter 
Ann Webster a black cow (John Wilson, William Sisson, Elias Hughes and Thomas Lewis 
were witnesses).  Charity again signed with a mark.10  

Moses Webster witnessed a deed from Richard Bramhan to Henry Webster [II] on 2 
June 1705.11  Moses had married by 1715, as his son Henry was born 25 October 1716.  Mor-
ris [Moses] son of Morris [Moses] and Leah Webster was born 29 December 1719.12  Moses 
Webster’s birth would be expected to be by at least 1690, so he was probably Charity’s son.  
Moses Webster purchased land from William Lewis on 3 February 1724/5 near the branches 
of Totoskey Creek. Thomas Nash, Thomas Nash, Jr., and Lewis Pugh served as witnesses.13  
Moses signed with a mark.  This was a deed of lease and release, and Lea Webster relinquished 
dower (indicating that the entry for Morris Webster in North Farnham Parish was clearly 
an error for Moses).  There was nothing strange in this.  One would normally assume Lewis 
Pugh was a neighbor, as it appears that the Nash family was neighbors as well.  Moses Webster 
was accused of being a ‘wicked and common profane swearer’ on 3 July 1723.14 Robert Davis 
served as his bondsman.  

Henry [II] and Elizabeth Webster were parents of Winnefred (born 19 February 1711), 
Nathaniel (born 29 November 1713), George Leasure (born 13 February 1714/15), and Ju-
dith Webster (born 12 December 1719.  Henry Webster died 14 January 1720/1.  Elizabeth 
Webster died 21 November 1726.15  Henry Webster’s inventory was dated 5 July 1721, but he 

9  Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Deed Abstracts of (Old) Rappahannock County, Virginia, 1682-1686 
(McLean, Virginia: Ruth and Sam Sparacio, 1990), FHL Book 975.534 R2sa, v. 8. Document 10.  

10  Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Deed Abstracts of Richmond County, Virginia, 1695-1701 (McLean, 
Virginia: The Antient Press, 1991), FHL Book 975.523 R2s, v. 2. Document 18.  

11  Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Deed Abstracts of Richmond County, Virginia, 1705-1708 (McLean, 
Virginia: The Antient Press, 1991), FHL Book 975.523 R2s, v. 4. Document 19.  

12  George Harrison Sanford King, the Registers of North Farnham Parish, 1663-1814… 
(Fredericksburg, Virginia: George Harrison Sanford King, 1966), FHL Book 975.523 K2k. Document 5.  

13  Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Deed Abstracts of Richmond County, Virginia, 1721-1725 (McLean, 
Virginia: The Antient Press, 1993), FHL Book 975.523 R2s, v. 10. Document 21.  

14  Peter Charles Hoffer and William B. Scott, Criminal Proceedings in Colonial Virginia: [Records 
of] Fines, Examination of Criminals, Trials of Slaves, etc., from March 1710 [1711] to [1754] [Richmond 
County, Virginia] Washington, D.C. and Athens, Georgia: The American Historical Association and The 
University of Georgia Press, 1984), FHL Book 975.523 P2c. Document 24.  

15  George Harrison Sanford King, the Registers of North Farnham Parish, 1663-1814… 
(Fredericksburg, Virginia: George Harrison Sanford King, 1966), FHL Book 975.523 K2k. Document 5.  
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Lewis Pugh and Elizabeth (Leasure?) Webster (widow of Henry Webster [II]) wit-
nessed the will of Patrick Short on14 August 1726.  He named his daughters Eleanor and 
Anne, his sons William and Patrick, and his wife Anne.  Lewis Pugh owed Patrick Short 
money, as did Thomas Bridgeford.29  Patrick and Ann Short married by 1710 because their 
daughter Eleanor was born 5 June 1711.30  As noted above, Lewis Pugh also served as a wit-
ness to Elizabeth (Leasure?) Short’s will on 12 November 1725 (with Henry Killborn).

Summary

A reanalysis and a more extensive examination of the Webster family reinforce the 
conclusions drawn with previous research.  Henry and Charity Webster both signed with 
marks.  Moses Webster signed with a mark.  This is roughly indicative of their social status.  
Henry had sons named Thomas, Henry, Moses, and Aaron.  Charity had daughters named 
Sarah, Ann, and possibly Joanna.  These names did not pass into the family of Lewis Pugh 
(other than the names Henry and Ann, which occur frequently in other unrelated families at 
that period and region).  

Thomas Lewis was directly and frequently associated with Henry Webster’s family.  
When Elizabeth, widow of Henry Webster [II] applied for administration of his estate in 1721, 
Thomas Lewis and Robert Davis served as her bondsmen.31  On 3 December 1724, Thomas 

29  Robert K. Headley, Jr., Wills of Richmond County, Virginia, 1699-1800 (Baltimore: Genealogical 
Publishing Co., Inc., 1983), FHL Book 975.523 P2h, page 56. Document 4.

30  George Harrison Sanford King, the Registers of North Farnham Parish, 1663-1814… 
(Fredericksburg, Virginia: George Harrison Sanford King, 1966), FHL Book 975.523 K2k. Document 5.  

31  Ruth & Sam Sparacio, Richmond County, Virginia, Order Book 1721-1722 (McLean, Virginia, 

accounted.  Henry Webster purchased seventy acres from Thomas Lewis on 29 June 1689.22  
The land was on the north side of ‘Totaskey’ Creek bordering land of Leonard Jones.  Thomas 
Clark, Anthony Step, and James Ellis were witnesses. Mary Lewis relinquished her dower 
right in court on 3 July 1689.  On 9 December 1689, Henry Webster made over his rights in 
this land to Thomas Lewis (witnessed by William Davis and Elias Yates).23  It seems interest-
ing that so many names of Welsh origin occur in this neighborhood (Ellis, Lewis, Davis, etc.).  
One might wonder if Lewis Pugh gravitated to this area because of that.  

The Thomas Lewis who died testate in Richmond County in 1709 gave all his land 
to his son and namesake Thomas Lewis, and mentioned his daughter Deborah, wife of John 
Pound, Jr., making them his executors.24  A Thomas and Mary Lewis had a son named Benja-
min born 10 September 1685 (presumably died young), a son named Thomas born 5 Decem-
ber 1692, and a son named William born 9 September 1695 (was he the second generation?).  
Thomas and Joyce Lewis began a family by 1713.25  

A Robert Davis, son of William and Elizabeth, was born in North Farnham Parish on 
25 March 1682, and married a wife named Susanna by 12 January 1724/5, when he fathered a 
daughter named Winnefred.26

Henry Webster [II] purchased fifty acres from Richard Bramham on 2 June 1705, the 
tract bordering land owned by Robert Sisson.  Moses Webster served as witness, signing with 
a mark, as did Robert Tilman.27  As noted above, Henry Webster [II] died intestate 14 January 
1720/1.  Elizabeth Webster, who signed with a mark, made Thomas Lewis and Robert Davis 
her bondsmen on 7 June 1721.28  Lewis Pugh purchased his fifty acres from John Branham on 
2 November 1720, as discussed in previous reports.  

22  Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Deed Abstracts of (Old) Rappahannock County, Virginia, 1688-1692 
(McLean, Virginia: Ruth and Sam Sparacio, 1990), FHL Book 975.534 R2sa, v. 10, page 24. Document 12.  

23  Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Deed Abstracts of (Old) Rappahannock County, Virginia, 1688-1692 
(McLean, Virginia: Ruth and Sam Sparacio, 1990), FHL Book 975.534 R2sa, v. 10, pages 53-4. Document 12.  

24  Robert K. Headley, Jr., Wills of Richmond County, Virginia, 1699-1800 (Baltimore: Genealogical 
Publishing Co., Inc., 1983), FHL Book 975.523 P2h. Document 4.  

25  George Harrison Sanford King, the Registers of North Farnham Parish, 1663-1814… 
(Fredericksburg, Virginia: George Harrison Sanford King, 1966), FHL Book 975.523 K2k. Document 5.  

26  George Harrison Sanford King, the Registers of North Farnham Parish, 1663-1814… 
(Fredericksburg, Virginia: George Harrison Sanford King, 1966), FHL Book 975.523 K2k. Document 5.  

27  Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Deed Abstracts of Richmond County, Virginia, 1705-1708 (McLean, 
Virginia: The Antient Press, 1991), FHL Book 975.523 R2s, v. 4. Document 19.  

28  Ruth and Sam Sparacio, Deed Abstracts of Richmond County, Virginia, 1719-1721 (McLean, 
Virginia: The Antient Press, 1993), FHL Book 975.523 R2s, v. 9. document 20.  
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Webster, Henry Webster [III] and Peter Harrison were successful in suit against the estate 
of Henry Webster [II].32  On 3 February 1724/5, the court requested that Elizabeth Webster 
appear to answer the petition of Thomas Lewis and Robert Davis.  They apparently had to 
pay out the judgment against the estate, and had to sue Elizabeth for the sums due the three 
orphans of the estate.  Elizabeth had clearly not paid out shares to the adult children.33  

It is understandable that Lewis and Davis obtained a discharge of their obligation.  
Lewis Pugh and Thomas Webster were willing to replace them (the estate would have been 
considerably smaller, with less obligation).  This does not necessarily mean Lewis Pugh mar-
ried a sister of Henry Webster [II], because neighbors were frequently bondsmen.  But it is 
still possible.  One might wonder of Lewis Pugh was actually associated with Elizabeth, widow 
of Henry Webster [II].  

Many documents were copied for the client’s reference.  Many more could have been 
provided showing the frequent occurrence of Thomas, Moses, and Aaron Webster in the 
1720s and 1730s (these can still be provided if the client desires).  It appears that the Web-
ster family had some religious affiliation that was not staunchly associated with the Anglican 
Church, because many of them (and their neighbors) were fined for not attending church.  
Names like Charity, Moses, and Aaron also seem to hint at that.  As shown in the analysis 
above naming patterns one would normally expect to see if Lewis Pugh’s wife belonged to the 
Webster family is not apparent. 

The unusual given name Willoughby in the Pugh family remains to be accounted for 
in any Webster scenario. The possible Webster connection has not been definitively proved or 
disproved this session. There were other neighbors associated with the Webster family, who 
had wives who went by the given name of Anne who have not been accounted for. Because 
the Webster scenario is so tenuous, again, the given name Willoughby in the Pugh family ap-
pears to be the strongest clue to the identity of Anne Pugh.  

Paul C. Reed
Fellow of the American Society of Genealogists

1998), FHL Book 975.523 P2sa, v. 20. Document 41.  
32  Ruth & Sam Sparacio, Richmond County, Virginia, Order Book 1722-1724 (McLean, Virginia, 

1998), FHL Book 975.523 P2sa, v. 21. Document 42.  
33  Ruth & Sam Sparacio, Richmond County, Virginia, Order Book 1722-1724 (McLean, Virginia, 

1998), FHL Book 975.523 P2sa, v. 21. Document 42.  
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